IAP REPORTING TEMPLATE ON FTAS AND RTAS

	
Mexico’s Approach to Bilateral and Regional Trade Agreements in 2007

	Part 1: Description of current agreements 



	Agreement #1

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: United Mexican States, United States of America and Canada

Date of Entry into Force: January 1st, 1994.

Type of Agreement; Free Trade Agreement 



	Date of notification to the WTO
	February 1st, 1993.


	General provisions
	Table of Contents

Part One: General Part

Part Two: Trade in Goods 

Annex 300-A: Trade and Investment in the Automotive Sector

Annex 300-B: Textile and Apparel Goods

Part Three: Technical Barriers to Trade

Part Four: Government Procurement

Part Five: Investment, Services and Related Matters

Part Six: Intellectual Property

Part Seven: Administrative and Institutional Provisions

Part Eight: Other Provisions

Annex 401: Specific Rules of Origin 

Annexes I Through VII: Reservations and Exceptions to Investment, Cross-Border Trade in Services and Financial Services Chapters


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional framework 

NAFTA establishes the Free Trade Commission, comprising cabinet-level representatives of the Parties or their designees. It shall supervise the implementation of this Agreement; oversee its further elaboration; resolve disputes that may arise regarding its interpretation or application;  supervise the work of all committees and working groups established under this Agreement, referred to in Annex 2001.2; and consider any other matter that may affect the operation of this Agreement.  NAFTA also establishes a Secretariat.  The Commission shall establish and oversee a Secretariat comprising national Sections. 

Dispute Settlement

Chapter XI.       Investor - State proceeding regulated by Section B. 

Chapter XIX.    Related to the Review of Final Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Determinations. 

Chapter XX.      Institutional Framework, State – State Dispute Settlement Mechanism.


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Mexico granted immediate tariff elimination on 50% of its total tariff items.  

Maximum general tariff elimination of ten years.

National treatment

Draw back and duties exemptions from 1994 to 2000.

Tariff acceleration provisions.

Provisions on import and export restrictions.

Provisions on used goods according to GATT article XX.



	Product coverage
	100% coverage 



	Rules of origin
	It provides for a specific chapter on rules of origin to determine dispositions that have to be complied in order that a good could be subject to preferential tariff treatment. An annex is also established, where all goods comprised in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule are correlated to a specific rule of origin. In addition, disciplines on accumulation, indirect materials, De Minimis, accessories, spare parts and tools, packaging materials and containers for retail sale, packing materials and containers for shipment and fungible goods and materials may be defined to provide exporters with additional alternatives to apply for preferential tariff treatment.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services

The Agreement provides market access across to most services and includes chapters such as cross-border trade in services, financial services, telecommunications and temporary entry for business people. 

The Agreement also provides provisions regarding national treatment, most favored nation treatment, local presence and the annexes in which are set out the list of activities where the parties reserve its right to grant the provisions aforementioned.

Traditional market access to services is supplemented by strong and detailed disciplines on regulatory transparency.

Investment

The Agreement contains a broad but exhaustive definition of investment, based in the concept of enterprise. The chapter establishes the applicable scope and coverage regarding investments and investors. It contains principles and rules for non-discriminatory treatment including national treatment, most favored nation treatment and minimum standard of treatment according to customary international law. It also includes provisions on senior management and boards of directors, expropriation and compensation, performance requirements, reservations and exceptions, special formalities, transfer of funds and environmental measures. Obligations of national treatment, most favored nation treatment, senior management and board of directors, and performance requirements apply to all sectors unless explicitly mentioned in reservations lists. The chapter provides for an investor-State dispute settlement mechanism on investment matters before an impartial tribunal.

Government procurement 

The Agreement guarantees national and non-discriminatory treatment in purchases by federal government entities or government owned enterprises included in this chapter. It provides broad goods, services and public works coverage and gives certainty through transparent, predictable and fair procurement procedures, by means of the establishment of general rules for each stage of the tendering procedure, such as the invitation to participate, time limits for tendering, tender documentation and awarding of contracts, among others. Additionally, the GP chapter includes a bid challenge section which ensures fair, open and impartial procurement procedures.



	Services coverage
	Modes of supply

The commitments for services include cross-border supply of services (including mode 1, 2 and 4).

A specific chapter on investment includes the mode 3 of services provision. 

Sectorial coverage

Cross-border trade in services chapter includes all services sector except air services including domestic and international air transportation services whether scheduled or non-scheduled, and related services in support of air services other than (i) aircraft repair and maintenance services during which an aircraft is withdraw from services, and (ii) specialty air services. Some activities are reserved in the annexes in specific sectors such as: telecommunications, water transportation, land transportation, air transportation, educational services, fishing, professional, technical and specialized services, services to agriculture.

The agreement also includes a number of important provisions on regulatory transparency.


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	SPS

The Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO SPS Agreement and establish the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Matters.

TBT

Chapter IX - The parties reaffirm their commitment with WTO TBT Agreement and other signed international agreements rights and obligations. Emphasizing the right to adopt regulations for legitimate protection without creating unnecessary technical barriers to trade; the use of international standards, the acceptance of foreign technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures, Most Favored Nation and national treatment provisions; compatibility, risk assessment and conformity assessment provisions; transparency through notification, publication, information centers, and technical cooperation and consultations. Additionally, the treaty establishes a Committee for Standardization Related Measures, and Sub-Committees for Telecommunications, Transportation, Automotive and Textile regulations.

Mutual Recognition 

The parties shall, when possible, accept the other party conformity assessment results as equivalent as long as it accomplishes with the adopted technical regulation or standard. Parties will search for mutual benefits in giving accreditations, approbations, licenses and recognition for certification organisms in a non discrimination basis. Parties shall consider favorably requests from the other party to celebrate Mutual Recognition Agreements for conformity assessment procedures.

Customs

It provides for common dispositions about advanced rulings, appeal procedures and customs formalities that have to be fulfilled by importers. Rights and obligations of importers and exporters that apply for preferential tariff treatment are also determined.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition

Competition Policy, Monopolies and State Enterprises: The Agreement contain that each Party shall adopt or maintain measures to proscribe anticompetitive business conduct and take appropriate action with respect thereto, recognizing that such measures will enhance the fulfillment of the objectives of this Agreement. To this end the Parties shall consult from time to time about the effectiveness of measures undertaken by each Party.

