
	CHAPTER 5: STANDARDS
 AND CONFORMANCE

	Objective

APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. endeavour to actively participate in international standardisation activities;

c. promote good regulatory practice for the preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations in the APEC region;

d. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

e. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

f. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

c.
consider to pursue trade facilitation in information and technology products;

d.
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through:  (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

e.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;
f.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;
g.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means; 
h.       implement and maintain a standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards; and

i
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and  

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) 
              in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas:

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION
APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2005; and
d.
continue to promote active participation in international standardisation activities.

Good Regulatory Practice

APEC economies will:

Continue to update the consolidation of materials in the Good Regulatory Practice Database as well as to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practice in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars with a particular focus on performance-based regulations and sector-specific good practices.  

RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to consider mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;
c.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment by among others, looking into the possibility to adopt an information technology management system;  
d.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2005  in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

e.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2005.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program; and

b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2005;  

TRANSPARENCY
APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; 

b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment; 
c.
promote the transparency of regulatory systems and standards by maintaining appropriate and accessible information date basis, including Directory of Food Trade Contacts in the Directory of Food Trade Contacts; and

d.     implement and maintain standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.
OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.  
The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.


	Viet Nam’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2008
The central of Vietnam economic development is to promote the free trade in APEC. In the matter of standard and standardisation, Vietnam will try to lift the technical barriers in trade, including:

· Maintaining and expanding the technical infrastructure to meet the demand in industry

· Actively participating in forum, cooperation programs and activities held by regional and international organisations

· Completing mechanism in certificate and valuation of good quality and management system
· Well preparing for the anticipation in acknowledging agreements which have been built by APEC-SCSC in the matter of Electrotechnical and promoting harmonisation of standard in sectors regulated by APEC-SCSC




	Chapter 5: Viet Nam’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2008

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Regulatory Review Policies / Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with

international standards 

where appropriate 


	In 2007, Vietnam set up 557 national standard systems of which 525 systems were made under the absolute criteria of IEC, ISO/IEC, Codex, … (especially in security for technology and electricity – the preferential sectors)

	At present, Vietnam has 6,200 national standard systems of which 2,396 systems were hamorny with regional and international standard systems such as ISO, IEC, Codex, …
	Vietnam will continue the alignment of national standard systems to the international system, and plan to set 741 systems in 2008, including 569 newly built and 172 revised.



	Alignment of standards with

international standards in 

priority areas agreed by the 

SCSC


	-
	-
	-

	Active participation in the

 international 

standardisation activities of 

international standardizing 

bodies 


	No changes in comparison with IAP 2007.
	Vietnam is a member of  ISO, IEC và ITU. At present, Vietnam plays as P member of 11 technical (sub)-sections, and O member of 61 technical (sub) sections at ISO. Specifically is :

· P member

· TC5/SC5 – line assembling, weilding, line and distance among lines

· TC5/SC10 – metal egdes and weilding connection

· TC22/SC22 – motorbike

· TC25/SC1 –  Mealleble pig-iron

· TC34/SC15 – Coffee

· TC71/SC7 – maintaining and reconstructuring concrete 

· TC176/SC1 : Quality system

· TC207 –environment management

· TC207/SC1 – environmental management system

· TC207/SC2 – Surveying the environment

· TC234 – fishery and aquaculture

· O member of 61 TCs


	Encourage specialists and enterprises to join the activities of TCs and SCs of ISO and IEC

Contribute ideas to the ISO draft of standards

Participate in conferences of TCs and SCs

Promote the participation in the conferences held by TCs and SCs



	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements 

of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	Joining in recognizing the testing results of the APEC Electrical and Electronic Equipment Mutual Recognition Agreement (APEC EE MRA)


	Vietnam at the moment is joining the following mutual recognition agreements of APEC:

· APEC Electrical and Electronic Equipment Mutual Recognition Agreement (APEC EE MRA);

· APEC Food Mutual Recognition Agreement (APEC – Food MRA).

	-

	Participation in bilateral 

recognition arrangements 

of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	Actively participating the bilateral agreements which acknowledge the matching of standard in regulated sectors
	Up to now, the Directorate has achieived 18 agreements with both national and international offices of measures, quality and weights.


