	CHAPTER 1: TARIFFS


	Objective

APEC economies will achieve free and open trade in the Asia-Pacific region by:

a. progressive reduction of tariffs until the Bogor goals are fully achieved; and

b.
ensuring the transparency of APEC economies’ respective tariff regimes.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a. take into account, in the process of achieving the above objective, intra-APEC trade trends, economic interests and sectors or products related to industries in which this process may have positive impact on trade and on economic growth in the Asia-Pacific region and developments in the new economy;

b. ensure that the achievement of the above objective is not undermined by the application of unjustifiable measures; 

c. consider extending, on a voluntary basis, to all APEC economies the benefits of tariff reductions and eliminations derived from sub-regional arrangements; and

d.  implement and maintain standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.



	Collective Actions
APEC economies will:

a. participate and ensure the expeditious supply and updates of the WTO Integrated Database and any other APEC databases;

b. arrange for seminars and/or workshops on industrial tariffs negotiations in consultation with international organisations, where appropriate,  including  WTO Secretariat on WTO Integrated Tariff Database; 

c. study lessons from modalities for tariff reduction and elimination in regional arrangements; and 

d. encourage the accession of all economies to the WTO Information Technology Agreement, including the adoption of ITA provisions by non-members of the WTO.

The current CAP relating to tariffs can be found in the Tariffs and Non-Tariff Measures Collective Action Plan


	Mexico’s Approach to Tariffs in 2007


	Case Study of a Tariff Liberalisation Initiative

During 2007 Mexico unilaterally reduced its Most Favoured Nation (MFN) tariffs for 79 lines. 

On 15 August 2008, it was implemented the clause of accumulation of origin for the textile-confection sector among Central America, Dominican Republic, United States and Mexico.



	Mexico’s Approach to Tariffs in 2007

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Tariff Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Bound Tariffs


	No changes made since last IAP.

	Bound tariffs for the industrial sector as well as for agricultural sector have been for several years at the level committed under Uruguay Round.  All tariffs are bounded under WTO.  Mexico´s applied tariffs are below bound tariffs for most tariff  lines.

	-

	Applied Tariffs


	During 2007 Mexico published three Decrees to reduce its Most Favoured Nation (MFN) tariffs for 79 tariff lines.

These Decrees were published on 22 February, 30 June and 27 December 2007 in the Official Gazette (DOF), respectively.

	On 18 June 2007, Mexico published the 2007 General Import and Export Tariff Law (GIETL) in the DOF, according to the 2007 Harmonized System (HS), in order to comply with the International Convention on the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System which have been accepted as a result of the Custom Co-operation Council Recommendation of 26 June 2004.

The 2007 GIETL entered into force on 1 July 2007 and it has had two modifications, being the first one on 30 June 2007 and the second one on 27 December 2007.

	The challenges raised by a more competitive world environment brought a need to reassess trade policy so as to reduce the costs of inputs required by producers and exporters, particularly where those inputs are from countries with which Mexico does not have an Free Trade Agreement (FTA).  The WTO Member countries with which Mexico does not have an FTA are precisely the ones whose economies have grown the most and will continue to grow.  For that reason for Mexico is essential to supplement its Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with a general policy to support trade openness at the multilateral level.

Therefore, Mexico will continue, consulting Mexican productive sector, to reduce its MFN tariffs during 2008.



	Tariff Quotas


	No changes made since last IAP.

	As Mexico has reported at the WTO, all bound-quotas have better applied tariff treatment than that negotiated since they have gone beyond Mexico’s commitments under WTO.


	-

	Tariff Preferences


	No changes made since last IAP.

	Mexico has continued with its open trade policy combining unilateral liberalization, a broadening of benefits under FTAs, the conclusion of further trade agreements, a steady drive towards an environment which fosters trade and investment and determined support for the Doha Round negotiations at the World Trade Organization (WTO).

Bilateral, regional and multilateral negotiations have yielded preferential conditions for access to markets in goods and services over third countries.  There is currently a network of 12 FTAs providing secure, preferential access to the markets of 44 countries, over one billion potential consumers and three-quarters of world Gross Domestic Product (GDP).  There are also six Economic Complementary Agreements (ECAs). 

