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	Objective

APEC Economies will secure a solid platform for the expansion and improvement of Actions in Specific Areas and APEC economies' respective Action Plans by undertaking inter-alia cross-sectoral work.



	Collective Actions

APEC economies will:

a. conduct surveys as necessary of trade and investment impediments;

b. review and analyze the impact of trade liberalization in the Asia-Pacific region;

c. study and monitor the impact of sub-regional and bilateral  trade arrangements such as NAFTA, Association of South-East Asian Nations Free Trade Area (AFTA) and ANZCERTA; 

d. develop databases with regard to merchandise trade, trade in services and direct investment, and update these regularly; and

e. adopt international standards for trade in services and international investment data such as those developed by the IMF.


	Chile’s Information Gathering and Analysis 2007
Chilean agencies, private and public, perform several services to support the policy of active internationalization of the economy. Information on trade of goods and services, as well as international investment and financial capital flows is processed and disseminated in the country and abroad. Governmental agencies have made studies and analysis of the country trade policy and prospective initiatives, such as free trade agreements, to assist policy implementation and the concertation of efforts with the private sector and social actors. Specialized information is provided to business and investors so they are able to take advantage of business opportunities within a more convenient environment.

Data and information and investment can be obtained from the following government websites:

(1) General Directorate of International Economic Relations www.direcon.cl
(2) Chile´s Export Development Agency -ProChile - www.prochile.cl
(3) Chilean Foreign Investment Committee www.cinver.cl
(4) Chilean National Bureau of Statistics www.ine.cl
(5) Chilean Central Bank www.bcentral.cl
(6) Chilean Ministry of Economy www.minecon.cl
(7) Chilean Economic Development Agency -CORFO- www.corfo.cl
(8) Chilean National Customs Service www.aduana.cl
(9)   Chile Pacific Foundation www.funpacifico.cl


	Chile’s Information Gathering and Analysis in 2008

	Section
	Completed Work or Projects Since Last IAP
	Current or Ongoing Work on Information Gathering and Analysis
	Future Projects Planned

	Information Gathering and Analysis


	The Studies Department of the General Directorate for International Economic Relations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has completed a series of researches on trade relations, including with APEC economies, named: "Assessment of the Impact of the FTAs signed by Chile on Exports and Employment: Regional Dimensions"; "Characteristics and Impact of the FTA with the United States”.

The Studies Department of the General Directorate of International Economic Relations produces statistics and analysis of trade with Asia Pacific economies in its quarterly report on International Trade Relations. Available on-line.
The Foreign Investment Committee publishes bimonthly reports on Foreign Direct Investment in Chile. Available on-line.
Reports completed in the period 2004-2007 on the evaluation of the functioning of  Chile´s Free Trade Agreements (US, Korea, European Union, China, Japan, Thailand, other studies) available in www.direcon.cl 

Up-date data on Chile trade is available at www.direcon.cl and www.bcentral.cl
 An up-dated view of the Chilean economy and policies are found in www.hacienda.gov.cl (Budget speech by the Minister of Finance by September, each year) and www.bcentral.cl (Report to the Senate by the President of the Central Bank, last in May 2007).
	Regular statistical analysis on trade and investment are undertaken by the Studies Department of the General Directorate for International Economic Relations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Foreign Investment Committee, the Central Bank and the International Trade Department of the Ministry of Economic Affairs. Most available on-line.
The Studies Department of the General Directorate of International Economic Relations provides quarterly releases on Chile's international trade and investment relations, which include an assessment of economic trends with the main trade partners. Available on-line.
Recently (06/07) Direcon submitted to the Chilean Congress the document ”Strategic Economic Partnership Agreement Chile-Japan".  

Publicly available information includes the Pacific Foundation annual publication of the Profiles of Trade and Investment Relations with APEC economies. Available on-line.
The National Agency of Trade Promotion, ProChile, leaded a project on women entrepreneurs in the APEC region, gathering statistical data to enlighten the adoption of specific policies.

The Department of International Trade of the Ministry of Economics publishes the Inventory of Trade Barriers. Available on-line.
The Central Bank publishes quarterly statistics on international trade of goods and services, and balance of payments. Available on-line.
The Foreign Investment Committee publishes regularly statistics and information on the flow of investments towards Chile and reports on Chilean investments abroad. Available on-line.
The Santiago Chamber of Commerce releases periodic reports on Chilean investment abroad. Available on-line.
	Links of interest for Chilean economy http://www.bcentral.cl/eng/ 

  Central Bank of Chile 

 http://www.chileangovernment.cl 

  Chilean Government  

 http://www.cinver.cl 

  Chilean Foreign Investment Committee  

http://www.cepal.cl/default.asp?idioma=IN 

  United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
Additional projects are being conducted to produce new information concerning Chile´ s foreign trade and its implications:
· The impact of   progressive duties. This is to be finished by the 3rd. quarter of 2007
· Survey of services activities and trade in services, which will end in 2008
· Employment in exports (project being designed, to be concluded in 2008)

· Studies concerning Joint Study Groups (bi-national) of trade agreements by Chile and other countries (as it was the case with China, Japan, India, Thailand, Malaysia and are currently being worked with Vietnam and Turkey)

· Other studies are regularly conducted, and some are available in the internet (agribusiness, real exchange rates, etc.)

· Exports information for regional assessments (PROCHILE)

· SMEs exporters (PROCHILE).