Intellectual Property

Parties shall provide to the nationals of another Party adequate and effective protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights while assuring that measures to enforce intellectual property rights do not themselves become barriers to legitimate trade.  Chapter 17 of NAFTA attempts to accomplish this task by establishing a minimum level of protection that members nations have to accord to intellectual property and therefore give effect the substantive provisions of: (a) the Geneva Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of their Phonograms, (b) the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, (c) the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property, and (d) the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants, 1978 (UPOV Convention), or the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants, 1991 (UPOV Convention). Chapter 17 establishes general clauses on more extensive intellectual property protection, national treatment, control of anticompetitive practices, cooperation and technical assistance and protection of existing subject matter.  NAFTA requires protection for works covered by the Berne Convention. Full copyright protection is required for all types of computer programs and for compilation of data. Parties are required to provide the right to authorize or prohibit the commercial rental of the original or a copy of a computer program. The Chapter also requires the right to prevent the importation of unauthorized copies and the right to authorize or prohibit the work’s communication to the public and first public distribution.  Phonograms producers have the right to authorize or prohibit the reproduction of their sound recordings for at least 50 years.  Article 1707 aims at protecting television programming content transmitted via encrypted satellite signals. NAFTA requires criminal and civil offences for the unauthorized use of encrypted program-carrying satellite signals as well as for the illicit manufacturing, importing and distributing of unauthorized decoding devices. NAFTA embodies comprehensive trademark obligations, including well known trademarks. Trademarks shall be protected for at least ten years and registration shall be indefinitely renewable for the same period of time. Patents must be available in all fields of technology, with exclusions permitted for certain reasons. Subject to exceptions, patents are required to be available and patent rights enjoyable without discrimination as to the field of technology, the place of invention or whether products are imported or locally produced. The Chapter lists a number of conditions governing compulsory licensing and government use. Time protection for patents shall be for at least twenty years from the date of filing or seventeen years from the date of grant. Requires protection for layout designs the distinct pattern of a specific semiconductor design. Requires each country to provide the legal means to prevent the unauthorized disclosure, acquisition or use of trade secrets in a manner contrary to honest commercial practices such as breach of contract, breach of confidence and inducement to breach. There is no obligation to apply these measures to innocent third parties. However, the NAFTA obligation does apply to the acquisition of trade secrets by persons who knew, or were grossly negligent in failing to know, that improper practices were involved in the acquisition of the undisclosed information.  Demands protection for the information that companies have to give to the government to get marketing approval for new pharmaceutical or agricultural chemical products.  Under NAFTA, a “geographical indication” identifies a good as originating in a NAFTA country, or a region or locality of a NAFTA country, so that the good’s particular quality, reputation or other characteristic is essentially attributable to its geographic origin. Article 1712 requires the provision of the legal means to prevent unfair competition and the use of an indication misleading the public as to a good’s geographical origin. Subject to specific exceptions, a trademark registration that is misleading as to geographic origin must either be refused or invalidated. Requires protection for independently created industrial designs that are new or original and recognizes the owner’s exclusive right to their commercial use. Industrial designs shall be protected for at least ten years. Enforcement of intellectual property rights such as: general obligations, Civil and administrative procedures and remedies; provisional measures; border measures and criminal procedures.



	Other
	Temporary Entry for Business Persons 

Chapter Sixteen contains provisions relating the temporary entry of business persons into the other Parties, on a reciprocity basis, in order of facilitating investments, trade in goods and services.

Emergency Action 

Each Party shall adopt or maintain equitable, timely, transparent and effective procedures for emergency action proceedings, in accordance with the requirements set in this Agreement. The Chapter contains the next articles; Bilateral Actions; Global Actions; Administration of Emergency Action Proceedings; Dispute Settlement in Emergency Action Matters and Definitions.

Unfair Practices 

No apply

Environment

It contains comprehensive provisions for environmental cooperation and for labor matters. (Side agreements)


	Changes in 2007
	-



	Expected changes in 2008
	-




	Agreement #2

Group of Three (Colombia and Mexico)


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Republic of Colombia and United Mexican States 

Date of entry into force: January 1, 1995

Type of agreement: Free trade agreement 



	Date of notification to the WTO
	Notification pending.


	General provisions
	Chapter One (Initial Provisions) The Treaty includes objectives like national treatment, most favored nation, and transparency. It also includes articles like other international treaties related, observance of the agreement.

Chapter Two (General Definitions) The Treaty sets forth definitions of general application, among others: goods of a party, customs valuation code, enterprise, import duties measure, national originating party, exporter and importer party and tariff elimination program.

Chapter Twenty-One (Transparency) It refers to the requirements designed to promote the opening, transparency and fairness in the adoption and application of measures covered by the Treaty. The Treaty provides the creation of an Information Center, and other mechanisms like publication of laws, supply of information, as well as legality and due process.

Chapter Twenty-Three. (Exceptions) Exceptions are incorporated and those related to the GATT are also a comprehensive part of the Treaty, specifically article XX and its interpretative notes; as well as provisions related to national security and information.


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Dispute Settlement


Chapter XVII:    Investor – State proceeding regulated  by Section B 

Chapter XX   Article 20-01 Institutional Framework

Chapter XIX.  State – State Dispute Settlement Mechanism 



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	National treatment

Maximum general tariff elimination period of 10 years and 12 years for automobiles, trucks and auto-parts.

The possibility of further negotiations on the automotive industry is envisaged.

Tariff acceleration provisions.

Provisions on import and export restrictions.

Provisions on used goods according to GATT article XX.


	Product coverage
	COLOMBIA 98% Coverage



	Rules of origin
	It provides for a specific chapter on rules of origin to determine dispositions that have to be complied in order that a good could be subject to preferential tariff treatment. It is also established an annex where all goods comprised in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule are correlated to a specific rule of origin. In addition, disciplines on accumulation, indirect materials, De Minimis, accessories, spare parts and tools, packaging materials and containers for retail sale, packing materials and containers for shipment and fungible goods and materials may be defined to provide exporters with additional alternatives to apply for preferential tariff treatment.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services
The Agreement provides market access across to most services and includes chapters such as cross-border trade in services, financial services, telecommunications and temporary entry for business people. 

The Agreement also provides provisions regarding to national treatment, most favored nation treatment and local presence. Lists of reservations (annexes) have been negotiated and initialized by Parties.

Traditional market access to services is supplemented by strong and detailed disciplines on regulatory transparency.

Investment

The Agreement contains a broad but exhaustive definition of investment, based in the concept of enterprise. The chapter establishes the applicable scope and coverage regarding investments and investors. It contains principles and rules for non-discriminatory treatment including national treatment, most favored nation treatment and minimum standard of treatment according to customary international law. It also includes provisions on senior management and boards of directors, expropriation and compensation, performance requirements, reservations and exceptions, special formalities, transfer of funds and environmental measures. Obligations of national treatment, most favored nation treatment, senior management and board of directors and, performance requirements apply to all sectors unless explicitly mentioned in reservations lists. The chapter provides for an investor-State dispute settlement mechanism on investment matters before an impartial tribunal.

