APEC-WTO WORKSHOP ON TELECOMMUNICATION 
TRADE RULES AND REGULATORY DISCIPLINES
22 – 26 MARCH 2010, SINGAPORE
The second run of the APEC-WTO Capacity Building Workshop on Telecommunications Trade Rules and Regulatory Disciplines will be held in Singapore from 22 to 26 March 2010.
This Workshop seeks to achieve the following objectives:
a.
Train officials on telecommunications trade rules and regulatory disciplines;

b.
Familiarize APEC telecom officials with the broader WTO agenda; and
c.
Provide a platform for discussion and information sharing on members' experiences in implementing trade rules and regulatory disciplines.

This comprehensive 4½-day Workshop will include lectures, interactive sessions and case studies aimed at equipping participating APEC members with a better understanding of the implications of their WTO commitments, in terms of both the benefits and obligations, so as to enable members to implement a telecommunications framework consistent with WTO principles and rules.  The Workshop will also help provide APEC telecoms officials with a strong foundation on which to participate in trade negotiations. 
The topics for the Workshop include:

(a)
GATS principles, general obligations and disciplines 
(b)
Services classification and scheduling issues
(c)
Sharing of experiences and best practices (e.g. APEC TEL’s) on the application of GATS and relevant WTO agreements / disciplines to domestic regulatory frameworks
(d)
Implications of new developments in telecommunications and Internet technologies and new emerging services

Draft Programme

The draft programme is enclosed for your reference. 
Venue

Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore
8 Temasek Boulevard #14-00 
Suntec Tower Three

Singapore 038988
Registration

The registration form for the Workshop is enclosed.  Kindly submit completed forms to Ms Lina Chua via email at lina_chua@ida.gov.sg or via fax at +65 6211 2220 by 22 February 2010.  
Accommodation

We have arranged for participants to enjoy the following rates (per night) at Ibis Singapore @ Bencoolen:

	
	Single Room
	Twin Room (for 2 pax)

	Without Breakfast
	SGD 140 ++
	SGD 140 ++

	With Breakfast
	SGD 150 ++
	SGD 160 ++


The above rates include free wireless internet access in the rooms.  Participants are requested to complete the enclosed hotel reservation form and fax or email it directly to Ibis Singapore.  The contact details can be found in the reservation form.  
Participants may wish to note that we will be providing transport to and from the Workshop venue to Ibis Singapore.    
APEC Travel Eligible Economies
APEC funding, which covers restricted economy class airfare, is available for the 11 APEC-travel eligible economies.  Each of the 11 APEC-travel eligible economies may wish to nominate up to 2 participants for the Workshop.  Travel eligible economies are requested to send the name, designation, office address, contact numbers and email of their two APEC-funded participants as soon as possible and no later than 22 February 2010 to:

Ms Belinda Chok
APEC Secretariat

Tel. (65) 6891-9663

Fax: (65) 6891-9690

Email: bec@apec.org

Project Number: TEL 02/2009T 

Workshop Contact 

For more information or clarifications on the workshop, please contact:

Ms Lina Chua
Manager, International

Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore

Email: lina_chua@ida.gov.sg

DID: +65 6211 0499
Mr Goh Yang Chuang

Manager, International

Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore

Email: goh_yang_chuang@ida.gov.sg

DID: +65 6211 1851

