Eligibility Criteria and Guidelines for Accessing the ASF Sub-Fund for 
the Future of Healthcare

Scope 
The APEC Support Fund (ASF) Sub-Fund for the Future of Healthcare aims to foster quality growth that brings tangible benefits and greater health and wellbeing to all, as outlined in the Putrajaya Vision 2040 and the Aotearoa Plan of Action, by promoting patient-centered healthcare technologies and future-ready healthcare systems to better address the increasing demands and pressure on our healthcare services caused by demographic shifts. 
This Sub-Fund seeks to enhance cooperation and build capacity among APEC member economies by supporting emerging health policies, models, and technologies. It promotes the adoption of future-ready systems, patient-centered approach to improve access to quality care and reinforce health system resilience. The Sub-Fund also addresses key regional health priorities, such as chronic disease management, long-term and integrated care, and the need for age-friendly, sustainable health services across the Asia-Pacific.
Any interested economy, within any APEC fora, may submit Concept Notes (CNs) that meets the scope and eligibility criteria of this Sub-Fund. Only two projects with highest scores will be funded per project session. The Health Working Group (HWG) will serve as the responsible APEC forum for this Sub-Fund, assessing eligibility and scoring concept notes in accordance with the Guidebook on APEC Projects. 
Eligibility Criteria for the Future of Healthcare Sub-Fund
Any interested economy, within any APEC fora, may submit Concept Notes (CNs) that meet the scope and eligibility criteria of the Sub-Fund for the Future of Healthcare. To be eligible for funding under this Sub-Fund, Concept Notes (CNs) must:
1. Align with Sub-Fund Objectives: Address at least one of the Sub-Fund’s priority areas as follows:
· This Sub-Fund will support APEC projects that promote information sharing and capacity building related to integrated, community-based primary care, relevant infrastructure, and patient-centered healthcare systems, with a focus on strengthening the efficiency, resilience, and responsiveness of primary health care to address regional challenges such as aging populations, communicable and non-communicable diseases, including chronic illnesses and mental health, and health inequalities.
· Advancing quality, patient-centered, and technology-supported healthcare systems. Improve access to quality and future-ready health services and systems by advancing health coverage through encouraging the use of emerging technologies, including artificial intelligence (AI), while taking into account of the specific needs of each economy.
· Enhance the accessibility of future-ready healthcare systems for all through the deployment of telemedicine, mobile health applications, and interoperable health information systems that support patient-centered care and strengthen regional cooperation on digital health including the exchange of best practice on the application of digital technology.
· Promote the exchange of health policy research and best practices on cross-cutting, technology-enabled healthcare models to strengthen regional cooperation to promote future-ready healthcare services and healthy aging by strengthening policies that enable older people to meaningfully engage in society and the economy.
· Efforts are encouraged to offer high-quality, efficient, convenient, and affordable traditional and modern medicine services to enhance well-being across all stages of life.
· Advocate for the development and adoption of data-driven technologies, such as AI, big data analytics, and cloud-based platforms, to improve healthcare delivery and outcomes.
· Foster multi-stakeholder cooperation in cross-cutting, technology-enabled healthcare solutions, including public-private partnerships and cross-fora collaboration within APEC.
· Promote the trade of innovative healthcare technologies, including products and technology-enabled services within the Asia-Pacific region to improve the quality, accessibility,  resilience of healthcare services and infrastructure.
2. Support APEC Developing Economies: Deliver capacity building that benefits the majority of developing APEC economies, with relevance and applicability across the region.
3. Promote Cooperation: Be co-sponsored by at least two APEC economies and/or as mandated by their supervising fora.
4. Engage Stakeholders: Involve and ensure participation from relevant public and private stakeholders, such as government agencies, financial institutions, businesses, technical experts, research institutions, or civil society organizations.
5. Apply Evidence-Based Approaches: Use relevant data, best practices, and standards to ensure project effectiveness, sustainability, and regional applicability.
6. Observe APEC Funding Limits: Request APEC funding of no more than USD 150,000, excluding self-funding or co-funding portions.
7. Be Consistent with APEC Project Guidelines: Meet all requirements outlined in the Guidebook on APEC Projects.
8. Be Otherwise Assessed as Eligible by the Health Working Group (HWG).
Procedures to Assess the Future of Healthcare Sub-Fund 
All CNs seeking access to the Future of Healthcare Sub-Fund must follow the co-sponsorship requirements as outlined in the Guidebook and be endorsed by the proposing forum. CNs will then be submitted to the HWG, which will assess them against the eligibility criteria above. Eligibility does not guarantee funding. 
CNs deemed eligible will be scored by the HWG using the APEC Scoring Template. In line with the Guidebook on APEC Projects, the APEC Secretariat will calculate which CNs can be funded, based on order of scores (from highest to lowest), and the availability of funds in the Sub-Fund during the relevant APEC Project Session in question. Only two projects with highest scores will be funded per project session.
In line with the rules that apply to all APEC project funds, if a CN is found to be ineligible, it may not proceed any further in the APEC Project Session in question, either under the Sub-Fund, or any other APEC project fund (including the ASF General Fund).  

Administration of the Future of Healthcare Sub-Fund 
The APEC Secretariat will be responsible for the administration of the ASF Sub-Fund for the Future of Healthcare Sub-Fund. It will be subject to the procedures and timelines governing the APEC Support Fund, as set out in the Guidebook on APEC Projects and the APEC website. Refer to http://www.apec.org/Projects/Applying-for-Funds.aspx.
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