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1.  Purpose
This circular provides administrative, logistical and general information for the seminar on Globally Harmonized System (GHS) Implementation and Technical Assistance,               Bangkok, Thailand.

2.  Background
2.1  According to 12th APEC Economic Leader’s Meeting, under APEC’s 2004 theme “One Community, Our Future”, Globally Harmonized System (GHS) responds directly to the vision statement particularly regarding its implementation within APEC by 2006. Classification and hazard communication has to be harmonized in order to develop       a single system in APEC region. GHS is an important tool to provide necessary protection for their citizens while enabling them to participate in international trade.
2.2 In addition, guidance from the GHS purple Book is anticipated that technical assistance tool will be made available to assist and promote implementation. Unfortunately, some parts of the purple book especially on health and environmental hazard are difficult to comply due to the complexity of local situation. Seminars in Taipei, 22nd – 24th September 2003, and in Kuala Lumber, September 2004, aimed at enhancing awareness, capacity building, and taking into account cost-benefit and potential impact of GHS in facilitating international trade. 
2.3 This seminar is related to enhance GHS technical tools, following up implementation, and establishment of sustainable development framework and information network      on GHS.
2.4 The seminar will be hosting three days, the first day and second day will be covered various topics on GHS Implementation such as the methodology and the best practice in situation analysis  on GHS Implementation at national level by experts and APEC’s participants. For the third day, we will visit the factory where using GHS in the workplace. This seminar is widely open to participants from all APEC which further details related to the seminar and registration will be circulating shortly by website:http://www.apec.org  or  www2.diw.go.th/apecthai/

3.  Meeting Date and Venues

3.1 The seminar on Globally Harmonized System (GHS) Implementation and Technical Assistance will be held in Bangkok, Thailand, from Wednesday 20th to Friday 22nd September 2006.

3.2 The venue of this seminar will be :




Novotel Bangkok Hotel, Siam Square 



Siam Square Soi 6, 




Bangkok 10330, Thailand



Tel: +66 2 209 8888 ext 2415, Fax: +66 2 255 1824



Email: hotel@novotelbkk.com



Website: www.novotelbkk.com

4.  Programme
The tentative agenda and programme for the seminar are included on ANNEX A.

5.  Contacts
5.1 This seminar is organized by the Thailand Government, Department of Industrial works (DIW), Ministry of Industry in cooperation with APEC. The agencies subsidizing this seminar are APEC, The Thailand Ministry of Industry by DIW and The Federation of Thai Industries. The other agencies are supporting on many activities by Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The office of Industrial Economies, Thai crop protection association and etc.

5.2 For Information on the seminar, please contact:



Project Overseer Team



Hazardous Substances Control Bureau 



Department of Industrial Works, Ministry of Industry



75/6 Rama VI Rd., Ratchathevi



Bangkok 10400 Thailand


Tel  : +662 202 4202, +662 202 4248



Fax : +662 354 3223



E-mail address : apec_thailand@diw.go.th, apec.thailand@gmail.com

6.  Registration

6.1 All delegates are required to complete the registration form (Annex B) and send them via fax or e-mail to:



Project Overseer Team



Hazardous Substances Control Bureau 



Department of Industrial Works, Ministry of Industry



75/6 Rama VI Rd., Ratchathevi



Bangkok 10400 Thailand


Tel  : +662 202 4202, 4248



Fax : +662 354 3223



E-mail address : apec_thailand@diw.go.th, apec.thailand@gmail.com
6.2 APEC TILF funding is available to cover the costs of the most direct return restricted economy airfare and per diem (accommodation, meals and incidental costs) for two (2) representatives from each travel eligible economy (Chile, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mexico, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Peru, the Russian Federation, and Viet Nam). Other economies are encouraged to nominate and self-fund expert speakers and participants.

