	Individual Action Plan Update for VietNam for 2010

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how VietNam is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) Note 1
	Improvements made since  2009 IAP Note 2
	Further Improvements Planned Note 2

	Tariffs
	Circular No. 216/2009/TT-BTC on Viet Nam’s 2010 Preferential Tariff Nomenclature is issued by the Minister of Finance.  A number of Minister of Finance’s Decisions were issued, which include information on Viet Nam’s special and preferential tariff nomenclature to implement : ASEAN – Korea FTA for period 2009 – 2011, ASEAN – China FTA for period 2009 – 2011, ASEAN – Japan Comprehensive Partnership for period 2008 – 2012; ASEAN – India Agreement on Trade in Goods.


	N/A

	Non-Tariff Measures
	No change from July 2009 to May 2010.
	N/A

	Services


	Distribution services:

The following decrees have been issued:

· Government’s Decree No 84/2009/ND-CP dated October 15, 2009 on trading of petrol and oil.

· Government’s Decree No. 107/2009/ND-CP dated November 26, 2009 on trading of liquefied petroleum gas.

· Government’s Decree No. 114/2009/ND-CP dated December 23, 2009 amending and supplementing a number of articles of the Government’s Decree No. 02/2003/ND-CP dated January 14, 2003 on market development and management.

· Circular No. 11/2010/TT-BCT dated March 29, 2010 of the Ministry of Industry and Trade promulgating the regulation on agents trading in liquefied petroleum gas.

Audio-Visual services:

The following decree has been issued:

· Decree No. 54/2010/ND – CP, dated 21 May 2010 is promulgated with details regulations on the implementation of the Law on Cinematography and Law on revising and supplementing a number of articles under this Law, which is effective starting 07/7/2010 and substitutes Decree No. 96/2007/ND – CP.

Entertainment services: 

The following decree has been issued:

· Government’s Decree No.103/2009/NĐ-CP, dated 06/11/2009, which regulates the operation regulation on public services. 

Tourism services:

On 12/4/2010, the Ministry of Finance has promulgated Circulars No. 47/2010/TT-BTC on collecting, submitting and using the classification valuation fee for tourism base and basic business valuation fee which meets the standards of tourists; Circular No. 4/2010/TT-BTC regulating collection and management of fee for issuing international tour business license, branch establishment license, foreign tourism representative office in Viet Nam, tourist guide certificate issuance, tourist speaksperson certificate, which are effective starting 27/5/2010.

Environmental Services:

· Environmental Services Development Program towards 2020 is formulated, wherein enviromental development services policy and orientation is stressed in line with WTO commitments. This program was approved by the Prime Minister in Decision No. 249/QĐ-TTg, dated 10th February 2010.

· In parallel with environmental protection policy and mechanism, on 10/02/2010, the Prime Minister signed Decision No.249/QĐ-TTg to approve  “Environmental Services development program towards 2020”, with key elements such as: (i) Environmental services development is an important content of the services development strategy in the National Socio-Economic deelopment plan; (ii) Environmental services development contributes to enhance competitiveness of domestic businesses on environmetal services; (iii) Develop environmntal services according to appropriate roadmap and steps in line with WTO’s regulations and the country’s socio-economic development; (iv) Government encourages and facilitates for foreign and domestic organizations and individuals to participate in environmental services development.

Medical Services

On May 2010, the Law on Health Care was issued and take effect since 1 January 2011. The law regulates the rights and obligations of patients, medical practitioners, units; conditions for practitioners and units; professional conditions, technical application of new methods; default in profession, handling of petition, conditions to secure the practice. 

Banking and financial services: 

The following decrees have been issued:

· Decree 10/2010/NĐ-CP issued on 12/02/2010 regarding credit informational activities.

· Circular 04/2010/TT-NHNN dated 11/02/2010 regulating the merge and acquisition (M&A) of credit institutions.

· Circular 06/2010/TT-NHNN dated 26/12/2010 guiding the organization, management, operation, charter capital, share transfer, supplementing and adjusting license and charter of commercial banks.

· Circular 08/2010/TT-NHNN dated 22/3/2010 providing regulation on special control.

