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Administrative Circular 
APEC Symposium on Research and Innovation: Policy Mechanisms for Science and Technology Planning and Building Public/Private Partnership 
(back-to-back with the 35th APEC ISTWG Meeting) 

10 - 11 September 2008
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1. Introduction

The “APEC Symposium on Research and Innovation: Policy Mechanisms for Science and Technology Planning and Building Public/Private Partnership” is an APEC Industrial Science and Technology Working Group’s (ISTWG) project, led by the United States and co-sponsored by China, New Zealand and Viet Nam, to explore key aspects of innovation strategies, namely priority-setting of science and technology research investment and building public-private partnerships to connect research and innovation, with active participation of expert speakers within APEC economies and outside APEC with relevant experience in promoting innovation through science and technology research. While the project is applicable to all APEC member economies that have placed a high priority on science and technology investment, its emphasis will be on those developing economies in the region.  The symposium will enhance the ability of economies to identify science and technology priorities, apply existing methods for regular assessment of those priorities, and create and sustain productive partnerships between governments, academia and industry. The program consists of a series of panel sessions on each topic (e.g., planning models, innovative environment, PPP’s for innovation) with Q&A followed by break-out sessions for in-depth participant interaction.  The intended audience is senior government managers and policy-makers directly responsible for innovation policy in their economies.  A set of checklists are planned in conjunction with the symposium to cover areas such as: how to identify research and development priorities; what methods exist for the assessment of priorities on a regular basis; and how best to create and sustain productive partnerships between governments, academia and industry.  The checklists can then be used by individual economies in their own specific contexts for follow-up planning and subsequent evaluation purposes.   In accordance with the 34th ISTWG Meeting decision, the symposium will be held in Ha Noi, Viet Nam, in 10-11 September 2008. 
For more detail on the project and symposium, please contact:
Tom C. Wang, Ph.D.
Director for International Cooperation
Office of the Chief International Officer
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS)
1200 New York Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20005 USA
tel: +1 (202) 326-6658
fax: +1 (202) 289-4958
email: twang@aaas.org
www.aaas.org
2. Date and Venue

2.1. The APEC Symposium on Research and Innovation: Policy Mechanisms for Science and Technology Planning and Building Public/Private Partnership will be held on 10‑11 September 2008 in Golden Ballroom of the Hanoi Fortuna Hotel, #6B Lang Ha Street, Ha Noi, Viet Nam;
    A Secretariat room will be set up in front of the meeting room at Hanoi Fortuna Hotel, #6B Lang Ha Street, Ha Noi, Viet Nam. Tentative Program 
	September 10



	Opening and welcome

· Dr. Tran Quoc Thang, Vice-Minister of MOST, Viet Nam (tbc) 
· Dr. Alan Leshner, CEO, AAAS
· U.S. Ambassador Michael Michalak (tbc)


	Session 1: Existing S&T planning models


	Examples from diverse economies (developing and “developed”, large and small, etc.); suggested areas to cover include priority setting; evaluating current situation and opportunities (SWOT); identifying and exploiting niches; meeting demands both internally and globally; goal setting and establishing appropriate expectations.

Discussion of planning models from APEC economies (e.g., New Zealand, China, and Vietnam) and outside APEC (Finland), followed by Q&A

Speakers include
:

· Dr. Ta Doan Trinh, Deputy Director, Finance and Planning Department, MOST, Vietnam (tbc)
· Dr. Heikki Kotilainen, Senior Partner, S&T Balance, former Deputy Director General of TEKES, Finland’s funding agency for technology and innovation
· Helen McNaught, Senior Advisor, International Linkages, MORST, New Zealand

· MOST, China



	Session 2: Supporting an innovation environment



	(1) Policy planning and infrastructure (e.g., research portfolio building, cluster analysis, tax and IP regulations) and (2) Evaluation and measuring impact. Panel presentations by experts followed by concurrent break-out sessions on each topic.
Speakers include1:

· Dr. Yongsuk Jang, Research Fellow, STEPI, Korea

· Dr. William Valdez, Office of Science, U.S. Department of Energy, and founder of the Washington Research Evaluation Network (tbc)



	September 11



	Session 3: Policies for building public/private partnerships 


	Overview addressing opportunities and challenges in building strong and sustainable partnerships between the public and the private sector to address areas such as creation of a rich innovation environment, research collaboration, commercialization of new technologies, knowledge transfer, and pre-competitive consortia.