Government procurement 

The Agreement guarantees national and non-discriminatory treatment in purchases by central or federal government entities or government owned enterprises included in this chapter. It provides broad goods, services and public works coverage and gives certainty through transparent, predictable and fair procurement procedures, by means of the establishment of general rules for each stage of the tendering procedure, such as the invitation to participate, time limits for tendering, tender documentation and awarding of contracts, among others. Additionally, the GP chapter includes a bid challenge article which ensures fair, open and impartial procurement procedures.


	Services coverage
	Modes of supply

The commitments for services include cross-border supply of services (including mode 1, 2 and 4).

A specific chapter on investment includes the mode 3 of services provision. 
Sectorial coverage

Cross-border trade in services chapter includes all services sector. Some activities are reserved in the annexes in specific sectors such as: telecommunications, water transportation, land transportation, air transportation, educational services, fishing, professional, technical and specialized services, services to agriculture.

The agreement also includes a number of important provisions on regulatory transparency



	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	SPS

The Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO SPS Agreement and establish the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Matters.

TBT

Chapter XIV - The parties reaffirm their commitment with WTO TBT Agreement and other signed international agreements rights and obligations. Emphasizing the right to adopt regulations for legitimate protection without creating unnecessary technical barriers to trade; the use of international standards; the acceptance of foreign technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures, National Metrology Patterns based on international ones; Most Favored Nation and national treatment provisions; Health protection provisions; compatibility, risk assessment and conformity assessment provisions; transparency through notification, publication, information centers, and technical cooperation and consultations. Additionally, the treaty establishes a Committee for Standardization Measures, and a Sub-Committees for Health standardization measures, as well as the possibility to establish other sub-committees or working groups for themes such as: quality, labeling, chemical substances, environment, services and consumer protection.

Mutual Recognition

The parties shall, when possible, accept the other party conformity assessment results as equivalent as long as it accomplishes with the adopted technical regulation or standard. Parties will search for mutual benefits in giving accreditations. approbations, licenses  and recognition for certification organisms in a non discrimination basis. Parties shall consider favorably requests from the other party to celebrate Mutual Recognition Agreements for conformity assessment procedures.

Customs

It provides for common dispositions about advance rulings, appeal procedures and customs formalities that have to be fulfilled by importers. Rights and obligations of importers and exporters that apply for preferential tariff treatment are also determined.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition

Policy Regarding State Enterprises: Each Party shall ensure that its State enterprises accord non-discriminatory treatment in its territory to the natural or legal persons of the other Parties in the sale of goods and the provision of services for similar commercial transactions and this Agreement established Committees.

Intellectual Property

Parties shall provide to the nationals of another Party adequate and effective protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights while assuring that measures to enforce intellectual property rights do not themselves become barriers to legitimate trade. Establishes general clauses on more extensive intellectual property protection, national treatment and most favoured nation treatment. Parties shall make their best efforts to adhere to the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property. Parties shall make every effort to accede to the Paris Convention. Chapter 18 of G3 establishes a minimum level of protection that members nations have to accord to copyright and related rights and therefore give effect the substantive provisions of: (a) the Geneva Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of their Phonograms, (b) the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, (c) Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations; and (d) Universal Convention of Copyright. G3 requires protection for works covered by the Berne Convention. Protection is required for computer programs and for compilation of data. Provisions for Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations are also embodied in this chapter. The Chapter also requires the right to prevent the importation of unauthorized copies and the right to authorize or prohibit the work’s communication to the public and first public distribution.  Article 1807 aims at protecting television programming content transmitted via encrypted satellite signals. G3 requires criminal offences for the unauthorized use of encrypted program-carrying satellite signals as well as for the illicit manufacturing, importing and distributing of unauthorized decoding devices. Embodies comprehensive trademark obligations, including well known trademarks. Trademarks shall be protected for at least ten years and registration shall be indefinitely renewable for the same period of time. Under G3, “geographical indications and appellations of origin” are defined in Article 1816. This Article sets forth the provision of the legal means to prevent unfair competition and the use of an indication misleading the public as to a good’s geographical origin. Requires each country to provide the legal means to prevent the unauthorized disclosure, acquisition or use of trade secrets in a manner contrary to honest commercial practices such as breach of contract, breach of confidence and inducement to breach. However, this obligation does apply to the acquisition of trade secrets by persons who knew, or were grossly negligent in failing to know, that improper practices were involved in the acquisition of the undisclosed information. Demands protection for the information that companies have to give to the government to get marketing approval for new pharmaceutical or agricultural chemical products. Plants varieties shall be protected according to each Party’s legislation and shall give effect the substantive provisions of the UPOV Convention. Parties shall contribute in fostering technological innovation and technology transfer.Enforcement of intellectual property rights is embodied in Section E.

Environment

It contains provisions on environmental matters to prevent environmental degradation that trade or investment might cause. (Articles 17-13)



	Other
	Temporary Entry for Business Persons 

Chapter Thirteen contains provisions relating the temporary entry of business persons into the other Parties, on a reciprocity basis, in order of facilitating investments, trade in goods and services.

Safeguards 

The Parts will be able to apply to the imports of goods made in accordance with this Treaty a safeguard regime whose application will be based on clear criteria, strict and with defined seasonally. The safeguard regime anticipates measures of bilateral or global character.

The Parties confirm their rights and obligations according to article XIX of the GATT.

Unfair Practices of Trade International

Both parties in conformity his legislation and in accordance with the arranged thing in this Agreement, in the GATT, in the Agreement on Implementation of Article VI of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994 (Antidumping), in the Agreement relative to the interpretation and application of articles VI, XVI and XXIII of GATT (Subventions and Countervailing Duties), it will be able to establish and to apply to antidumping measures/ countervailing duties in case of appearing situations in which, by means of an objective examination based on positive tests.

Article 23-08 of the FTA G3 establishes that “Any Part will be able to withdraw this Treaty. That withdraw will provide effects 180 days after communicating it to the other Parts and to the General Secretariat of ALADI, without detriment the Parts can agree to a different term". On May 22, 2006, the Government of Venezuela withdrew the FTA G3 before the Governments of Colombia and Mexico, as well as the General Secretariat of ALADI. Commercial preferences between Mexico and Venezuela were in force until November 19, 2006.


	Changes in 2007
	-



	Expected changes in 2008
	-




	Agreement #3

FTA Mexico-Costa Rica


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Mexico and the Republic of Costa Rica

Date of entry into force: January 1, 1995

Type of Agreement: Free Trade Agreement 



	Date of notification to the WTO
	July 17, 2006


	General provisions
	Chapter One (Initial Provisions) establishes the free trade area, sets forth the objectives of the Agreement, and provides how the Parties shall interpret the agreement in light of its objectives.

