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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Comparison of International Frameworks measuring Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA) 

Noise Project aims to identify best practices and innovative solutions for measuring and 

regulating RPA noise. This culminates in a proposed framework. 

This final report provides an aggregated collection of the project findings, outlines best 

practices for consideration by APEC economies, and communicates identified risks, issues, 

and opportunities for regulators and industry. These findings and insights inform the proposed 

RPA noise management framework at the end of the report. 

APEC defined the scope of this project to evaluate existing and accessible items relevant to 

APEC economies that impact RPA. 

HARMONISATION 

Harmonisation across APEC economies enables similarities to be created, which provides 

opportunities for sharing knowledge, best practice, and conducting operations more easily 

between multiple economies. Whilst contextual differences are recognised, parallels, and 

therefore harmonisation can be found in expectations, definitions, and experiences of 

managing RPA noise. 

Table 1 provides a glossary of key terms that are used throughout this project. 

Table 1 Key terms 

Key Term Definition 

Framework A basic conceptional structure that provides underlying support for the 

intended outcome 

Issue An issue is an obstacle or challenge that's already present. 

Management Management refers to the overall practice of assessing and addressing 

Mitigation Mitigation is the reduction of something harmful or the reduction of its 

harmful effects 

Noise Unwanted sound 

Opportunity Situation in which it is possible for something to be done 

Risk Concept to describe the likelihood of harmful consequences arising from 

the interaction of hazards, communities, and the environments. 

RPA Remotely Piloted Aircraft. An uncrewed aircraft that is piloted from a 

remote pilot station. 

An RPA is a remotely piloted aircraft, other than the following: 

• a balloon 

• a kite 

• a model aircraft 

Fundamental expectations identified from consultation with stakeholders included: 

• Safety for community and operators 

• Not overregulating the space  

• Not restricting new entrants to the sector, such as mandating expensive testing  




