IAP REPORTING ON FTAS AND RTAS

	
Singapore’s Approach to Bilateral and Regional Trade Agreements in 2009
Singapore is a highly trade-dependent economy, with the world’s highest trade to GDP ratio at 3:1. Singapore relies heavily on imports as the major source of food, energy and industrial raw materials. Singapore’s small domestic market also means that industries in Singapore rely on overseas export markets to absorb their outputs. International trade has historically been and will continue to be an important source of economic wealth and well-being for the country.  The multilateral trading system under the GATT and now the WTO has served Singapore well.  It has provided a rules-based trading environment that is open, fair and transparent. Singapore fully supports a free, open and fair trading environment. The Singapore economy is free and open with practically no barriers to the free flow of goods in and out of Singapore. 

While Singapore is an unequivocal supporter of the WTO, Singapore also strongly believes that trade efforts undertaken in regional fora such as APEC, ASEM and ASEAN, as well as under bilateral Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) can accelerate the momentum of trade liberalisation and strengthen the multilateral trading system. As legally binding arrangements between willing member countries, FTA enhances trade and investment flows by providing lower tariffs, hassle-free custom procedures, improved market access for various commercial and professional services, easier mobility for businessmen, better terms for investment in foreign countries etc. It sets a framework for businesses to grow and expand globally, which in turn will generate more employment opportunities for Singaporeans.



	Part 1: Description of current agreements 



	Agreement #1

Agreement between New Zealand and Singapore on a Closer Economic Partnership

http://www.fta.gov.sg/


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: New Zealand and Singapore

Date of entry into force: 1 January 2001

Type of agreement: Free trade agreement



	Date of notification to the WTO
	19 September 2001


	General provisions
	The New Zealand government is responsible for ensuring that its regional and local governments and authorities observe all ANZSCEP obligations. 

To promote transparency, New Zealand and Singapore have agreed to make public all laws, rules and regulations that affect trade in goods, services, and investment between the two countries. Both countries shall also endeavour to give one another the opportunity to comment on these laws, rules and regulations. 

A standard exemption has been included to allow either Party to adopt measures to protect public order or morality or to support creative arts of national value, amongst others, provided such measures are not used arbitrarily or discriminatorily or as a disguised restriction on trade. 

New Zealand will also be able to take measures it deems necessary to accord more favourable treatment to Maori including in fulfilment of its obligations under the Treaty of Waitangi. 

Likewise, Singapore will be able to undertake measures it deems necessary to prevent or relieve a critical shortage of any imports deemed essential.

The provisions of the ANZSCEP do not apply to any taxation measure.



	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional framework: Ministers in charge of trade negotiations of the Parties oversee the implementation of the Agreement.  In addition to the provisions for consultation, Ministers in charge of trade negotiations of the Parties shall meet within a year of the date of entry into force of this Agreement and then biennially or otherwise as appropriate to review the operation of this agreement.
Dispute settlement: The ANZSCEP sets out a robust process for consultation or settlement of disputes between the 2 countries. If a request for consultation is made, the Party to which the request is made shall reply to the request within 7 days after the date of its receipt and shall enter into consultations within a period of no more than 30 days after the date of receipt of the request, with a view to reaching a mutually satisfactory solution.  If the consultations fail to settle a dispute within 60 days after the date of receipt of the request for consultations, the Party which made the request for consultations may make a written request to the other Party to appoint an arbitral tribunal.  The request shall include a statement of the claim and the grounds on which it is based.



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	All tariffs will be eliminated when the ANZSCEP comes into force. Companies which will benefit from the tariff elimination include those involved in electric machinery, non-electric machinery and manufactured articles sectors.

Both parties will also eliminate all non-tariff measures that are inconsistent with WTO obligations.



	Product coverage
	All tariffs will be eliminated when the ANZSCEP comes into force.



	Rules of origin
	The Rules of Origin (ROO) determine the type of products eligible for preferential tariff treatment. Many progressive elements have been included into the ROO provisions. Under the ANZSCEP, most of Singapore’s top exports to New Zealand will be able to qualify for preferential market access treatment. 

The salient features of the Agreement are:

a. A product will qualify for preferential treatment if at least 40% of the cost is of New Zealand or Singapore origin, and if the last place of manufacture is in New Zealand or Singapore. Manufacturers that source inputs from overseas can include the New Zealand or Singapore component of these inputs towards the 40%. 

b. Both New Zealand and Singapore will recognise quality control (QC) as an integral part of the manufacturing process. A manufacturer doing only QC in New Zealand or Singapore will benefit where the cost of QC is at least 8% of the total cost of the qualifying product. In the case of QC for a product that does not have any other local content, the cost of QC must exceed 50% of the total cost of the product. 

c. Exporters are permitted to transit, unload and reload their goods in Australia and still qualify for preferential treatment. 



	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services: Both New Zealand and Singapore have built extensively on their WTO commitments for services. Robust rules have been incorporated to ensure that the services sectors are liberalised in a predictable and fair manner. 

Investment: 

New Zealand and Singapore, with their already very open investment regimes, have committed to a framework of investment rules to promote and protect bilateral investment. 

Examples of benefits for Singapore investors under the investment provisions are:

a. Under almost all circumstances, New Zealand will guarantee that Singapore investors are allowed to transfer and repatriate funds freely in any usable currency at the prevailing market exchange rates.

b. In the event of a dispute between a Singapore investor and the New Zealand government, the Singapore investor can raise the issue at the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Dispute, with New Zealand’s consent. 

Government procurement: Both New Zealand and Singapore have committed to establish a single government procurement market to maximise competitive opportunities and to reduce costs of doing business for both government and industry. 

Suppliers from New Zealand and Singapore will be given equal and non-discriminatory access to government tenders valued at above Special Drawing Rights (SDR) 50,000 (~S$110,000). Procurement will be conducted based on the principles of transparency, value for money, fair dealing, accountability, due process, non-discrimination and open and effective competition. 



	Services coverage
	This is a positive list Agreement whereby each Party sets out an initial schedule of the specific commitments it undertakes in accordance with the objective of liberalization of trade in most services by the date of entry into force of this Agreement.

New Zealand has committed to liberalise in a wide variety of services. These include engineering services, dental services, computer services, equipment repair services, info-communication technology (ICT) services, market research services, management consulting services, financial services, manufacturing services, land surveying services, printing services, courier services, environmental services and maritime, air and auxiliary transport services. 

Other key commitments from New Zealand include the further liberalisation of its regime for intra-corporate transferees, doing away with the residency requirement for some professions and occupations, and binding the threshold for investments subject to the New Zealand Overseas Investment Commission (OIC). For investments above the threshold, New Zealand has assured that the approval by the OIC will be conducted in an open, transparent and predictable manner.

Singapore has in turn committed to liberalise our architecture, financial and engineering services, and will continue to maintain our open regime in sectors such as nursing services, research & development services, rental services, management consulting services, courier services, telecommunications services, certain health services, distribution services and university and technical education services.

Both New Zealand and Singapore have also agreed to regularly review their commitments and to progressively expand them. If trade in some services sectors and measures are not fully liberalised by 2010, the Parties will meet by 1 January 2008 to identify a list of such services sectors and measures and to consult on a mutually acceptable solution. The solution may include longer timeframes for liberalisation. Both countries will also work on the mutual recognition of professional qualifications and registration, including the recognition of degrees from each other’s universities.



	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	Technical, Sanitary, Phytosanitary Regulations and Standards: New Zealand and Singapore have concluded a Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) on electrical and electronic equipment. Under the MRA, electrical and electronic equipment tested in New Zealand or Singapore will no longer require a second round of testing when exported to the other Party. This will reduce compliance and time-to-market costs. 

In addition, New Zealand and Singapore have agreed on a work programme on the mutual or unilateral recognition of standards, regulations and test results, and the harmonisation of standards. The programme covers 6 sectors, including telecommunications equipment, pharmaceuticals and chemicals.

Customs Procedures
Under Customs Procedures, the Agreement seeks to institutionalise a platform to facilitate bilateral trade. The 3 main initiatives are:

a. Paperless Trading 

Both Customs Administrations will put in place an electronic environment that supports electronic business applications. This facility will remove the need for paper documents, reduce business costs and expedite the permit approval process.

b. Risk Management


Both Customs Administrations have agreed that Customs compliance activities will focus on high-risk goods and travellers. This will allow legitimate low-risk goods and travellers to be cleared expeditiously at the Customs checkpoints.

c. Certification for Rules of Origin (ROO)


New Zealand and Singapore will mutually assist in the verification of claims for tariff preferences made by importers.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition
These provisions facilitate the maintenance of an environment supportive of competition. They encourage both Parties to implement the ANZSCEP in a pro-competitive manner. Both Parties are also encouraged to consult one another when developing new competition measures.

Intellectual Property
Both New Zealand and Singapore have agreed that the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property (TRIPS) will govern all intellectual property issues arising under the ANZSCEP. 



	Other
	Trade Remedies 
(Anti-dumping, Agricultural subsidies, Safeguards)
New Zealand and Singapore have agreed to abolish the use of emergency safeguard measures and export subsidies on goods, including export subsidies on agricultural products. Emergency safeguard measures are temporary measures, in the form of tariff increases or quotas, designed to slow imports in order to enable a particular industry to adjust to heightened competition from foreign suppliers.

Both countries have also agreed to bring greater discipline to anti-dumping investigations and to minimise the opportunities to use anti-dumping in an arbitrary or protectionist manner. 



	Changes in 2009
	None


	Expected changes in 2010
	None



	Agreement #2

Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) between The Republic of India and The Republic of Singapore 

http://www.fta.gov.sg/


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: The Republic of India and The Republic of Singapore

Date of entry into force: August 1, 2005

Type of agreement: Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement



	Date of notification to the WTO
	3 May 2007


	General provisions
	Chapter One (Objectives and General Definitions) establishes the free trade area. The objectives of the Agreement, including to strengthen economic cooperation between the Parties and to build upon the commitments of both Parties at the WTO, are also set forth. Also, the Agreement seeks to facilitate and enhance regional economic cooperation and integration. 

Chapter Sixteen (General and Final Provisions) sets out the final provisions of the Agreement. This includes Accession terms that enable India and Singapore to agree to the association of any other State or separate customs territory.  It also provides for the meeting of the Ministers in charge of trade negotiations of the Parties within a year of the date of entry into force of this Agreement and then biennially or otherwise as appropriate to review this Agreement


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional framework: The Agreement requires that each Party designate a contact point to facilitate communications between the Parties on any matter covered by CECA. It also provides for Ministers in charge of trade negotiations of the Parties to meet within a year of the date of entry into force of this Agreement and then biennially or otherwise as appropriate to review this Agreement.