Chapter Two (General Definitions) describes definitions of general application within the agreement. 

Chapter Fifteen (Administrative Provision) chapter fifteen sets the Parties obligations for the Agreement publication and their responsibility to inform the counterpart of every measure affecting each other’s interests under the conditions established in the Agreement. 

Chapters Eighteen and Nineteen (Other Provisions) these two chapters refer to exceptions and state final provisions such as reserves, entry into force, amendments, withdrawal clause, and accession among others.  


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional Framework
Chapter sixteen establishes the Administrative Commission, the institution responsible for the implementation of the Agreement. The Commission is comprised of ministers or cabinet-level officials designated by each Country. 

Dispute Settlement
Chapter XIII.  Investor - State proceeding regulated  by Section B

Chapter XVI. Article  16-01 Institutional  Framework.

Chapter XVII.  Article 17-02. State – State Dispute Settlement Mechanism.


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Mexico granted immediate tariff elimination to 78% of its total tariff lines.

National treatment

Maximum general tariff elimination period of 10 years.

Draw back provisions.

Tariff acceleration provisions.

Provisions on import and export restrictions.

Provisions on used goods according to GATT article XX.



	Product coverage
	99% Coverage 



	Rules of origin
	It provides for a specific chapter on rules of origin to determine dispositions that have to be complied in order that a good could be subject to preferential tariff treatment. It is also established an annex where all goods comprised in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule are correlated to a specific rule of origin. In addition, disciplines on accumulation, indirect materials, De Minimis, accessories, spare parts and tools, packaging materials and containers for retail sale, packing materials and containers for shipment and fungible goods and materials may be defined to provide exporters with additional alternatives to apply for preferential tariff treatment.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services

The Agreement provides market access across to most services and includes chapters such as cross-border trade in services and temporary entry for business people. 

The Agreement also provides provisions regarding to national treatment, most favored nation treatment and local presence. Lists of reservations (annexes) have been negotiated and initialized by Parties. 

Traditional market access to services is supplemented by strong and detailed disciplines on regulatory transparency.

Investment

The Agreement contains a broad but exhaustive definition of investment, based in the concept of enterprise. The chapter establishes the applicable scope and coverage regarding investments and investors. It contains principles and rules for non-discriminatory treatment including national treatment, most favored nation treatment and minimum standard of treatment according to customary international law. It also includes provisions on senior management and boards of directors, expropriation and compensation, performance requirements, reservations and exceptions, special formalities, transfer of funds and environmental measures. Obligations of national treatment, most favored nation treatment, senior management and board of directors and, performance requirements apply to all sectors unless explicitly mentioned in reservations lists. The chapter provides for an investor-State dispute settlement mechanism on investment matters before an impartial tribunal.

Government procurement  

The Agreement guarantees national treatment in purchases by central or federal government entities or government owned enterprises included in this chapter. It provides broad goods, services and public works coverage and gives certainty through transparent, predictable and fair procurement procedures, by means of the establishment of general rules for each stage of the tendering procedure, such as the invitation to participate, time limits for tendering, tender documentation and awarding of contracts, among others. Additionally, the GP chapter includes a bid challenge article which ensures fair, open and impartial procurement procedures.



	Services coverage
	Modes of supply

The commitments for services include cross-border supply of services (including mode 1, 2 and 4).

A specific chapter on investment includes the mode 3 of services provision. 

Sectorial coverage

Cross-border trade in services chapter includes all services sector except air services including domestic and international air transportation services whether scheduled or non-scheduled, and related services in support air services other than (i) aircraft repair and maintenance services during which an aircraft is withdraw from services, (ii) specialty air services and (iii) computer reservation system services. Some activities are reserved in the annexes in specific sectors such as: telecommunications, water transportation, land transportation, air transportation, educational services, fishing, professional, technical and specialized services, services to agriculture.

The agreement also includes a number of important provisions on regulatory transparency



	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	SPS

The Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO SPS Agreement and establish the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Matters.

TBT

Chapter XI - The parties reaffirm their commitment with WTO TBT Agreement and other signed international agreements rights and obligations. Emphasizing the right to adopt regulations for legitimate protection without creating unnecessary technical barriers to trade; the use of international standards, the acceptance of foreign technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures, National Metrology Patterns based on international ones; Most Favored Nation and national treatment provisions; toxic and dangerous substances and labeling provisions; compatibility, risk assessment and conformity assessment provisions; expenses; transparency through notification, publication, information centers, and technical cooperation and consultations Additionally, the treaty establishes a Committee for Standardization Measures, and a Sub-Committees for Health standardization measures and Labeling and Packaging,  as well as the possibility to establish other sub-committees or working groups for themes such as: quality and identity, conformity assessment, good practices, risk assessment, chemical substances, environment and consumer protection.

Mutual Recognition

The parties shall, when possible, accept the other party conformity assessment results as equivalent as long as it accomplishes with the adopted technical regulation or standard. Parties will search for mutual benefits in giving accreditations. approbations, licenses  and recognition for certification organisms in a non discrimination basis. Parties shall consider favorably requests from the other party to celebrate Mutual Recognition Agreements for conformity assessment procedures.

Customs

It provides for common dispositions about advance rulings, appeal procedures and customs formalities that have to be fulfilled by importers. Rights and obligations of importers and exporters that apply for preferential tariff treatment are also determined.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition

No apply

Intellectual Property

Parties shall provide to the nationals of another Party adequate and effective protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights while assuring that measures to enforce intellectual property rights do not themselves become barriers to legitimate trade. Establishes general clauses on more extensive intellectual property protection, national treatment, most favoured nation treatment, control of anticompetitive practices and cooperation with a view to eliminating trade in goods that infringe IPR. Chapter 14 establishes a minimum level of protection that members nations have to accord to intellectual property and therefore give effect the substantive provisions of: (a) the Geneva Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of their Phonograms, (b) the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, (c) the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property; (d) Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations; and (e) Lisbon Agreement for the Protection of Appellations of Origin and their International Registration. Embodies comprehensive trademark obligations, including well known trademarks. Trademarks shall be protected for at least ten years and registration shall be indefinitely renewable for the same period of time. Under this chapter, “geographical indications or indications as to source and appellations of origin” are defined in Article 1418 Requires the provision of the legal means to prevent unfair competition and the use of an indication misleading the public as to a good’s geographical origin. Subject to specific exceptions, a trademark registration that is misleading as to geographic origin must either be refused or invalidated. Sets forth obligations related to protection of undisclosed information obligations. Requires protection for works covered by the Berne Convention. Protection is required for computer programs and for compilation of data. Provisions for Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations are also embodied in this chapter. Enforcement of intellectual property rights such as: general obligations, Civil and administrative procedures and remedies; provisional measures; border measures and criminal procedures. Article 1432 aims at protecting television programming content transmitted via encrypted satellite signals. Requires criminal and civil offences for the illicit manufacturing, importing and distributing of unauthorized decoding devices.