Foreign exchange and exchange rate management
The following decrees have been issued:

· Circular 19/2009/TT-NHNN dated 24/8/2009 guiding foreign exchange management over transaction of government bonds in foreign currency which was issued in accordance with the Decision 211/QĐ-TTg issued on 13/2/2009 by the Prime Minister.

· Circular 25/2009/TT-NHNN issued on 15/12/2009 to supplement Article 1 of Decision No 09/2008/QĐ-NHNN dated 10/4/2008 by the Governor of the SBV regarding foreign currency lending by credit institutions to residents. 

· Circular 10/2010/TT-NHNN issued on 26/3/2010 revising Item 2 in Article 2 of Circular 01/2010/TT-NHNN dated 06/01/2010 regarding the abolishment of the Decision 03/2006/QĐ-NHNN issued on 18/01/2006 about gold trading using foreign accounts and Decision 11/2007/QĐ-NHNN issued on 15/3/2007 revising and supplementing Decision 03/2006/QĐ-NHNN.

Exchange rate mechanism:

· The band for the exchange rate between VND and USD has been adjusted from +/- 5% to +/- 3% since 26/11/2009.

Multimodal transportation business services

· The Ministry of Transportation submitted to the government and promulgated a Decree no.87/2009/ND-CP dated October 19, 2009 on multimodal transportation.

Dịch vụ kinh doanh vận tải bằng ô-tô

· Bộ GTVT đã trình Chính phủ và đã ban hành Nghị định số 91/2009/NĐ-CP ngày 21/10/2009 của Chính phủ về kinh doanh và điều kiện kinh doanh vận tải bằng xe ô tô

Automobile transportation business services

The Ministry of Transportation submitted to the government and promulgated a Decree no.91/2009/ND-CP dated October 21, 2009 on business and business conditions for automobile transportation.
Aviation Transportation Services

Implementing provisions of the Law on Civil Aviation in 2006 and the Government Decree No.76/2007/ND dated 9 May 2007 regulating aviation transportation business and general aviation. Providing license of aviation transportation business for 01 airlines called TraiThien Air Cargo and 01 airlines of general aviation called BlueSky Air.

· Circular No. 26/2009/TT-BGTVT dated 28 October 2009 of the Ministry of Transportation stipulating transportation by airways and general aviation.

· Decision No.426/QD-BTC dated 15 February 2010 of Minister of the Ministry of Finance on prices of some aviation services at the airport and airlines ports of Vietnam.

For more information, pls contact:

Aviation Transportation Division, Aviation Department of Vietnam

Tel: (844) 38272281, Fax: (844) 38272290

Email: atd@caa.gov.vn
Educational services
· Amending and supplementing some provisions stipulated in the Decision No. 07/2009/QD-TTg dated 15 January 2010 of the Prime Minister regulating conditions and procedures for establishment, operation suspension, merging…..of universities in accordance with the Law on amendment and supplement of some provisions stated in the Law on education (Law No 44/2009/QH12) which enacted since 1 July 2010.

· Drafting a Government Decree to replace the Decree No. 06/2000/ND-CP dated 06 March 2000 stipulating foreign investment cooperation in the fields of disease examination and curing, education and training, and science research; and to replace the Decree No. 18/2001/ND-CP dated 04 May 2001 regarding establishment and operation of foreign educational and cultural agencies in Vietnam. The new Decree is now being submitted to the Ministry of Justice for appraisal and will be presented to the government for promulgation in 2010.


	· To issue a new Decree to amend and supplement the Government’s Decree No. 59/2006/ND-CP dated June 12, 2006 providing detailed provisions for implementation of the Commercial Law with respect to goods and services in which business is prohibited, restricted and subject to conditions.

· In the process of drafting guideline documents for Decree 54/2010/ND-CP. 

· To  promulgate an Inter-circular  by the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism and the Ministry of Transportation which provides guidance on tourist transportation by qualified automobiles and automobile qualification certificate issuance; 

· To promulgate a Circular guiding the implementation of the Law on Tourism on tourist hubs, tourist city; 

· To set up criteria for tourist ship.

