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	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Competition Law and Policy
1. In furtherance of paragraph 1 of the General Principles of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will ensure that its competition laws, regulations, and progressively, procedures, administrative rulings of general application and judicial decisions of general application are promptly published or otherwise made available in such a manner as to enable interested persons and other Economies to become acquainted with them.


	The United States publishes, inter alia on the Internet (www.ftc.gov; www.usdoj.gov) and/or in official federal publications (e.g., Federal Register, United States Code, Code of Federal Regulations, official court reporters) its federal competition laws and related regulations, enforcement policy guidelines, advisory opinions, business review letters, amicus curiae briefs, annual reports, federal competition agency officials’ public statements or testimony, administrative rules of practice and procedure, civil and criminal rules of procedure, administrative and federal court decisions on federal competition law matters, and explanations for non-enforcement in certain high profile competition law investigations.
	The U.S. federal competition agencies will continue to review their transparency- related procedures and update them, as appropriate.
	

	2. In furtherance of paragraphs 4 and 5 of the General Principles of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will ensure that before it imposes a sanction or remedy against any person for violating its national competition law, it affords the person the right to be heard and to present evidence, except that it may provide for the person to be heard and present evidence within a reasonable time after it imposes an interim sanction or remedy; and that an independent court or tribunal imposes or, at the persons request, reviews any such sanction or remedy. Proceedings subject to this paragraph are to be in accordance with domestic law.


	United States law ensures that a person has the right to be heard and present evidence before a sanction or remedy may be imposed for violation of United States federal competition laws, except that it may provide for the person to be heard and present evidence within a reasonable time after it imposes an interim sanction or remedy; and affords the right to independent judicial review in federal court of any sanction or remedy imposed.  See, the U.S. Constitution, the Federal Rules of Criminal, Civil and Appellate Procedure and the Federal Rules of Evidence in titles 18 and 28 of the United States Code, as well as other federal statutes, including the Federal Trade Commission Act, 15 U.S.C. section 45(b) and (c) and Part 3 of the Federal Trade Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure (www.ftc.gov/os/rules/index.hstm).
	
	

	Regulatory Reform
1. In furtherance of paragraph 1 of the General Principles of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will ensure that its laws, regulations, procedural rules and administrative rulings of general application relating to regulatory reform are promptly published or otherwise made available in such a manner as to enable interested persons and other economies to become acquainted with them.


	
	
	

	2. In furtherance of paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, Economies recognize the importance of ensuring transparency in the regulatory reform process APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards and of soliciting and responding to inquiries from interested persons and other Economies. Accordingly, each Economy will, where possible (a) publish in advance regulatory reform measures that it proposes to adopt, and (b) provide where applicable interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures. In addition, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed regulatory reform measure.
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