	Keeping buiding and implementing the bilateral agreements on acknowledging the mactching of standard in regulated economic sectors in order create an opened commerce when Vietnam became an WTO member



	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity 

assessment in the voluntary sector 


	Setting up a website of an agency to inform about TBT and Q&A about TBT place

Updating the websites relating to WTO integration 
Operating the WTO/TBT information gate


	Updating the lattest information of lists of connection places on standards and accordance evaluation.

Promoting the contents of websites on standards and conformance in Vietnam


	No further improvements planned.

	Improve and maintain level 

of technical infrastructure


	Capacity of Testing and calibration laboratories of STAMEQ is yearly maintained and strengthened 


	Participating in trial programmes for fluency of APLAC.

Promoting the verification services capacity for the directorate staff in 64 cities and provinces, as well in technical centres in three regions of Vietnam.

Participating and holding regional conferences under the bilateral cooperations with PTB, OILML and APLMF.

Enhancing the knowledge for staff working in jurisdiction measures.

Participating in APLMF proficiency calibration programs


	No further improvements planned.

	Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance 

and/or activities for 

technical infrastructure 

development


	Participating in  projects and training courses held by APEC


	The projects is proposed to promote the knowledge of auditors, testing officers, and to upgrade the laboratories. 

Participating the proficiency tests in region when and wher required. 


	Seeking technical assistance from APEC members and other countries with TBT Offices in Vietnam



	Provision of assistance for

the improvement of other 

economies’ technical 

infrastructure


	No improvements since last IAP.
	No action. 


	No further improvements planned.

	Participation in Specialist 

Regional Bodies
 activities


	Participating in and hosting the Asia-Pacific Standards Conference


	Participating in activities held by regional specialising organisations in which Vietnam is a member of:

· The Pacific Accreditation Cooperation;
· The Pacific Asia Standard Congress; the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum.

	Vietnam continues to participate in the activities held by regional standard organisations in the future.

	Continuously strive to 

increase transparency of 

their standards and 

conformance requirements, 

including implementation of 

APEC Leaders’ 

Transparency Standards on 

Standards and 

Conformance(  
	Vietnam is trying to promote the transparency of criteria for standards and quality approval through updating relating information in the directorate’s website. As well, the directorate is completing legal documents for publicising the specialising knowledge. 


	Vietnam constantly updates information and data of standards criteria in website http://www.tcvn.gov.vn.

Vietnam has 94 technical sections and 48 technical sub-sections in supporting of 900 scientists to build up national standard system.

Law on Technical Standard and Quality Approval has been  valid since January 1, 2007.

National Assembly approved the Law of Goods Quality in November 21, 2007. The law came into effect since July 1, 2008.

Drafting Law of Weights and Measures is completed and sent to Assembly for approval

August 1, 2007 : Issuing Decree 127/2007/NĐ-CP to instruct the implementation of Law on technical standards and quality approval

September 28, 2007 : Issuing Circular 21/2007/TT-BKHCN on building and implementing the standards system

September 28, 2007 : Issuing Decision 22/2007/QĐ-BKHCN on the organisation and operation of Department for national technical standards

September 28, 2007 : Issuing Circular 23/2007/TT-BKHCN on building, appraising and issuing the technical standard approval 

September 28,2007 : Issuing Decision 24/2007/QĐ-BKHCN on the certificate of quality approvals.

October 31, 2007 : Issuing Decision 26/2007/QĐ-BKHCN on the fuction, operation and organisation of certificate providers

October 31, 2007 : Issuing Circular 27/2007/TT-BKHCN on the instruction in signing and implementing agreements to bilateral or multilateral organisation for the standards matching. 

March 30, 2007 : Issuing Decision 05/2007/QĐ-BKHVN on the action plan for technical barrier in commerce in 2006-10 period.

June 06, 2007 : Issuing Circular 09/2007/TT-BKHCN which instructs the implementation of some regulations of goods labels which is said in Government Decree 89/2006/NĐ-CP, issued in august  30, 2006.

August 15 : Government issued Decree 134/2007/NĐ-CP on the official measuring units.
August 27, 2007: Ministry of Science and Technology issued Decision 16/2007/QĐ-BKHCN on the issuance of National Technical Standards Approval Regulation for gasoline and diezen fuel.

