 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1IMPLEMENTATION OF APEC’S AREA-SPECIFIC TRANSPARENCY STANDARDS
AREA: CUSTOMS PROCEDURES
ECONOMY: Hong Kong, China
Contact Point: Name/Title:

Mr Alex C S LIU, Head of Customs Liaison Bureau
Organization: Customs & Excise Department, HKSARG
Telephone Number:

(852) 2852 1439
Fax Number:
(852) 2850 7952
E-mail Address:
cs_liu@customs.gov.hk
	KEY TRANSPARENCY PROVISIONS
	STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION (PROVIDE DETAILS)
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1FURTHER ACTIONS PLANNED TO COMPLETE IMPLEMENTATION

(INDICATE TIMEFRAME)
	CAPACITY BUILDING NEEDS TO COMPLETE IMPLEMENTATION

	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11. In furtherance of paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy, will promptly publish and make available on the Internet, information on its customs laws, regulations, procedures and administrative rulings of general application in such a manner as to enable interested persons to become acquainted with them.


	Implemented.
Hong Kong Customs has been maintaining a Customs homepage at http://www.customs.gov.hk in which our Customs laws and regulations and most of our Customs administrative guidelines and procedures are available to the public.  Information on the internet is updated regularly.
In this regard, the general public can obtain requisite information about the Customs laws/regulations/procedures, etc. when browsing the Customs homepage.  Meanwhile, they can also make further enquiries through the electronic means.
	N/A
	N/A

	2. In furtherance of paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will, to the extent possible, publish in advance any regulations of general application governing customs procedures proposed for adoption, and provide a reasonable opportunity for comments from interested persons.


	Implemented.
The public is given a reasonable opportunity for comments on Customs laws, regulations and procedures.
	N/A
	N/A

	3. In furtherance of paragraph 4 of the Leaders’ Statement, and taking into account Economies’ individual circumstances, upon request from an interested person in its territory, each Economy wherever possible will provide for the issuance, of advance rulings based on specific facts and circumstances provided by such requester prior to the importation of a good into its territory, for areas such as:

(a) tariff classification;

(b) the application of the provisions set forth in the WTO Agreement on Customs Valuation;

(c) the application of duty drawback;

(d) country of origin marking requirements;

(e) the application of rules of origin under free trade agreements and other preferential tariff regimes; and

(f) admissibility requirements.


	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	4. Subject to domestic confidentiality requirements, each Economy, will make such advance rulings publicly available for purposes of ensuring application of the rulings to other goods where the facts and circumstances are the same as those under which the rulings are issued.


	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	5. In furtherance of paragraph 5 of the Leaders’ Statement, where warranted each Economy will maintain procedural transparency and fairness in customs procedures by:

(a) providing for the prompt review and correction of customs administrative actions;

(b) ensuring that importers are provided with the right to a level of administrative review independent of the employee or office issuing the determination subject to review; and

(c) maintaining the availability of judicial review of customs administrative determinations.


	Implemented. 

Hong Kong, China provides the general public with several channels for lodging complaints or appeals against Customs decisions, e.g. through the Complaints Investigation Group of Hong Kong Customs, and the Office of the Ombudsman of the Government.  Moreover, the Administrative Appeal Board of the Government also deals with appeals relating to standards of weights and measures; the issue of licences and permits for controlled chemicals and dutiable commodities; the issue of licences for the manufacture of optical discs; the valuation of motor vehicles; and assessment of duty on dutiable commodities, etc.
	N/A
	N/A

	6. Each Economy will, maintain one or several contact points to which interested parties can address questions concerning customs matters, and shall make available on the Internet information concerning the procedures for making such inquires.


	Implemented.

The relevant contact points are available at the Customs homepage at http://www.customs.gov.hk.
	N/A
	N/A
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