Mexico has an extensive network of FTAs; they are: NAFTA (Mexico, USA, Canada), Mexico-European Union FTA,  Mexico-Israel FTA,  G-3 FTA (Mexico, Colombia), Mexico-Bolivia FTA, Mexico-Costa Rica FTA, Mexico-Nicaragua FTA, Mexico-Chile FTA, Mexico-North Triangle FTA (Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras), Mexico-Uruguay FTA,  Mexico-EFTA FTA (Norway, Iceland, Switzerland and Liechtenstein) and Mexico – Japan Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA).


	Mexico is currently negotiating to adjust and extend its FTA with Colombia and negotiating new FTAs with Korea and Peru.

Mexico is participating in the Round of Negotiations to expand the General System of Tariff Preferences (GSTP).



	Transparency of Tariff 

Regime, including 

Implementation of 

APEC Leaders’ 

Transparency 

Standards on Market 

Access(

	No changes made since last IAP.

	Laws, regulations, procedures and administrative rulings of general application are published daily in the DOF either printed or in the respective web page.

Likewise current applied tariff rates, including any updated information, as well as tariff schedules of preferential agreements are published in the DOF.

Every preferential agreement is published in the DOF and in the internet web site (www.economia.gob.mx) of the Ministry of Economy (ME). Also, specific conditions for obtaining a preferential treatment are published in the DOF through regulations or administrative rulings, for example, conditions to obtain a preferential quota, quota allocation mechanisms, etc.

Non Tariff Measures are published in the DOF. It is possible to obtain specific information in the following web site:

http://www.siicex.gob.mx/SICETECA/SICETECA.html
The Federal Regulatory Improvement Commission (COFEMER), created under the Federal Administrative Procedures Law (LFPA), is in charge of: reviewing the national regulatory frame; passing judgments of the drafts and the Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) of the federal normativity; offer technical advice; and the power to sign regulatory reform interinstitutional agreements. 

The COFEMER is in charge of the Federal Registry of Formalities and Services (RFTS). The RFTS is a public register where all the formalities of the Federal Public Administration are inscribed, as well as their corresponding formats (except fiscal, national defense and agricultural and labor justice formalities). The formalities that are already registered in the RFTS can not be applied in a different way to the established one, and the formalities that are not in the registry cannot be applied at all. The RFTS is one of the most advanced registries in the world and private citizens can legally opposed to certain formalities in cases where the formality is applied differently as it is registred
	-


	Improvements in Mexico’s Approach to Tariff Measures since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Bound Tariffs


	For most of its industrial products as well as for its agricultural products, Mexico applies tariffs below its bound tariffs compromised under the WTO.

	Mexico has maintained its commitments under the WTO by applying in the past nine years tariffs to most imports well under its bound tariffs, achieving its commitments for tariffs acquired in the WTO.


	Applied Tariffs


	Before the implementation of unilateral MFN reductions, applied tariff was based exclusively on higher MFN levels.
	The period 2002-2007 saw Mexico continuing to open up its trade unilaterally.

On 27 Decembre 2007, Mexico unilaterally reduced its MFN tariffs for  36 tariff lines.

On 30 June 2007, Mexico unilaterally reduced its MFN tariffs for 33 tariff lines.

On 22 February 2007, Mexico unilaterally reduced its MFN tariffs for 10 tariff lines.

On 27 November 2006, Mexico unilaterally reduced its MFN tariffs for 52 tariff lines.

On 29 September 2006, Mexico unilaterally reduced its MFN tariffs for 6,089 tariff lines, the aim being to reduce the cost of raw materials for the principal industries producing final goods, remove tariff discrepancies and reduce incentives to evade payment of tariffs.  In the vast majority of cases the reduction in the tariff ranged from about 30 to 33 per cent.

On 5 September 2006, Mexico published a Decree in the DOF to reduce its MFN tariffs on chemicals, bicycle tires, footwear products, capital goods, video transmission and reception systems (videophones), videogames and some toys.

On 7 December 2005 a Decree that modified MFN tariffs was published in the DOF. In this Decree, Mexico granted unilateral reductions to several products, such as: chemicals, tires, electric and aluminum manufactures, ceramic tableware, natural colorants, wood, synthetic fibers and turbines.