December 28,2007: Minister of Science and Technology signed Decision 30/2007/QĐ-BKHCN on the anouncement on accordance to regulated standards to apply which had not been changed to national technical standards according to the regulated deadline by Decree 127/2007/QĐ-CP;
September 28, 2007: Minister of Science and Technology signed Decision 24/2007/QĐ-BKHCN which includes the regulations on standard approval cerfiticate.
April 28, 2008: Ministry of Science and Technology issued Decision 04/2008/QĐ-BKHCN on the national technical standard approval  of helmet.
In February 25, 2008, Ministry of Science and Technology issued a Decision 02/2008/QĐ-BKHCN which included the regulation on the supervision of canned food quality.
In July 08, 2008, Ministry of Science and Technology issued Decision 07/2008/QĐ-BKHCN which includes the list of canned foods needed supervision of quantity.

July 30, 2008 : Ministry of Science and Technology issued Decision 1609/QĐ-BKHCN on assigning certificate organistions for standards and quality approval.

	Promoting the tranparency in building standard criteria under the WTO/TBT commitments. The directorate also asked the Assembly to issue some decrees on the implementation of regulation on goods quality.

The directorate also asked Ministry of Science and Technology to issue detailed instructions to conduct the Goods Quality Regulation. 

Completing and publicising for comment the drafting law of weights and measures.

Completing and sending Ministry and Assembly the legal documents related to measures, weights and quality. 



	Participate in relevant 

international fora


	No changes since IPA 2007


	Vietnam has participated in regional and international organisations. At present, Vietnam is a member of:

· Convention of OILM (La Convention Institute Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale);

· Asia-Pacific International Laboratory Accredictation Cooperation (ILAC);

· International Standard Organisation (ISO);

· International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC);

· Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC);

· International … (GS1).

In the sector of building and implementing the valueing process for standard matching:

· All of processes on certificate and supervise the standard are publicised;

· Standard, technical reglations and valuation for matching are all printed in the directorate’s newspapers and these following websites :

· Directorate for standards and quality  : www.tcvn.gov.vn
· Vietnam Standards and Quality Centre (VSQC): www.vsc.gov.vn
· Centre for Quality Certificate (QUACERT): www.quacert.gov.vn
· Board of Standard: www.boa.gov.vn
· Quality assurance and testing department no 1 (Quatest 1): www.quatest1.com.vn
· Quality assurance and testing centre no 3( Quatest 3): www.quatest3.com.vn
· TBT Office in Vietnam: www.tctvn.org

	Promoting the participation in activities held by competent regional and international organisations.



	Other activities


	Operating the information gateway of WTO/TBT

	TBT Vietnam Office is the national Q&A centre which is responsible for transparency matters under the WTO/TBT Convention. Vietnam has achieved success in implementing the tranparency standards made by APEC governors, as followed :

In building, issuing and implementing the technical regulations : 

Technical regulations are made under the Law of issuing legal documents in which regulated the disclosure of legal draft in mass media for public contribution.

In the field of establishment, promulgation and  implementation of the technical regulations :

Plans to set up anual standard systems and additional plans are updated in the website of the directorate

· Some drafts of the most important standard systems is posted fully to have public contribution

· Although Vietnam has not informed the abide of regulations on building, accepting and implementing the standards, it did follow to the whole regulations on these actions.


	The information exchange through WTO/TBT information  gateway has been effective.

Law on standards and technical conformance came into effect since January 1, 2007. Law of goods quality and standards has been valid since July 1, 2007.

 These laws are appropriate to WTO/TBT Agreement. The directorate schemes some plans to carry out them:

· Introducing, publicising these laws to public;

· Making and implementing the related decrees and instructions

· Directing and promoting activities concerning to standards and conformance in order to catch up with the new laws;

· Revising the present processes in setting up standards, technical regulation and recommendations for standard matching in order to catch up with the new laws on standards and technical regulations;

· Directorate is considering accepting regulations in making legal documents on standards made by WTO/TBT in the reasonable time; keeping updating information of certificate of standards in website.




	Improvements in Viet Nam’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with 

international standards where 

appropriate 


	Directorate for Standards and Quality is the national standard body of Vietnam. Vietnam’s National Standards are set up and promugated on the basis of Technical methods, in consultation with regional, international standards such as ISO, IEC, EN, BS, DIN, ASTM, etc., in the fields of environment, sanitation. However, there has not been much alignment between national standards and international standards.


