ANNEX - ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (b:3) : Communication Services:  Telecommunications

	Section 
	Improvement Implemented Since Last IAP 
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Standard Conformance(2010)

	
	The translated version of technical standards and conformity assessment regulations can be viewed at http://eng.ntc.or.th/index.php?option=com_content&task=category&sectionid=6&id=49&Itemid=26 
	1. NTC expressed strong interest to implement Phase I of the APEC TEL MRA with other members, especially in the area of EMC and Electrical Safety. 

	Competition Policy (2010)  


	1.  The NTC Notification regarding Criteria and Procedures for Determining Signification Market Power (SMP) in Telecommunication Service
2. The NTC Notification regarding Mergers and Acquisitions 

3. The NTC Notification regarding Criteria and Procedure for Spectrum Licensing for IMT Mobile Phone Services in Frequency Band 2.1 GHz  

	1. The NTC  Notification regarding Market Definition and its Relevant Market  has already put in place. 


	1. NTC is in the process of drafting Mergers and Acquisitions Guidelines.

2. The NTC is considering the result study on determining Signification Market Power (SMP).   
3. The NTC has approved the draft Notification regarding Local Loop Unbundling in the Royal Gazette. 
4. NTC is in the process of drafting Notification regarding Infrastructure Sharing. 

	Deregulation/

Regulatory Review (2010) 

	
	As Prescribed in Section 47 of the new Constitution of Thailand B.E. 

2550, a single independent regulatory body shall be established to 

regulate both telecommunications and broadcasting services. To 

respond the requirement of the Constitution, the Parliament started 

working on a new Bill while the existing Act on the Organization to 

Assign Radio Frequency and to Regulate the Broadcasting and Telecommunication Services B.E. 2543 (2000) is still enforced. 

In March 2010, the House of Representatives approved the Bill and in

 May 2010, the House of Senate sent back the Bill with some 

Amendments. This amended Bill will be presented to the House of Representatives.  
    
	 

	Operational Requirements


	

	1. It has been shown in the NTC Notification regarding the Standard Conditions on Licensing of Telecommunication Business.

	

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	1.  The NTC Notification regarding Criteria and Procedure for Spectrum Licensing for IMT Mobile Phone Service in Frequency Band 2.1 GHz 

	1. The translated version of  regulation on telecommunication business licensing operation can be viewed at www.ntc.or.th/english version
2. The licensing and qualification requirements of service providers 
has been published in the NTC Notification on criteria and procedures regarding the telecommunication licensing business operation for 
Type I, II and III.
3. The relevant technical standards and licensing and qualification requirements for 3G have already been published in NTC website.
 
	1. It is expected that the 3G license will be awarded within the  fourth quarter of year 2010.
2. NTC is proposing the draft Notification regarding Foreign Dominance. 

	Foreign Entry


	
	As prescribed in the Telecommunications Business Act B.E. 2549 (2006) and its Amendment, foreign equity participation for telecommunication business operation in Type Two and Type Three must not exceed 49 per cent of the registered capital.   

	NTC is proposing the draft Notification regarding Foreing Dominance. 


	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No changes made
	To the extent that foreign investments are allowed to participate in the equity of a domestic corporation, Thailand will not discriminate against any WTO member. All domestic carriers with foreign investments will be treated under a similar regulatory and policy framework.


	No further changes planned
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