Dispute settlement:  Chapter 15 provides the framework for the dispute settlement obligations of the Parties. The Agreement requires the provision of adequate opportunity for consultations regarding any benefit accruing to it directly or indirectly under CECA being nullified or impaired. Responds to complaints have to be made within 10 days and consultations to be entered within a period of no more than 30 days after the date of receipt of the request. If the consultations fail to settle the dispute within 60 days, an arbitral tribunal will be appointed. These procedures are in line with the practices in the WTO, thereby enhancing the rule of law in international trade. 



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Tariffs on approximately 75% of Singapore’s domestic exports will be eliminated or substantially reduced within 5 years. Singaporean goods entering India that qualify for tariff concessions are classified into one of 3 categories. Tariffs on goods in the first group will be eliminated completely when CECA comes into effect, tariffs on the second and third group will be reduced over 5 years. Indian goods entering Singapore are all granted zero-tariff treatment as of entry into force of the Agreement.



	Product coverage
	The Agreement is comprehensive in that no sector has been excluded from tariff liberalization. It includes commitments by Singapore to eliminate all tariffs on imports from India. India has also undertaken commitments to eliminate or substantially reduce tariffs on approximately 75% of Singapore’s domestic exports. 


	Rules of origin
	The Agreement clearly sets out the criteria for determining the eligibility of goods for tariff concessions. These criteria are articulated by Rules of Origin that identify the “nationality” of the good. The general Rule of Origin is a combination of 40% local content and a change in tariff classification at the 4-digit level. The Agreement also provides for specific rules of origin for a list of products that are exempt from the general rule.  



	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services: The services chapter ensures that the service suppliers are guaranteed market access into each other’s markets and that service suppliers from one country will be granted the same treatment as local service providers of the other country. Generally, the benefits of the Agreement will extend to the citizens, permanent residents, local companies as well as foreign MNCs that are constituted or otherwise organized in India or Singapore, except for certain sectors for which specific reservations are listed. 

Investment: Chapter Six and Annexes 3 – 7 cover both access for foreign investors to the respective markets and the protection of existing and future investments. The disciplines concerning investment protection correspond to those usually found in bilateral investment protection agreements, including provisions on promotion and protection, national treatment, expropriation and compensation, domestic regulation, transfers and key personnel. The Agreement also foresees the possibility of direct dispute settlement between a Party to the Agreement and an investor of another Party. Such disputes may be submitted to binding arbitration on issues relating to the management and operations of an investment. 


	Services coverage
	The Agreement covers trade in services and all modes of supply, subject to the commitments contained in the Agreement. The commitments are listed in a “positive list”, meaning that each Party lists the sectors and sub-sectors for which it commits to ensure market access and national treatment to service suppliers of the other Party.

The Agreement allows the Parties to consult on the incorporation in the Agreement any more favourable treatment that either Party gives in an agreement with a non-Party.  Any such incorporation should maintain the overall balance of commitments under this Agreement.   

The Agreement also calls for efforts to review the schedules of specific commitments at least once every three years, or earlier, at the request of either Party, with a view to facilitating the elimination of substantially all remaining discrimination over a period of time.  During the review, there shall be due respect for the national policy objectives and the level of development of both Parties, both overall and in individual sectors. 


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	SPS: Both Parties commit to working towards the harmonisation of their respective mandatory requirements, in accordance with their international rights and obligations.

TBT:  This Chapter provides for each party to implement the principles of mutual recognition that provide the most appropriate or cost-efficient approach to the removal or reduction of technical, sanitary and phytosanitary barriers to the trade in goods between the Parties for products and/or assessments of manufacturers/manufacturing processes of products specified in the Sectoral Annexes. This Chapter also commits the Parties to working towards harmonisation of their respective mandatory requirements, in accordance with their international rights and obligations. Both Parties are also committed to accepting the results of conformity assessment activities to demonstrate conformity of products with its mandatory requirements when the conformity assessment activities are undertaken by conformity assessment bodies designated by the Designating Authority of the other Party and registered by the first mentioned Party's Designating Authority.

Mutual Recognition: The Agreement commits a Party to accepting the results of conformity assessment activities to demonstrate conformity of products with its mandatory requirements when the conformity assessment activities are undertaken by conformity assessment bodies designated by the Designating Authority of the other Party and registered by the first mentioned Party's Designating Authority. Both Parties are also committed to giving favourable consideration to accepting the equivalence of each other's mandatory requirements, and/or results of conformity assessment and approval procedures in accordance with the respective Sectoral Annex. The Agreement also provides for the establishment of a Joint Committee on Mutual Recognition. The committee shall be responsible for administering and facilitating the effective functioning of the relevant Sectorial Annexes and Chapters.

For the purposes of the fulfillment of its standards or criteria for the authorization, licensing or certification of services suppliers, a Party may recognize the education or experience obtained, requirements met, or licenses or certifications granted in the other Party.  In this regard, the Parties shall ensure that their respective professional bodies in the services sectors of accounting and auditing, architecture, medical (doctors), dental and nursing negotiate and conclude, any such agreements or arrangements providing for mutual recognition of the education or experience obtained, requirements met, or licenses or certifications in those service sectors, the details of such agreements or arrangements, including the exact extent and scope of recognition.  For any other regulated service, upon a request being made in writing by a Party to the other Party, the requested Party shall encourage its relevant professional, standard-setting or self- regulatory body in that service sector to enter into similar negotiations, within a reasonable period of time from the date of the request being received in writing, with a view to the achievement of early outcomes.  

E commerce: The Agreement reaffirms the Parties’ commitment to promote a liberalized environment for electronic commerce and to continue the existing practice of not applying customs duties to digital products transmitted electronically. Customs valuation will be solely on the basis of carrier medium and both Parties will accord national treatment to digital products of the other Party. The Parties also commit to ensuring transparency by making publicly available all relevant laws and regulations affecting electronic commerce.

Customs: The Agreement requires custom authorities from both Parties to provide an advance ruling on the eligibility of originating goods for preferential tariffs and tariff classification, upon the request of the trader. Both Parties also commit to enhancing the application of risk management to focus on high-risk goods and facilitate the clearance of low risk consignments, as well as enhancing transparency in regulations. 

	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Movement of Business People: The Agreement makes clear the measures affecting the movement of natural persons of a Party who enter the territory of the other Party for business purposes. The Agreement also states that nothing in the Agreement shall prevent a  Party “from applying  measures to regulate the entry of natural persons of the other Party into, or their temporary stay in, its territory,  including those  measures  necessary  to protect  the  integrity of, and to ensure the orderly movement of natural persons across its borders, provided that such measures are not applied in such a manner as to nullify or impair the benefits accruing to the other Party under the terms of [the] Chapter”.  

Intellectual Property: Both Parties agreed to undertake and promote mutually beneficial cooperation in the fields of IP rights and Plant Variety Rights. These forms of cooperation include the joint organization of training programs, and collaboration on projects to promote the effective use and application of IP. 

Science and Technology: Both Parties shall develop and promote co-operative activities between the Parties, for peaceful purposes, in the field of science and technology on the basis of equality and mutual benefit.  The Agreement suggests areas of possible co-operation and also the forms of co-operation.  Arrangements for the protection and distribution of intellectual property rights and other rights of a proprietary nature and for bearing the costs of co-operative activities by the Parties are defined in the Agreement.  The Agreement also includes arrangements for implementing co-operative activities may be made between the government agencies of the Parties who are responsible for various areas of collaboration. 

Education: The Agreement covers the development and promotion of mutually beneficial co-operation between the Parties in the field of education.  The Parties shall encourage close co-operation between their educational institutions, including initiatives by both countries to facilitate collaborations between the tertiary institutions. The Agreement also provides that degrees specified by the University Grants Commission of India or an Institution of National Importance of India, and by universities in Singapore, shall be recognised for the purposes of admission into the universities of both countries, in addition to all other mandatory admission criteria.  A Joint Committee on Education will also be established to oversee, review and advise the Parties on the implementation of the Chapter, and to identify, recommend and encourage other areas of cooperation in education.  The members of this Joint Committee will be drawn not only from government but from the private sector as well.

Media: According to the Agreement, the Parties shall promote co-operation in the area of media.  The Parties shall exchange views and information on issues relating to the media sector.  The Agreement also includes a detailed framework for media co-operation which suggests possible areas of co-operation.



	Other
	Anti-dumping: The Agreement provides for an early warning notification and requires both parties to designate a contact point for notification of anti-dumping measures to be conveyed by electronic means. The Agreement requires the investigating authority of a Party to use its best endeavours to obtain more complete information for the purposes of investigation, and where requested, grant a reasonable extension of time to the producer or exporter concerned to make a more detailed and proper response in accordance with the provisions of the Anti-Dumping Agreement. It also provides that the export price of goods under anti-dumping investigation is to be based on relevant documents, including the Certificate of Origin for the goods, provided they are reliable.

Countervailing Measures: The Parties reaffirmed their commitment to abide by the provisions of the WTO Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures

Safeguards: The Agreement sets out the conditions, disciplines and procedures for the imposition of bilateral safeguard measure. A Party may impose a temporary bilateral safeguard measure when a good of the other Party is being imported, as a result of the concessions of customs duty under the Agreement, in such increased quantities and under such conditions as to constitute a substantial cause of serious injury or threat of serious injury to a similar or competitive domestic industry. The Party is required to deliver written notice to the other Party at various specific junctures of the investigation process, provide the other Party with all pertinent information, and provide adequate opportunity for prior consultations with the other Party. No bilateral safeguard shall be taken while a global safeguard in respect of that good is in place and no measure should be taken if imports of the good represent less than 2 percent of market share in terms of domestic sales or less than 3 percent of total imports. 

The Agreement also provides for adequate means of trade liberalizing compensation in the form of concessions having equivalent trade effects or to the value of the additional duties expected to result from the bilateral safeguard measure. 

Notwithstanding provisions for bilateral safeguards, each Party retains its rights and obligations under Article XIX of GATT 1994 and the WTO Agreement on Safeguards. For measures taken for balance of payments purposes for trade in goods, Article XII of the GATT 1994 and the Understanding on the Balance-of-Payments Provisions of the GATT 1994 are incorporated in the Agreement.



	Changes in 2009
	None



	Expected changes in 2010
	None



	Agreement #3

EFTA-Singapore FTA 
http://www.fta.gov.sg/


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Switzerland, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Singapore

Date of entry into force: 1 January 2003

Type of agreement: Free Trade Agreement 



	Date of notification to the WTO
	14 Jan 2003



	General provisions
	Chapter I (General Provisions) establishes the free trade area, sets forth the objectives of the Agreement, and provides that the Parties shall interpret and apply the Agreement in light of these objectives. Also, the Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO Agreement and other agreements to which all Parties are party. 

Chapter II, Article 18 to 20 establish exceptions and incorporates by reference the general exceptions set forth in GATT Article XX and GATS Article XIV (for example, exceptions related to protecting human, animal, or plant life or health). There are also exceptions related to essential security, taxation, balance of payments, and disclosure of information that would impede law enforcement or contravene laws protecting personal privacy or financial records.