Environment

It contains provisions on environmental matters to prevent environmental degradation that trade or investment might cause. (Chapter XIII, Articles 13-15)



	Other
	Temporary Entry for Business Persons 

Chapter Ten contains provisions relating the temporary entry of business persons into the other Parties, on a reciprocity basis, in order of facilitating investments, trade in goods and services.

Safeguard of Measures 

The Parties will be able to apply to the imports of goods made in accordance with the Program of Tariff of measured of safeguard whose application will be based on clear criteria, strict and with defined seasonally. The Parties will be able to adopt measures of safeguard of bilateral or global character.

Dispositions in the matter of antidumping measures and countervailing duties 

The Parts reject all disloyal practice of international trade and recognize the necessity to eliminate the subsidies to the export and other internal policies that cause distortions to the commerce.



	Changes in 2007
	-


	Expected changes in 2008
	-



	Agreement #4

FTA Mexico-Bolivia


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Mexico and Republic of Bolivia

Date of entry into force: January 1st, 1995

Type of agreement: Free Trade Agreement 



	Date of notification to the WTO
	Notification pending 



	General provisions
	Preamble and Chapter One (Initial Provisions) establish the free trade area and set forth the objectives of the Agreement. Also, the Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under agreements to which both countries are party.

Chapter Two (General Definitions) sets forth definitions of general application.

Chapter Seventeen (Transparency) sets out requirements designed to foster openness,

transparency, and fairness in the adoption and application of measures covered by the

Agreement. For example, each Party must promptly publish all laws, regulations,

procedures, and administrative rulings of general application regarding any matter

covered by the Agreement, or otherwise make them available to interested persons and

the other Party.

Chapter Twenty (Exceptions) incorporates by reference the general exceptions

set forth in GATT Article XX for the purposes of certain Chapters.

There are also exceptions related to security and disclosure of information that would impede law enforcement or contravene laws protecting personal privacy or financial records.

Chapter Twenty One (Final Provisions) provides terms for modifications and additions to the Agreement, convergence with other agreements, entry into force, as well as conditions for eventual adherent countries.


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Dispute Settlement 
Chapter XV.  Investor - State proceeding regulated  by Section B

Chapter  XVIII Article. 18-01.  Institutional Framework.

Chapter  XIX.. Article 19-02. State – State Dispute Settlement Mechanism. 


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Mexico granted immediate tariff elimination for 72% of its total tariff items.

Maximum general tariff elimination period of 10 years

(12 years for some cases representing 5% of tariff lines)

National treatment

Draw back provisions.

Tariff acceleration provisions.

Provisions on import and export restrictions.

Provisions on used goods according to GATT article XX. 



	Product coverage
	98% Coverage 



	Rules of origin
	It provides for a specific chapter on rules of origin to determine dispositions that have to be complied in order that a good could be subject to preferential tariff treatment. It is also established an annex where all goods comprised in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule are correlated to a specific rule of origin. In addition, disciplines on accumulation, indirect materials, De Minimis, accessories, spare parts and tools, packaging materials and containers for retail sale, packing materials and containers for shipment and fungible goods and materials may be defined to provide exporters with additional alternatives to apply for preferential tariff treatment.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services

The Agreement provides market access across to most services and includes chapters such as cross-border trade in services, financial services, telecommunications and temporary entry for business people. 

The Agreement also provides provisions regarding to national treatment, most favored nation treatment and local presence. List of reservations (annexes) have not been negotiated yet.

Traditional market access to services is supplemented by strong and detailed disciplines on regulatory transparency.

Investment

The Agreement contains a broad but exhaustive definition of investment, based in the concept of enterprise. The chapter establishes the applicable scope and coverage regarding investments and investors. It contains principles and rules for non-discriminatory treatment including national treatment, most favored nation treatment and minimum standard of treatment according to customary international law. It also includes provisions on senior management and boards of directors, expropriation and compensation, performance requirements, reservations and exceptions, special formalities, transfer of funds and environmental measures. Obligations of national treatment, most favored nation treatment, senior management and board of directors and, performance requirements apply to all sectors unless explicitly mentioned in reservations lists. The chapter provides for an investor-State dispute settlement mechanism on investment matters before an impartial tribunal.

Government procurement

The Agreement guarantees national treatment in purchases by central or federal government entities or government owned enterprises included in this chapter. It provides broad goods, services and public works coverage and gives certainty through transparent, predictable and fair procurement procedures, by means of the establishment of general rules for each stage of the tendering procedure, such as the invitation to participate, time limits for tendering, tender documentation and awarding of contracts, among others. Additionally, the GP chapter includes a bid challenge article which ensures fair, open and impartial procurement procedures.



	Services coverage
	Modes of supply

The commitments for services include cross-border supply of services (including mode 1, 2 and 4).

A specific chapter on investment includes the mode 3 of services provision. 

Sectorial coverage

Cross-border trade in services chapter includes all services sector except air services including domestic and international air transportation services whether scheduled or non-scheduled, and related services in support air services other than (i) aircraft repair and maintenance services during which an aircraft is withdraw from services,  (ii) specialty air services and (iii) computer reservation system services. List of reservations have not been negotiated yet.

The agreement also includes a number of important provisions on regulatory transparency.


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	SPS

The Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO SPS Agreement and establish the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Matters.

TBT

Chapter XIII - The parties reaffirm their commitment with WTO TBT Agreement and other signed international agreements rights and obligations. Emphasizing the right to adopt regulations for legitimate protection without creating unnecessary technical barriers to trade; the use of international standards, the acceptance of foreign technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures, National Metrology Patterns based on international ones; Most Favored Nation and national treatment provisions; health, labeling and environmental provisions; compatibility, risk assessment and conformity assessment provisions; expenses; transparency through notification, publication, information centers, and technical cooperation and consultations Additionally, the treaty establishes a Working Group for Standardization Measures,  which can establish subgroups for themes such as: health, labeling, telecommunications, quality and identity,  good practices, environment and consumer protection.

Mutual Recognition

The parties shall, when possible, accept the other party conformity assessment results as equivalent as long as it accomplishes with the adopted technical regulation or standard. Parties will search for mutual benefits in giving accreditations, approbations, licenses and recognition for certification organisms in a non discrimination basis. Parties shall consider favorably requests from the other party to celebrate Mutual Recognition Agreements for conformity assessment procedures.