· Continue to develop the Environmental development programme towards 2010. This program is the legal basis, an important milestone in establishing and refining the policy mechanism on environmental development aspect.

· In the process of of formulating “Environmental services development strategy towards 2020 and vision towards 2030.”

In the coming time, the Health Care Ministry will regulate in details and guide the implementation of some articles in the law; develop the decrees to regulate on insurance in health care; develop circulars to guide the implementation of national professional standards in medical practice; as well as issue certifications for practitioners, licences for units to practise for both state owned and private units. 

· The Law on the State Bank of Vietnam (SBV) (amended), Law on Credit Institutions (CIs) (amended) have been approved by the XXII National Assembly during their VII meeting on 16/6/2010 and will come into effect from 1/1/2011; to issues legal document to guide the implementation of the Law on the SBV and Law on CIs.

· To issue circular to guide the implementation of decree N
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10/2010/NĐ-CP issued on 12/02/2010 regarding to the credit informational activities.

· To issue the regulation on supervising and evaluating the effectiveness of performance of, and rating for financial companies financial leasing companies.

· To draft circular on foreign exchange management guiding direct and indirect investment from Vietnam to abroad.

· To draft circular on foreign exchange management over lending and to reclaim foreign debts.

· To improve circular on foreign exchange management guiding share issuance activities in domestic market and abroad, money-transfer settlement for current transactions and foreign currency usage in Viet Nam.

· In the coming period, exchange rate toward ensuring its short-term stability and long-term flexibility will continue to be managed in order to ensure public confidence and market orientation, thus actively contributing to the macroeconomic stability.

The Ministry of Transportation is now preparing to promulgate a Circular guiding implementation of the Decree.
· Implementing provisions of the Law on Civil Aviation of 2006 on aviation transportation sectors.

· Amending the government Decree No. 76/2007/ND dated 9 May 2007 on aviation transportation business and general aviation.
· Drafting a Government Decree to replace the Decree No. 06/2000/ND-CP dated 06 March 2000 stipulating foreign investment cooperation in the fields of disease examination and curing, education and training, and science research; and to replace the Decree No. 18/2001/ND-CP dated 04 May 2001 regarding establishment and operation of foreign educational and cultural agencies in Vietnam. The new Decree is now being submitted to the Ministry of Justice for appraisal and will be presented to the government for promulgation in 2010.



	Investment


	-
	-

	Standards and Conformance


	- Harmonize national standards with international standards in 2010/ 2020

So far, Viet Nam has 6,030 National Standards taking effects, in which 2,731 national standards (app. 45%) harmonize with international standards. From  July 2009 – May 2010, Viet Nam has issued new 561 national standards, over ½ of which are based on full compliance with IEC, ISO/IEC, Codex, ASTM, etc.
Actively participate in international standard organizations’ activities: 

· Viet Nam is a member of ISO, IEC. At present, Viet Nam has been P members of 11 technical committees and sub-committees, O members of 61 technical committees and sub-committees of ISO.

· Viet nam has 102 National Technical Board with the cooperation of more than 900 scientists, experts in almost all technical sectors which carry out the establishment of the national standards (TCVN).

Participate in multilateral recognition arrangements on the assessment of conformance in regulated areas

· the Mutual Recognition Agreement on the assessment of conformance in electricity, electronics (APEC EE MRA); 

· “Pathway Finders” Initiative to participate in the mutual recognition agreement on the assessment of conformance in food (APEC Food MRA)
Participate in bilateral mutual recognition arrangements on the assessment of conformance in regulated areas: 

Till May 2010, STARMEQ (Ministry of Science & Technology) had signed 18 Memorandum, Agreements with relevant agencies/Ministries of other economies in the world
Maintain and improve technical infrastructure: 

· Participate in pilot programs of APLAC

· Improve the audit service capability for staffs in 63 provinces across the country as well as for Technical Centers in the North, Middle and South; 

· Participate, organize local Conferences under the multilateral cooperation programs with PTB, OIML and APLMF; 

· Improve the capacity building for human resources in legal measurements; 

· Participate in proficient standardization programs of APLMF. 
Identify requests, assistance and specific activities to develop technical infrastructure

Propose programs should assist the training of audit experts, staffs and upgrade laboratories. 

