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Aims and content of the workshop

The earlier workshops in this series introduced participants to issues arising in the negotiation of the main chapters of bilateral free-trade agreements, particularly the ones covering trade in goods, services and investment. These workshops also dealt with the negotiating process itself, and they explored aspects of implementation.

This workshop aims to introduce participants to issues arising in the negotiation and administration of plurilateral free-trade agreements. It takes as its starting point the examination by APEC economies of the options and prospects for a Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific (FTAAP). This work was initiated by APEC Economic Leaders at their meeting in Sydney in September 2007 with the adoption of the report on Strengthening Regional Economic Integration (REI). 

The report notes that several plurilateral free-trade agreements are already in place, and others are at various stages of consideration. The report also says that although a considerable quantity of analytical material concerning bilateral and plurilateral free-trade agreements is available for examination, it is clear that more could be learned from intensified work among the APEC economies on the opportunities an FTAAP could provide, as well as the challenges it could present.

This workshop will not argue either in favour or against an FTAAP, but it will explore a range of issues that negotiators would have to deal with if negotiations became a reality. The workshop should therefore be useful also to officers likely to be involved in the negotiation of other plurilateral free-trade agreements.
Participants will be encouraged to participate actively in the discussions. They can do this, for example, by bringing with them examples of trade-related issues they need to deal with in their work environment and seek the views of the presenters on ways to deal with them.
Participants will be required to fill in an evaluation sheet at the end of the workshop.

Day 1

	0900(0915
	Introductory remarks by a representative of the host economy and the workshop convenor
	Workshop convenor
Host economy representative

	0915(0945
	Session 1:

The nature of comprehensive free-trade agreements
This session will be along the lines of a refresher course. It will review the main components of bilateral free-trade agreements.
	Presenter:

	0945(1030
	Session 2:

The spread of bilateral free-trade agreements and their effect on doing business
Many commentators have drawn attention to the so-called “spaghetti-bowl” effect, sometimes also known as the “noodle-bowl” effect. This session will examine the impact on business of the spread of bilateral free-trade agreements.
	Presenter:

	1030(1100
	Morning tea
	

	1100(1215
	Session 3:

Characteristics of plurilateral free-trade agreements

This session will examine the structure and content of some plurilateral free-trade agreements and indicate how they differ from bilateral agreements. Among the agreements to be examined are:

· ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA)

· ASEAN+1 agreements

· North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)

· Trans-Pacific Strategic Partnership Agreement (P-4)

We will also examine how some of these agreements have changed in response to new situations.
	Presenter:

	1215(1330
	Lunch break
	

	1330(1500
	Session 5:

Formation of plurilateral free-trade agreements: enlargement, docking and merging 

Plurilateral free-trade agreements can be achieved in four basic ways, though mixed approaches also occur:

· negotiation of an agreement from scratch

· accession by other economies to an existing agreement (enlargement)

· association between two or more free-trade agreements (docking)

· replacement of two or more free-trade areas by a single free-trade area (merging).

This session will look at advantages and disadvantages of each method.
	Presenter:

	1500(1530
	Afternoon tea
	

	1530(1630
	Session 6:

Harmonisation and cumulation of preferential rules of origin

There have been suggestions that the complexities of the international trade architecture brought about by the spread of bilateral free-trade agreements might be simplified through the harmonisation of preferential rules of origin (where this appears possible) or through the availability of a cumulation mechanism.

This session will examine relevant policy aspects.
	Presenter:

	1630(1700
	Review session
	


Day 2
	0900(1030
	Session 7:

Services and investment
The services and investment provisions and commitments in free-trade agreements, both bilateral and plurilateral, are traditionally among the most sensitive parts of negotiations. This session will examine why this is the case.
	Presenter:

	1030(1045
	Morning tea
	

	1045(1200
	Session 8:

Government procurement, competition policy and intellectual property rights
Some plurilateral free-trade agreements have provisions covering government procurement, competition policy and intellectual property rights. This session will examine the content of these provisions.
	Presenter:

	1200(1230
	Review session
	

	1230(1330
	Lunch break
	

	1330(1515
	Session 9:

APEC examination of the options and prospects for a Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific (FTAAP)
In September 2007 APEC Economic Leaders endorsed the report on Strengthening Regional Economic Integration (REI) which mandates an examination of the options and prospects for Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific (FTAAP). In this session we will give workshop participants an account of work currently under way in APEC in this area.
	Presenter:

	1515(1530
	Afternoon tea
	

	1530(1615
	General review session
	

	1615(1630
	Close of workshop
	Workshop convenor