Customs

It provides for common dispositions about advance rulings, appeal procedures and customs formalities that have to be fulfilled by importers. Rights and obligations of importers and exporters that apply for preferential tariff treatment are also determined.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition

---

Intellectual Property

Parties shall provide to the nationals of another Party adequate and effective protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights while assuring that measures to enforce intellectual property rights do not themselves become barriers to legitimate trade. Establishes general clauses on more extensive intellectual property protection, national treatment, most favoured nation treatment, control of anticompetitive practices, cooperation with a view to eliminating trade in goods that infringe IPR and technical assistance. Chapter 16 establishes a minimum level of protection that members nations have to accord to intellectual property and therefore give effect the substantive provisions of: (a) the Geneva Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of their Phonograms, (b) the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, (c) the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property; (d) Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations; (e) Lisbon Agreement for the Protection of Appellations of Origin and their International Registration; and (f) Brussels Convention Relating to the Distribution of Programme-Carrying Signals Transmitted by Satellite. Parties shall contribute in fostering technological innovation and technology transfer. Requires protection for works covered by the Berne Convention. Protection is required for computer programs and for compilation of data. Provisions for Performers and Producers of Phonograms are also embodied in this chapter. Article 1613 aims at protecting television programming content transmitted via encrypted satellite signals. This chapter requires civil offences for the unauthorized use of encrypted program-carrying satellite signals as well as criminal offences for the illicit manufacturing, importing and distributing of unauthorized decoding devices. Embodies comprehensive trademark obligations, including well known trademarks. Trademarks shall be protected for at least ten years and registration shall be indefinitely renewable for the same period of time. Provisions related to franchises are also incorporated in this Chapter. Under this chapter, “geographical indications and appellations of origin” are protected in Article 1625. This Article sets forth the provision of the legal means to prevent unfair competition and the use of an indication misleading the public as to a good's geographical origin. Subject to specific exceptions, a trademark registration that is misleading as to geographic origin must either be refused or invalidated. Requires protection for independently created industrial designs that are new or original and recognizes the owner's exclusive right to their commercial use. Industrial designs shall be protected for at least ten years. Patents must be available in all fields of technology, with exclusions permitted for certain reasons. Subject to exceptions, patents are required to be available and patent rights enjoyable without discrimination as to the field of technology, the place of invention or whether products are imported or locally produced. The Chapter lists a number of conditions governing compulsory licensing and government use. Time protection for patents shall be for at least twenty years. Plants varieties shall be protected according to each Party’s legislation and shall give effect the substantive provisions of the UPOV Convention. Utility models shall be protected for at least ten years. Requires each country to provide the legal means to prevent the unauthorized disclosure, acquisition or use of trade secrets in a manner contrary to honest commercial practices such as breach of contract, breach of confidence and inducement to breach. However, this obligation does apply to the acquisition of trade secrets by persons who knew, or were grossly negligent in failing to know, that improper practices were involved in the acquisition of the undisclosed information Demands protection for the information that companies have to give to the government to get marketing approval for new pharmaceutical or agricultural chemical products. Enforcement of intellectual property rights such as: general obligations, Civil and administrative procedures and remedies; provisional measures; border measures and criminal procedures.


	Other
	Temporary Entry for Business Persons 

Chapter Eleven contains provisions relating the temporary entry of business persons into the other Parties, on a reciprocity basis, in order of facilitating investments, trade in goods and services.

Safeguard of Measures 

The Parties will be able to apply to the made imports of goods to the shelter of the Program of Tariff, a safeguard regime, whose application will be based on clear criteria, strict and with defined seasonally. The Parties will be able to adopt measures of safeguard of bilateral or global character.

Unfair Practices of Trade International

The Parties reject all unfair practice of international trade and recognize the necessity to eliminate the subsidies to the export and other internal policies that cause distortions to the commerce.



	Changes in 2007
	-


	Expected changes in 2008
	-



	Agreement #5

FTA Mexico-Nicaragua


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Mexico and the Republic of Nicaragua

Date of entry into force: July 1, 1998

Type of Agreement: Free Trade Agreement 



	Date of notification to the WTO
	November 2, 2005


	General provisions
	Chapter One (Initial Provisions) establishes the free trade area, sets forth the objectives of the Agreement, and provides how the Parties shall interpret the agreement in light of its objectives.

Chapter Two (General Definitions) describes definitions of general application within the agreement. 

Chapter Eighteen (Transparency) sets the requirements designed to foster openness, transparency and fairness in the adoption and application of measures covered by the Agreement. 

Chapters Twenty-one and Twenty-two (Other Provisions) these two chapters refer to exceptions and state final provisions such as reserves, entry into force, amendments, withdrawal clause, and accession among others.  


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional Framework

Chapter nineteen establishes the Administrative Commission, the institution responsible for the implementation of the Agreement. The Commission is comprised of ministers or cabinet-level officials designated by each Country. 

Dispute Settlement
Chapter XVI. Investor - State proceeding regulated  by Section B

Chapter XIX Article  19-01.   Institutional Framework.

Chapter  XX Article  20-02. State – State Dispute Settlement Mechanism. 



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Mexico granted immediate tariff elimination of 73% of its total tariff items.
National treatment

Maximum general tariff elimination period of 10 years with exceptions of 15 years for 0.3% of tariff lines.

Provisions on import and export restrictions.

Provisions on used goods according to GATT article XX. 



	Product coverage
	100% Coverage 


	Rules of origin
	It provides for a specific chapter on rules of origin to determine dispositions that have to be complied in order that a good could be subject to preferential tariff treatment. It is also established an annex where all goods comprised in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule are correlated to a specific rule of origin. In addition, disciplines on accumulation, indirect materials, De Minimis, accessories, spare parts and tools, packaging materials and containers for retail sale, packing materials and containers for shipment and fungible goods and materials may be defined to provide exporters with additional alternatives to apply for preferential tariff treatment.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services

The Agreement provides market access across to most services and includes chapters such as cross-border trade in services, financial services, telecommunications and temporary entry for business people. 

The Agreement also provides provisions regarding to national treatment, most favored nation treatment and local presence. List of reservations (annexes) have not been negotiated yet.

Traditional market access to services is supplemented by strong and detailed disciplines on regulatory transparency.

Investment

The Agreement contains a broad but exhaustive definition of investment, based in the concept of enterprise. The chapter establishes the applicable scope and coverage regarding investments and investors. It contains principles and rules for non-discriminatory treatment including national treatment, most favored nation treatment and minimum standard of treatment according to customary international law. It also includes provisions on senior management and boards of directors, expropriation and compensation, performance requirements, reservations and exceptions, special formalities, transfer of funds and environmental measures. Obligations of national treatment, most favored nation treatment, senior management and board of directors and, performance requirements apply to all sectors unless explicitly mentioned in reservations lists. The chapter provides for an investor-State dispute settlement mechanism on investment matters before an impartial tribunal.