Speakers include1:

· Barbara Harley, International Business Incubators
· Al Watkins, S&T Program Coordinator, World Bank
Discussion of examples from APEC economies that have been successful in building partnerships.  Discussion followed by Q&A.

Break-out sessions on public/private partnerships



	Moderators for sessions include: Dr. Edward Derrick, Director of Research Competitiveness Program, AAAS, USA; Dr. Tran Ngoc Ca, Deputy Director, NISTPASS, Vietnam; Dr. Mark Milutinovich, Senior Program Associate, Research Competitiveness Program, AAAS, USA; Dr. Anthony “Bud” Rock, Vice President for Global Engagement, Arizona State University, USA.


4.
Registration 

For registration of the Symposium, please complete and return the Symposium Registration Form at Annex 1 by e‑mail or by fax to the contact points below not later than 20 August 2008:
· Mr. BUI Quoc Khanh: E-mail: bqkhanh@most.gov.vn or quockhanh@hotmail.com;
· Mrs. HA Thi Lam Hong: E-mail:  lhong@most.gov.vn; or halamhong@yahoo.com
Tel.: 84-4-943 9192;
Fax:  84-4-943 9987

A registration desk will be set up outside the meeting room at Hanoi Fortuna Hotel during the registration period. Identification badges for the meeting can be collected upon registration.

4.1
Active Participants Funded by APEC (from travel-eligible economies)
4.1.1 Travel and per diem funding (including accommodation) will be provided for up to two (2) participants from travel-eligible APEC member economies (i.e., Chile, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mexico, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, the Russian Federation, Thailand, and Viet Nam). APEC travel-eligible member economies are invited to nominate two (2) participants for the workshop to be funded by APEC. Up to two (2) participants from each travel-eligible APEC member economy will be provided with round-trip Economy airfare by the most direct route (subject to APEC terms and conditions), as well as a per diem allowance for three (3) nights during the symposium.
4.1.2 Potential participants should not be regular participants of the ISTWG meetings and ideally be nominated by the APEC Industrial Science & Technology Working Group representative of each member economy.  APEC travel-eligible member economies that wish to nominate participants funded by APEC should submit a Nomination Form at Annex 2 to the workshop organizer (AAAS) as soon as possible but no later than 4 August 2008, preferably via email.   Please send your nominations Dr. Tom Wang at email: twang@aaas.org. Should there be no current and active ISTWG representative for a particular economy, please directly contact Dr. Tom Wang.
4.1.3 The workshop organizer will send a List of Confirmed Active Participants (only those funded by APEC) to APEC to prepare the undertakings.   An undertaking needs to be signed by each APEC-funded traveler at least two weeks before the meeting commences.  The APEC Secretariat will not reimburse travel costs which are not supported by the signed undertaking.
4.1.4 It will then be the responsibility of each APEC-funded participant to submit his/her  best economy class airfare quotation and detailed travel itinerary  from a travel agent  to  APEC  for approval  (attention : Ms. Belinda Chok,  Email : bec@apec.org,  Fax : (65) 68 919 690)  as soon as possible  to avoid higher airfares, for visa application, etc.    Participants should obtain their airfares for the most direct and economical route, which must be a RESTRICTED/Discounted ticket, excluding travel insurance, etc. Participants have to purchase their own air-tickets (only after APEC’s approval). APEC operates on a reimbursement basis.
4.1.5 Other participants of the Symposium will bear the cost for their own participation. 
5. Accommodation 
5.1. There are three designated hotels which are located within 5 to 15 minutes walking distance from the meeting venue, Hanoi Fortuna Hotel.  The hotels are well‑connected with public transport to the city centre and its major areas.  The map of hotels location is attached to the Hotel Reservation Form in the Annex 3.