Participate in regional and global proficient pilot programs by request
Participate in regional professional organizations’ activities
· Asia – Pacific Recognition Cooperation Organisation (PAC); 

· Pacific Standards Forum (PASC); 

· Asia Pacific Legal Measurement Forum (APLMF); 

· Asia Pacific Measurement Program (APMP); 

· Asia Pacific Laboratory Recognition Cooperation (APLAC)
Increase transparency: 

Viet Nam regularly update information, database on standards and assess the relevance of information in the website http://www.tcvn.gov.vn. Accelerate the management of Standards, Measurement, Quality, some legal documents issued (12/2009 – 05/2010):

On 31 December 2009, the Ministry of Science and Technology issued the Circular 24/2009.TT-BKHCN guiding some articles of the Decree 54/2009/ND-CP dated 05/06/2009 of the government which regulates administrative punishment in standards, quality measurement of goods. 

On 31 December 2009, the Ministry of Science and Technology issued the Circular 23/2009/TT-BKHCN regulating the application of quality stamp towards helmets for motorcycle riders. 

On 11 February 2010, the Ministry of Science and Technology – STAMEQ issued the official document 161/TDC-TCCB upon the implementation of the decision to regulate functions, missions and rights and organisational structures of the STAMEQ’s affiliates. 

On 25 February 2010, the Ministry of Science and Technology issued the Circular 01/2010/TT-BKHCN about regulations on consultancy, assessment and certification of quality management system under the National Standards ISO 9001:2008 towards the state administrative agencies; 

On 3 March 2010, the Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Science and Technology issued the inter Circular 28/2010/TTLT-BTC-BKHCN guiding the management and budget allocation for state audit activities towards goods quality, including: state audit towards the quality of manufactured products; quality of imported products; quality of exported products; the quality of circulated products; the quality of products in usage; 

On 26 March 2010, STAMEQ issued Decision 403/QD-TDC regulating the implementation of consultancy in developing the quality management system under the National Stadards ISO 9001: 2008 towards state administrative agencies. 

On 2 April 2010, STAMEQ delivered the Document 369/TDC-HCHQ to its affiliates about certification and conformance. 

On 25 March 2010, STAMEQ issued Decision 402/QD/TDC regulating the certification process towards electricity and electronic devices in conformance to National Standards 4:2009/BKHCN. Attached is the Decision “Guiding the certification process towards electricity and electronic devices in conformance to National Technical Standards 4:2009/BKHCN; 

On 25 March 2010, STAMEQ issued the Decision 401/QD-TDC upon the certification process towards children toys in conformance to National Technical Standards; 

On 14 April 2010, STAMEQ delivered the document 427/TDC-HCHQ to manufacturing, import enterprises in children toys about the application of National Technical Standards on Children toys safety. 

On 25 March 2010, STAMEQ issued the Decision 400/QD-TDC regulating the instruction on certification process towards petrol, diesel fuel and biological fuel in conformance to national technical standards 1:2009/BKHCN. Attached is “Instruction for certification process towards petrol, diesel fuel, and biological fuel in conformance to National Standards 1:2009/BKHCN”

On 15 April 2010, the Minister issued the Decision 36/2010/QD-TTg regulating “Coordination Mechanism to monitor goods quality”; 

On 21 April 2010, the Ministry of Science and Technology issued the Circular 03/2010/TT-BKHCN regulating the education and training in state administrative management for consultants, experts under the National Standards ISO 9001:2008 in state administrative agencies;

On 4 May 2010, STAMEQ issued the Notice 491 about the management of children toy quality towards electricity and electronic devices in conformance to National Standards 4:2009/BKHCN; 

On 4 May 2010, STAMEQ issued the Notice 490 about the consistence application of quality stamp towards helmets for motor riders; 

On 21 May 2010, the Minister issued the Decision 712/QD-TTg on approving the National Program “Improve Productivity and goods quality of Viet Nam’s enterprises until 2020”. 

