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	KEY TRANSPARENCY PROVISIONS
	STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION (PROVIDE DETAILS)
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1FURTHER ACTIONS PLANNED TO COMPLETE IMPLEMENTATION

(INDICATE TIMEFRAME)
	CAPACITY BUILDING NEEDS TO COMPLETE IMPLEMENTATION

	1.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will promptly publish in its domestic language or otherwise make available its laws, regulations, and progressively, all procedures concerning the protection, including enforcement, of intellectual property rights in such a manner as to enable interested parties to become acquainted with them.


	Fully implemented

All rules and regulations pertaining to intellectual property protection and enforcement, and the amendments thereto issued by the IP Philippines in 2006 are posted on the website (www.ipophil.gov.ph) to provide access and availability to interested parties and the public, e.g. Published Office Order No. 49, s. 2006 on 26 May 2006 to further streamline the Office’s administrative and adjudicative procedures. 

The IP Philippines continues to post all pertinent rules, regulations, and issuances in the website to maintain accessibility and availability to interested parties and the public.  


	The IP Philippines shall continue to publish laws, implementing rules and regulations, amendments, and legal and administrative rulings concerning intellectual property rights on newspapers for public information and awareness.  The Office will also ensure its availability on the IP Philippines website.  

The website shall be enhanced for a more customer-friendly design and its contents will be updated on a regular basis to provide timely information to the public.

The Office shall continue to improve its operational systems for better customer satisfaction.  


	Enhancement of information and communication technology infrastructure; communication, marketing, educational and promotion skills

Training of personnel on information and communication technology infrastructure; communication, marketing, educational and promotion skills  



	2.  Furthermore, each Economy will clarify procedures and practices regarding application, issuance, and registration of intellectual property rights by publishing the following information:

a) Clear and simple instructions, and an explanation of the steps involved regarding the application and registration process,

b) Examination guidelines and assessment criteria used to review an application for approval, if applicable,

c) Contact points for inquires on standards, technical regulations, and other requirements,

d) Provisions that are directed to SMEs.


	For implementation

The IP Philippines continues to publish materials and brochures on the general information on the IP Code, IP protection, registration of IPRs, and application procedures and guidelines.  
	The IP Philippines shall continue to provide, publish, and post comprehensive, timely, and responsive IP news and information through the various forms of media, bulletin boards, and the IP Philippines website. 

The Office shall also: 

· engage the services of marketing and communication experts and specialists in promoting IP education and awareness;

· design, develop and produce promotional materials and training modules on IP literature, conduct and organize seminars, lectures and other similar and information dissemination activities;

· designate IP information officers that would provide applicants, SMEs, and the public to gain valuable insights on patenting and registration processes; and 

· identify additional official contact persons and officers for inquiries.


	Training of personnel in the areas of marketing and communication and promoting IP education and awareness

	3.  Each Economy will also provide a system for the registration of industrial property, which shall include:

a) Providing to the applicant a communication in writing, which may be electronic, of the reasons for any refusal to register a trademark or grant a patent;

b)  Providing to the applicant an opportunity to respond to communications from the relevant government authorities, to contest an initial refusal, and to have a higher authority review any refusal to register a trademark or grant a patent;

c)  An opportunity for interested parties to petition to oppose or to challenge a trademark or patent application or to seek cancellation after a trademark has been registered or a patent has been granted; and

d)  A requirement that decisions in opposition or cancellation proceedings be reasoned and in writing.


	Fully implemented

Pursuant to the IP Code and the Implementing Rules and Regulations on trademark and patent examination, examiners continues to communicate in writing, issuing office actions addressed to applicants stating the reasons in refusing trademark or patent applications      

Pursuant to the IP Code and the Implementing Rules and Regulations, the IP Philippines, particularly the Director of Trademark of Patents have resolved appeals filed y applicants from actions of the examiners refusing or rejecting trademark and patent applications. The Director General, in turn, decided appeals from the decisions of the Directors of Trademark and Patents. 