6.3 In order to comply with the APEC Secretariat’s travel requirements, please advise acceptance or otherwise (contact details below) of this invitation by no later than Tuesday, August 15, 2006, along with the registration form and travel details (flight itinerary and all airfare quotes, including taxes) of your nominated representatives.  The  representatives should  be the official  and   or  from private  sectors who involve  in  or have  responsibility  for  GHS  implementation in  your economy.
6.4 This will enable the APEC Secretariat to approve the travel funding and prepare the required ‘Travel Undertaking’ for each nominated representative, and to process reimbursement of airfare and per diem costs immediately after the workshop. Further information on the process for obtaining APEC funding can be found at Annex D .  There may be some possibility of advance payment to cover airfare and per diem. Please advise as soon as possible if your nominated experts will require an advance payment. 
7.  Document Reproduction and Distribution
Delegates who wish to distribute their documents and presentations should be submitted in electronic file to Project Overseer Team before September 1, 2006 by email address: apec_thailand@diw.go.th  or  apec.thailand@gmail.com.
8.  Accommodation
8.1  Novotel Hotel on Siam Square is a venue for this seminar.

8.2 Delegates are requested to reserve, guarantee and arrange payment of their rooms at these hotels directly. 

8.3 Reservation must be made before August 21, 2006 for a benefit of a special rate as shown on reservation form (Annex C). Room availability can be guaranteed if the reservation is made after August 21, 2006. Rooms will be reserved on a first-come-first-serve basis.

For reservation at venue hotel please contact: 




Sales Department (Ms. Jarunun Sripromma)




Novotel Hotel on Siam Square




Siam Square Soi 6, 




Bangkok 10330, Thailand




Tel (66-2) 209 8888 Ext. 2415 




Fax (66-2) 255 2445




E-Mail: secdos@novotelbkk.com or jurunum-sales@novotelbkk.com
9. Arrivals and Entry Formalities

9.1 All delegates are required to hold valid passport to enter Thailand. Delegates from certain Economies require visas to enter the country.  Delegates are responsible for arranging their visas, if required. For details related to visa requirement for entering Thailand, please see the Table 1 below
Table 1

Visa Requirement to enter Thailand for APEC Economies’ Passport Holders

	Economy
	Diplomatic Passport
	Official 

Passport
	Ordinary 

Passport

	
	Visa Requirement
	Visa Requirement
	Visa Requirement

	
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No

	Australia
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	

	Brunei Darussalam
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	

	Canada
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	

	Chile
	
	•  (90)
	
	•  (90)
	
	• (90)

	People’s Republic of China
	
	•  (30)
	
	•  (30)
	•
	

	Hong Kong, China
	•
	
	•
	
	
	•  (30)

	Indonesia
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	

	Japan
	
	•  (90)
	
	•  (90)
	•
	

	Korea
	
	•  (90)
	
	•  (90)
	
	•  (90)

	Malaysia
	
	•  (90)
	
	•  (90)
	•
	

	Mexico
	
	•  (90)
	
	•  (90)
	•
	

	New Zealand
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	

	Papua New Guinea
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	

	Peru
	
	•  (90)
	
	•  (90)
	
	• (90)

	Philippines
	
	•  (90)
	
	•  (90)
	•
	

	The Russian Federation
	
	•  (90)
	
	•  (90)
	•
	

	Singapore
	
	•  (90)
	
	•  (90)
	•
	

	Chinese Taipei
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	

	Viet Nam
	•  (30)
	
	•  (30)
	
	• (30)
	

	United States of America
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	


9.2 For more information on visa requirement for entry to Thailand, please check at the      

       website : http://www.mfa.go.th   

10. Transportation

10.1 Bangkok International Airport is about 25 kilometers from the Novotel Hotel, Siam Square. It will take about 30 minutes to travel to the seminar venue. Rate of Transportation tariff is as follow:
- Novotel Hotel’s Limousine : Baht 1,400/car/trip


- Thai Limousine Service: 
    Baht 1,875 /per car (pre-pay at the counter and 



                 obtain a coupon).


-  Public Metered-Taxi:
Fare shown on meter, plus Baht 50 surcharge for 




boarding at the airport. Toll way fee, if used for 







speedier driving, is charged separately.

10.2 For registration of Airport pick-up by Novotel Hotel, Please see the Accommodation Registration Form (ANNEX C)
10.3  Delegate are responsible for their own travel arrangement.
11.  Dress Code
The dress code for the seminar is working attire.

