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	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11. In furtherance of paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy, will promptly publish and make available on the Internet, information on its customs laws, regulations, procedures and administrative rulings of general application in such a manner as to enable interested persons to become acquainted with them.


	Customs and Border Protection regulations are published in the Code of Federal Regulations and are publicly available. Changes or additions to those regulations and established Customs practices are published in the Federal Register and the Customs Bulletin.  The Federal Register is available on the Internet at www.access.gpo.gov.

Customs and Border Protection regulations are posted on the Customs and Border Protection website. Changes and additions are posted on a regular basis.

Customs and Border Protection makes available a large variety of booklets, leaflets, pamphlets, and brochures to assist the trade community.  This information is also available on the Customs and Border Protection website.

Customs and Border Protection welcomes public comments and posts on its website how to submit comments.
Customs and Border Protection maintains a website, www.cbp.gov that is updated daily.
	
	

	2. In furtherance of paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will, to the extent possible, publish in advance any regulations of general application governing customs procedures proposed for adoption, and provide a reasonable opportunity for comments from interested persons.


	Customs and Border Protection welcomes public comments and posts on its website how to submit comments.

Customs and Border Protection maintains a website, www.cbp.gov that is updated daily.
	
	

	3. In furtherance of paragraph 4 of the Leaders’ Statement, and taking into account Economies’ individual circumstances, upon request from an interested person in its territory, each Economy wherever possible will provide for the issuance, of advance rulings based on specific facts and circumstances provided by such requester prior to the importation of a good into its territory, for areas such as:

(a) tariff classification;

(b) the application of the provisions set forth in the WTO Agreement on Customs Valuation;

(c) the application of duty drawback;

(d) country of origin marking requirements;

(e) the application of rules of origin under free trade agreements and other preferential tariff regimes; and

(f) admissibility requirements.


	The United States implemented the provisions of the Agreement on Implementation of Article VII of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (WTO Valuation Agreement).  The U.S. value law is section 402 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended by the Trade Agreements Act of 1979.  The U.S. Regulations are included in title 19, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 152.

Customs and Border Protection is required by law to determine the value for imported merchandise.  Consistent with the WTO Valuation Agreement, generally, the customs value of all merchandise imported into the United States will be the transaction value for the goods.  If the transaction value cannot be used, then certain secondary bases are considered in the following order:

· Transaction value of identical merchandise

· Transaction value of similar merchandise

· Deductive value

· Computed value

· Fallback Method


	
	

	4. Subject to domestic confidentiality requirements, each Economy, will make such advance rulings publicly available for purposes of ensuring application of the rulings to other goods where the facts and circumstances are the same as those under which the rulings are issued.


	Customs and Border Protection welcomes public comments and posts on its website how to submit comments.

Customs and Border Protection maintains a website, www.cbp.gov that is updated daily.
	
	

	5. In furtherance of paragraph 5 of the Leaders’ Statement, where warranted each Economy will maintain procedural transparency and fairness in customs procedures by:

(a) providing for the prompt review and correction of customs administrative actions;

(b) ensuring that importers are provided with the right to a level of administrative review independent of the employee or office issuing the determination subject to review; and

(c) maintaining the availability of judicial review of customs administrative determinations.


	Customs Regulation 19 CFR 174.12, provides for importers to file protests in response to decisions made by Customs and Border Protection.  Protests can be filed with regard to the following matters: 

· Appraised value of merchandise

· Classification, rate and amount of duties chargeable

· All charges or exaction of whatever character within the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Treasury

· Exclusion of merchandise from entry or delivery or a demand for redelivery to customs custody

· Liquidation or re-liquidation of an entry

· Refusal to pay a claim for drawback

· Refusal to re-liquidate an entry under paragraph 520c, Tariff Act of 1930, as amended 19 U.S.C. 1520c

Generally, the mechanics of such appeals provide for access to administration review beyond the level of port management, with final recourse to judicial review.


	
	

	6. Each Economy will, maintain one or several contact points to which interested parties can address questions concerning customs matters, and shall make available on the Internet information concerning the procedures for making such inquires.


	Customs and Border Protection welcomes public comments and posts on its website how to submit comments.

Customs and Border Protection maintains a website, www.cbp.gov that is updated daily.
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Tony Choi
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Telephone Number: 202-344-3827
Fax Number:
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E-mail Address:
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Economies with particular expertise and resources to offer could indicate this here and/or refer to relevant websites.