Chapter X, Article 67 (Transparency) sets out requirements designed to foster openness, transparency and fairness in the adoption and application of measures covered by the Agreement. For example, each Party most promptly publish all laws, regulations, procedures, and administrative rulings of general application regarding any matter covered by the Agreement, or otherwise make them available to interested persons and the other Party. 



	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional framework: The Parties establish the EFTA-Singapore Joint Committee comprising representatives of each Party. It shall be co-chaired by Ministers or senior officials delegated by them for this purpose.  

Dispute settlement: In Chapter IX, the Agreement sets out an effective, efficient and transparent process for consultation or settlement of disputes between the Parties. Procedures for settling disputes under the Agreement included the processes of consultations, good offices, conciliation, and meditation or the convening of an Arbitration Panel. 



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	The articles in the Trade in Goods Chapter set out the rules governing trade in goods between EFTA and Singapore. Some of these rules are based on WTO disciplines while others build on the WTO framework.

The ESFTA commits Parties to grant preferential tariff-free market access to an extensive range of products. The ESFTA also provides for the elimination of all import and export prohibitions or restrictions on trade in goods between EFTA and Singapore. The Parties also agree not to apply anti-dumping measures in relation to products originating in another Party. 

The Parties are also committed to strengthening their co-operation in the field of technical regulations, standards and conformity assessment, with a view to increasing mutual understanding and facilitating access to their respective markets.



	Product coverage
	The ESFTA commits Parties to grant preferential tariff-free market access to an extensive range of products. For example, all trade in industrial products and fish and other marine products will benefit from duty-free access to the respective markets as of entry into force of the Agreement. 



	Rules of origin
	The Agreement establishes clear and predictable criteria for determining the eligibility of a good for preferential treatment. These criteria are articulated in a comprehensive set of product-specific rules of origin. Many progressive elements reflecting more unique production patterns have been included in the ROO provisions. For example, the Parties recognize the concept of outward processing as an integral part of the manufacturing process for certain goods, hence allowing such goods to qualify for preferential treatment even if they have undergone processes of production or other operations outside the territory of a Party.



	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services: In the Services Chapter, both Parties guarantee market access into a wide range of services sectors. The Services Chapter ensures that both Parties would not impose additional barriers to entry for the committed services sectors. This certainty reduces risks for business regimes. 

Investment: The Chapter prescribes the general disciplines governing the investment regimes in the Parties. The Chapter covers the various stages of investment, ranging from the pre-investment stage to the post-investment stage. It provides a comprehensive set of disciplines, including non-discriminatory treatment, free transfers, movement of key personnel, among others. Except for the limited areas in which reservations were taken, investors from all countries will enjoy the liberal investment regimes that all countries will be binding under the chapter.

Government procurement: The Parties agree to cooperate in the Joint Committee with the aim of increasing the understanding of their respective public procurement systems, and achieving further liberalization and mutual opening up of public procurement markets. 



	Services coverage
	In the Services Chapter, both Parties guarantee market access into a wide range of services sectors. Annexed to the Services Chapter are the services schedules that form the core of the obligations undertaken by the parties. Each country's own services schedule identifies the specific services sectors for which that particular country has agreed to offer market access and non-discrimination. Besides the general rules that apply to all services sectors, there are enhanced disciplines governing the provision of telecommunications and financial services.



	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	SPS: The Parties have agreed to apply their regulations in sanitary and phytosanitary matters in a non-discriminatory manner and not introduce any new measures that have the effect of unduly obstructing trade. This is in accordance to the WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures is incorporated into the Agreement.

TBT:, The rights and obligations of the Parties in respect of technical regulation, standards and conformity assessment shall be governed by the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade. The Parties have committed to strengthening their cooperation in the field of technical regulations, standards and conformity assessment with a view to increasing the mutual understanding of their respective markets. 

Mutual recognition: In principle no later than three years following the entry into force of the Agreement, the Joint Committee shall establish the necessary steps for the negotiation of agreements or arrangements providing for the mutual recognition of education or experience obtained, requirements, qualifications, licenses and other regulations.
Customs Cooperation: Parties shall assist each other, through the respective customs authorities of the Parties, to verify the authenticity of the origins declarations and the correctness of the information given in these documents. 



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition: Chapter V on Competition provides that a Party shall, at the request of another Party, enter into consultations with a view of eliminating business practices which are anti-competitive. The Party addressed has to accord full consideration to such a request and co-operate through the supply of publicly available non-confidential information of relevance to the matter in question. 

Intellectual Property: Chapter VII provides that the Parties shall grant and ensure adequate and effective protection of intellectual property rights and provide for measures for the enforcement of such rights against infringement, counterfeiting and piracy, in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement.



	Other
	-



	Changes in 2009
	None



	Expected changes in 2010
	None




	Agreement #4

Japan-Singapore Economic Agreement for a New-Age Partnership (JSEPA)

http://www.fta.gov.sg/


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Singapore and Japan

Date of Entry into force: 30 Nov 02



	Date of notification to the WTO
	14 Nov 02



	General provisions
	Chapter One (General Provisions) sets out the objectives of the Agreement, the establishment of a Supervisory Committee, and a commitment to undertake a general review of the JSEPA in 2007.  The Chapter also includes an article on transparency, committing both countries to make publicly available its laws, regulations, administrative procedures and administrative rulings and judicial decisions.  



	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional framework: 

Chapter One (General Provisions) provides for (i) the establishment of a Supervisory committee, co-chaired by Ministers or Senior Officials.  Its role is to, inter alia, review the implementation of the JSEPA and consider and recommend further liberalization and facilitation of trade in goods and services, and investment, and ways of furthering the objectives of the JSEPA through more extensive cooperation; (ii) the designation of a contact point within each country to facilitate communications; and (iii) a general review of the operation of the JSEPA in 2007, and every 5 years thereafter.

Dispute settlement: 

Chapter 21 (Dispute Avoidance and Settlement) provides for a comprehensive set of dispute settlement procedures, to ensure that if differences arise on the interpretation or the implementation of rights and obligations under the Agreement, a predictable, efficient and effective framework is in place to resolve the dispute as quickly as possible.



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Chapter 2 (Trade in Goods) sets out the rules governing trade in goods between Japan and Singapore. These rules are based on WTO disciplines and serve to eradicate barriers to trade in goods. Specifically, the Chapter commits both countries to grant preferential tariff free market access to an extensive range of products. It also provides for possible acceleration of tariff elimination or inclusion of additional products for tariff elimination in the future. In addition, each country must ensure that its excise taxes and other charges are not levied in an unjust manner that would result in discrimination against imported products.  To prevent any possible nullification of preferential tariff concessions, both countries must also conduct fairly the determination of customs value of goods. Furthermore, Japan and Singapore are prohibited from maintaining any export duties that may distort bilateral trade and are obliged to ensure that their non-tariff measures are similarly non-distortive and transparent.



	Product coverage
	The JSEPA includes the elimination of tariffs on goods covering 98.5% of bilateral trade
. JSEPA’s coverage of zero-tariff concessions is a substantial improvement from the WTO zero-tariff commitments, which covers approximately 65% of Japan-Singapore trade. Under JSEPA, Singapore has committed to grant zero-tariff treatment on all imports from Japan as of entry into force of the Agreement, whilst Japan has increased its zero-tariff commitments from the current 34% (under WTO) to 77% of total tariff lines.   Although Singapore has little economic interest in agriculture (agricultural exports constitute only about 2% of all domestic exports), JSEPA does not exclude any sector from tariff elimination and tariff concessions cover both industrial and agricultural products. 



	Rules of origin
	Chapter 3 (Rules of Origin) sets out the origin criteria and the documentary requirements for a product to enjoy the tariff preference under the JSEPA.  Each product has at least one corresponding specific rule of origin under the JSEPA.  A substantial transformation is deemed to have occurred if the CTC rule is met. The final product must have undergone a change in tariff heading (CTH; a different 4 – digit heading) from the materials used in its production.  There is also additional flexibility for 264 products, with the provision of two alternative specific rules. Each of these 264 products will qualify for preferential tariff treatment if:  (i) it has undergone the requisite change in tariff heading; or (ii) its Singapore content is at least 60% of the selling (FOB) price.  Manufacturers that source inputs from overseas can include the Japan or Singapore component of these inputs towards the 60%. The JSEPA also takes into consideration current and future production trends, notably the concept of Outward Processing for Singapore, whereby certain stages of the production of goods are outsourced to lower cost centres. 



	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Chapter 7 (Trade in Services) builds on what had been accomplished at the multilateral level.  In particular, Singapore suppliers are not only given market access to the Japanese market, but are also assured that they will be given the same treatment that the Japanese government gives to Japanese suppliers. There are also disciplines to govern Japanese authorities when they set domestic regulations, and government-sanctioned monopolies.  

Chapter 8 (Investments) prescribes the general disciplines governing the investment regimes in Japan and Singapore for investors from both countries. As the aim of the Investment Chapter is to create favourable conditions for bilateral economic activities and to stimulate bilateral investment flows between Japan and Singapore, the chapter focuses on two key elements: (i) investment promotion, and (ii) investment protection.  The chapter is comprehensive in terms of scope of coverage and depth of disciplines. It covers the various stages of investment, ranging from the pre-investment stage to the post-investment stage. Investors who can benefit from this chapter are also not limited to only nationals of Singapore or companies owned by Singaporeans but include permanent residents and enterprises with substantive business operations in Singapore. In addition, in terms of concessions, which are premised on a negative list approach, Japan and Singapore have listed 21 reservations (12 for Japan and 9 for Singapore). Except for these limited areas, investors from both countries will enjoy the liberal investment regimes that both countries will be binding under the Agreement.

Chapter 11 (Government Procurement) expands the scope for promotion of trade between Japan and Singapore through government procurement. The JSEPA lowered the threshold values above which government procurement would be subject to GPA disciplines. Both countries agreed on the lowering of the GPA threshold values for goods and services (except construction services) to SDR 100,000. This is a SDR 30,000 reduction from both Singapore’s and Japan’s GPA threshold of SDR 130,000.  Both countries also agreed on joint cooperation in the exchange of information on government procurement.



	Services coverage
	Chapter 7 (Trade in Services) liberalises trade in services by expanding commitments significantly beyond each country’s WTO commitments. In terms of the sectors covered, Japan expanded its commitments from 103 to 135 services sectors (86% of a total of 157 sectors), while Singapore expanded its commitments from 61 to 139 sectors (88.5%).  These commitments distinguish between the various modes that services can be supplied, for example, through the Internet, or by setting up a company in Japan. The committed sectors are subject to market access, national treatment and domestic regulation disciplines. In essence, this means that a country cannot impose additional market access restrictions for these sectors, must accord the same treatment to both local and foreign service suppliers, and must impose measures in a manner that is reasonable, objective and impartial. In addition, there are also provisions against companies that engage in anti-competitive practices. Either country can be taken to task if it is found in breach of these disciplines.