Pursuant to the IP Code and the Implementing Rules and Regulations IP Philippines, particularly the Bureau of Legal Affairs has decided oppositions to trademark applications and petitions for cancellations of trademark registrations and patent grants. The decisions are in writing detailing the findings and the legal basis, reasons I arriving at such ruling. The Director General in turn, has decided appeals from the decisions of the Director of the Bureau of Legal Affairs, also in writing.        

The IP Philippines invested in the improvement and creation of new IT systems, such as the IP Cases Digital Libraries, the electronic Gazette for Patents, the e-Data Filing for Trademarks, the TM Online and other general IP information services and other ICT related undertakings.


	The IP Philippines shall continue to perform its mandate under the IP Code; its examiners, hearing officers an other personnel to observe and pursue appropriate procedures in connection with the trademark registration and patent grant systems  

The IP Philippines shall continue to develop and implement    operational systems that would provide updated and relevant information regarding the status of applications and IP cases.

The IP Philippines shall continue to enhance existing regulations and procedures, review and streamline registration processes and systems to ensure a registration system that can provide the following: 

· the reasons for refusal to register a patent or trademark, in writing, if applicable;

· an opportunity to contest a refusal and request a review by a higher authority; and

· an opportunity to oppose or challenge an application, or seek cancellation of a previously-granted trademark or patent, or decisions in the opposition or cancellation proceeding explicitly in writing.


	Advanced and sustained training of Examiners, Hearing Officers, and other personnel on the laws, rules and regulations, procedures, and ancillary or support systems on trademark registration and patent grant, opposition and cancellation procedures  

Enhancement of communication skills (writing) 

	4.  Each Economy will provide that final judicial decisions or administrative rulings, those where appeals are no longer possible, of general applicability pertaining to the protection, including enforcement, of intellectual property rights shall be communicated to the parties to the proceedings. Each Economy will also provide for publication of such decisions or rulings, or where such publication is not practicable, made publicly available, in a domestic language in such a manner as to enable governments and rights holders to become acquainted with them.


	Fully implemented 

Copies of the decisions and orders rendered or issued by the IP Philippines’ Bureau of Legal Affairs and the Director General on IP cases were sent to parties concerned. Copies of these decisions are also furnished to parties requesting them. The decisions and orders were written in the English language, which is an official language in the country.

IP Philippines also issued press releases regarding decisions on IP cases.

The Supreme Court of the Philippines posted its rulings, including decisions on IP cases on its website (www.scp.gov.ph). These decisions are also made available by the Supreme Court through its own publication and accessible to the public.         


	The IP Philippines shall continue to improve and enhance its system of providing or notifying parties, and making copies available to the public expeditiously, of its decisions and rulings on IP cases; and subject to its limited resources, if possible, to publish in newspapers and post in its website administrative and judicial decisions and rulings on IP cases.  


	Enhancing or improving administrative capacities and skills and increasing logistical support 

	5.  In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will, when possible, publish in advance any proposed changes to laws, regulations, and progressively, all procedures concerning the protection, including enforcement, of intellectual property rights, and provide where applicable interested persons a reasonable opportunity for public comment. Each Economy will also make available to all interested parties timely updates of changes to intellectual property law statutory regimes, including as appropriate via the APEC Secretariat.


	Fully implemented

The Philippine Government disseminated copies of proposed legislation and conducted public hearings to solicit from all interested parties comments and positions. These proposed legislations include the proposals to amend the Intellectual Property Code provisions on patent (House Bill No. 6035 and Senate Bill No. 2263) and copyright (House Bill Nos. 322 and 3308).  


	The Philippines will continue to update the APEC Secretariat, the relevant parties, and the public of updates and developments (or changes) in the IPR regime as well as current and emerging issues in local and foreign fora.
	Enhance networking and communication skills

	6.  In addition to paragraphs 3, 4, and 5 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will conduct as appropriate periodic reviews of administrative regulations, rules, and procedures to ensure they are simplified, consistent, and transparent. Outstanding issues raised by the reviews will be resolved where possible in a timely manner.


	Fully implemented 

By virtue of Office Order No. 91, s. 2006, IP Philippines created the Office of Policy Research and International Relations (OPRIR) on 05 September 2006 whose primary responsibility is to craft position papers, commentaries, concept papers, recommendations, research papers, and presentations on IP and IP-related issues in the local and international arena.
The IP Philippines created the Secretariat on Intellectual Property Inter-Agency Committee (SIPIAC) to enhance the inter-agency coordination efforts of the Office.