Develop the website to diffuse information on standards and conformance: 

· Update the technical regulations under the Law on the issuance of legal documents, in which include the draft exposure for public comments. 

· Update the development, issuance and implementation of Standards. 

· Plans to develop Standards annually as well as supplemented plans in the website. 

· Some full Drafts of important standards to be publicized for public opinion; 

· Information on Standards, Technical Regulations, assessment of conformance published on the STAMEQ’s magazine: 

www.tcvn.gov.vn
www.vsqi.gov.vn
www.quacert.gov.vn
www.tcvninfo.gov.vn
www.quatest1.com.vn
www.quatest3.com.vn
www.tbtvn.org
Participate in relevant international fora: 

· La Convention Institute Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale); APLMF

· PASC, ASEAN/ACCSQ, APEC/SCSC; 

· ILAC; IAF; 

· ISO

· IEC

· WTO/TBT

· CAC

· GS1...


	Viet Nam continues to participate in the MRA on the outcome assessment of conformance in electricity and electronics in ASEAN (ASEAN EE MRA);

STAMEQ  (Ministry of Science and Technology) will continue to sign Memorandum, Cooperation Agreements with other relevant Agencies/Ministries of other economies in the world. 
The contact point to participate APLAC is now under the Ministry of Science and Technology
Seek for technical assistance from inside and outside APEC for TBT Questions & Answers of Viet Nam 
Accelerate transparency activities under the requirements of WTO/TBT Agreements. 

· Complete and collect public wide comments on the contents of the Measurement Law. 

· Develop, submit the Ministry and Government to issue legal documents related to standards, measurement and quality. 
Participate actively in relevant international organisations in the region and in the world. 



	Customs Procedures


	Decision No 103/2009/QD-TTg was issued on 12 August, 2009 amending and supplementing some articles of Decision No. 149/2005/QD-TTg dated 20 June, 2005 of  Prime Minister on the implementation of pilot e-customs procedures. The Decision provides the pilot implementation of electronic customs clearance at the customs department of Hai Phong city, the Customs Department of Ho Chi Minh city, the Customs Department of Hanoi city, the Customs Department of Da Nang city, Customs Department of Dong Nai  Province , Customs Department of Binh Duong Province , Customs Department of Lang Son province, Customs Department of Quang Ninh province , Customs Department of Ba Ria - Vung Tau province, Customs Department of Quang Ngai province and Customs Department of several provinces and cities, in accordance with request of the Minister of Finance. Pilot period lasts through 2011. 


Efforts to implement successfully The  Plan to  Reform, Develop and Modernize  the Customs Service in 2008-2010 with Decision No. 456/QD-BTC on 03/14/2008. 


Directive No 02/CT-BTC issued on 04/08/2009 to accelerate  the implementation of administrative reform and modernization of the Customs Service period 2009-2010, 


Official Dispatch No 4904/TCHQ-CCHDH on 17/08/2009 determining the specific contents: 
Review the process of  procedures, the management of customs to implement e-customs procedures, to deploy projects on tax and fees collection by means of commercial banks; application of  Information Technology, improving the quality of risk management, facilities investment in the key areas. 
Deploying packages of the project to modernize customs, strengthen inspection, anti corruption and negative phenomena. 


Circular No 222/2009/TT-BTC, issued on 25/11/2009 guides pilot e-customs procedures. 


Circular No 49/2010/TT-BTC, issued on 12/04/2010, guides the HS classification, the application of tariff rates for export, import, including detailed rules for advance ruling of HS classification. 

· Started the process of origin determination (Decision No 1450/QD-TCHQ  on 24/07/2009). 

·  Accepted the e-C / O issued by South Korea. 
The scanning machine for container inspection was done at Cat Lai on 02/4/2010. 

·  Implemented The Note No 140/TB-BTC on 09/04/2010 of the Finance Ministry, for project of tax collection in bilateral cooperation with commercial banks on State Budget Collection and information exchange to facilitate the taxpayers, to expand convenient payment services, to suit the potential business of each entrepreneur. 