Under the annex on financial services, both countries have also committed enhanced market opening measures that build on the benefits of the multilateral trading system.  These commitments would expand trade in financial services and improve the competitive business environment in both countries.  The cooperation initiatives under the JSEPA also create an environment that will encourage financial institutions and other market players from both countries to collaborate for their mutual gain.  

Under the annex on Information and Communications Technology (ICT), which supplements the trade provisions on market access for telecommunications services sector, by elaborating on measures which are relevant or which affect access to and use of telecommunications services.  



	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	Chapter 4 (Customs Procedures) covers the Customs procedures required for clearance of goods traded between both countries, with the objective of facilitating trade in goods between the 2 countries by improving the customs procedures of each country.  The Chapter commits both countries to improve customs clearance of goods in the two countries, through more extensive use of information and communications technology, simplification of customs procedures, and use of modern management tools such as risk management for cargo clearance processes.

Chapter 5 (Paperless Trading) sets out the areas of cooperation between Japan and Singapore and the commitment to encourage and facilitate paperless trading, in recognition that paperless trading would enhance the efficiency of trade information flow and documentation exchange.  Both countries commit to work towards fully replacing the current paper-based trade documents submitted as supporting documents with electronic version of the same documents transferred between importers and exporters in Japan and Singapore, and encourage cooperation between their private entities in activities related to paperless trading.

Chapter 6 (Mutual Recognition) commits Japan and Singapore to recognise the test results and accept the certificate of conformity issued by each other’s designated conformity assessment bodies, with respect to the E&E products as well as the telecommunications equipment. In practice, this means that Singapore’s exports of electrical and electronic, and telecommunications equipment to Japan can now be tested and certified without duplicative testing or certification in Japan, and vice versa.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Chapter 9 (Movement of Natural Persons) facilitates the movement of business persons, ensuring similar treatment between locals and foreigners.  

Chapter 10 (Intellectual Property) develops co-operation in the field of IP, and commits both regions to take appropriate measures to facilitate the public use of their IP databases; to jointly undertake IP training and exchange of experts; and to jointly organise IP workshops and fairs. 

Chapter 12 (Competition) commits both countries to take necessary action within available resources to control anticompetitive practices, and strengthen cooperation between the national agencies in charge of anti-competitive business practices and the domestic economy.

There are also several chapters detailing the cooperation between both countries in areas including Science & Technology, Trade and Investment Promotion, and Broadcasting.



	Other
	-

	Changes in 2009

	None.



	Expected changes in 2010
	None.



	Agreement #5

Korea-Singapore Free Trade Agreement (KSFTA)

http://www.fta.gov.sg


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Singapore and the Republic of Korea (ROK)

Date of Entry into force: 2 March 2006
Type of Agreement: Free Trade Agreement



	Date of notification to the WTO
	21 February 2006 


	General provisions
	Chapter One (General Provisions) sets out the objectives of the KSFTA.  Chapter 19 (Transparency) specifies both countries’ commitment towards transparency.   


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional framework: 

Chapter 22 (Administration and Final Provisions) provides for a review of the implementation of the Agreement at the Ministerial level within a year of the KSFTA’s entry into force, and thereafter annually or otherwise.  It also provides for the establishment of contact points for each country.  

Dispute settlement: 

Chapter 21 (Dispute Avoidance and Settlement) provides for a comprehensive set of dispute settlement procedures, to ensure that if differences arise on the interpretation or the implementation of rights and obligations under the Agreement, a predictable, efficient and effective framework is in place to resolve the dispute as quickly as possible.



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Chapter 3 (National Treatment and Market Access) sets out the rules governing trade in goods between the ROK and Singapore. These rules are based on WTO disciplines and contain WTO-plus provisions. Both countries commit to grant preferential tariff-free market access for an extensive range of products. The Chapter also provides for possible acceleration of tariff elimination or inclusion of additional products for tariff elimination in the future. In addition, each country must ensure that its excise taxes and other charges are not levied in an unjust manner that will result in discrimination against imported products.  To prevent any possible nullification of the preferential tariff concessions, both countries must also conduct fairly the determination of customs value of goods. Furthermore, the ROK and Singapore are prohibited from maintaining any export duties that may distort bilateral trade and are obliged to ensure that their non-tariff measures are similarly non-distorting and transparent.


	Product coverage
	The ROK has committed immediate tariff elimination for almost 75% of Singapore's domestic exports. Products covered range from freshwater ornamental fish to woven cotton fabrics and exports from key sectors like electronics, electrical equipment, chemicals, precision engineering, and biomedical sciences. For the ROK, Singapore has committed to grant zero-tariff treatment on all ROK goods entering Singapore as of entry into force of the KSFTA.



	Rules of origin
	Chapter 4 (Rules of Origin) adopts a product-specific approach. This means that each product has a corresponding specific rule of origin, to cater to the specific needs of every industry, and to take into account the unique manufacturing processes in each country. The Chapter also ensures that only goods manufactured in the ROK or Singapore will benefit from the KSFTA. To ensure that there can be no unauthorised goods benefiting from the KSFTA, an ROK importer of a Singapore originating product has to produce a Certificate of Origin (CO) issued by the Singapore Customs as proof of its Singapore origin when claiming preferential tariff treatment from the Korean Customs Authority, and vice versa. 



	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Chapter 9 (Cross-Border Trade in Services) commits both Singapore and the ROK to market-opening commitments on trade in services beyond what had been committed at the multilateral level.  Under the National Treatment Article, both countries agree to grant services and service suppliers of the other country the same treatment given to their domestic services and service suppliers. Under the Market Access Article, both countries cannot impose quantitative restrictions like limitations on number of service suppliers or number of service operations. Under the Local Presence Article, both countries agree not to require a service supplier to establish a representative office or any other form of enterprise as a pre-condition for the provision of cross-border services. There are also disciplines on domestic regulation to ensure that measures affecting trade in services are imposed in a reasonable, objective and impartial manner, as well as provisions that prevent monopolies from abusing their position. The Chapter is based on a negative-list approach, where all sectors are a priori committed except for those sectors or measures listed down in Annex 9. .  

Chapter 10 (Investments) sets out comprehensive commitments on investment promotion and protection to ensure non-discriminatory treatment, free repatriation of funds, strong safeguards against expropriation and an investor-state dispute settlement mechanism for investors. In addition, the Chapter is based on a negative-list approach, which means that all investment sectors are committed unless otherwise listed in the shared Annexes of the Services and Investment Chapters. Both countries agree not to impose a list of restrictive conditions ("performance requirements") relating to the establishment and management of investments, as well as to the granting of incentives.

Chapter 16 (Government Procurement) builds on the commitments of the ROK and Singapore in the WTO Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA). Under the Chapter, the threshold values above which government procurement will be subject to GPA disciplines have been lowered to SDR 100,000 (except for construction services). This is a SDR 30,000 reduction from both the ROK and Singapore’s GPA threshold of SDR 130,000. Both countries also agree on joint cooperation in the exchange of information on government procurement.



	Services coverage
	Chapter 7 (Trade in Services) liberalises trade in services by expanding commitments significantly beyond each country’s WTO commitments. These commitments distinguish between the various modes that services can be supplied, for example, through the Internet, or by setting up a company in the ROK. 

In the area of financial services, the KSFTA allows the Singapore Exchange (SGX) and the Korean Stock Exchange (KSE) to work towards a SGX-KSE linkage that can enhance the liquidity pool in both markets and range of products available to investor.

In the area of ICT / E-Commerce, the ROK and Singapore agree to explore cooperation in research and training activities that will enhance the development of ICT and in particular, e-commerce in both countries. Telecommunications companies operating or intending to operate in the other country's market are accorded fair and non-discriminatory treatment, with specific obligations on the dominant suppliers in both countries. In addition to this greater market certainty, the KSFTA provides operators with a recourse mechanism to resolve telecommunications disputes through the relevant telecommunications regulatory bodies from each country.


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	Chapter 5 (Customs Procedures) facilitates the flow of trade in goods between the ROK and

Singapore by committing both countries to improve customs clearance of goods, through the simplification of customs procedures, and use of modern management tools such as risk management for cargo clearance processes.

Chapter 7 (Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures) reaffirms both countries’ commitment to ensure that sanitary and phytosanitary measures are not applied in a manner that would constitute a means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination or a disguised restriction on international trade.

Chapter 8 (Technical Barriers to Trade) provides for the mutual recognition of conformity assessment procedures to assess that products from Singapore destined for the ROK meet the standards and technical regulations of the ROK, and vice versa. Detailed procedures are also provided for the exchange of information and for addressing issues arising from the Chapter. The Chapter provides the framework for sectoral annexes to be concluded for specific product sectors which are subject to mandatory requirements. 


	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Chapter 13 (Temporary Entry of Business Persons) lays out the terms and extent to which citizens and permanent residents of one country can enter into the other country's territory for the purpose of doing business. It will facilitate the movement of 4 major categories of businesspersons: (a) Service sellers; (b) Short-term service suppliers; (c) Traders and investors who are managers, executives or specialists; and (d) Intra-corporate transferees who are employed as managers, executives or Specialists.

Chapter 15 (Competition) puts in place a framework for the ROK and Singapore to promote competition by addressing anti-competitive practices in their respective territory, adopting and enforcing such measures as it deems appropriate and effective to counter such practices. Among these, both countries are to ensure that their respective laws on competition are equally applied to all businesses in their territory.  The Chapter also provides that both countries can enter into consultations on competition matters, including the elimination of particular anti-competitive practices that affect bilateral trade or investment. 

Chapter 17 (Intellectual Property Rights) allows both countries to benefit from collaboration and cooperation in areas such as patent technology and licensing, the promotion of education and awareness of IPR, and the exchange of technical expertise in the field of plant varieties protection (PVP). 

Chapter 18 (Cooperation) covers thirteen areas of bilateral cooperation, promoting better understanding and communication, and enhancing the sharing of information and experiences between the two countries. Under the Chapter, the countries agree to establish or build on existing mechanisms to strengthen bilateral ties.


	Other
	-


	Changes in 2009
	None


	Expected changes in 2010
	None



	Agreement #6

Singapore-Australia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA)

http://www.fta.gov.sg/


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Singapore and Australia

Date of entry into force: 28 July 2003

Type of agreement: Free trade agreement



	Date of notification to the WTO
	1 October 2003



	General provisions
	Chapter One (Objectives and General Definitions) sets forth the objectives of the Agreement, and provides that the Parties shall interpret and apply the Agreement in light of these objectives.  Also, the Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO Agreement and other agreements to which both Parties are party.  In addition, it sets forth definitions of general application.



	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional framework: Each party undertakes to designate a contact point to facilitate communications between the Parties on any matter covered by the Agreement.  On the request of a Party, the contact point of the requested Party shall identify the office or official responsible for the matter and assist in facilitating communication with the requesting Party.  In addition, the Agreement sets out a review mechanism, where the Ministers in charge of trade negotiations of the Parties shall meet within a year of the date of entry into force of this Agreement and then biennially or otherwise as appropriate to review the Agreement.