Government procurement chapter 

The Agreement guarantees national treatment in purchases by central or federal government entities or government owned enterprises included in this chapter. It provides broad goods, services and public works coverage and gives certainty through transparent, predictable and fair procurement procedures, by means of the establishment of general rules for each stage of the tendering procedure, such as the invitation to participate, time limits for tendering, tender documentation and awarding of contracts, among others. Additionally, the GP chapter includes a bid challenge article which ensures fair, open and impartial procurement procedures.



	Services coverage
	Modes of supply

The commitments for services include cross-border supply of services (including mode 1, 2 and 4).

A specific chapter on investment includes the mode 3 of services provision. 

Sectorial coverage

Cross-border trade in services chapter includes all services sector except air services including domestic and international air transportation services whether scheduled or non-scheduled, and related services in support air services other than (i) aircraft repair and maintenance services during which an aircraft is withdraw from services, (ii) specialty air services and (iii) computer reservation system services. List of reservations have not been negotiated yet.

The agreement also includes a number of important provisions on regulatory transparency



	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	SPS

The Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO SPS Agreement and establish the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Matters.

TBT

Chapter XIV - The parties reaffirm their commitment with WTO TBT Agreement and other signed international agreements rights and obligations. Emphasizing the right to adopt regulations for legitimate protection without creating unnecessary technical barriers to trade; the use of international standards; the use of international patterns as a base for national metrology patterns, the acceptance of foreign technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures; Most Favored Nation and national treatment provisions; health, environmental and labeling  provisions; compatibility, risk assessment and conformity assessment provisions; transparency through notification, publication, information centers, and technical cooperation and consultations Additionally, the treaty establishes a Committee for Standardization Measures, and Sub-Committees for Health, Labeling and Telecommunication Standardization Measures,  as well as the possibility to establish other sub-committees or working groups for themes such as: quality and identity, conformity assessment, good practices, risk assessment, environment and consumer protection.

Mutual Recognition

The parties shall, when possible, accept the other party conformity assessment results as equivalent as long as it accomplishes with the adopted technical regulation or standard. Parties will search for mutual benefits in giving accreditations, approbations, licenses and recognition for certification organisms in a non discrimination basis. Parties shall consider favorably requests from the other party to celebrate Mutual Recognition Agreements for conformity assessment procedures.

Customs

It provides for common dispositions about advance rulings, appeal procedures and customs formalities that have to be fulfilled by importers. Rights and obligations of importers and exporters that apply for preferential tariff treatment are also determined.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition

---
Intellectual Property

Parties shall provide to the nationals of another Party adequate and effective protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights while assuring that measures to enforce intellectual property rights do not themselves become barriers to legitimate trade. Establishes general clauses on more extensive intellectual property protection, national treatment, most favoured nation treatment, control of anticompetitive practices, cooperation with a view to eliminating trade in goods that infringe IPR and technical cooperation. Chapter 17 establishes a minimum level of protection that members nations have to accord to intellectual property and therefore give effect the substantive provisions of: (a) the Geneva Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of their Phonograms, (b) the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, (c) the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property; (d) Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations; and (e) Brussels Convention Relating to the Distribution of Programme-Carrying Signals Transmitted by Satellite. Embodies comprehensive trademark obligations, including well known trademarks. Trademarks shall be protected for at least ten years and registration shall be indefinitely renewable for the same period of time. Under this chapter, “geographical indications or indications as to source and appellations of origin” are defined in Article 1717. Requires the provision of the legal means to prevent unfair competition and the use of an indication misleading the public as to a good’s geographical origin. Subject to specific exceptions, a trademark registration that is misleading as to geographic origin must either be refused or invalidated. Article 1718 requires each country to provide the legal means to prevent the unauthorized disclosure, acquisition or use of trade secrets in a manner contrary to honest commercial practices such as breach of contract, breach of confidence and inducement to breach. However, this obligation does apply to the acquisition of trade secrets by persons who knew, or were grossly negligent in failing to know, that improper practices were involved in the acquisition of the undisclosed information. Requires protection for works covered by the Berne Convention. Protection is required for computer programs and for compilation of data. Provisions for Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations are also embodied in this chapter. Enforcement of intellectual property rights such as: general obligations, Civil and administrative procedures and remedies; provisional measures; border measures and criminal procedures. Article 1731 aims at protecting television programming content transmitted via encrypted satellite signals. Requires civil offences for the illicit manufacturing, importing and distributing of unauthorized decoding devices.

Environment

It contains provisions on environmental matters to prevent environmental degradation that trade or investment might cause. (Articles 16-14)



	Other
	Temporary Entry for Business Persons 

Chapter Twelve contains provisions relating the temporary entry of business persons into the other Parties, on a reciprocity basis, in order of facilitating investments, trade in goods and services.

Safeguards

The Parties will be able to apply to the imports of goods, made in accordance with this Agreement, a regime of safeguards whose application will be based on clear criteria, objectives, strict and with defined seasonally. The regime of safeguards anticipates measures of bilateral or global character.

Unfair Practices of Trade International 

The Parties reject all unfair practice of international trade and recognize the necessity to eliminate the subsidies to the export and other internal policies that cause distortions to the commerce.



	Changes in 2007
	-


	Expected changes in 2008
	-



	Agreement #6

FTA Mexico-Chile


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Mexico and Republic of Chile

Date of entry into force: August 1st, 1999

Type of agreement: Free Trade Agreement 



	Date of notification to the WTO
	February 27th, 2001


	General provisions
	Chapter One (Initial Provisions) establishes the free trade area and sets forth the objectives

of the Agreement. Also, the Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under agreements to which both countries are party.

Chapter Two (General Definitions) sets forth definitions of general application.

Chapter Sixteen (Transparency) sets out requirements designed to foster openness,

transparency, and fairness in the adoption and application of measures covered by the

Agreement. For example, each Party must promptly publish all laws, regulations,

procedures, and administrative rulings of general application regarding any matter

covered by the Agreement, or otherwise make them available to interested persons and

the other Party.

Chapter Nineteen (Exceptions) incorporates by reference the general exceptions

set forth in GATT Article XX and GATS Article XIV for the purposes of certain Chapters.

There are also exceptions related to security, taxation, balance of payments, and

disclosure of information that would impede law enforcement or contravene laws

protecting personal privacy or financial records.

Chapter Twenty (Final Provisions) provides terms for modifications and additions to the Agreement, convergence with other agreements, entry into force, as well as conditions for eventual adherent countries and further negotiations.


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Dispute Settlement
Chapter  IX.  Investor - State proceeding regulated  by  Section C

Chapter  XVII    Institutional framework.

Chapter  XVIII  State – State Dispute Settlement Mechanism 



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Mexico granted immediate tariff elimination on almost all its tariff items.