	To step up the reform of administrative procedures of Customs, to simplify, facilitate optimally for people and enterprises in reducing and simplifying more than 30% of announced administrative procedures, which should focus on reviewing the 195 procedures of level sub-department . 


To strive to reduce the customs clearance time by 1.5 times in comparison with other member economies in the Region, reducing the inspection rate to 12% under the Red line, to 15% under the yellow line, random testing 2%, while improving quality of the actual inspection of goods. 


To implement successfully The Plan to Reform, Develop and Modernize the Customs Service in 2008-2010 with Decision No. 456/QD-BTC on 03/14/2008, building the work content of the Customs in the framework of Financial Strategy in the stage 2011-2020. 


 To speed up the deployment of packages of the project to modernize customs. 


To advance capabilities to perform the classification, the application of tariff rates for export, import, including detailed rules for implementing the advance ruling of HS classification of goods, to facilitate trade. 


To continue coordinating with Government Agencies in planning and deploying the implementation of National Single Window in the electronically direction.


To propose promulgation of legal documents on customs procedures in accordance with Revised Kyoto Convention on the simplification and harmonization of customs procedures. 


To complete the database of origin for use in all the customs; 
+ Advanced origin inspection skills towards professional expertise; 
+ Connect to exchange information with other organizations in issuing certificates of origin. 
+ Accept C / O electronic systems 
Take initiative with Government Agencies in building and updating the Nomenclature of articles of specific management with HS code, for national database and public use.
·  A national network linked to the sub-department level. 
·  To simplify customs procedures, improve transparency, standards, automating basic operational processes (customs declaration, distribution channels, checking licenses, paying taxes, customs fees, customs clearance and relevant decisions ) in the units and key areas. 
·  To develop communication rules, regulations guarantee between the General Department of Customs and the commercial banks on export- import taxes collection, in electronic manner.


	Intellectual Property Rights


	· Viet Nam has promulgated following legal documents on intellectual property rights (IPRs) in order to conform to WTO requirements as follows:

· Government’s Decree No. 43/2010/ND-CP  the  dated 15 April 2010 (replaced the Government’s Decree No. 88/2006/ND-CP   on Business Registration dated 29 August 2008) containing provisions on naming enterprises in order to avoid industrial property right infringement; 

· Circular No. 05/2010/TT-BYT of Ministry of Health dated 01 March 2010  guiding the protection (keeping of confidentiality) of test data in the process of drug/medicine registration;

· Announcement No. 323 of the Deputy Prime Minister Hoang Trung Hai dated 11 November 2009 asking relevant agencies to step up the fight against counterfeit and smuggled goods in Viet Nam.

· The receiving and handling of applications for registration of IP have been continuously improved to simplify procedures and modernize office operations and shorten the time for application handling towards ensuring the time limit prescribed by the law.

· Regarding IPR enforcement, competent authorities of Viet Nam have been actively implementing Action Program 168 for – Collaboration among enforcement agencies for  preventing Intellectual Property Rights Violations for the period from 2006-2010. Activities of administrative agencies still play a dominant role in the field of IPR enforcement. Activities of inspection and settlement of IPR infringements have been carried out timely and got positive results.

· Regarding IPR public awareness and education, Viet Nam continues to intensify and conduct IP training and education activities on a regular basis and capacity building activities for State agencies and enterprises thus  having improved the awareness of the importance of IPRs for the socio- economic development among the general public, and SMEs in particular.

	· To implement regulations guiding the implementation of the amended and supplemented IP Law, including the following:

+ a Decree of the Government amending and supplementing Decree No. 103/2006/ND-CP on industrial property rights;

+ a Decree of the Government amending and supplementing Decree No. 105/2006/ND-CP on IPR protection and State management of IPR;

+ a Decree of the Government replacing Decree No. 106/ND-CP on handling of administrative violations of industrial property rights;

+ a Decree of the Government amending and supplementing Decree No. 104/2006/ND-CP on rights relating to plant varieties;

+ a Decree of the Government amending and supplementing Decree No. 100/2006/ND-CP on copyright and related rights;

+ a Direction of the Prime Minister on improvement of the State management of enforcement of industrial property rights;

+ a Circular of the Ministry of Science and Technology amending and supplementing Circular No.01/2007/TT-BKHCN dated February 14, 2007 guiding the implementation of Decree No.103/ND-CP dated 22 September 2006 of the Government detailing and guiding the implementation of a number of articles of the IP Law regarding industrial property.