12.  General Information about Thailand
12.1  Location: Centrally located in the Southeast Asia, the country covers  over 513,000 square kilometers and is bordered by Myanmar (formerly Burma) to the North & West (also by the Indian Ocean), Cambodia and the Gulf of Thailand (The Gulf of Siam) in the East, and Malaysia in the South. It is approximately 2,500 km North to South and 1,250 km East to West and has 1,840 km of coastline to the Gulf of Siam and 865 km to the Indian Ocean.
         It divides into four regions:
North
Mountainous, forests, ridges and deep, narrow alluvial valleys, whose center is Chiang Mai.
South
Mostly to mountainous, thick forests and rich deposits of minerals and ores and the centre rubber production and other cultivated crops.
Central 
The basin of the Chao Phraya River, fertile and lush and the richest rice producing area of the country often referred to as ‘the Rice Bowl of Asia’. 
Northeast 
Rolling surfaces of undulating hills, harsh climatic conditions often subjected to the extremes of drought or floods. 

12.2   Bangkok Information

Bangkok is one of Asia’s most cosmopolitan cities. Created as the Thai capital in 1782 by the first monarch of the present Chakri dynasty, Bangkok is a national treasure house and Thailand’s spiritual, cultural, political, commercial, educational and diplomatic centre. Major tourist attractions such as glittering Buddhist temples, palaces and numerous shopping centres.
12.3  Weather Information: Thailand enjoys a tropical climate with three distinct seasons-hot and dry from February to May (average temperature 34 degrees Celsius and 75% humidity); rainy with plenty of sunshine from June to October (average day temperature 29 degrees Celsius and 87% humidity); and cool from November to January (temperatures range from 32 degrees Celsius to below 20 degrees Celsius with a drop in humidity). Much lower temperatures are endured in the North and Northeast while nighttime. The South has a tropical rainforest climate with temperatures meaning 28 degrees Celsius almost all year round.
12.4 The current population of Thailand is approximately 61.5 million and about 10 million of whom live in the capital city of Bangkok.

12.5 Currency
Thailand’s unit of currency is Baht. The exchange rate is about US$1 = 38.20฿. Major foreign currencies are exchangeable at the airport, banks, hotels and shopping arcades. Major credit cards (Visa Card, Master Card, etc.) are accepted.

12.6 Time 

Thailand’s standard time zone is GMT +7 hours.

12.7 Internet
Broadband and wireless internet services are available in all major hotels and at the seminar venues.

12.8 Electricity and Water Supply
The standard electricity supply in Thailand is 220 Volts, 50 Hz, AC. Most Power plugs used are two-pins with rounded pins, except in international hotels. 

12.9 Phone Services
Local phone services are reliable.   Both GSM and CDMA mobile phone systems are in operation Public phone can be found in everywhere around the city. There are in the form of coin-operated pay phones and card phones. Phone cards can be bought at convenience stores, post offices or hotels. 

12.10 Tourism
          Information on tourism and other information can be found at: 




http://www.tourismthailand.org   

ANNEX A

TENTATIVE SEMINAR PROGRAM 

Day 1 (20th September 06)

	08:30-09:30
	Registration

	
	

	09.30-09.45
	Opening Ceremony   (By Ministry of Industry)

	
	

	09.45-10.45
	SESSION I : GHS  Review  and Future  Plan  of  UNSCE- GHS  

by  Dr. Kim Headrick

	
	Open Discussion

	
	

	10.45-11.15
	Coffee / Tea Break

	
	

	11.15-12.30
	SESSION II : GHS  Implementation by  UNITAR   

	
	Open Discussion

	
	

	12.30-14.00
	Lunch Break

	
	

	14.00-15.30
	SESSION III :  GHS  Implementation  of  APEC regional countries

	
	By APEC regional countries

	
	Open Discussion

	
	

	15.30-16.00
	Coffee / Tea Break

	
	

	16.00-17.30
	SESSION III :  GHS  Implementation  of  APEC regional countries (cont)

	
	By APEC regional countries

	
	Open Discussion

	
	

	
	Closing Seminar of Day 1 


Day 2 (21st September 06)

	08:30-09:30
	Registration

	
	

