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Foreword I

Ms. CHEN Danhong

Director-General, Department of International Cooperation of the Ministry of Natural Resources,
People’s Republic of China

For APEC and its member economies, the most significant geographical feature is that all
of us live in the rim of Pacific. Linked by the largest ocean of the world, our fate, our future
of development and prosperity are naturally bounded with the productivity and sustainabil-
ity of this ocean. Thus, one of the core responsibility for APEC Ocean and Fisheries Working
Group (OFWG) is to improve our understanding of the Pacific and other relevant oceans
and seas, particularly their sustainability that is vital to the region and its people, and galva-
nize bold actions to implement the APEC goals and address the challenges we face together.
That is one of the reasons China proposed the programme of APEC Marine Sustainable

Development Report more than 10 years ago.

Another important consideration is that we would like to do our best to bridge the UN 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, especially Goal 14, and relevant key efforts led by UN
and the work we are doing under the framework of APEC. Without the engagement and
contribution of member economies, the progress of these mainstreaming procedures would

fall short of the expectations.

Meanwhile, the stocktaking of regional marine sustainable development would also give us
opportunities to identify where we can find more to be done collectively and encourage us
to place in order the different urgency of measures , rather than name and shame some indi-
vidual deficiency. As the Chinese aphorism goes that taking history as a mirror we can know
the rise and fall, the APEC Marine Sustainable Development Report would be a mirror to
revisit our effort in OFWG and APEC.

Obviously, the active engagement and cooperation among all the member economies stand
out like gemstone of this Report. It is not an easy job to bring together the representatives
of 11 Economies to work together in the last challenging year for a single task. Both the
cooperation and collaboration embody the values we would like to advocate when drafting
of APEC Marine Sustainable Development Report.
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Thanks to the long-standing support of all OFWG members and the APEC Secretariat, the
third APEC Marine Sustainable Development Report is ready to be circulated in OFWG.
After more than 10 years, as we reflect upon our original intention of this Report, it is
encouraging that we are still on the right track. Also the Report has become one of the
flagship efforts made by OFWG and APEC in ocean related cooperation. In the report, we
work to present the big picture of our progress and also problems in marine ecological envi-
ronment, blue economy, coastal welfare, marine science and technology and ocean gover-
nance in APEC region,with the aim of advancing the sustainable management and conser-
vation of ocean and coastal resources and ecosystems and sustainable development, and
contributing to the implementation of the UN 2030 Sustainable Development Goals and ».

implementing APEC Putrajaya Vision 2040 and the Aotearoa Plan of Action.

On this occasion, please allow me, on behalf of Department of International Cooperation,
Ministry of Natural Resource of China and Chinese OFWG team, to express our sincere
appreciation to our co-sponsors, Peru; Russia; Thailand and the United States, our counter-
parts in the core expert group, all the members of OFWG and our professional PD and
Secretariat, and the APEC Marine Sustainable Development Center. Your contribution is
invaluable to the Report. It is without the doubt that the Report III will not be the destina-
tion, but just one milestone of our work, the continuous support and engagement are

warmly welcomed in future.
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Rojas Noack Monica
Lead Shepherd, APEC OFWG

Healthy oceans and coasts are critical for food security, poverty eradication, sustainable and
equitable economic growth, as well as preserving traditional culture and promoting trade in
APEC. The 21 APEC economies are linked by the Pacific Ocean, which is endowed with rich
resources and from which the economies gain high value, including both economic and
non-market benefits. There is a fact that APEC members share one ocean, and they account
for over 80% of global aquaculture production, and more than 65% of the harvesting and
processing of the world’s capture fisheries. In addition, the ocean is an important conduit
for 90% of world trade, and connects people, markets and livelihoods, as well as provides
ecosystem services and plays an important role towards fulfilling economic recovery and
prosperity of the Asia Pacific region, especially in the current process of recovery post
COVID-19.

To reverse the decline of marine ecosystems and resources, many APEC economies have

,‘.‘g , initiated concrete measures on implementing SDG 14 through policies, on marine pollution

- s control, marine and coastal ecosystem conservation and restoration, conservation of

;‘ , : marine and coastal areas, fisheries management, and development of marine economy.

‘o Consistently with this importance, since May 2014 a common view within the APEC Ocean 3
.

and Fisheries Working Group (OFWG) upon Blue Economy has been reached, as an
approach to advance in the sustainable management and conservation of ocean and coastal

resources and ecosystems, in order to foster economic growth.

| Formed in 2011, the mission of OFWG is to support APEC’s mission to foster sustainable r
economic growth, development and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region. The OFWG works

to facilitate free and open trade in the region and promotes the sustainable use of fisheries,