On March 2005, there were 6,108 tariff lines with tariff reduction.
On 20 July 2004, a Decree that includes almost 200 tariff lines with a tariff reduction in the steel sector (chapter 72) was published.

On 30 December 2004, Mexico published a Decree of unilateral tariff reduction of 3% and 10% on most tariff lines of the 2002 GIETL.

These publications ensure effective application of preferential and applicable tariffs in customs, giving certainty to economic operators, and maintaining transparency in Mexico´s tariff regime.

On 29 December 2004, Mexico published a Decree for applicable Tariff Preferences under FTAs.

During 2003, Mexico reduced duties on some tariff lines on steel and textile sectors.

On 10 July 2003, Mexico published an update of the Prosec Decree that includes 212 additional tariff lines with reduced tariffs in the following industries: electric, furniture, toys, sports, footwear, mining and metallurgy, capital goods, photographic, agricultural and diverse machinery,  chemistry, plastic and rubber manufactures, iron and steel, pharmaceutical products, medicaments, medicine equipment, paper and paperboard, leather and skins, automobile and textile. Also, the NMF tariffs of 18 tariff lines were reduced for use in the following industries: electric, mining and metallurgy,  capital goods, diverse, chemistry, iron and steel, leather and skins. The last Prosec Decrees were made on 23 March 2004, 2 December 2004, 28 December 2004, 3 January 2005 and 17 March 2005.

As in all Prosec publications, this unilateral tariff reductions with end-use provisions is done on a MFN basis.

Mexico published in the DOF on 28 August 2002, a Decree to eliminate duties on some tariff linesof live cattle, wool and petroleum oil.

On 24 September 2002, a Decree to modify the 2002 GIETL was published and the applied NMF tariffs of steel were reduced from the bound levels compromised in the WTO.

In addition, Mexico published on 4 September 2002, the “ITA Plus” Decree that eliminates import duties on products of the information technology sector.  

On December 2001, the number of tariff reductions increased to 3,500 tariff lines .

On November 1998, in order to give certainty to the private sector, Mexico published in the DOF, unilateral tariff reductions for hundreds of tariff lines referring to products used in the manufacture of many industries: electric, electronic, toys, footwear, mining and metallurgy, capital goods, photography, textiles, chemical, iron and steel, automotive and autoparts, pharmaceutical, transportation, medical equipment, agricultural machinery, plastic and rubber, furniture, paper and carton, wood and leather.



	Tariff Quotas


	Mexico went further than its WTO commitments in liberalization to ensure food security.

	This has been the case for recent years.

	Tariff Preferences


	Mexico granted Tariff Preferential treatment leading to zero tariffs under the following FTAs:

· FTA Mexico-Chile (1992).

· North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Mexico-United States and Canada (1994).

· FTA Mexico-Bolivia (1995).

· FTA Mexico-Costa Rica (1995).

· G3 FTA (Mexico, Colombia, 1995).

	Mexico is one of the WTO Members with the greatest number of FTAs:  it has a network of 12 which afford it preferential access to over a billion consumers in 44 countries, representing about 75 per cent of world GDP.  Thanks to these agreements, Mexico now ranks as the tenth largest exporter in the world in terms of value of exports and the largest in Latin America and the Caribbean. On 3 September 2006, a Decree to incorporate textile and apparel products (Chapters 50 to 63) between Honduras and Mexico into the FTA Mexico – Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador. Venezuela gave notice of termination of its FTA with Mexico on 22 May 2006 and that notice took effect 180 days following its communication (on 19 November 2006).

On 13 January 2006, by a Decision published in the DOF, the automotive sector was incorporated into the FTA Mexico - Colombia and Venezuela. Nowadays this regulation applies only with Colombia. 

On 12 August 2005, by a Decision Mexico granted to Salvador preference tariffs in quota on steel products.

Between 2002 and 2005 two new FTAs entered into force:  with Uruguay (2004), and Japan (2005).  Between 1998 and 2002, Mexico signed FTAs with its following trade partners:  Nicaragua (1998);  Chile (1999), Israel (2000);  the European Union (2000);  the "Northern Triangle" with Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador (2001);  the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) with Iceland, Norway, Liechtenstein and Switzerland (2001).

