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	Chapter 11: Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs)

	Objectives

APEC economies will ensure full and effective implementation of Uruguay Round outcomes within the agreed time frame in a manner fully consistent with the letter and the spirit of the WTO Agreement.

On Rules of Origin, APEC economies will: 

a. ensure full compliance with internationally harmonized rules of origin to be adopted in relevant international fora; and

b. ensure that their respective rules of origin are prepared and applied in an impartial, transparent and neutral manner.


	Guidelines

On WTO Agreements:

a. Each APEC economy which is a WTO member will fully and faithfully implement its respective Uruguay Round commitments. 

b. Each APEC economy which is in the process of acceding to the WTO Agreement may participate in APEC Uruguay Round implementation actions through voluntary steps to liberalize its respective trade and investment regimes consistent with the WTO Agreement.

c. Each APEC economy will, on a voluntary basis, accelerate the implementation of Uruguay Round outcomes and deepen and broaden these.
On Rules of Origin:

Each APEC economy will:

a. align its respective rules of origin with internationally harmonized rules of origin to be adopted as a result of the WTO/WCO process; and

b. ensure predictable and consistent application of rules of origin.


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will:

a. utilize on an on-going basis Uruguay Round implementation seminars and other appropriate means to:

i. improve APEC economies' understanding of provisions in the WTO Agreement and obligations thereunder;

ii. identify operational problems encountered in implementation of the WTO Agreement and areas in which APEC economies may require technical assistance; and

iii. explore cooperative efforts to provide such technical assistance in implementation; 

b. consider implementation of suggestions for follow-on work from Uruguay Round implementation seminars; and 

c. undertake technical assistance based on discussion at the above seminars, including cooperative training projects targeted at prevalent implementation problems to be undertaken in conjunction with the WTO Secretariat and other relevant international institutions.

On Rules of Origin

APEC economies will:

a. gather information on APEC economies’ respective rules of origin, both non-preferential and preferential, and operation thereof without duplicating WTO work in this area, exchange views and develop a compendium of rules of origin for the use of the business/private sector; 

b. facilitate, complement and accelerate, in the short term, WTO/WCO work on harmonization of non-preferential rules of origin; and

c. study in due course the implication of rules of origin on the free flow of trade and investment, with a view to identifying, in the longer term, both positive and negative aspects and effects of rules of origin related practices. 

The current CAP relating to Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc Rules of Origin) can be found in the WTO Implementation  Collective Action Plan and Rules of Origin Collective Action Plan


	Japan’s Approach to Implementation of WTO Obligations and Rules of Origin in 2008
Japan intends to promote not only its economic interests amid the tide of globalization, but also  comprehensive trade and investment liberalization toward world economic development as well as contributing actively to the formation of rules to this end.  
In this connection, we must address the following points. First, we consider it necessary to further integrate developing economies into the WTO system. To this end, the implementation of Uruguay Round agreements should be properly addressed so that benefits of the negotiations are equitably shared among developing and developed economies. We also need to promote technical assistance to developing economies. Second, we consider that the strengthening of rules and disciplines and further liberalization are essential.In this connection, we should work on the disciplines on anti-dumping rules, multilateral rules on investment, electronic commerce etc. 
Japan believes that the current round of WTO negotiations which covers  an ambitious, balanced, and inclusive agenda,will enable the WTO to properly address the above issues and to respond to the various concerns of all members in a well-balanced manner. 
The government of Japan will try to contribute to the multilateral trade system with other members so that it will continue to play a central role in world trade  for further global economic development.   




	Japan’s Approach to Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs) in 2008

	Section


	Obligations Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Status of WTO Obligations Implementation
	Further Implementation Planned

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1A

(Goods)


	No further action taken

	Japan has so far implemented its Uruguay Round tariff reduction commitment completely.
	Japan will continue to implement the rest of the obligations in accordance with the Uruguay Round commitments.

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1B

(Services)


	No further action taken

	Japan made commitments during the Uruguay Round to  liberalize trade in services in more than 100 areas.  Japan had implemented all the commitments in GATS.
	No further action taken

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1C

(IPR)


	No further action taken
	Japan had notified its laws and regulations to the WTO. Prior to the entry into force of the TRIPS Agreement for Japan on January 1, 1996, Japan amended its laws in order to implement main provisions of the Agreement.
	No further action taken

	WTO Plurilateral Agreements


	
	
	

	WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations


	
	
	

	Other WTO Obligations


	
	
	

	Voluntary action to accelerate implementation of WTO Agreement


	
	
	

	Rules of Origin


	No further action taken
	Japan faithfully implements the WTO Agreement on Rules of Origin, and has been actively involved in the on-going Harmonization Work Programme (HWP) by WTO/WCO. 
Japan plays a key role to lead discussion at the WTO Committee on Rules of origin as a Vice chair since 2003.


	No further action taken


	Japan’s Implementation of WTO Obligations since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1A

(Goods)


	Japan accelerated its Uruguay Round tariff reduction commitment on 697items, including textiles, chemicals, steel and non-ferrous metals  and applied them in April 1996 on applied rate basis. Such tariff rate was originally scheduled to be applied in January 1998.     

	In 2002,Japan implemented the tariff reductions on alcoholic drinks, textiles, leather, steel and so on in accordance with the Uruguay Round commitments.


	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1B

(Services)


	Japan made commitments during the Uruguay Round to liberalize trade in services in more than 100 areas..Japan had implemented all the commitments in GATS.
	No further action planned

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1C

(IPR)


	Japan had notified its laws and regulations to the WTO. Prior to the entry into force of the TRIPS Agreement for Japan on January 1, 1996, Japan amended its laws in order to implement main provisions of the Agreement.
	No further action planned

	WTO Plurilateral Agreements


	
	

	WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations


	
	

	Other WTO Obligations


	
	

	Voluntary action to accelerate implementation of WTO Agreement


	
	

	Rules of Origin


	Japan had faithfully implemented the WTO Agreement on Rules of Origin, and  actively been involved in the HWP by WTO/WCO.
Japan had posted a technical staff to the WCO Secretariat since 1994, to assist with the Origin Project.
Japan had put forward comprehensive proposals for product-specific rules of origin as well as the architecture of the HRO.
The Sub-Committee on Customs Procedures had conducted, at the request of Japan, a survey of each member's non-preferential rules of origin, and presented a report. A summary of the report was sent to the WCO for reference.

	Japan has contributed to the work on the Hamonized Non- Preferential Rules of Origin (HRO) under the WCO/WTO from the beginning. Its major contributions are as follows;

-Having played a key role to lead discussions at formal and informal sessions at the Technical Committee on Rules of Origin (TCRO) under WCO as one of the Vice Chairs;

-Hosted an intersessional meeting of the TCRO in Tokyo in April 1997 in order to expedite the development process, including that of some product-specific rules.
-Having acted as a facilitater for two plurilateral meetings of the WTO Committee on Rules of Origin to discuss some of the product-specific rules.
-Japan had posted an expert to the WCO Secretariat from August 1994 to June 2003 to assist with its Origin Project.
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