5.2. All delegates are requested to reserve, guarantee and arrange payment of their rooms with the hotel directly.  Please send the completed hotel reservation form at Annex 3 by email or by fax to the indicated address no later than 15 August 2008.  While provisional bookings have been made with the hotels, rooms will be reserved on a first-come-first-serve basis.  Delegates are recommended to reserve hotel rooms and air ticket as early as possible since the period from September to April is a high season of tourism.

6.
Transport for Delegates

For transfer between airport and the hotel on arrival at the Hanoi’s Noi Bai International Airport, delegates may choose the following transport to the hotel:
· Airport pick-up and transfer to designated hotel by car: Please fill in and send the attached in Annex 3 Pick-up Reservation Form and made your direct payment for it. The travel time is approximately 45-60 minutes, depending on the traffic.

· Airport Taxi: It costs around 250,000 VND (approx. US$15) from the Airport to the designated hotels or other destination in Hanoi’s dowtown.  The travel time is approximately 45-60 minutes, depending on the traffic. Please check the price and availability of receipt before the trip.

7.
Visit Visa / Entry Permit Requirement
7.1. If you are APEC business card holders, citizens of ASEAN member countries or holding a valid diplomatic/official passport of countries in the list below, you will not need a visa/ entry permit for a visa free period of 14 days:
	Nationality of foreign country 
	Types of passport

	Brunei Darussalam
	Diplomatic, Official, Popular

	China, P.R.
	Diplomatic, Official

	Indonesia
	Diplomatic, Official, Popular

	Japan
	Diplomatic, Official

	Republic of Korea
	Diplomatic, Official

	Malaysia
	Diplomatic, Official, Popular

	Philippines
	Diplomatic, Official, Popular

	Russia
	Diplomatic, Official

	Singapore
	Diplomatic, Official, Popular

	Thailand
	Diplomatic, Official, Popular


Please check the visa requirements for your respective economy with respective Vietnam’s Embassy or Consulate abroad for updated information before the travel.

7.2. For holders of all other travel documents not listed/blank above, you will need a visa/ entry permit for visit to Vietnam. ISTWG-Vietnam focal points will apply for your visa/ entry permit to Vietnam upon your application with the following passport details of the applicant: 1) Full name; 2) Sex; 3) Date of Birth; 4) Original Nationality; 5) Present Nationality: 6) Current Profession; 7) Type and Number of Passport; and 8) Place for visa collection*. 
* Note: You should indicate a Vietnam’s Embassy or Consulate abroad, such as Washington D.C., San Francisco, Ottawa, Canberra, Taipei, Hong Kong, Macao etc., where you will collect your visa when its availability will be notified to you by ISTWG-Vietnam focal points.
8.
Travel Information 

8.1 Weather
September is beginning of the autumn and fine tourism season in Ha Noi, Viet Nam, except for some late tropical typhoon.  The weather is usually humid with average temperature ranging from 20o C to 25o C and humidity near 90%.  Weather forecast can be checked at Yahoo and other media. 
8.2 Currency and Credit Cards
National currency is Vietnamese Dong (VND) which can be convertible at banks or in the market at exchange rate of approximately VND 16,000 to one US dollar, varying in accordance with the government and market rates. 

The amount of US$5,000 or equivalent of foreign currency can be freely brought into or out of Vietnam. Other sums must be declared to the customs upon arrival or departure. 
Internationally recognized credit cards are accepted in all major hotels and some restaurants, department stores and shops. Please check it before transaction. 

