	Individual Action Plan Update for Canada for 2008

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Canada is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) Note 1
	Improvements made since  2007 IAP Note 2
	Further Improvements Planned Note 2

	Tariffs
	-
	-

	Non-Tariff Measures
	-
	-

	Services


	-
	-

	Investment


	-
	-

	Standards and Conformance


	· On March 18th, the Canadian delegation (D. Shortall) made a presentation to the WTO-TBT workshop on Good Regulatory Practice (GRP).  Mr. Shortall spoke on the use of standards in Canada's regulatory regime.  Mr. Shortall also gave this presentation to the 5th APEC conference on GRP, held in Cusco, Peru on August 9th, 2008.

· Canada, through the Standards Council of Canada (SCC), provided the Kyrgyz Republic and Indonesia with proposals, and Tunisia and Ghana with contracts for the implementation of Export Alert! in their respective territories.  Export Alert! has generated much interest among WTO member countries as an effective tool for the dissemination of WTO TBT & SPS notifications to a country’s domestic stakeholders.  In 2001, the SCC entered into a hosting arrangement with an APEC member economy (Malaysia) for the dissemination of TBT notifications to the economy's domestic industry.  

· The SCC signed a hosting contract with the Ghana Standards Board March 2008, for the development and implementation of Export Alert! in Ghana.  The SCC also renewed its Export Alert! hosting agreements with Trinidad and Tobago and Malaysia.

· SCC staff presented at the International Committee on Education for Standardization (ICES). The presentation included the status of SCC’s Educational Program with regard to availability of standards to post secondary institutions and highlights of the study conducted on the Economic Impact of Standards in Canada. SCC’s Educational Program has resulted in 25 agreements with Canadian universities and colleges across Canada for use of ISO and IEC standards in the curriculum of 67 courses. The main areas of interest are Engineering (Mechanical, Civil, and Software, Records Management, Quality Assurance and Environmental Management).  SCC staff also gave this presentation to the 7th APEC conference on standards and conformance, held in Cusco, Peru on August 11th, 2008.

· The SCC is currently in the process of renewing the Canadian Standards Strategy (CSS).  The CSS 2009-2012 will be completed in early 2009.


	-

	Customs Procedures


	-
	-

	Intellectual Property Rights


	-
	-

	Competition Policy


	-
	-


	Government Procurement


	· A Government Procurement Chapter was added to the Canada-Chile Free Trade Agreement.  This Chapter entered into force on September 5, 2008 and includes market access commitments.

· Canada and Peru signed a Free Trade Agreement on May 29, 2008 which includes a Chapter on Government Procurement. Both Parties have included market access commitments in the Chapter.


	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	-
	-

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	-
	-

	Dispute Mediation


	Softwood Lumber Disputes

Canada is currently involved in the 2 arbitrations pursuant to the Softwood Lumber Agreement 2006 with the United States of America.

NAFTA Chapter 11

· Since the last IAP, one dispute has completed under NAFTA Chapter 11.

· Since the last IAP, four disputes are continuing to move forward under NAFTA Chapter 11.

· Since the last IAP, seven NAFTA Chapter 11 claims have been initiated against Canada.

NAFTA Chapter 19

· Dispute Settlement under Chapter 19: 

· Since the last IAP, Canadian parties have requested one NAFTA Chapter 19 Dispute Panel. 

NAFTA Chapter 20

· There are currently no NAFTA Chapter 20 claims in which Canada is a Party.  

· For more details, see http://www.international.gc.ca/trade-agreements-accords-commerciaux/disp-diff/index.aspx?lang=en&menu_id=130&menu=L
WTO

· Canada is currently a complainant in five WTO cases pursuant to the WTO Agreements.

· Canada is currently defending 2 claims taken by other WTO Members pursuant to the WTO Agreement.:

· Canada is currently a third party in seven WTO cases pursuant to the WTO Agreements.

For more details, see http://www.international.gc.ca/trade-agreements-accords-commerciaux/disp-diff/index.aspx?lang=en&menu_id=130&menu=L or http://www.wto.org 


	-

	Mobility of Business People


	-
	-

	Information Gathering and Analysis


	-
	-

	APEC Food System


	-
	-

	Transparency


	-
	-


	RTAs/FTAs  Note 5


	- Description of current 

  agreements


	-


	- Agreements under negotiation


	- 

	
	Agreement #1


	-

	- Future plans


	-


	Additional information Note 6  

-



Notes

1. 
Economies are encouraged to use the sub-chapter and section headings from the full IAP template as guidance for the appropriate level of detailed information to be submitted in the Update.  

2.
Economies should describe significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Wherever possible all entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address etc) where further information can be obtained.

3. 
The IAP Update should provide information necessary to bring the most recent full IAP up to date.  

4. 
If there is no significant change to the information provided in the most recent IAP, “As in [year] IAP” should be entered.

5.  Economies will submit IAP chapters on transparency and RTAs/FTAs for the first time in 2005.  These chapters will remain the base document for the Update until the economy submits its next full IAP.  As a transitional measure, economies will also submit a report in 2005 on Area-specific Transparency Implementation using an agreed format. 

6. 
Economies may use the Additional Information section to describe any material not captured in the template.






