APEC-WTO CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP ON 

TELECOM TRADE RULES AND REGULATORY DISCIPLINES

Republic of Singapore, 22 – 26 March 2010
TENTATIVE PROGRAMME

	Day 1: Monday, 22 March 2010

	
	

	08:30-09:00
	Registration 

	
	

	09:00-09:45
	Opening Session

Welcome Remarks 

by Mr Richard Tan, Director (International), IDA Singapore

Introductory Remarks

by Ms Lee Tuthill, WTO

Group Photograph

	
	

	09:45-10:00
	Coffee Break

	
	

	10:00-12:30
	Session 1
Introduction and Overview: GATS and Telecommunications: 

GATS Principles, General Obligations and Disciplines (including GATS Annex on Telecommunications and WTO Reference Paper)
Presenter:  Ms Lee Tuthill, WTO

	
	

	12:30-14:00
	Lunch

	
	

	14:00-15:00
	Session 2
Interactive Exercise on  GATS Principles, General Obligations and Disciplines 

Facilitator: Ms Lee Tuthill, WTO

	
	

	15:00-15:15
	Coffee Break

	
	

	15:15-17:00
	Session 3
GATS Commitments and Offers:

· Defining Market Access, National Treatment and Modes of Supply

· Understanding Scheduling Guidelines & Telecom Scheduling Techniques

Presenter: Ms Lee Tuthill, WTO

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Day 2: Tuesday, 23 March 2010

	
	

	09:00-10:30
	Session 4:

GATS Commitments and Offers
· Interactive Exercise: Drafting and Deciphering Schedules of Commitments

Facilitator: Ms Lee Tuthill, WTO

	
	

	10:30-10:45
	Coffee Break

	
	

	10:45-12:15
	Session 5:

Group Discussion and Exercise on Analysing Schedules of Commitments (cont’d)

Facilitator: Ms Lee Tuthill, WTO

	
	

	12:15-14:00
	Lunch

	
	

	14:00-15:30
	Session 6:

Group Discussion and Exercise on Analysing Schedules of Commitments (cont’d)

Facilitator: Ms Lee Tuthill, WTO

	
	

	15:30-15:45
	Coffee Break

	
	

	15:45-17:15
	Session 7:

Group Discussion and Exercise on Analysing Schedules of Commitments (cont’d)

Facilitator: Ms Lee Tuthill, WTO

	
	

	Day 3: Wednesday, 24 March 2010

	
	

	09:00-11:15
	Session 8:

GATS Commitments and Offers (cont’d):

· Classification Issues and their Implications for Scheduling 

· Current GATS Classification and Issues for Telecom

· Proposed and Alternative Telecom Classifications and Scheduling Techniques

Presenter: Ms Lee Tuthill, WTO

	
	

	11:15-11:30
	Coffee Break

	
	

	11:30-12:45
	Session 9:

Regional Regulatory Initiatives:

· APECTEL Guide for Implementing WTO GATS Article VI - Domestic Regulation as applicable to the Telecommunications Sector

Presenter: Mr Muhd Hanafiah, Director (Industry Policy / Industry Development), Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts (MICA), Singapore

	
	

	12:45-14:00
	Lunch

	
	

	14:00-15:15
	Session 10:
Interactive Exercise: Evaluating GATS / Reference Paper Provisions 

(Licensing Criteria)

Facilitator: Ms Lee Tuthill, WTO

	
	

	15:15-15:30
	Coffee Break

	
	

	15:30-17:15
	Session 11:

Interactive Exercise: Evaluating GATS / Reference Paper Provisions 
(Licensing Criteria)

Facilitator: Ms Lee Tuthill, WTO

	
	

	Day 4: Thursday, 25 March 2010

	
	

	09:00-10:30
	Session 12:

Regional Regulatory Initiatives:

· APECTEL Best Practice Guidelines on Implementation of the WTO Reference Paper

Presenter: Mr Muhd Hanafiah, MICA, Singapore

	
	

	10:30-10:45
	Coffee Break

	
	

	10:45-12:15
	Session 13:

Interactive Session on Domestic Regulation
Facilitator: Mr Muhd Hanafiah, MICA, Singapore

	
	

	12:15-13:30
	Lunch

	
	

	13:30-15:30
	Session 14:

Implementation of Reference Paper Provisions 

· Universal Service

Presenter: [tbc]
      -     Allocation of Scarce Resources (Spectrum management example)

Presenter: [tbc]
· Interconnection

Presenter: [tbc]

	
	

	15:30-15:45
	Coffee Break

	
	

	15:45-17:30
	Session 15:
Telecommunications Elements of RTAs / FTAs
· Review of International and Regional Initiatives and Bilateral Process

· Country Experience

· Plurilateral Commitments
Presenter: Mr Muhd Hanafiah, MICA, Singapore

	
	

	Day 5: Friday, 26 March 2010

	
	

	09:00-10:45
	Session 16:

WTO Dispute Settlement System and Recent Cases with Implications for Telecom and IT

Presenter: Ms Lee Tuthill, WTO

	
	

	10:45-11:00
	Coffee Break

	
	

	11:00-13:00
	Session 17:

WTO Trade Rules Clinic and Wrap-Up Session

by Ms Lee Tuthill, WTO

Closing Remarks
by Mr Richard Tan, IDA


