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Stock-taking of APEC Forum 
 

1 Initiative/Program 

Ocean and Fisheries Working Group – continuing activities related to Food Security 

2 APEC Forum 

Ocean and Fisheries Working Group (OFWG) 

3 Date Established and Related Meetings 

 In 2011, the Marine Conservation Working Group (MRCWG) and the Fisheries Working Group (FWG) merged to form 
the Ocean and Fisheries Working Group (OFWG).  

 The 1st Ocean and Fisheries Working Group Meeting was held in Kazan, Russia 24-26 May 2012.   

4 Brief Description 
 

Current and Near-term OFWG Food Security Related Activities: 
 
 The OFWG 2013 Work Plan includes activities geared toward: 

o Identifying potential participation of other relevant groups and private sector stakeholders in OFWG, in regard to 
fisheries and aquaculture products, as well as to trade promotion;  

o Advancing inclusive growth by strengthening the role of fisheries and aquaculture products in food security;  
o Advancing sustainable growth through sharing information about sustainable development and protection of the 

marine environment; and  
o Enhancing OFWG capacity building efforts in response to the directions of Leaders, Ministers, and Senior 
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Officials.  
  
 The OFWG is making progress on completing its multi-year Strategic Plan, which is likely to highlight the area of Food 

Security. 
 
 Current capacity building efforts include:  

o S OF 01 2013A:  “APEC Workshop on Marine Spatial Planning”-- workshop to be held in Xiamen, China in 
2013 – tba; and  

o FWG 01/2010A : “Potential Contribution of Small Pelagic Fish to Food Security within the Asia Pacific Region” 
-- project is ongoing and final report is nearly complete.   

o Work on the “Marine Sustainable Development Report” is underway, led by China. 
 
 Other recent activities include the following: 

o China and the APEC Marine Sustainable Development Center held the “APEC Blue Economy Forum” in Tianjin, 
China in December 2012. 

o The APEC Marine Sustainable Development Center also held the “APEC Workshop on Marine Spatial Planning” 
in Xiamen, China on 23-28 September 2012.  

o Chinese Taipei hosted the “13th APEC Roundtable Meeting on the Involvement of the Business/Private Sector in 
the Sustainability of the Marine Environment” on 17-19 September 2012 in Taipei. 

 
Further information is attached. 
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Stock-taking of APEC Forum 
 

1 Initiative/Program 

APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum (FSCF) 

2 APEC Forum 

Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC): A subgroup of the Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) 

3 Date Established and Related Meetings 
● April 2007 in Hunter Valley, Australia  
● July 2009 in Singapore  
● May 2011 in Montana, USA  
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4 Brief Description 
 

● Some 60 regulators from 16 economies participated in the first meeting in Australia and a strategy for capacity building 
in the region was developed at the Forum and endorsed by the SCSC. The Forum will be led by China and Australia and 
will coordinate capacity building activities which aim to: improve food safety cooperation outcomes; accelerate progress 
towards harmonization of food standards with international standards; improve the transparency of food standards and 
regulations of APEC member economies; and facilitate trade in food products. 
 

● Since 2007, the FSCF has undertaken significant capacity building throughout the APEC region in areas of risk analysis; 
development of food laws, standards and enforcement systems; microbiological risk assessment; management of food 
safety incidents and food recalls. 

 
● At the May 2011 forum in USA, the APEC FSCF and the World Bank signed an MOU to explore opportunities for 

deepening the working relationship with the World Bank on carrying out capacity building activities to promote and 
support food safety in the Asia-Pacific region. The Food Safety Cooperation Forum's Partnership Training Institute 
Network (FSCF PTIN) was created specifically to address the need to engage the food industry and academic food 
safety experts with the regulators, to strengthen capacity building in food safety. 

 
● An APEC Food Safety Incident Management Workshop was also held with the key recommendation to establish an 

APEC FSCF Food Safety Incident Network that would have as its primary objectives (1) improved information-sharing 
and communication, including on risk assessment, risk management and risk communication, among member economies 
to provide accurate and timely information on emerging food safety issues or in the event of a food safety incident; (2) 
development and implementation of FSCF-agreed approaches to improved food safety incident preparedness, response 
and recovery mechanisms within APEC; and (3) strengthened participation of member economies in the World Health 
Organization’s International Food Safety Authorities Network (INFOSAN) and other international networks to increase 
the ability to respond to food safety emergencies of global significance. 
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Stock-taking of APEC Forum 
 

1 Initiative/Program 

ATCWG Medium Term Work Plan (2010-2015) 

2 APEC Forum 

Agricultural Technical Cooperation Working Group (ATCWG) 

3 Date Established and Related Meetings 
● September 2010 in Japan 

4 Brief Description 

In the period from 2010-2015, ATCWG will serve as a forum for member economies to enhance the capacity of 
agriculture and its related industries to contribute to economic growth, food security and social well-being in the region. 
The Medium-Term goals of ATCWG are as follows:  
1) Improving agricultural production and distribution through increased innovation, nutritional value, and food safety;  
2) Improving human and institutional resource capacities in agriculture through education and training;  
3) Improving aspects of environmental and natural resource management, infrastructure development related to food 

security; 
4) Improving agricultural information systems and analysis;  
5) 5. Improving the preparations for natural disasters and cross border threats. 

*The data source is “Food Security Policies in APEC” published by APEC Policy Support Unit. 



21 
 

Stock-taking of APEC Forum 
 

1 Initiative/Program 
General work of the Committee and its sub-fora such as the Market Access Group (MAG), Investment Experts Group 
(IEG) or Sub-Committee on Customs Procedures (SCCP) and more specifically, through the Food Safety Cooperation 
Forum (FSCF) of the Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC). 

2 APEC Forum 
 

Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) 

3 Date Established and Related Meetings 
 

November 1993 (to replace predecessor body, Informal Group on Regional Trade Liberalisation). Meetings are normally 
held in margins of the Senior Official Meetings.   

4 Brief Description 
 

 Food security is a cross-cutting issue in APEC. While the general work undertaken may not be specifically dedicated to 
food security, CTI’s initiatives aimed at promoting open trade and investment; fostering innovation; facilitating faster, 
more certain and less costly supply-chains; and simplifying customs procedures help to create an appropriate enabling 
environment for regional food security and thereby address key elements of the APEC food security agenda. These 
elements include promoting investment in agriculture, facilitating trade in food and agricultural products, expanding 
food supply capacity through enhanced agricultural productivity, innovation and technology cooperation and minimising 
food losses.  These initiatives can therefore, both directly and indirectly, make a positive contribution to and reinforce 
the PPFS work program. Details on the nature and status of some of this CTI work, including the Supply-Chain 
Connectivity Action Plan, Bogor Goals Individual Action Plan progress reports, trade and innovation practices, 
Investment Facilitation Action Plan and aspects of the Customs Procedures Collective Action plan, can be found in the 
CTI’s 2012 Annual Report.   

 Please refer to pages 18-19 for the work undertaken in the FSFC. 

 