Dispute settlement: Chapter Sixteen sets out procedures for settling disputes under the Agreement through consultations, negotiations, conciliation and arbitration.



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	The provisions relating to the treatment of goods are based on WTO disciplines and serve to eradicate barriers to trade in goods and promote freer flow of goods between the two countries.  Specifically, the Chapter commits both countries to grant immediate duty-free market access to all Singapore and Australian products.  This Chapter also restrains a country from denying tariff concessions or imposing other trade restrictive measures to the other party without proper justification.  In addition, both countries can only impose non-tariff measures that are permitted under the WTO, and are further obliged to ensure that such non-tariff measures are transparent and do not distort trade.



	Product coverage
	The Agreement is comprehensive and includes commitments by Singapore and Australia to eliminate all tariffs on all originating goods in Chapters 1 to 97 of the Harmonized Tariff System immediately with no exceptions.  


	Rules of origin
	The SAFTA ROO are negotiated taking into account ease of implementation.  All products need only fulfill a general rule of a specified threshold of local value content of either 30% or 50%.  At the same time, the robust documentary requirements to claim such preferences ensure that only Singapore or Australian products benefit from the preferences offered under SAFTA.  Further, the ROO take into account current and future production trends in Singapore.  The ROO acknowledge the unique production pattern of Singapore currently, whereby certain stages of the production of the products are outsourced to lower cost centres (i.e. parts and components are shuttled to and from Singapore at various stages of production).  A review mechanism exists to take into account further technological developments which may impact on the manufacturing patterns of companies, and hence, the ROO.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services: The Agreement provides market access across all services and financial services sectors with limited exceptions based on a negative list approach.  There are also disciplines on domestic regulation to ensure that both countries impose measures in a manner that is reasonable, objective and impartial, as well as provisions that prevent monopolies from abusing their position.  

Investment: The Investment Chapter is comprehensive in terms of scope of coverage and depth of disciplines.  The Agreement covers both investments in the manufacturing and service sectors.  It covers the various stages of investment, ranging from the pre-establishment to post-establishment stage.  Investors who can benefit from this chapter are also not limited to nationals of Singapore and Australia or companies owned by Singaporeans and Australians but include permanent residents and enterprises with substantive business operations in Singapore and Australia.  Concessions are premised on the more liberalizing and transparent negative list approach.  Investor rights are also backed by a binding, impartial procedure for dispute settlement that investors can pursue without having to first exhaust local administrative and judicial remedies.  

Government procurement: Under the agreement, suppliers from both parties will be treated equally as any locally established supplier.  Both countries also agreed to cooperate to ensure that policies and procedures that are adopted will facilitate access to government procurement opportunities by suppliers via electronic means, or e-procurement.



	Services coverage
	The Agreement provides market access across all services with limited exceptions.  This is a “negative list” agreement, meaning that all sectors are liberalized unless a Party includes a specific reservation (“non-conforming measure”) in the Agreement.

The commitments for services include both cross-border supply of services (supply through electronic means, through consumption abroad and through the presence of natural persons) and the right to supply services through an investment. 

The negative list provides market access across a wide range of sectors, including but not limited to professional services, transportation services, distribution services, tourism services, environmental services, and recreational, cultural and sporting services.



	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	SPS, TBT and Mutual Recognition: The Agreement builds on the 2001 Mutual Recognition Agreement on Conformity Assessment between Australia and Singapore, and extends the coverage to sanitary and phytosanitary measures (SPS).  The Agreement provides for mutual recognition of test reports and/or certificates issued by the exporting country to testify that they meet with the mandatory requirements of the importing country.  This removes the need for duplicative testing and/or certification in the importing country before the product can be sold.  The detailed requirements and procedures to ensure that specific types of products meet the mandatory requirements of the destination market are set out in separate Annexes.

E-commerce: The Parties commit to non-discriminatory treatment of digital products, and agree not to impose customs duties on such products and to cooperate in numerous policy areas related to e-commerce.

Customs Procedures: The Agreement commits both countries to improve customs clearance of goods in the two countries, through paperless trading, use of modern management tools such as risk management for cargo clearance processes, and the sharing of the best practices.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition Policy: The Agreement requires each Party to enforce a domestic antitrust law that prohibits anticompetitive business conduct and to ensure that any government-owned enterprises are not given any competitive advantage in their commercial activities simply as a result of being government-owned.

Intellectual Property: Australia and Singapore committed to accede to the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) Copyright Treaty and the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT) by 1 Jan 2005.  The WCT and WPPT address copyright protection issues raised by the digital revolution by enacting clear and appropriate legal provisions which are not found in the existing international agreements and conventions on copyright.  Australia and Singapore also undertook to adopt a common standard of protection for the protection of industrial designs by ensuring compliance with the provisions of the Geneva Act (1999) of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial Designs.  In addition, Australia and Singapore committed to ensuring effective enforcement of intellectual property rights by agreeing to take efforts to improve communication between enforcement agencies as well as cooperating on information exchange on education and awareness programs. 


	Other
	Chapter Eleven (Movement of Business Persons) contain provisions that would facilitate the movement of two major categories of business persons directly involved in cross-border trade and investments through the following commitments:

a)   Business visitors will be permitted to enter and engage in business activities within Australia for a period of 3 months;

b)   Intra-corporate transferees (i.e., managers, executives and specialists within organisations) will be permitted to stay and work in Australia for a committed period of up to 14 years.



	Changes in 2009
	None


	Expected changes in 2010
	None



	Agreement #7

Singapore-Jordan Free Trade Agreement 

http://www.fta.gov.sg


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Republic of Singapore and Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Date of entry into force: August 22, 2005

Type of agreement: Free trade agreement



	Date of notification to the WTO
	7 July 2006


	General provisions
	Preamble sets forth the objectives of the Agreement.

Chapter One (Establishment of Free Trade Area) establishes the free trade area in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement. In it, the Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO Agreement and other agreements to which both Parties are party. The chapter also makes clear that the Agreement shall not derogate from any international legal obligation between the Parties that entitles a good or a service, or the supplier of a good and service, to treatment more favourable than that accorded by this Agreement.

Chapter Eight (General Provisions) establishes the Joint Committee to supervise the proper implementation of this Agreement and sets forth the guidelines pertaining to the disclosure of confidential information, security and confidentiality, taxation, government procurement and investment matters, intellectual property rights and the duration and termination of the Agreement.


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional framework: The Agreement establishes the Joint Committee, which is the institution responsible for supervising the proper implementation of this Agreement and to review the trade relationship between the Parties. The Joint Committee shall be comprised of representatives of the Parties and shall be headed by each Party’s minister primarily responsible for international trade or its designees. The Joint Committee shall convene within one year of the date of entry into force of the Agreement and thereafter convene once every two years.

Dispute settlement: Chapter Seven sets out procedures for settling disputes under the Agreement through a three-step process of consultations, consideration by the Joint Commission and an arbitration panel.


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Each Party undertakes not to increase any existing customs duty, or introduce any new duties, on an originating good.  Furthermore, each Party undertakes to progressively eliminate its customs duties on originating goods in accordance with its Tariff Elimination Schedule. At least 97.5% of all goods will be duty-free and quota-free at the end of the transition period (10 years maximum).  More than 90 percent of bilateral trade in goods have immediate, duty-free access.  


	Product coverage
	The Agreement includes commitments by Singapore and Jordan to eliminate all tariffs on more than 97.5% of originating goods immediately or after transition periods.  A substantial percentage of two-way trade is liberalized immediately upon the entry into force of the Agreement.  For example, more than 90 percent of two-way trade in consumer and industrial products becomes duty-free with immediate effect.  



	Rules of origin
	The Agreement establishes clear and predictable criteria for determining the eligibility of a good for preferential treatment.  Chapter Three (Rules of Origin) sets out the origin criteria to identify the “nationality” of a product and the documentary requirements to claim such preferences. The Rules of Origin under this Agreement were negotiated to make implementation simple for the exporters from both countries. All products, with the exception of textile and apparel goods, need only fulfill a general rule of origin of a relatively low threshold of 35% local content. For textile and apparel goods, specific process rules apply. At the same time, the robust documentary requirements to claim such preferences ensure that only Singapore or Jordanian products benefit from the preferences offered under the Agreement. 



	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services: Using a “positive list” approach, the Agreement ensures that services and service suppliers specified in each Party’s Schedule of specific commitments are guaranteed access into each others’ markets. Both Parties may not restrict access into their markets by imposing quantitative restrictions (e.g. numerical quotas on services and service suppliers that are allowed in the market. The Agreement also guarantees that services and service suppliers from the foreign Party will be accorded equal treatment as their local counterparts and ensures that regulations governing provision of services are reasonable, impartial and objective.

Investment: The Agreement does not include a chapter on investments. Instead, there is a separate Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) complementary to the Agreement which prescribes the general disciplines governing the investment regime in Singapore and Jordan for investors from both countries. The BIT focuses on two key elements, comprising provisions on investment promotion and investment protection


	Services coverage
	The Agreement provides market access to all services and service suppliers which are specified in the respective Schedule of specific commitments, i.e. a “positive list” agreement. 

 The commitments for services include both cross-border supply of services (supply through electronic means, through consumption abroad and through the presence of natural persons) and the right to supply services through an investment.   

The positive list gives access across a wide range of sectors, including but not limited to computer and related services; research and development services,  services incidental to manufacturing, convention services, communication services, construction and related engineering services, distribution services, education services, financial services, tourism and travel related services and transport services. 


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	E-commerce: Under the Agreement, the Parties reaffirm their commitment to promote a liberalized environment for electronic commerce. Both sides commit to avoid imposing customs duties on electronic transmissions, imposing unnecessary barriers to market access for digitized products and impeding the ability to deliver services through electronic means as well as ensure transparency by making publicly available, all relevant laws and regulations affecting electronic commerce.

Business Cooperation: The parties agree to cooperate in promoting trade and investment activities by private enterprises of the Parties. Such cooperation include the joint organization of industry-specific missions with a focus on high-growth sectors, promotion of business alliances between private enterprises and developing a one-stop business information database to facilitate business activities.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	

	Other
	The Agreement is complemented by a separate Singapore-Jordan Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) which aims to create favourable conditions for bilateral economic activities and to stimulate bilateral investment flows between Singapore and Jordan. The Treaty seeks to minimize restrictions, strengthen protection of investments and provide access to each other’s markets.

The BIT prescribes the general disciplines governing the investment regime in Singapore and Jordan for investors from both countries, and focuses on two key elements, comprising provisions on investment promotion and investment protection. The Treaty is comprehensive in terms of scope of coverage and depth of disciplines. It covers the various stages of investment, ranging from the pre-establishment to post-establishment stage.

The disciplines under the BIT include both the traditional disciplines of investment agreements like national treatment, expropriation and compensation, as well as more advanced provisions such as access to investor-to-state dispute settlement.