The IP Philippines created the Transition Team and the Change Management Team (CMT) to undertake a comprehensive study on the identified problem areas specified in the Research and Audit Management Project (RAMP) conducted by the ECAP II.


	The IP Philippines will enhance its policy research and study capability to ensure that the IPR rules and regulations conform to international laws, treaties and agreements. This is a continuing activity.  


	Advanced and sustained training and education on IP and related fields or discipline, with focus of crafting IP policies and strategies    

	7.  Where possible, each Economy will publish information on its efforts to provide effective enforcement of intellectual property rights in its civil, administrative and criminal system, including any statistical information that the Economy may collect for such purposes.


	Fully implemented 

The IP Philippines’ Director General Adrian S. Cristobal hosts a weekly radio program that discusses intellectual property rights.

The IP Philippines regularly publishes news reports in nine major daily newspapers.

News reports and important events relating to intellectual property are regularly posted at the IP Philippines’ website.

To ensure transparency in government operations, the Office developed the IP cases database which is a critical tool for analysis and decision-making. 


	The Philippines will enhance news and information dissemination to the public by optimum and efficient utilization of the different forms of media and fora, including the Internet via the IP Philippines’ website.

Turn over of the IP cases database to members of the National Committee on Intellectual Property Rights (NCIPR) for implementation by 1st Quarter on Y2007
	Enhancement of knowledge and skills in the areas of communication and marketing 

	8.  Each Economy will conduct regular briefings in appropriate fora to provide updates on the status of intellectual property protection and enforcement as well as future policy direction, if appropriate


	Fully implemented

Facilitated the series of IPROTECT Training Programs which aims to broaden the competency of government officials dealing with IP cases through education and training in policy making, enforcement, investigation, prosecution, and adjudication.  Some of these trainings are:

· “Strengthening Border Controls: The Role of Public and Private Alliances: held last 21 November 2006 at the Rockwell Club in Makati City

· “Intellectual Property Rights Workshop for Commercial Court Judges” held last 14-17 November 2006 at the Rockwell Club in Makati City

· “Protecting IPR to Drive Growth in the Cable and Satellite Industry” held last 09 October 2006 at the Edsa Shangri-La Hotel 

· “Training for IP Philippines and National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) Lawyers in the Cable and Satellite Industry” held last 28 July 2006 at the IP Philippines Multi-Purpose Hall

· “Intellectual Property Rights in the Software Industry” – A Training Seminar on Law Enforcement, held last 26 April 2006 at the Dusit Hotel Nikko.

Convened the National Committee for Intellectual Property Rights (NCIPR) on a regular basis composed of law enforcement government agencies where brainstorming for effective and efficient IPR enforcement are conceptualized.

Convened the Public-Private Partnership Committee for Intellectual Property Rights (P3CIPR) on a periodic basis composed of IP stakeholders and NCIPR members as a venue for negotiations and discussions on IPR issues.
	The Philippines will continue to conduct, co-organize and co-sponsor events and activities on current and emerging IP issues and provide participants and guest speakers to local and foreign trainings.

The IPROTECT Training Program will continue to conduct series of seminars, trainings and other related activities to provide updates on the protection of intellectual property to relevant law enforcement agencies and stakeholders.  Forthcoming seminars are: 

 “National Workshop on Counterfeiting and Border Measures” organized by the World Customs Organization (WCO) IPR Strategic Group in cooperation with the IP Philippines scheduled on  20-21 March 2007; 

“Astra Zeneca Anti-Counterfeiting Seminar” to be held April 2007

The NCIPR shall continue to share best practices and formulate policies on law enforcement to strengthen IPR protection.

The P3CIPR shall continue to conduct its quarterly updates and consultation on IPR issues.
	Enhance cooperation agreements, networking, and partnerships with government and non-governmental organizations to increase and facilitate exchange of information, experiences, best practices, skills and consolidation of resources and logistics in organizing IP-related activities