The trade agreements which have been negotiated have opened up markets for Mexican exports and have increased Mexico's attractiveness for investment, by affording greater certainty for economic agents, including exporters, investors and consumers.  These agreements and the multilateral trading system are complementary mechanisms for moving towards liberalization of the economy and maintaining consistency between the instruments.

It was over 20 years ago that Mexico began opening up its trade with the implementation of a number of unilateral policies and its accession to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in 1986.  Since then it has been increasing its presence on international markets, and activities related to external trade have grown to the extent that they currently account for nearly two thirds of its GDP.

	Transparency of Tariff Regime 

including Implementation of 

APEC Leaders’ Transparency 

Standards on Market Access, (

	Since 1996 Mexico has published Decrees to reduce unilaterally its MFN tariffs and to implement Tariff Preferences.

All of the ECAs, FTAs were published in the DOF annually.


	Laws, regulations, procedures and administrative rulings of general application are published daily in the DOF either printed or in the respective web page.

Likewise current applied tariff rates, including any updated information, as well as tariff schedules of preferential agreements are published in the DOF.

Every preferential agreement is published in the DOF and in the internet web site (www.economia.gob.mx) of the ME. Also, specific conditions for obtaining a preferential treatment are published in the DOF through regulations or administrative rulings, for example, conditions to obtain a preferential quota, quota allocation mechanisms, etc.

Non Tariff Measures are published in the DOF.

It is possible to obtain specific information in the following web site:

http://www.siicex.gob.mx/SICETECA/SICETECA.html



	APEC INDIVIDUAL ACTION PLAN:  TARIFF SUMMARY REPORT FOR 2007

	(PLEASE COMPLETE BOXES)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	All Goods
	Agriculture excluding Fish
	Fish and Fish Products
	Petroleum Oils
	Wood, Pulp, Paper and Furniture
	Textiles and Clothing
	Leather, Rubber, Footwear and Travel Goods
	Metals
	Chemical & Photographic Supplies
	Transport Equipment
	Non-Electric Machinery
	Electric Machinery
	Mineral Products, Precious Stones & Metals
	Manufactured Articles, n.e.s

	ITEM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bound tariff lines as a percentage of all lines 
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Duty-free tariff lines as a percentage of all lines
	19.4
	12.5
	13.3
	23.9
	5.06
	12.6
	7.95
	8.19
	30.7
	6.31
	33
	18
	19.4
	10.3

	Preferential tariff lines as a percentage of all lines
	100 /1
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	
	99.1 /2
	90.4
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	99.8
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	
	98.3 /3
	82.5
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	99.7
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	
	100 /4
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	
	98.7 /5
	87.3
	97.9
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	99.7
	100
	100
	100
	100
	99.8

	
	99.4 /6
	95.2
	95.1
	88.9
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	
	99.8 /7
	97.3
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	
	97 /8
	69.2
	93
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	99.6
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	
	91.3 /9
	23.3
	0.69
	100
	100
	100
	99.7
	100
	99.3
	100
	100
	100
	100
	99.9

	
	100 /10
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	
	97.6 /11
	84.3
	94.4
	72.2
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	90.7
	100
	100
	96.5
	98.5

	
	97.8 /12
	83.5
	94.4
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	93.9
	100
	100
	96.5
	98.5

	
	97.6 /13
	84.9
	96.5
	72.2
	94.6
	100
	100
	100
	100
	91.5
	100
	100
	96.5
	98.5

	
	91.3 /14
	13.3
	72
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	99.7
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	
	91 /15
	10.2
	72
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	99.6
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	
	91.8 /16
	18.6
	74.1
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	99.5
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	
	94.4 /17
	52.5
	68.1
	100
	97.2
	99.8
	97.4
	100
	98.2
	92.3
	100
	100
	100
	99.4

	Ratio of tariff lines with quotas to all lines
	0.54
	5.2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Simple average bound tariff rate
	36
	45
	35
	35
	35
	35
	35
	35
	35
	35
	35
	35
	35
	35