	At present, Vietnam has 6,200 national standards, of which 2,396 standards could align with international standards systems such as ISO, IEC, Codex...



	Active participation in the international standardisation 

activities of international 

standardizing bodies


	Vietnam actively participated in activities held by international standard organisations such as ISO, IEC, ITU …



	Vietnam is a member of international standard organsisations such as ISO, IEC, Codex, ITU; the country is also the P member in 5 TCs and SCs and O member of 50 TCs and SCs, as well contributing ideas to drafting standard regulations of these organisations.


	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	In 1998, Vietnam did not participate in any multi-lateral agreements on the valuation for conformance.


	So far, the Directorate inked 18 MoUs and cooperation agreements with domestic and overseas standard organisations.

In 2002, worked on the preparation for conditions to join the Part 2 of the APEC EE MRA and the Part 1 of APEC TEL MRA.

In 2003, joined the MRA on ASEAN Electrical and Electronic Equipment Mutual Recognition Agreement.



	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	Prior to 1998, Vietnam didn’t join in any bilateral agreements on standardisation evaluation.
	Vietnam now has joined in the following agreements on mutual recognition of APEC:

· APEC Electrical and Electronic Equipment Mutual Recognition Agreement (APEC EE MRA);

· APEC Food Mutual Recognition Agreement (APEC – Food MRA).

Signed bilateral agreement with Ukraine on Standardisation, Measurement and Certification - 2000.

Signed bilateral agreement with Ukraine on mutual recognition on results of certification - 2000.

Signed bilateral agreement with Russia on mutual recognition on certification and testing - 2001

Signed bilateral agreement with Russia on mutual recognition on standardisation, measurement and certification. 2001.

Signed agreement with China on co-oepration in standardisation, measurement and evaluation on accordance - 2/ 2001.

Signed MoU with China on motor engines and helmets for motorcyclists – 2002.



	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary 

sector 


	-
	Vietnam has become the signed member with the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) / MRA and the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation ILACMRA.  

Actively joining in the initiative Food MRA pathfinder.

Implementing activities to harmonise voluntarily the IEC standards to electronic equipments, especially to focus on subjects of the IECEE CE Scheme. 

Pushing up activities to support enterprises to actively have talks with APEC/SCSC through conference on standards and standardisation.


	Improve and maintain the level of 

their  technical infrastructure

Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance and/or 

activities for technical 

infrastructure development


	Some important documents were issued to create a legal base for acitivities of standards and standardisation:

· The Ordinance on Measurement 1990

· The Ordinance on Goods Quality 1990

Vietnam has pushed up actions to certify standards following ISO 9000, ISO 14000.

Vietnam is pushing up actions to recognise testing room according to the ISO/IEC Guide 25 and ISO/IEC 17025.


	Completing the legal corridor for activities of standards and quality measurement by issuing and reviewing the following documents:

· The Ordinance on the Protection of Consumers’ Interests 1999;

· The Ordinance on Measurement (revised) 1999;

· The Ordinance on Goods Quality (revised) 1999;

· The Ordinance on Food Hyginen and Safety approved by the National Assembly in 2003;

· Implementing the project on building the Ordinance on Standardisation, which is expected to finish by 2006;

· Implementing activities of self-announcing to be standardised by the suppliers; 

· More than 1,500 companies have been recognised to satisfy the ISO 9000;

· More than 60 companies have been recognised to satisfy the SIO 14001;

· More than testing laboratories have been recognised to satisfy the ISO/IEC17025;

· 01 organisation has been recognised to meet international standard;

· 02 organistions on appraisal have been recognised to qualified with the Australia’s Quality Management Service.