8.3 Electricity

Electricity supply in Vietnam operates at 220 volts AC, 50 HZ.  Delegates are reminded to bring their own adaptor for use throughout the meeting.

8.4 Medical Insurance

All participants are advised to get travel insurance before traveling to Vietnam.
8.5 Local Time
Local time is 7 hours ahead of GMT.

8.6 Languages
The official language of Symposium is English. Details

If you have any question about logistics and arrangements of the Symposium, please contact:

· Mr. BUI Quoc Khanh: E-mail: bqkhanh@most.gov.vn or quockhanh@hotmail.com; or
· Mrs. HA Thi Lam Hong: E-mail:  lhong@most.gov.vn; or halamhong@yahoo.com
     Tel.: 84-4-943 9192;
Fax:  84-4-943 9987
Department of International Cooperation,

Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST),

#39, Tran Hung Dao Street, Ha Noi, Viet Nam.
For details on the project and symposium, please contact:
Tom C. Wang, Ph.D.
Director for International Cooperation
Office of the Chief International Officer
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS)
1200 New York Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20005 USA
tel: +1 (202) 326-6658
fax: +1 (202) 289-4958
email: twang@aaas.org
www.aaas.org
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APEC Symposium on Research and Innovation: Policy Mechanisms for Science and Technology Planning and Building Public/Private Partnership 

10 – 11 September 2008
Fortuna Hotel, Ha Noi, Viet Nam
REGISTRATION FORM

	Delegate Particulars

	Name
(Mr/ Mrs/ Ms/ Dr)
	

	
	(Please type or write your Family Name in BLOCK letters)

	Economy
	

	Position/Designation
	

	Department/Division
	

	Ministry/Organization
	

	Full Address
	

	Telephone No.

(Please include country and area code)
	
	Fax No.
	

	E-mail:
	

	Arrival Date
	
	Flight No.
	
	Arrival Time
	

	Departure Date
	
	Flight No.
	
	Departure Time
	

	Hotel
	

	Special Dietary Requirement:  □ Vegetarian
□ Others (please specify)


Please submit Hotel and Airport Pick-up reservation separately by 15 August 2008 - see Hotel and Pick-up Reservation Forms at Annex 3.
ANNEX 2

APEC Symposium on Research and Innovation: Policy Mechanisms for Science and Technology Planning and Building Public/Private Partnership
Hanoi, 10-11 September 2008
NOMINATION FORM FOR ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS  FUNDED BY APEC

(FOR APEC TRAVEL-ELLIGIBLE ECONOMIES*)
PARTICIPANT NOMINATION

	Nominator

	Name:       
Economy:       
Ministry:       
Position:       
Tel:       
Fax:       
Email:       


	Nominee 1

	Name:       
Economy:       
Ministry:       
Position:       
Tel:       
Fax:       
Email:       


	Nominee 2

	Name:       
Economy:       
Ministry:  
Position:       
Tel:       
Fax:       
Email:       



NOMINATION PROCEDURE AND ALLOWANCE AND EXPENSES:
1.
Each travel-eligible APEC member economy can nominate up to two (2) participants. Participants should be nominated by the ISTWG representative of each member economy.** Nominations should reach no later than 4 August 2008. 

2.
The APEC Secretariat will provide the participants confirmed to be funded by APEC on the travel expenses, i.e. round-trip Economy airfare by the most direct route (subject to APEC terms and conditions), as well as a per diem allowance. 
Please forward nominations by 4 August 2008 to (by email):

Dr. Tom Wang 
Director for International Cooperation

Office of the Chief International Officer

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS)
Tel: (+1) 202-326-6658 

Fax : (+1) 202-289-4958
Email: twang@aaas.org
*The travel-eligible APEC member economies are: Chile, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mexico, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, the Russian Federation, Thailand, and Viet Nam.
** Should there be no current and active ISTWG representative for a particular economy, please directly contact Dr. Tom Wang.
� Additional speakers are being confirmed.