	Simple average applied tariff rate 
	10.9
	22.3
	16.3
	5.31
	9.25
	9.07
	15.51
	8.34
	5.92
	15.8
	7.96
	8.64
	7.1
	15.2

	Simple average applied preferential tariff rate - indicate for 

each preferential arrangement
	0.02 /1
	0.21
	0.09
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	
	0.02 /2
	0.18
	0.09
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	
	0.02 /3
	0.30
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	
	0.17 /4
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.01
	0.00
	0.48
	0.01
	0.00
	4.07
	0.06
	0.08
	0.00
	0.06

	
	0.03 /5
	0.38
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.01
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.02
	0.00

	
	0.00 /6
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	
	0.20 /7
	1.57
	0.34
	0.11
	0.11
	0.03
	0.14
	0.02
	0.01
	0.08
	0.03
	0.02
	0.07
	0.15

	
	0.96 /8
	1.03
	1.45
	0.47
	0.87
	0.34
	1.75
	1.50
	0.36
	1.03
	1.19
	0.92
	0.26
	1.53

	
	0.00 /9
	0.16
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	
	0.00 /10
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	
	0.32 /11
	2.35
	1.40
	0.05
	0.24
	0.00
	0.84
	0.27
	0.02
	0.19
	0.07
	0.08
	0.01
	0.16

	
	0.31 /12
	2.44
	1.40
	0.00
	0.18
	0.00
	0.33
	0.40
	0.02
	0.03
	0.05
	0.08
	0.01
	0.16

	
	0.30 /13
	2.31
	1.40
	0.00
	0.10
	0.00
	0.68
	0.25
	0.01
	0.08
	0.07
	0.08
	0.01
	0.13

	
	0.97 /14
	2.10
	1.29
	0.47
	0.87
	0.39
	1.89
	1.50
	0.40
	0.79
	1.19
	0.92
	0.26
	1.54

	
	0.97 /15
	2.58
	1.29
	0.47
	0.87
	0.39
	1.89
	1.50
	0.39
	0.79
	1.19
	0.92
	0.26
	1.54

	
	0.98 /16
	2.16
	1.26
	0.47
	0.98
	0.39
	1.89
	1.50
	0.39
	0.79
	1.19
	0.92
	0.26
	1.54

	
	7.54 /17
	2.69
	0.08
	6.65
	8.26
	7.46
	14.59
	11.32
	7.15
	7.90
	6.73
	7.18
	3.01
	7.85

	Average applied tariff rate for all lines subject to duty
	13.6
	25.6
	18.8
	6.98
	9.75
	10.4
	16.85
	9.08
	8.54
	16.9
	11.9
	10.5
	8.81
	17

	Import-weighted average applied tariff rate - specify FOB 

or CIF
	0.96
	1.07
	3.91
	0.02
	1
	0.96
	5.33
	0.53
	0.8
	1.29
	0.61
	0.5
	0.52
	1.77

	Import-weighted average bound tariff rate - specify FOB 

or CIF
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                                Notes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Notes: For purpose of accuracy and more updated information, data contains 2007 tariff preferences for 1/ UNITED STATES, /2 CANADA, /3 BOLIVIA, /4 COLOMBIA, /5 COSTA RICA, /6 CHILE, /7 NICARAGUA, /8 EUROPEAN UNION, /9 ISRAEL, /10 URUGUAY, /11 GUATEMALA, /12 EL SALVADOR, /13 HONDURAS, /14 ICELAND, /15 NORWAY, /16 SWITZERLAND, /17 JAPAN.

Data does not consider unilateral preferences for January 1, 2001, “End Use” provisions used in manufacture of 20 industrial sectors.

NA: Non applicable.
In the simple average applied preferential tariff rate, some figures are lower than the previous year figures, due to the effect of tariff item creation. In none case a product previously included has been excluded from preferential treatment.