All the following activities have been implement to improve and maintain the standards on technical instrastructure:

· Joining in the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation  (APLAC)’s testing experiments;

· Enhancing the capacity of measuring sevice for the staff of the Directorate of Standards and Quality in 64 cities and provinces nationwide as well as technical centres all Vietnam;

· Joining in the regional forum in Thailand under the multilateral cooperation prgramme with the Physikalisch Technische Bundesanstalt of Germany (PTB), the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML) and the Asia Pacifc Legal Metrology Forum  (APLMF);

· Enhancing the capacity for the staff working in legal measurement;

· Joining in all standards adjustment of the Asia Pacifc Legal Metrology Forum  (APLMF);

· Upgrading the membership status of Vietnam in the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OILM) to a full membership in 2003;

· Improving the methodology in testing and re-testing with measurement devices including instantly packed goods;

· Enhancing the scale of standard adjustment services;

· Enhancing the capacity of the staff in the network of standards adjustment laboratories;

· Supporting technically for the building of standards adjustment laboratories;

· Joining in the cooridnation of organising testing programmes domestically;

· Comparing mutually with foreign standards adjustment laboratories, mostly in foods and chemicals;

· Enhancing the testing capacity of testing laboratories in electricity, thermal, chemicals and construction materials;

· Building the Electromagnetic Compatibility (EMC) Testing Laboratory.

More than 100 testing laboratories have been recognised, of those 10 laboratories have been recognised to meet the ISO/IEC Guide 17025.



	Provision of assistance for the

improvement of other economies’

technical infrastructure


	Technical assistance and defining method in evaluating the unsure measurement, defining the frequency of checking measuring equipment and skillful implementation capacity on experiements to implement MRAs in the region.

	Working on information exchanges and searching for support ability from regional member countries. 



	Participation in Specialist 

Regional Bodies activities


	Vietnam became an official member of regional professional organiations such as the Pacific Area Standards Conress (PASC), the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), the Association of Proposal Management Professional (APMP), the ASEAN Consultative Committee on Standards and Quality (ACCSQ), the Asia Pacifc Quality Organisation (APQO), the Asia Pacifc Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), the International Auditor and Training Certification Association (IATCA), the Asian Productivity Organisation (APO), TA.


	Vietnam became an official member of regional professional organiations such as: PASC, APLAC, APMP,  ACCSQ, APQO, APLMF, PAC, IATCA, APO, TA.



	Continuously strive to increase 

transparency of their standards

and conformance requirements, 

including implementation of APEC

Leaders’ Transparency Standards

on Standards and Conformance(  


	-
	-

	Participate in relevant international fora


	Member of ISO in 1977

Member of CODEX in 1989

Member of ILAC in 1992

Member of OIML in 1994

Member of EAN in 1995


	Member of IEC in 2002

	Other Activities


	N.A.
	-


Appendix   – APEC Leaders Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance
Introduction

On 27 October 2002, in Los Cabos, Mexico, APEC Leaders adopted the Statement to Implement APEC Transparency Standards (“Leaders’ Statement”), and directed that these standards be implemented as soon as possible, and in no case later than January 2005.  

In paragraph 8 of the Leaders’ Statement, APEC Leaders instructed that “APEC sub-fora that have not developed specific transparency provisions should do so,” and further instructed that such new transparency provisions should be presented to Leaders upon completion for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  Accordingly, the Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) developed the following set of transparency standards for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  

These principles flow from the General Principles on Transparency agreed to by APEC Leaders at Los Cabos and the obligations of the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.

Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance:

1.  In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, and the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures, each Economy will:  (a)  promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media, for example via the Internet, information on its laws, regulations, policies, administrative rulings, certification, qualification and registration requirements, technical regulations, standards, guidelines, procedures and practices relating to standards and conformance; and, (b) have or designate an official journal or journals and publish in them information on technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures and related conformity assessment procedures on a regular basis and make copies of them readily available to the public.

2.  As far as practicable, each Economy will maintain one centrally located website for the information referred to above.

3.  In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement and the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, each Economy will publish in advance any standards or conformance requirement that it proposes to adopt and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures and take those comments into account before a final measure is adopted.  Each Economy that is a WTO member will notify proposals to the WTO as required by the TBT and SPS Agreements.

4.  In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measure.

5.  Recognizing that standards and conformance measures can have an adverse impact on trade and development, each Economy will ensure that such measures are developed and administered in a transparent manner, and in compliance with WTO TBT/SPS obligations, as well as the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations so as to prevent the creation of unnecessary or arbitrary barriers to trade.

6.  Each Economy will promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.

7.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.

� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements. Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)














� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  Economies should continue to use 1996 as the base year for previously raised IAP transparency issues, but may use 2003 as the base year for reporting on new transparency commitments per the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.


  