	Changes in 2009
	None


	Expected changes in 2010
	None



	Agreement #8

Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership Agreement (Trans-Pacific SEP)

http://www.fta.gov.sg/


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Negara Brunei Darussalam, Republic of Chile, New Zealand and Republic of Singapore

Date of Entry into force: 28 May 2006
Type of agreement: Strategic Economic Partnership agreement



	Date of notification to the WTO
	18 May 2006


	General provisions
	Chapter One (Initial Provisions) establishes the free trade area, sets forth the objectives of the Agreement, and provides that the Parties shall interpret and apply the Agreement in light of these objectives. Also, the Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO Agreement and other agreements to which all Parties are party. 

Chapter Two (General Definitions) sets forth definitions of general application.

Chapter Fourteen (Transparency) sets out requirements designed to foster openness, transparency and fairness in the adoption and application of measures covered by the Agreement. For example, each Party most promptly publish all laws, regulations, procedures, and administrative rulings of general application regarding any matter covered by the Agreement, or otherwise make them available to interested persons and the other Party. Various other chapters provide specific, detailed rules regarding transparency.

Chapter Nineteen (General Exceptions) incorporates by reference the general exceptions set forth in GATT Article XX and GATS Article XIV (for example, exceptions related to protecting human, animal, or plant life or health) for the purposes of certain Chapters.  There are also exceptions related to essential security, taxation, balance of payments, and disclosure of information that would impede law enforcement or contravene laws protecting personal privacy or financial records.



	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional framework: The Parties have committed to establishing a Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership Commission which may meet at the level of ministers or senior officials, as mutually determined by the Parties. Each Party is responsible for the compositions of its delegation. 

Dispute settlement: The Trans-Pacific SEP sets out an effective, efficient and transparent process for consultation or settlement of disputes between the Parties. Chapter 15 sets out procedures for settling disputes under the Agreement through the processes of consultations, good offices, conciliation, and meditation or the convening of an Arbitral Tribunal. 



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	On the whole, the market access package sees the elimination of duties on the majority of tariff lines upon entry into force of the agreement. No Party may increase an existing customs duty, or adopt any customs duty, on an originating good. Furthermore, each Party undertakes to progressively eliminate its customs duties on originating goods in accordance with its Tariff Elimination Schedule. 

Altogether, 99% of all domestic exports to Chile and New Zealand will receive duty-free treatment three years from entry into force, and this figure will increase to 100% after six years from entry into force. 78% of all domestic exports to Brunei will receive duty-free treatment and this figure will increase to nearly 100% in due course.



	Product coverage
	The Trans-Pacific SEP is a comprehensive agreement with an ambitious market access package that will see tariffs on the parties' key exports to one another eliminated or reduced according to a specific timetable. It also encompasses liberal and forward-looking rules that will enable most of these exports to benefit from the agreement.



	Rules of origin
	The Parties have crafted rules which are as outward-looking and trade-facilitative as possible. The Agreement establishes clear and predictable criteria for determining the eligibility of a good for preferential treatment. These criteria are articulated in a comprehensive set of product-specific rules of origin. Many progressive elements reflecting more unique production patterns have been included in the ROO provisions. For example, the Parties recognise the concept of outward processing as an integral part of the manufacturing process for certain goods, hence allowing such goods to qualify for preferential treatment even if they have undergone processes of production or other operations outside the territory of a Party.



	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services: The Trade in Services Chapter will bind Parties to their current levels of liberalization as well as any future liberalization in most sectors. The Chapter also contains a Most Favoured Nation clause, which means that should a Party grant more favourable treatment in any sector to any country, the Party will be required to extend the same treatment to the other Parties.  

Investment: Negotiations on Investment have yet to be concluded and the chapter on this area will be included in the SEP upon their conclusion. Parties have agreed to commence negotiations on Investment no later than two years after entry into force of the Trans-Pacific SEP.    

Government procurement: The coverage of Chapter 11 (Government Procurement) is extensive. It sets out a strong government discipline in the member Parties to maximise competitive opportunities and to reduce costs of doing business for both government and industry. Under the chapter, procuring entities in each Party will grant equal and non-discriminatory access to government tenders in excess of the agreed monetary thresholds to suppliers from other Parties to the Trans-Pacific SEP. The Parties have committed to call for an open tender except for specific situations such as extreme urgency of those connected with the protection of exclusive rights (such as patents or copyrights). In calling for open tenders, government entities should publish a notice of intended procurement and provide sufficient time for suppliers to respond to the notice. 



	Services coverage
	The Chapter takes a negative list approach, which starts from the premise that all sectors are open, except for those measures or sectors which have been expressly reserved. Under this approach, Parties have listed in Annex III existing measures that do not conform to the agreement but which they intend to maintain. These measures however cannot become more trade-restrictive and any future liberalization must be locked in. Traditional market access to services is supplemented by disciplines on domestic regulation to ensure that Parties impose measures in a manner that is reasonable, objective and impartial. 

Negotiations on Financial Services have not been concluded and the Parties have agreed to commence them no later than two years after entry into force of the SEP. The chapter on this area will be included in the SEP upon their conclusion.


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	SPS: Chapter 7 (SPS) covers all sanitary and phytosanitary measures of a Party that may, directly or indirectly, affect trade among the Parties. The Parties have agreed to put in place 8 Implementing Arrangements setting out the details of agreed procedures for trade to take place. These procedures include the determination of equivalence, audit and verification procedures, import checks and certification.

TBT: Chapter 8 (TBT) applies to all standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures that may, directly or indirectly, affect the trade in goods among the Parties. The Parties have agreed on a work programme on the mutual or unilateral recognition of standards, regulations and test results, and the harmonization of standards. The programme includes electrical and electronic goods, beef grading and shoe labelling. 

Customs Procedures: Under Customs Procedures, the Agreement seeks to institutionalise a platform to facilitate trade amongst the Parties. This includes enhancing transparency in regulation so that traders would be fully aware of the Customs requirements and procedures in the respective countries. Key facilitative commitments under this chapter include allowing self-certification for the claiming of preferential tariffs, providing advance ruling on the eligibility of originating goods for preferential tariffs and tariff classification, and enhancing the application of risk management to focus on high-risk goods. 

Domestic Regulation: Measures relating to qualification requirements and procedures, technical standards, and licensing requirements are required to be based on objective and transparent criteria, not more burdensome than necessary to ensure the quality of the service and (in the case of licensing procedures) not in themselves a restriction on the supply of the service.


	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition policy: Provisions are made to facilitate the maintenance of an environment supportive of competition so that the gains from trade and investment liberalisation achieved by the FTA can be maximised. The Chapter provides general principles of competition that Parties will abide by and encourages cooperation between the respective competition authorities. 

Intellectual Property: All Parties are signatories to the WTO - TRIPS Agreement. The IP chapter seeks to provide an enhanced standard of IP protection beyond that required under the TRIPS Agreement that are of benefit to all parties. This chapter also aims to increase dialogue and cooperation between the Parties on IP-related matters. In addition, all parties acknowledge that Geographical indications will be protected in the respective jurisdictions to the extent permitted by and according to the terms and conditions set out in their respective domestic law.

Labour Cooperation: In parallel with the negotiations for the SEP Agreement, the four countries also discussed and agreed to have a MOU on Labour Cooperation. The MOU will enable the countries to work closely together on labour and HR issues and provide opportunities for the countries to share views and experiences on these issues, with the objective of promoting and enhancing the well-being of workers in the four countries. 

Environment Cooperation: The four Parties have also agreed to have a MOU on an Environment Cooperation Agreement, which will enable the countries to work closely together on environment issues of mutual interest and provide opportunities for the countries to share views and experiences on these issues. 


	Other
	In Chapter 13 (Temporary Entry), Parties affirm their voluntary commitments established in the APEC Business Travel Card “Operating Framework”. 

Chapter 6 (Trade Remedies) states that the Agreement does not confer any additional rights or obligations on the Parties with regard to actions taken pursuant to Article XIX of GATT 1994. The Parties have also agreed that a Party initiating a global safeguard action will inform the other Parties of its intent and the reasons for the action. 

The Strategic Partnership chapter sets out a framework for cooperation between two or more Trans-Pacific SEP Parties across five fields – economic, education, primary industry, cultural, and science, research and technology. Under the chapter, the Parties agree to build on existing cooperative agreements between them and to strengthen mechanisms for the sharing of information and experiences. The Implementing Arrangement for the chapter sets out specific activities of mutual interest which the Parties can initiate collaboration on, such as R&D, sharing of best practices and exploring partnerships for business opportunities in third countries. 


	Changes in 2009
	None


	Expected changes in 2010
	None




	Agreement #9

US – Singapore Free Trade Agreement 

http://www.fta.gov.sg/


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: United States of America and Republic of Singapore

Date of entry into force: 1 Jan 2004

Type of agreement: Free Trade agreement



	Date of notification to the WTO
	19 Dec 2003


	General provisions
	Chapter One (Initial provisions) establishes the free trade area, sets forth the objectives of the Agreement, and provides that the Parties shall interpret and apply the Agreement in light of these objectives. Also, the Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO Agreement and other agreements to which all Parties are party. It also sets forth definitions of general application.

Chapter Nineteen (Transparency) sets out requirements designed to foster openness, transparency and fairness in the adoption and application of measures covered by the Agreement. For example, each Party must promptly publish all laws, regulations, procedures, and administrative rulings of general application regarding any matter covered by the Agreement, or otherwise make them available to interested persons and the other Party. Various other chapters provide specific, detailed rules regarding transparency. 

Chapter Twenty-one (General and Final Provisions) incorporates by reference the general exceptions set forth in GATT Article XX and GATS Article XIV (for example, exceptions related to protecting human, animal, or plant life or health) for the purposes of certain Chapters.  There are also exceptions related to essential security, taxation, balance of payments, and disclosure of information that would impede law enforcement or contravene laws protecting personal privacy or financial records.



	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional framework: The Agreement establishes a Joint Committee to supervise the implementation of this agreement and to review the trade relationship between the Parties. The Joint Committee shall be composed of government officials of each Party and shall be chaired by (i) the United States Trade Representative and (ii) Singapore’s Minister for Trade & Industry or their designees. The Joint Committee may establish and delegate responsibilities to ad hoc and standing committees or working groups, and seek advice of non-governmental persons or groups. 

Dispute settlement: The dispute settlement system focuses more on cooperation than on traditional trade sanctions by allowing a Party to pay a monetary assessment into a common fund. The common fund will be used to facilitate trade between the Parties. 



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Each Party has committed to accord national treatment to the goods of the other Party in accordance with Article III of GATT 1994. Each Party undertakes not to increase any existing customs duty, or adopt any customs duty, on an originating good.  Furthermore, each Party undertakes to progressively eliminate its customs duties on originating goods in accordance with its Tariff Elimination Schedule. The Agreement is comprehensive and includes commitments by the United States and Singapore to eliminate most tariffs on originating goods. 92% of current tariffs on trade will be eliminated immediately upon entry into force of the FTA. Practically all the rest will be eliminated within 8 years. Each party has committed not to adopt or maintain any duty, tax or other charge on the export of any good to the territory of the other Party. 


