ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (k:1) : Transport Services: Maritime

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	No changes made



	3. Port Operations 

    The Port Authority of Thailand (PAT) is a public utility state enterprise under the supervision of the Ministry of Transport.  It was established by the Port Authority of Thailand Act, B.E. 2494 (A.D. 1951) with an objective to conduct the business pertaining to the port for the interest of the state and public.  The revised Port Authority of Thailand Act, B.E. 2494 (A.D. 1951) which was announced and published in the Government Gazette on November 29, 2000, enabling the Port Authority of Thailand to set up the company limited or the public company limited for operating the port business and other businesses within the objective of the Port Authority of Thailand and in cooperation with other persons or holding shares in other limited companies or public limited companies for the interest of the organization.  Furthermore, the Cabinet assigned PAT to take charge of regional ports.  At present, PAT is responsible for 5 ports i.e. Bangkok Port, Laem Chabang Port, Chiang Saen Port, Chiang Khong Port and Ranong Port.

PAT is allowed to make decisions on appropriate management and operations of each port under its control, provide that such decisions must correspond to PAT’s work objectives as stipulated by the Act.

In response to the government’s privatization policy, the operations of Laem Chabang port have been contracted out by means of concession. 

The contact point for further information is:

Port Authority of Thailand (PAT)

Policy & Planning Department

Tel: (662) 269-5220, 269-5229

Fax: (662) 249-0885, 269-5114-5


	PAT is currently preparing to start the Single Rail Transfer Operator (SRTO) at Laem Chabang Port  (LCP). The SRTO involves container, transported by rail between LCP and Lad Krabang ICD, handling and lifting services by a single operator. The SRTO will be operated by LCP as a  business  unit model.

By 2010, LCP will construct the Rail Transfer Terminal with a maximum capacity of 2 million TEUs per annum. The port infrastructure development is aimed at building 6-8 tracks, which is in compliance with the construction of the State Railway of Thailand (SRT). Another development plan is to install Rail Mounted Gantry Crane (RMG) that enhances port productivity. A modern and efficient railway will significantly decrease transportation costs incurred through trucking services.

The project is in the process of submitting to Cabinet for approval. It is expected to start the operation by the end of 2011. 

In addition, PAT has prepared its readiness for ICT, network system and tools to support SAP software package, the world’s leading ERP system, as well as provided its staff training course of the new systems covered. The ICT development budget has continued upgrading the main computer network, in particular, installation of an e-Gate system at BKP and e-Toll at LCP. This information technology system will reduce operation costs for port users and maintenance/repair costs for PAT. 

In conjunction with the Customs Department, PAT has launched e-Customs system and an online export-import data exchange to improve flexibility, speedy manner, users’ convenience, also support strategy for national logistics development. 

Apart from the EDI system to facilitate receiving and submitting information via internet between BKP, LCP and three regional ports in Chiang Saen, Chiang Khong, and Ranong ports, PAT has also launched e-Pay, Department Operation Center (e-DOC), Office Automation (OA), and ERP system; Asset Accounting, Financial Accounting, Human Resources, etc. 

With advanced projects include the development of port operation for vessel, cargo, warehouses, handling equipment, tariff, computer/equipment procurement, Container Terminal Management System (CTMS), and the Automatic Ship Identification System (AIS) have been developed and modernized to support the          e-Port system. In 2009, e-Gate will be launched to save times for trucks and traffic control.



	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	-
	-
	-

	Foreign Entry


	-
	-
	-

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	-
	-
	-