	09.30-11.00
	SESSION  IV : Perspectives of Agricultural  Chemical  Industry  on  Applicability of  GHS

	
	By Ms. Christine  Kelly    

	
	

	
	Open Discussion

	
	

	11.00-11.30
	Coffee / Tea Break

	
	

	11.30-12.30
	SESSION V : Framework  and  Information Network on  GHS 

	
	By  Dr. Karon  Amstrong

	
	Open Discussion

	
	

	12.30-14.00
	Lunch Break

	
	

	14.00-15.30
	SESSION VI : International  Challenge  Experience among  APEC

	
	Panel Discussion By Mr.Hiroshi JONAI, Dr. Kim Headrick and  Mr. Soodsakorn Putho

	
	

	15.30-16.00
	Coffee / Tea Break

	
	

	16.00-17.30
	SESSION VI : International Challenge Experience among APEC (cont.)

	
	Panel Discussion  By Mr. Kozo ARAI , Ms. Karon E. Armstrong and Mr. Chaveng Chao

	
	

	
	Closing Seminar of Day 2


Day 3 (22nd September 06)

Study Tour 

	07:00-07:15
	Depart from Hotel 

	
	

	10.00-11.15
	Arrive at Clariant Chemical Ltd., (Bangpoo Factory) / Overview and presentation of chemical safety management of Clariant Plant   (Break-in)

	
	

	11.15-12.30
	Plant tour

	
	

	12.30-12.45
	Arrive at Bangpoo golf club and restaurant 

	
	

	12.45-13.30
	Lunch time

	
	

	13.30-14.00
	Arrive at Bangpoo Ancient City

	
	

	14.00-17.00
	Visit Bangpoo Ancient City

	
	

	17.00-18.30
	Arrive at the hotel

	
	


ANNEX B

Seminar on Globally Harmonized System (GHS) Implementation and 

Technical Assistance

20-22 September 2006

Novotel Bangkok on Siam Square

Bangkok, Thailand

Please complete and send by fax to (66-2) 354 3223 or e-mail to apec_thailand@diw.go.th and apec.thailand@gmail.com no later than 15th August 2006
Part I: Identification

	Title
	( Mr. ( Mrs. ( Ms. ( Other (please specify) …………………

	Name 
	

	Last Name
	

	Name on the badge
	

	Position/Designation
	

	Organization
	

	Address
	

	Economy
	

	Tel 
	
	Fax
	
	E-mail
	


Part II: Travel Arrangements

	
	Day/Month/Year
	Airline
	Flight #
	Time

	Arrival
	
	
	
	

	Departure
	
	
	
	


Part III: GHS Implementation 

	A. Status on Implementation of your economy.

	( Implementing. Started implementation in year ………

( Will start implementation in year ……..

( Considering to adopt GHS

( Others (Please specify):

Expected completion year …………..



	B. Please list existing laws related to GHS in your economy.

	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

	C. Please list organizations related to GHS implementation in your economy and specify your position.

	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

	D. Please describe briefly about GHS implementation plan of your economy.    

	

	E. Please describe problems in implementing GHS in your economy. 

	

	F. Please provide details description on your duties, responsibilities and explain how it is related to The GHS Implementation.

	


ANNEX C

NOVOTEL BANGKOK ON SIAM SQUARE ROOM RESERVATION FORM

Your Company Name:  Department of Industrial Works / Ministry of Industry

Conference Name: Seminar on Globally Harmonized System (GHS) Implementation and Technical Assistance
Conference Period:  20 – 21 September 2006


Accommodation Period:
19 – 23 September 2006 

	First Name                   Last name
	Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr./H.E.
	Other Names (Alias)

	
	
	

	Address

	

	Passport No.     

                                                 
	
	Nationality
	

	Arrival Date
	Arrival Flight to BKK 
	Departure Date
	Departure Flight

	
	
	
	

	Office Tel No. 
	Office Fax
	Mobile Phone No.
	E-Mail 

	
	
	
	

	

	AIRPORT TRANSFER: THB 1,400 net/Car/Trip (max 3 guests /car)

Limousine from the airport to the hotel        ( Yes         ( No                                                                
Limousine from the hotel to the airport        ( Yes         ( No               

Remark: If your flight lands at terminal no.1 please turn left after passing through the custom, and if your flight lands at terminal no.2 please turn right after passing through the custom to meet our airport representative who shows the sign that identifies the hotel name and logo.                                                                                                                     

	CHARGE DETAILS
	(
	Credit card no.:
	Expiry Date:

	
	
	Type of Credit Card – Visa, Master, AMEX, Diners or JCB
	Please choose one.