	Product coverage
	The Agreement is comprehensive and includes commitments by the United States and Singapore to eliminate most tariffs on originating goods. 92% of current tariffs on trade will be eliminated immediately upon entry into force of the FTA. Practically all the rest will be eliminated within 8 years.


	Rules of origin
	The Agreement establishes clear and predictable criteria for determining the eligibility of a good for preferential treatment. These criteria are articulated in a comprehensive set of product-specific rules of origin. The Agreement also provides for certain flexibilities in application of regional value content formula, and also includes a de minimis provision. Many progressive elements reflecting more unique production patterns have been included in the ROO provisions. For example, the Parties recognize the concept of outward processing as an integral part of the manufacturing process for certain goods, hence allowing such goods to qualify for preferential treatment even if they have undergone processes of production or other operations outside the territory of a Party.



	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services: The Agreement provides market access across all services and financial services sectors with limited exceptions based on a negative list approach. Traditional market access to services is supplemented by strong and detailed disciplines on regulatory transparency. Regulatory authorities are bound to high standards of openness and transparency, including consultations with interested parties, advance notice, reasonable comment period, and publication of regulations. 

Investment: All forms of investment are protected under the Agreement, including enterprises, debt, concessions, contracts and intellectual property. The Agreement contains comprehensive rules for all forms of investment: non-discriminatory treatment, including while an investment is being established; protection from expropriation without prompt, adequate, and effective compensation; a minimum standard of treatment; and freedom in hiring senior managers.  The obligations of the chapter apply to all measures in all sectors unless subject to explicit, negotiated exceptions.  

Both Parties have undertaken not to impose any unfair performance requirements as a condition for investment. The FTA provides for an investor-to-state dispute mechanism. Investors aggrieved by government actions that are in breach of obligations under this Chapter have the right to take the dispute directly to an international arbitration tribunal for resolution. 

Government procurement: A negative-list approach has been adopted, whereby both Parties are committed to allowing market access by service suppliers of the other Party unless specifically reserved. The Agreement also provides increased certainty due to transparent, predictable and fair procurement procedures.



	Services coverage
	The Chapter adopts a negative list approach, which means services suppliers from both sides are assured of fair and non-discriminatory treatment and market access unless specifically exempted from writing. 

The commitments for services include both cross-border supply of services (supply through electronic means, through consumption abroad and through the presence of natural persons) and the right to supply services through an investment.   

The negative list provides market access across a wide range of sectors, including but not limited to financial services (banking, insurance, securities); telecommunications services; computer and related services; audiovisual services; express delivery; energy services; distribution services (wholesaling, retailing, franchising); environmental services; professional services (architects, engineers, accountants, etc); and adult education and training services.   

Even in those few areas for which existing non-conforming measures are recorded, if either Party liberalizes a particular existing non-conforming measure after entry into force of the FTA, that degree of liberalization becomes automatically bound for the purposes of the FTA. 

The Agreement also includes a number of important provisions on regulatory transparency. For example, each Party must maintain or establish appropriate mechanisms to respond to inquiries from interested persons on regulations, must provide procedures allowing for advance notice and comment on draft regulations, and must publish final regulations. 


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	TBT: With the view to facilitating trade in goods between them, the Parties will, to the maximum extent possible, seek to enhance their cooperation with each other in the area of technical regulations, standards, and conformity assessment procedures and to deepen the mutual understanding and awareness of each other’s systems. 

Telecommunications and e-commerce: Service suppliers from both Parties will have access to respective public telecommunications networks, including submarine cable landing stations, with transparent and effective enforcement by the telecommunications regulators. Robust competition safeguards will be put in place to protect against discriminatory and anti-competitive behaviour by incumbent suppliers. Both Parties committed to the non-discriminatory treatment of digital products and the permanent duty-free status of products delivered electronically. 

Customs Cooperation: The FTA has brought about enhanced bilateral customs-cooperation. Both sides have committed to actively engage in information sharing and using risk management techniques to enforce against trade in illicit goods. 

Mutual recognition: Both Parties will engage in consultations to develop mutually acceptably standards and criteria for licensing and certification of professional service providers, especially with regard to architects and engineers. Key facilitative commitments under this chapter include allowing self-certification for the claiming of preferential tariffs, providing advance ruling on the eligibility of originating goods for preferential tariffs and tariff classification, and enhancing the application of risk management to focus on high-risk goods. Both Parties will work towards the implementation of a comprehensive arrangement for the mutual recognition of conformity assessment for telecommunications equipment. 


	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition policy: The Agreement requires each Party to adopt or maintain measures to proscribe anticompetitive business conduct. Each Party is also responsible for maintaining an authority responsible for the enforcement of its measures to proscribe anticompetitive business conduct. Both Parties are to ensure that any private or public monopolies designated by the Party, and any state enterprises, be subject to disciplines designed to eliminate abuses of their special status that discriminate against or harm the interests of the other Party.

Intellectual Property:  Both the US and Singapore are party to the WTO-TRIPS. The USSFTA is an agreement that stretches the minimum standards set forth in TRIPS. Chapter 16 (Intellectual Property Rights) incorporates strong commitments to enhance intellectual property protection standards on a non-discriminatory basis, in the areas of copyright, patents and trademarks. The stronger protection rights will be complemented by robust enforcement obligations. 

Labour: Chapter 17 (Labour) reaffirms both Parties’ obligations as members of the ILO and their commitments under the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its follow-up. Both sides are committed to enforce their own domestic laws relating to labour, and consult and cooperate closely on labour issues of mutual concern and interest

Environment: In Chapter 18 (Environment), both Parties commit to effectively enforce their domestic environmental laws. Each Party shall ensure that its laws provide for high levels of environmental protection and shall strive to continue to improve these laws. They affirm the importance of not waiving or derogating from their environmental laws in order to encourage trade or investment. 


	Other
	Temporary entry of business persons: Chapter 11 (temporary entry of business persons) contains provisions allowing the temporary entry of businesspersons into the other Party, to facilitate investment, trade in goods, and services. 



	Changes in 2009
	None.


	Expected changes in 2010
	None.



	Agreement #10

Panama – Singapore Free Trade Agreement 

http://www.fta.gov.sg/


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Republic of Panama and Republic of Singapore

Date of entry into force: 24 July 2006

Type of agreement: Free Trade agreement



	Date of notification to the WTO
	4 April 2007


	General provisions
	The Chapter on Initial provisions establishes the free trade area, sets forth the objectives of the Agreement, and provides that the Parties shall interpret and apply the Agreement in light of these objectives. Also, the Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO Agreement and other agreements to which all Parties are party. It also sets forth definitions of general application.

The Chapter on Transparency sets out requirements designed to foster openness, transparency and fairness in the adoption and application of measures covered by the Agreement.  For example, each Party most promptly publish all laws, regulations, procedures, and administrative rulings of general application regarding any matter covered by the Agreement, or otherwise make them available to interested persons and the other Party. Various other chapters provide specific, detailed rules regarding transparency. 

The Chapter on Exceptions incorporates by reference the general exceptions set forth in GATT Article XX and GATS Article XIV (for example, exceptions related to protecting human, animal, or plant life or health) for the purposes of certain Chapters.  There are also exceptions related to essential security, taxation, balance of payments, and disclosure of information that would impede law enforcement or contravene laws protecting personal privacy or financial records.


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Dispute settlement: Under the FTA, both Parties agreed to a robust dispute settlement system that first seeks to reach mutually satisfactory resolutions through consultations. 



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Each Party undertakes not to increase any existing customs duty, or adopt any customs duty, on an originating good.  Furthermore, each Party undertakes to progressively eliminate its customs duties on originating goods in accordance with its Tariff Elimination Schedule. 



	Product coverage
	The Trade in Goods chapter provides for the elimination of tariffs on 70% of Singapore’s domestic exports (by value) upon entry into force of the agreement, with tariffs on a further 28% eliminated in five years. Singapore has committed to providing duty-free access to all Panamanian goods immediately upon entry into force of the FTA.



	Rules of origin
	The Parties have crafted rules which are as outward-looking and trade-facilitative as possible. The Agreement establishes clear and predictable criteria for determining the eligibility of a good for preferential treatment. These criteria are articulated in a comprehensive set of product-specific rules of origin. Many progressive elements reflecting more unique production patterns have been included in the ROO provisions. For example, the Parties recognise the concept of outward processing as an integral part of the manufacturing process for certain goods, hence allowing such goods to qualify for preferential treatment even if they have undergone processes of production or other operations outside the territory of a Party.



	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services: The Cross Border Trade in Services chapter is a comprehensive chapter that binds the parties to their current levels of liberalization as well as any future liberalization in most services sectors. This chapter guarantees service suppliers from Panama and Singapore access to each other’s markets, and that the other Party’s service suppliers will be granted the same treatment as one’s own service suppliers. The chapter also contains a Most Favoured Nation Clause, which ensures that service suppliers from both Parties will not be discriminated vis-à-vis service suppliers from each other’s future FTA partners in all sectors with just a few exceptions. 

Investment: The Investment chapter is based on a negative-list approach, such that it deems all investment sectors in one Party as open to the other party’s investors unless otherwise listed in the Annexes. The chapter aims to foster an open environment for cross-border investment, minimize restrictions, strengthen protection of investments and provide access to each other’s markets. It ensures investors coverage of the entire lifespan of investments from pre-establishment to sale, and contains strong safeguards against unreasonable expropriation by both governments as well as provision for compensation. In addition, should an aggrieved investor who has suffered losses feel that the Panama or Singapore government has acted in breach of its obligations under the FTA, it can either government to an international arbitration tribunal. This right is in addition and independent of any other contractual rights. 

Government procurement: Under the PSFTA, both Parties have committed to maintaining an open and transparent system of procurement. Procuring entities in each Party will grant equal and non-discriminatory access to government tenders in excess of the agreed monetary thresholds to suppliers from the other Party. The coverage of the GP chapter is extensive. Most Panamanian and Singaporean central government agencies have been listed as committed entities.



	Services coverage
	Adopting a negative list approach, the Cross Border Trade in Services chapter deems all service sectors both Parties open unless otherwise listed in the Annexes.  This approach creates a more predictable and transparent business environment for both Parties’ businessmen.

Through the Financial Services chapter, Panama has committed to bind it current level of financial sector liberalization for all financial institutions in Singapore, such that Singapore’s financial institutions will not be subject to any future restrictions imposed by Panama. 