	APEC INDIVIDUAL ACTION PLAN:  TARIFF DISPERSION TABLE FOR 2007

	(PLEASE COMPLETE BOXES)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	All Goods
	Agriculture excluding Fish
	Fish and Fish Products
	Petroleum Oils
	Wood, Pulp, Paper and Furniture
	Textiles and Clothing
	Leather, Rubber, Footwear and Travel Goods
	Metals
	Chemical & Photographic Supplies
	Transport Equipment
	Non-Electric Machinery
	Electric Machinery
	Mineral Products, Precious Stones & Metals
	Manufactured Articles, n.e.s

	NUMBER OF TARIFFS AT OR BETWEEN
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2,345
	146
	22
	16
	17
	91
	29
	75
	814
	20
	450
	143
	37
	201

	0%
	97
	3
	0
	2
	13
	2
	4
	6
	56
	0
	0
	4
	2
	2

	0%<X<=5%
	6,704
	407
	17
	49
	256
	573
	192
	757
	1,649
	185
	617
	526
	133
	867

	5%<X<=10%
	467
	106
	1
	0
	12
	36
	7
	14
	62
	7
	36
	22
	2
	93

	10%<X<=15%
	1,802
	359
	126
	0
	38
	18
	45
	64
	72
	66
	262
	99
	17
	458

	15%<X<=20%
	619
	88
	0
	0
	0
	1
	87
	0
	0
	38
	0
	0
	0
	339

	>20%
	15
	13
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Specific
	45
	42
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	TOTAL
	12,094
	1,164
	166
	67
	336
	721
	365
	916
	2,656
	317
	1,365
	794
	191
	1,960

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                                 Note
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                                       


Appendix – APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Market Access

Introduction

On 27 October 2002, in Los Cabos, Mexico, APEC Leaders adopted the Statement to Implement APEC Transparency Standards (“Leaders’ Statement”), and directed that these tandards be implemented as soon as possible, and in no case later than January 2005.  

In paragraph 8 of the Leaders’ Statement, APEC Leaders instructed that “APEC sub-fora that have not developed specific transparency provisions should do so,” and further instructed that such new transparency provisions should be presented to Leaders upon completion for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  Accordingly, the Market Access Group developed the following set of transparency standards on market access for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  

These principles flow from the General Principles on Transparency agreed to by APEC Leaders at Los Cabos and provide specific guidance for implementation within a market access context.  

Transparency Standards on Tariff and Non-Tariff Measures:

1.  (a) In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media (for example via the Internet), information on its laws, regulations, and progressively, procedures and administrative rulings relating to tariff and non-tariff measures. 

(b)  Such information could include publication of the following measures: (i) tariff schedules, with current applied tariff rates, on the Internet; (ii) details of preferential tariff programs; (iii) tariff rates applicable under Free Trade Agreements and Regional Trade Agreements; and (iv) NTMs maintained by member economies.

2.  In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement, when possible each Economy will endeavour to publish in advance any tariff or non-tariff measure that it proposes to adopt, and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures.

3.  In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavour to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed measures referred to in paragraph 1 above.  

4.  Each Economy will endeavour to ensure that non-tariff measures are administered in a transparent manner, so as to mitigate their effect on the trade and development of other Economies.  

5.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will, where possible, provide information on non-tariff measures when requested by other WTO Members in the context of the WTO negotiations on market access and will participate actively in these negotiations as they move forward.

6.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will comply with notification procedures under the WTO Agreement on Import Licensing Procedures.

7.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will submit its updated tariff data (both bound, and, where possible, current applied) and trade data to the WTO Integrated Data Base on a timely basis.  Economies in the process of acceding to the WTO will, where possible, submit current applied tariff and trade data to the WTO Integrated Data Base.  Each economy will also submit current applied tariff data to the APEC tariff database in a timely manner.

8.  Each Economy will provide to the APEC Secretariat for inclusion on the website of the Market Access Group (MAG) links to individual government websites, including, where possible, links to specific officials responsible for developing, administering, implementing and/or enforcing policies related to tariff and non-tariff measures.  Each Economy further agrees to provide current information on import regulations for the MAG’s Import Regulation website.  Each Economy will also provide as much information as possible on rules and procedures, and details of enquiry points, in its e-Individual Action Plan.
�  “Tariffs” here refers to import/export tariffs as well as tariff quotas.


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Market Access, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Market Access,  which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  Economies should continue to use 1996 as the base year for previously raised IAP transparency issues, but may use 2003 as the base year for reporting on new transparency commitments per the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.
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