	
	
	Name on credit card
	
	  
	

	Credit card details are required in order to guarantee the room.  One night room charge plus service charge and applicable tax will apply as no-show charge on the day of expected arrival if cancellation is not made 24 hours prior to arrival day.


	TYPE OF ACCOMMODATION
	ROOM RATE

Single      Twin/Dbl
	OCCUPANTS

Adult     Child
	TOTAL No. of Rooms
	Smoking
	Non-Smoking

	Superior Room
	THB 3,500
	THB 3,700
	
	
	
	
	

	Deluxe Room
	THB 4,500
	THB 4,700
	
	
	
	
	


Remark: Above room rates are quoted in Thai Baht. The above rates are net, per room per night, inclusive of 10% service charge and applicable government tax, currently 7% and including buffet breakfast.
	Signature
	
	
	Date
	


Please note that the hotel’s check-in time is 14.00 hours and check out time is 12.00 noon. This reservation form is strictly for the above conference only, guests who do not use this form will be considered they have personal arrangements. 

Please fax the completed form to our SALES DEPARTMENT FAX No. +66 2 255 2445 or E-MAIL TO secdos@novotelbkk.com or jarunun-sales@novotelbkk.com BEFORE 21 August 2006.

      For official use

	The above room reservation is confirmed/on waitlist

	

	Hotel Staff:
	
	Date
	


ANNEX D

PROCEDURE FOR CLAIMING REIMBURSEMENT

1.
Background

1.1
The GHS Seminar is an APEC-funded project that receives funds from the APEC Trade and Investment Liberalisation Fund (TILF) to run workshops, training and other events.  APEC Secretariat is required to account for all the funds used, so it is very important that all participants follow the correct steps so that: 

· travel, accommodation and other expenses are approved by the APEC Secretariat BEFORE the event; and

· reimbursement claims are lodged properly and within the necessary timeframe afterwards.

2.
Procedures - Participants' Responsibilities

2.1.1 The following steps must be followed:

Step 1

Usually, organisers or Project Overseers will send an invitation to the contact person/s in a participating economy, and that contact person will forward the invitation to selected participants

Step 2

Participants (from travel eligible economies) must advise the organisers of the event of their proposed travel arrangements.  (After checking the details, organisers are then required to forward participants’ travel and accommodation details to the APEC Secretariat to enable the Secretariat to draft an Undertaking in respect of each participant).  It is recommended that participants forward their travel and accommodation details to the event organiser at least 15 working days before they intend to travel.  
Step 3

The APEC Secretariat checks the proposed travel and accommodation arrangements to ensure they meet TILF guidelines, and then directly sends each participant, via email or fax, the Undertaking document for their signature. 

Step 4

Participants are required to sign the Undertaking and return it to the APEC Secretariat at least 5 working days before travel commences. Once the Undertaking is submitted to the APEC Secretariat the travel can be approved, and only then may the participant actually attend the event.

Step 5

After the event, the participants need to submit a formal claim in order to receive their reimbursement.  This involves sending the original copies of documents to the APEC Secretariat.  The documents, which must be ORIGINALS, required are:

(i) airfare invoice issued from travel agent; (if tickets were bought on-line then please so indicate and provide a copy certified by you of airline/agent confirmation advice); and
(ii) air-ticket receipt; (if e-tickets were used then please so indicate)
Step 6

After each event, the Project Overseer must certify who attended the event, so that claims can be matched up with undertakings and the list of who actually attended, before any reimbursements can proceed.  If you do not receive your reimbursement, you should check with the Project Overseer to make sure your name was on the attendance list.

Evaluation Form

All participants, both experts and trainees, need to complete an evaluation form, which is also submitted to APEC Secretariat afterwards. The organisers of the event will provide participants with this form.
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