+ a Circular of the Ministry of Science and Technology amending and supplementing Circulars No. 01/2008/TT-BKHCN and No. 04/2009/TT-BKHCN on assessement of industrial property rights. 

· To promulgate a Joint Circular of Ministries of Culture, Sport and Tourism, Planning and Investment, and Finance on copyright purchasing Support policy;

· To approve a Project on Support the Copyright Purchase in the field of Publishing and Software for Government agencies.



	Competition Policy


	Policy framework: 

The Competition Law No. 27/2004/QH11 was approved on 3 December 2004 in the 6th session of XI Parliament Meeting, took effect since 1 July 2005. 

Aside from the Competition Law, guiding legal documents have been promulgated for some technical content not yet provided in the Law, including:

· Decree no. 116/2005/NĐ-CP dated 15/9/2005 with regards to regulating in details the implementation of some articles in the Competition Law; 

· Decree no. 120/2005/NĐ-CP dated 30/9/2005 on addressing legal violation in the aspect of competition; 

· Decree No. 110/2005/NĐ-CP dated 24/08/2005.

· Circular 19/2005/TT-BTM dated 8 November 2005 guiding some articles regulated in the Decree 110/2005/ND-CP. 

Some legal documents were issued. 

· Telecommunication Law No. 41/2009/QH12 dated 23 November 2009; 

· Circular 04/2010/TT-NHNN dated 11 February 2010 regulating the merging, acquisition of credit organisations. 
Law review: 
Some Laws and other legal documents such as Laws of Enterprises, of Trade, of Bidding, of Investment etc., have specific regulations on competition. These regulations are consistent with the Competition Law. 
Cooperation Agreements with APEC member countries 
Among the signed bilateral FTAs/RTAs, 02 agreements have the Chapter on Competition policy including:

· ASEAN – Australia – New Zealand FTA, signed on 27/02/2009 and effective since 01/01/2010;

· Viet Nam – Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership (AJCEP), signed on 25/12/2008 and effective on 01/10/2009.

	Continue to carry out regulations of the Competition law and Decrees guiding the implementation of the Competition Law. 

Review competition regulations in other sectors, areas. 

So as to implement the Competition law, the government has established the Viet Nam Competition Authority (VCA) under the Ministry of Industry and Trade to take responsibility with the government  for competition management,  as regulated in Provision 4, Article 2, Decree 06/2006/ND-CP dated 9 January 2006. 

Besides, the government established the Viet Nam Competition Council (VCC), comprising of 11 – 15 members assigned by the Prime Minister and take responsibility to handle, deal with petition against competition – related cases.



	Government Procurement


	-
	-

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	-
	-

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	No change.
	N.A.

	Dispute Mediation


	-
	-


	Mobility of Business People


	No change.


	N.A.

	Information Gathering and Analysis


	· Completed the Renovation Program of statistics criteria system (approved by Prime Minister at Decision 312/QĐ-TTg, dated 02/3/2010).

· Implemented the Renovation Program on statistics: Decision no. 03/2010/NĐ-CP dated 13/01/2010 of the Prime Minister has promulgated the National statistics criteria system.  Formulated the formulation of the criteria system at provincial level.  Implement related issues. 

· Formulate and submitted to the Prime Minister for issuance of  Decree No. 03/2010/ND-CP dated 13/01/2010, which regulates the functions, responsibilities and statistic structure of Ministries, agencies at Ministerial level and Government agencies.

· Formulated the Policy on statistics dissemination

· Formulated Viet Nam Statistics Development for the period 2011 – 2020 and 2025 vision.

· Formulated the product list (VCPA Ver. 2)

· Implementedtatistics surveys as planned (Business survey; Household living standard survey; Fundamental survey on agri, forestry and fisheries, etc...)

