INTRODUCTION

The world is currently facing a food security crisis.  Today, an estimated 852 million people worldwide are going hungry, while 2 billion do not have a regular secure source of food due to the poverty they face (Source: FAO, 2003).  The need for increased global food production continues against a backdrop of population growth, changing food preferences, increased pressures on land and water, and climate change.  Agriculture is central to the issue of food security; the challenges associated with food security may be addressed not only by growing more,but also by losing less of what is being grown. 

The objectives of the Agriculture Technical Cooperation Working Group (ATCWG) are to improve productivity in agriculture, facilitate trade in food products and strengthen biosecurity by containing trans-boundary movement of plant pests. In this respect, some economies are scientifically lagging behind whilst others may be at various levels of development. Nevertheless, these developmental disparities provide opportunities for the maximal use of complementarities through regional approaches to increased crop production and reduce crop losses. The adoption of innovative systems can create an enabling environment for individual member economies whilst facilitating appropriate approaches to regional sharing and learning.  The alignment of different domestic policies and processes to the common objectives of the ATCWG can go a long way towards an effective joint action in enhancing regional food security. 

The current Workshop is a direct response to the 2008 APEC Leaders’ Declaration relating to food security, providing opportunities for developing economies of APEC to share information and capacity in the region and plan joint action.  Whilst it is recognized that the challenges relating to food security are multi-faceted and are tied to a wide range of problems, an integrated regional approach will enable us to respond to a multiple range of issues for the benefit of the food supply and value chain, whereby producers’ and consumers’ interests are inextricably linked. Exploring and building on commonalities in policies and strategies on food security, food safety and biosecurity have the potential for providing an enabling environment for improved plant health management within APEC, leading to greater overall food security. 
The Workshop will directly support the underlying objectives of the APEC Food System (AFS) to widen markets into a single regional market with the desired result towards improving the efficiency of food production and trade for the benefit of APEC member economies.  It also contributes towards the revised Terms of Reference of the ATCWG that include priorities of environmental sustainability, productivity and diversification, biotechnology, regulatory co-operation, and structural adjustment, enabling the ATCWG to better contribute to APEC's goals, including strengthening the AFS. 
OBJECTIVES
The key objective of this Workshop is to build on current national systems and capacity within the developing APEC economies to develop a complementary framework that will strengthen region-wide cooperation to facilitate efficient food production. The other objectives of the Workshop will be:
· promote an environment of sharing and learning in addressing current constraints to an efficient food production system, 
· provide opportunities for member economies to directly exchange strategies and experiences in their efforts towards food security in an APEC (integrated) approach  
· propose and discuss a framework for a regional collaboration approach to meet food security, particularly with respect to common threats of invasive agricultural pests, covering pest management, quarantine and phytosanitary measures, and regulations as they relate to market access and trade 

· strengthen networking among APEC economies in a systematic manner to share information and expertise in phytosanitary and agricultural trade issues

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

· Staff of national agricultural phytosanitary and plant health services, and other national agencies responsible for food and agriculture, and
· Private industry, comprising producers, farmers, exporters and importers of agricultural produce.

DATES & VENUE

Dates: 
1-3 December 2010 

Venue: 
Concorde Hotel
3, Jln. Tengku Ampuan Zabedah 


40100 Shah Alam, Selangor, Malaysia


Phone: +603-55122200, Fax: +603-55122233
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APEC WORKSHOP ON ENHANCING FOOD SECURITY 

THROUGH A REGIONAL APPROACH AND WIDE STAKEHOLDER PARTICIPATION IN PLANT BIOSECURITY
APEC Project No.  ATC 03/2010A

Concorde Hotel, Shah Alam, Malaysia

1 – 3 December 2010

Organized by

Ministry of Agriculture & Agro based Industry
Department of Agriculture Malaysia
in collaboration with
CABI Southeast & East Asia

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM

The workshop will mainly cover the following topics:
· Regional agricultural trade, policies and strategies

· Food Security Planning
· Biosecurity – A Regional Approach
· Wide stake-holder approaches-implementation and problems encountered

· Presentation from APEC member economies

REGISTRATION FEES
Fees of RM 300 / USD 110 to cover seminar packages for                3 days will be charged to non-sponsored participants. For accommodation, potential participants should make their own arrangements with the Hotel (Attention: Mr. Rajesh Khan, Assistant Director of Sales, Concorde Hotel, Shah Alam, Malaysia. Email: rajesh@concorde.net).
Workshop Secretariat

Crop Protection and Plant Quarantine Division

Department of Agriculture Malaysia

Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-based Industry

Jalan Gallagher, 50632 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
(Attention: Mr. Yusof Othman)

Phone: +60-3-2697-7180
Fax    : +60-3-2697-7205

E-mail: yusofothman@doa.gov.my/
            wong5494@yahoo.com 

APEC Workshop on

Enhancing Food Security through A Regional Approach and Wide Stakeholder Participation in Plant Biosecurity
Concorde Hotel, Shah Alam, Malaysia
December 1 - 3, 2010
Registration Form

Yes, I am interested to participate in the workshop, and wish to be kept informed. 

(print or type in block letters)

Family name: ................................................................................……………….

First name: ................................................................................……………….

Title: ............…………………………Economy...............................
Organization: ......................................................................................................Postal address: ...........................................................................................................………………...........................................................................
......................................................................................................

......................................................................................................

Tel (HP) :................................   Fax:............................................. 

E-mail: ...............................................................………………….

□  I have been nominated as an APEC sponsored participant 
□  I am submitting a payment of RM 300 / USD 110 on a Bank

     Draft no.___________for payment of seminar fees
Please send your registration  to the Workshop Secretariat no  later  than   30 October 2010:

Crop Protection and Plant Quarantine Division

Department of Agriculture, Malaysia

Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-based Industry

Jalan Gallagher 

50632 Kuala Lumpur 

Malaysia

Phone
: +60-3-2697-7181

Fax    
: +60-3-2697-7205

E-mail
: wong5494@yahoo.com    and a copy to

: s.soetikno@cabi.org

: daryl.leslie.81@gmail.com
(Attention : Ms. Wong  Wan Cheng/Dr.Soetikno)  
Important dates





Registration deadline:





30 October 2010








Submission of Papers and Economy Reports:





15 November 2010








Workshop	: 1-3 December 2010


Venue	: Concorde Hotel,


                         Shah Alam, Malaysia





Government of Malaysia
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