ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a:1): Business Services: Legal

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	-
	Regulatory requirements for national services providers:

· In Mexico, to offer services as a lawyer it is necessary to fulfill a social service and to obtain a Bachelor’s Degree and a Professional Certificate/License. It is not necessary to belong to a Board.

Regulatory requirements for foreign services providers:

· If the foreign services supplier acquires the immigrant or immigrated status, no matter the country where the provider comes from, even if there is not reciprocity or agreement with that country, the Certificate/License will be granted, after the revalidation of studies.

 (Regulatory Law, Article 5, regarding the practices of Professions in Mexico City)


	-

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	-
	National services providers

· The Professional Certificate/License is issued after providers obtain a Bachelor’s Degree, which needs to be registered in the General Direction of Professions of the Secretary of Public Education.

· Foreign services providers:

· -First, foreign providers have to renew their professional studies in the Secretary of Public Education, and afterwards the Bachelor’s Degree has to be presented and registered in the General Directorate of Professions in order to obtain the Professional Certificate/License.

· (General Education Law and Regulatory Law, Political Constitution of the United Mexican States, Article 5, regarding the practices of Professions in Mexico City)


	-

	Foreign Entry


	-
	Foreign participation to establish a lawyer firm is 49% and to get a higher share, a favorable resolution by the National Commission of Foreign Investment is necessary. (Foreign Investment Law) 


	-

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	-
	The requirements for national providers to get a license differ from those required for foreign providers, who must prove the authenticity of their studies. 

Only Mexicans by birth may work as public notaries or public brokers 
(Notary Law for Mexico City and Commercial Notary Public Federal Law).


	-