·  Announcedand and isssued publications on the survey outcomes.  Drafted and published statistics documents on a regular basis (Annual statistics, monthly report, product introduction, etc...)
	· To continue to implement the Renovation Project to synchronize statistics criteria system.

· To continue to establish Statistic dissemination policy.

· To continue to formulate the Viet Nam Statistic Development Strategy for the period 2011-2020 and 2025 vision.

· To complete the Product list (VCPA Ver.2); formulate a number of statistic classification and listings.

· To formulate statistics report mechanism applied for SOEs, General Corporation, FDI businesses as well as refine other reporting mechanisms.

· To carry out a number of periodical survey.

· To prepare for 2011 Survey on Agriculture, rural areas and fishery sector.

· To draft and publish outcome of some surveys and publications on a regular basis.



	APEC Food System


	-
	-

	Transparency


	-
	-


	RTAs/FTAs  Note 5


	- Description of current 

  agreements


	· ATIGA-ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement): signed 26/2/2009 and effective starting 17/5/2010

· VJEPA-Viet Nam-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement: signed 25/12/2008 and took effect since 1/10/2009. 

· AANZFTA-ASEAN-Agreement to Establish Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Area including the Framework Agreement, Annex on Committed Tariff: signed 27/2/2009 and will take effect from 1/1/2010.

· ASEAN – India Agreement on Trade in goods: Signed in 2009 and effective starting 01/6/2010.

· ACIA-ASEAN Comprehensive Investment Agreement: signed on 26/2/2009 and be about to take effect. 

· Protocol to Amend the Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation between the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the Republic of India: signed on 16/8/2009 and effective starting 01/1/2010.  

· Agreement on Dispute Settlement Mechanism under the Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation between the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the Republic of India: signed on 16/8/2009 and effective starting 01/01/2010. 

· ACIA-ASEAN Comprehensive Investment Agreement: Signed on 26/2/2009 and about to take effect. 



	- Agreements under negotiation


	1. Viet Nam – Chile FTA:

The two parties have carried out 4 negotiation rounds of the FTA including areas such as trade in goods (cut the tariff, remove quantity restriction measures, rules of origins, customs procedures, TBT, SPS), trade defense measures, dispute settlement, Intellectual Property rights protection. The coming rounds Other rounds include....for the end of 2009 or early 2010. 

2.Viet Nam – EFTA:

Viet Nam and European Free Trade Area (EFTA) have officially established the Negotiation research support group since May 2010. This group will operate within 1 year with the function of studying the possibility of FTA negotiation. Upon completion, research output will be reflected in the group’s Joint Report and submitted to authorized agencies for decision making on the negotiation of an FTA between Viet Nam and EFTA.  The research group had the 1st meeting in August 2010, and discussed issues to be included in the Joint Report.  The next working session is planned in November 2010 and the last one is scheduled by early 2011.

3. TPP:

At present, Viet Nam is the associate member of TPP. 

4. ASEAN – India Agreement on Investment 

The two parties had completed 9 rounds of negotiations.  At present, negotiation focuses on the wording of the Agreement.  

5.  ASEAN – India Agreement on Trade in Services 

The two parties had completed 10 rounds of negotiations.  Discussion is mainly on the wording of this Agreement, commitment schedules of ASEAN countries and the Republic of India. 
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Notes

1. 
Economies are encouraged to use the sub-chapter and section headings from the full IAP template as guidance for the appropriate level of detailed information to be submitted in the Update.  

2.
Economies should describe significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Wherever possible all entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address etc) where further information can be obtained.

3. 
The IAP Update should provide information necessary to bring the most recent full IAP up to date.  

4. 
If there is no significant change to the information provided in the most recent IAP, “As in [year] IAP” should be entered.

5.  Economies will submit IAP chapters on transparency and RTAs/FTAs for the first time in 2005.  These chapters will remain the base document for the Update until the economy submits its next full IAP.  As a transitional measure, economies will also submit a report in 2005 on Area-specific Transparency Implementation using an agreed format. 

6. 
Economies may use the Additional Information section to describe any material not captured in the template.
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