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	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11. In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, and the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures, each Economy will:

(a) promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media, for example via the Internet, information on its laws, regulations, policies, administrative rulings, certification, qualification and registration requirements, technical regulations, standards, guidelines, procedures and practices relating to

standards and conformance; and,

(b) have or designate an official journal or journals and publish in them information on technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures and related conformity assessment procedures on a regular basis and make copies of them readily available to the public.


	(a) All New Zealand legislation, Bills and Statutory Regulations are published and offered for sale at a reasonable price from selected retail stores. In addition, legislation, Bills and Statutory Regulations are available to the public free of charge on www.legislation.govt.nz
Government agencies and regulators also provide this type of information on their websites. Some information is also available from New Zealand’s standards and conformance infrastructure bodies:
· Standards New Zealand: www.standards.co.nz
· International Accreditation New Zealand: www.ianz.govt.nz
· Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand: www.jas-anz.com.au
· Measurement Standards Laboratory of New Zealand: www.irl.cri.nz/msl
· Measurement and Product Safety Service: www.consumeraffairs.govt.nz/measurement/
Implemented
(b) All statutory notices must be published in the New Zealand government’s official publication, the New Zealand Gazette. This is published weekly and is available in hard copy or on-line at www.dia.govt.nz
 
	Information is updated and published as required. 
	

	2. As far as practicable, each Economy will maintain one centrally located website for the information referred to above.


	New Zealand does not currently have a centrally located website for the information referred to above
	New Zealand recently completed a review of the domestic standards and conformation infrastructure. One of the recommendations is to put in place mechanism for improved access to all relevant information focusing on standards and conformance and regulatory requirements to help businesses better comply with regulations and support the improvement of regulatory outcomes.  The Ministry of Economic Development is currently working towards implementing this recommendation and it anticipates that this work will continue into 2008.  More information is available at http://www.med.govt.nz/templates/ContentTopicSummary____25133.aspx

	

	3. In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement and the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, each Economy will publish in advance any standards or conformance requirement that it proposes to adopt and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures and take those comments into account before a final measure is adopted. Each Economy that is a WTO member will notify proposals to the WTO as required by the TBT and SPS Agreements.


	In the context of New Zealand’s broader policy and regulation development process, agencies are required to consult with all interested stakeholders on proposed policies, including proposed standards, conformance requirements and technical regulations. 

This information is also notified to the WTO through two New Zealand Inquiry Points: the WTO TBT Notification Point (service provided by Standards New Zealand www.standards.co.nz) and the WTO SPS Notification Point (service provided by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry www.maf.govt.nz). 

WTO members and other interested parties are able to comment on such proposed measures. 

 
	
	

	4. In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measure.


	Enquiries from other Economies can be dealt with though inter-governmental consultation channels (e.g. the WTO TBT and SPS Notification Points) or by direct approach to the responsible agency. 
	
	

	5. Recognizing that standards and conformance measures can have an adverse impact on trade and development, each Economy will ensure that such measures are developed and administered in a transparent manner, and in compliance with WTO TBT/SPS obligations, as well as the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations so as to prevent the creation of unnecessary or arbitrary barriers to trade.


	The Code of Good Regulatory Practice sets out the principles for quality regulation to be developed in New Zealand.  The code includes the requirement for transparency. This means that extensive public consultation is always a feature of the public policy development process and any changes to legislation and technical requirements. 


	
	

	6. Each Economy will promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.


	The WTO TBT and SPS Notification Points are responsible for promoting awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.  

	New Zealand recently completed a review of the domestic standards and conformation infrastructure. One of the recommendations is to put in place mechanisms to better promote awareness of and compliance with New Zealand’s international obligations, including the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements. The Ministry of Economic Development is currently working towards implementing this recommendation and it anticipates that this work will continue into 2008. More information is available at http://www.med.govt.nz/templates/ContentTopicSummary____25133.aspx 

	

	7. Each Economy that is a WTO Member will cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.


	New Zealand participates in these activities. 
	 New Zealand will continue to participate in these activities. 
	

	8. Each Economy will continue to provide updated information for the SCSC Contact List which is maintained on the APEC Secretariat’s website and includes a range of contacts for each economy relevant to standards and conformance activities.


	New Zealand provides updates on a regular basis. 

	New Zealand will continue to provide updates when necessary. 
	

	9. Each Economy will, as appropriate, promote the observance of these transparency standards by the regional and local governments, and non-governmental standardizing bodies within its territory.


	Part 8 of the Local Government Act 2002 sets out the regulatory, enforcement and coercive powers of local authorities. This includes the processes local authorities have to comply with when making local regulations or by-laws, including consultation and making by-laws publicly available. 
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