	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	Customs Procedures: Both Parties have agreed to simplify their customs procedures to facilitate the flow of goods between our two countries. This includes enhancing transparency in regulation so that traders would be fully aware of the Customs requirements and procedures in the respective countries. Key facilitative commitments under this chapter include allowing self-certification for the claiming of preferential tariffs, providing advance ruling on the eligibility of originating goods for preferential tariffs and tariff classification, and enhancing the application of risk management to focus on high-risk goods. The FTA will also enhance bilateral customs cooperation through the sharing of best practices on customs procedures.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition Policy: The provisions outline general principles of competition that both Parties will abide by and encourages cooperation between the respective competition authorities. 



	Other


	- 

	Changes in 2009
	None.  



	Expected changes in 2010
	None.  




	Agreement #11

China – Singapore Free Trade Agreement 

http://www.fta.gov.sg/


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: People’s Republic of China and Republic of Singapore

Date of entry into force: 1 Jan 2009

Type of agreement: Free Trade Agreement & Economic Integration Agreement



	Date of notification to the WTO
	2 Mar 2009



	General provisions
	Chapter One on Initial provisions establishes the free trade area, sets forth the objectives of the Agreement, and provides that the Parties shall interpret and apply the Agreement in light of these objectives. Also, the Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO Agreement and other agreements to which all Parties are party. It also sets forth definitions of general application.

Chapter Thirteen on Exceptions incorporates by reference the general exceptions set forth in GATT Article XX and GATS Article XIV (for example, exceptions related to protecting human, animal, or plant life or health) for the purposes of certain Chapters.  There are also exceptions related to essential security, taxation, balance of payments, and disclosure of information that would impede law enforcement or contravene laws protecting personal privacy or financial records.

Chapter Fourteen on General and Final Provisions sets out requirements designed to foster openness, transparency and fairness in the adoption and application of measures covered by the Agreement.  For example, establish an FTA Joint Committee to be chaired jointly by their respective Ministers or their designees, in order to supervise the implementation of this Agreement and also to review this Agreement. 


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Dispute settlement: Singapore and China have negotiated a comprehensive set of dispute settlement procedures to ensure that in the event of a dispute, a predictable and effective framework is in place to resolve the issue.


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Each Party shall accord national treatment to the goods of the other Party in accordance with Article III of the GATT 1994. To this end, the provisions of Article III of the GATT 1994 shall, mutatis mutandis, be incorporated into and form an integral part of this Agreement. Singapore and China undertake not to maintain any quantitative restrictions at any time unless otherwise permitted under the WTO disciplines. They shall also not adopt or maintain any non-tariff measure on the importation of any good of the other market or on the exportation of any good destined for the territory of the other market. Furthermore, each market shall ensure the transparency of its non-tariff measures.



	Product coverage
	The tariff lines that are subject to the tariff reduction or elimination programme under this Agreement are all the tariff lines covered under the Normal Track, as specified in Article 3(2)(a) of the Agreement on Trade in Goods of the Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Co-operation between the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the People’s Republic of China, read with Annex 1 thereof. In the case of Singapore, this Agreement shall also include all tariff lines covered under the Sensitive Track, as specified in Article 3(2)(b) of the ASEAN-China Trade in Good Agreement, read with Annex 2 thereof.


	Rules of origin
	A 40% RVC FOB as a General Rule of Origin is implemented, with a list of about 560 product-specific rules (PSRs) based on the Asean-China FTA PSR list. 


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services: The committed sectors are subject to market access, national treatment and domestic regulation disciplines. 

In sectors where market access commitments are undertaken, the Party cannot impose additional market access restrictions for these sectors, both quantitative and qualitative. Under national treatment, each Party shall accord to services and service suppliers of the other Party treatment no less favourable than that it accords to its own like services and service suppliers as listed in the schedule of commitments. Each Party shall ensure that all measures of general application affecting trade in services are administered in a reasonable, objective and impartial manner.
Investment: The provisions of the ASEAN-China Investment Agreement shall be incorporated into and form an integral part of this Agreement unless the context otherwise requires. At any time after the entry into force of this Agreement, upon request by either Party, the Parties shall consult to further facilitating the flow of investments between the Parties.

Government procurement: This chapter is currently not covered under this agreement.


	Services coverage
	The Trade in Services Chapter consists of general disciplines governing trade in services between Singapore and China. 
Each Party shall set out in a Schedule the specific commitments it undertakes under Articles 61 (Market Access), 62 (National Treatment) and 63 (Additional Commitments).



	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	Customs Procedures: Singapore and China have agreed to simplify our customs procedures to facilitate Goods trade. The key facilitative commitments include Third Party Invoicing, Advance Ruling to provide traders with more certainty and enhancement of the application of risk management to facilitate the clearance of low risk consignments. 


	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Economic Cooperation: The objective of this chapter is to further strengthen bilateral co-operation in view of recent regional and international strategic developments, and may include Trade and Investment Promotion, Participation in China’s Regional Development and other areas as stated in the Chapter.


	Other


	- 

	Changes in 2009
	None.  



	Expected changes in 2010
	None.  




	Agreement #12

Peru – Singapore Free Trade Agreement 

http://www.fta.gov.sg/


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Republic of Peru and Republic of Singapore

Date of entry into force: 1 Aug 2009

Type of agreement: Free Trade Agreement & Economic Integration Agreement



	Date of notification to the WTO
	30 Jul 2009



	General provisions
	The Chapter on Initial provisions establishes the free trade area, sets forth the objectives of the Agreement, and provides that the Parties shall interpret and apply the Agreement in light of these objectives. Also, the Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO Agreement and other agreements to which all Parties are party. It also sets forth definitions of general application.

The Chapter on Transparency sets out requirements designed to foster openness, transparency and fairness in the adoption and application of measures covered by the Agreement.  For example, each Party most promptly publish all laws, regulations, procedures, and administrative rulings of general application regarding any matter covered by the Agreement, or otherwise make them available to interested persons and the other Party. Various other chapters provide specific, detailed rules regarding transparency. 

The Chapter on Exceptions incorporates by reference the general exceptions set forth in GATT Article XX and GATS Article XIV (for example, exceptions related to protecting human, animal, or plant life or health) for the purposes of certain Chapters.  There are also exceptions related to essential security, taxation and disclosure of information that would impede law enforcement or contravene laws protecting personal privacy or financial records.


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Dispute settlement: The Parties shall endeavour to agree on the interpretation and application of PeSFTA, and shall make every attempt through cooperation, consultations or other means to arrive at a mutually satisfactory resolution. If they cannot settle the dispute within the consultation term, then the complaining Party may request in writing for the intervention of the Commission.


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Each Party undertakes not to increase any existing customs duty, or adopt any customs duty, on an originating good.  Furthermore, Peru shall progressively eliminate its customs duties on originating goods in accordance with Annex 2A (Peru Tariff Schedule) with exceptions provided for in this agreement. Based on request, Peru and Singapore shall consult to consider accelerating the elimination of customs duties on originating goods as set out in Annex 2A (Peru Tariff Schedule) and Annex 2B (Singapore Tariff Schedule) or incorporating into the  schedule, goods that are not subject to the elimination schedule.



	Product coverage
	Singapore’s main exports to Peru will benefit from duty free treatment immediately upon entry into force of the FTA. Tariffs for the rest of the goods currently exported by Singapore to Peru will be phased out over a 10 year period.  Singapore will grant tariff free treatment immediately to Peru for all products.


	Rules of origin
	There is no General Rule of Origin and Remanufactured Goods are listed in Annex 4B. Product Specific Rules need to conform to a change in tariff classification, a qualifying value content, or other requirements specified. The schedule is listed in Annex 4A.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services: Singapore service providers will enjoy national treatment, most favoured nation treatment and greater market access when venturing into Peru. Each Party shall accord to service suppliers of the other Party treatment no less favourable than that it accords, in like circumstances, to its own service suppliers. 

Investment: The Investment chapter is based on a negative-list approach, such that it deems all investment sectors in one Party as open to the other party’s investors unless otherwise listed in the Annexes. The chapter aims to foster an open environment for cross-border investment, minimize restrictions, strengthen protection of investments and provide access to each other’s markets. It ensures investors coverage of the entire lifespan of investments from pre- establishment to sale, and contains strong safeguards against unreasonable expropriation by both governments as well as provision for compensation. In addition, should an aggrieved investor who has suffered losses feel that the Peru or Singapore government has acted in breach of its obligations under the FTA, it can either government to an international arbitration tribunal. This right is in addition and independent of any other contractual rights. 

Government procurement: Under the PeSFTA, both Parties have agreed to open their respective government procurement markets in order to maximize competitive opportunities for their suppliers and reduce costs of doing business for both government and industry. The list of government procurement schedules for Peru is listed in Annex 9A. Each Party shall ensure that its entities shall not (a) treat a locally established supplier less favourably than another locally established supplier on the basis of degree of foreign affiliation or ownership; nor (b) discriminate against a locally established supplier on the basis that it is a supplier of a good or service of the other Party.


	Services coverage
	Adopting a negative list approach, the Cross Border Trade in Services chapter deems all service sectors both Parties open unless otherwise listed in the Annexes.  This approach creates a more predictable and transparent business environment for both Parties’ businessmen.



	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	Customs Procedures: Both Parties have agreed to simplify their customs procedures to facilitate the flow of goods between our two countries. One of the key facilitative commitments under this chapter includes providing advance ruling on the eligibility of originating goods for preferential tariffs and tariff classification. The advance rulings will enter into force three years after the date of entry into force of this Agreement. Under the PeSFTA, exporters could apply for advance rulings in respect of the tariff classification and origin of goods and whether a good qualifies for entry free of customs duty. An advance ruling shall be issued to the exporter within 120 days of the receipt of all necessary information.

E-Commerce: Both Parties recognize the economic growth and opportunities provided by electronic commerce, hence commit to (a) non-discriminatory treatment of digital products; (b) agree not to impose customs duties on such products and (c) to cooperate in numerous policy areas related to e-commerce.


	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition Policy: The provisions outline general principles of competition that both Parties will abide by and encourages cooperation between the respective competition authorities. 



	Other


	- 

	Changes in 2009
	None.  



	Expected changes in 2010
	None.  




	Part 2: Agreement under negotiation 



	Agreement #1
Costa Rica – Singapore Free Trade Agreement 



	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	Trade in Goods, Trade Remedies, Rules of Origin, Customs, Government Procurement, Competition Policy, Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures, Technical Barriers to Trade, Investments, Dispute Settlement.


	Status of negotiations
	Round 3 of negotiations was held in Singapore from 2nd to 4th September 2009. The 4th Round is tentatively set in Costa Rica early next year.



	Agreement #2

Ukraine – Singapore Free Trade Agreement 



	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	Trade in Goods, Trade Remedies, Rules of Origin, Customs, Government Procurement, Competition Policy, Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures, Technical Barriers to Trade, Investments, Dispute Settlement.



	Status of negotiations
	Round 3 of negotiations was held in Singapore from 1st to 3rd December 2008. The next round would be held in Kiev, Ukraine.



	Part 3: Future Plans 




� Trade Volume as at the entry into force of the JSEPA.