National treatment

Provisions on import and export restrictions.

Provisions on used goods according to GATT article XX 



	Product coverage
	99.9% Coverage 



	Rules of origin
	It provides for a specific chapter on rules of origin to determine dispositions that have to be complied in order that a good could be subject to preferential tariff treatment. It is also established an annex where all goods comprised in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule are correlated to a specific rule of origin. In addition, disciplines on accumulation, indirect materials, De Minimis, accessories, spare parts and tools, packaging materials and containers for retail sale, packing materials and containers for shipment and fungible goods and materials may be defined to provide exporters with additional alternatives to apply for preferential tariff treatment.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services

The Agreement provides market access across to most services and includes chapters such as cross-border trade in services, telecommunications and temporary entry for business people. 

The Agreement also provides provisions regarding to national treatment, most favored nation treatment, local presence and the annexes in which are set out the list of activities where the parties reserve its right to grant the provisions aforementioned.

Traditional market access to services is supplemented by strong and detailed disciplines on regulatory transparency.

Investment

The Agreement contains a broad but exhaustive definition of investment, based in the concept of enterprise. The chapter establishes the applicable scope and coverage regarding investments and investors. It contains principles and rules for non-discriminatory treatment including national treatment, most favored nation treatment and minimum standard of treatment according to customary international law. It also includes provisions on senior management and boards of directors, expropriation and compensation, performance requirements, reservations and exceptions, special formalities, transfer of funds and environmental measures. Obligations of national treatment, most favored nation treatment, senior management and board of directors and, performance requirements apply to all sectors unless explicitly mentioned in reservations lists. The chapter provides for an investor-State dispute settlement mechanism on investment matters before an impartial tribunal.

Government Procurement.

During the negotiation of this agreement, the parties decided that the GP chapter will be negotiated after the entry into force of the respective FTA and, for the moment, that chapter is referred to as the “future negotiation” article.



	Services coverage
	Modes of supply

The commitments for services include cross-border supply of services (including mode 1, 2 and 4).

A specific chapter on investment includes the mode 3 of services provision. 

Sectorial coverage

Cross-border trade in services chapter includes all services sector except air services including domestic and international air transportation services whether scheduled or non-scheduled, and related services in support air services other than (i) aircraft repair and maintenance services during which an aircraft is withdraw from services,  (ii) specialty air services and (iii) computer reservation system services. Some activities are reserved in the annexes in specific sectors such as: telecommunications, water transportation, land transportation, air transportation, educational services, fishing, professional, technical and specialized services, services to agriculture.

The agreement also includes a number of important provisions on regulatory transparency.


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	SPS

The Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO SPS Agreement and establish the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Matters.
TBT

Chapter 8 - The parties reaffirm their commitment with WTO TBT Agreement rights and obligations. Emphasizing the right to adopt regulations for legitimate protection without creating technical barriers to trade; the use of international standards; the use of international patterns as a base for national metrology patterns, the acceptance of foreign technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures; Most Favored Nation and national treatment provisions; service sector provisions; compatibility, risk assessment and conformity assessment provisions; transparency through notification, publication, information centers, and technical cooperation and consultations. Additionally, the treaty establishes a Committee for Standardization Measures, and Sub-Committees for Health, Labeling and Telecommunication standardization measures, as well as the possibility to establish other sub-committees or working groups for themes such as: quality and identity, conformity assessment, good practices, risk assessment, environment and consumer protection.

Mutual Recognition

The parties shall, when possible, accept the other party conformity assessment results as equivalent as long as it accomplishes with the adopted technical regulation or standard. Parties will search for mutual benefits in giving accreditations, approbations, licenses and recognition for certification organisms in a non discrimination basis. Parties shall consider favorably requests from the other party to celebrate Mutual Recognition Agreements for conformity assessment procedures.

Customs

It provides for common dispositions about advance rulings, appeal procedures and customs formalities that have to be fulfilled by importers. Rights and obligations of importers and exporters that apply for preferential tariff treatment are also determined.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition

Competition Policy, Monopolies and State Enterprises: Each Part will adopt or maintain measures that prohibit opposite practices of businesses to the competition and will undertake the actions that come on the matter, recognizing that these measures will help to obtain the objectives of this Treaty. With this aim, the Parts will occasionally make consultations on the effectiveness of the measures adopted by each Part. The Agreement have contain others subjects Companies of the State, Monopoly of the State and Committee of Commerce and Competition.

Intellectual Property

Parties shall provide to the nationals of another Party adequate and effective protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights while assuring that measures to enforce intellectual property rights do not themselves become barriers to legitimate trade. Establishes general clauses on more extensive intellectual property protection, national treatment, most favoured nation treatment, control of anticompetitive practices and cooperation with a view to eliminating trade in goods that infringe IPR. Chapter 17 establishes a minimum level of protection that members nations have to accord to intellectual property and therefore give effect the substantive provisions of: (a) the Geneva Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of their Phonograms, (b) the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, (c) the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property; and (d) Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations. Requires protection for works covered by the Berne Convention. Protection is required for computer programs and for compilation of data. Provisions for Performers and Producers of Phonograms are also embodied in this chapter. Article 1512 aims at protecting television programming content transmitted via encrypted satellite signals. This chapter requires civil offences for the unauthorized use of encrypted program-carrying satellite signals as well as for the illicit manufacturing, importing and distributing of unauthorized decoding devices. Embodies comprehensive trademark obligations, including well known trademarks. Trademarks shall be protected for at least ten years and registration shall be indefinitely renewable for the same period of time. Under this chapter, “appellations of origin” are protected in Article 1524 and its annex. Provisions of Article 23 of TRIPS Agreement shall be applied to appellations of origin. According to Annex 1524, Chile shall recognize the appellations of origin Tequila and Mezcal for its exclusive use as originated products of Mexico and shall not permit the importation, manufacture, or sale of any product bearing the appellation of origin as Tequila or Mezcal, unless it has been manufactured and certified in Mexico in accordance with Mexican laws, regulations and standards applicable to these products. Likewise, Mexico shall recognize the appellations of origin Pisco, Pajarete and Vino Asoleado for its exclusive use as originated products of Chile, as well as those wines with Chilean appellation of origin that will be determined by a bipartite. Accordingly, Mexico shall not permit the importation, manufacture, or sale of any product bearing the appellations of origin, unless they have been manufactured and certified in Chile in accordance with Chilean legislation applicable to these products. Besides Chile, this paragraph is subject to the rights that Mexico could recognize to Peru regarding Pisco. Enforcement of intellectual property rights such as: general obligations, civil and administrative procedures and remedies; provisional measures; border measures and criminal procedures.



	Other
	Temporary Entry for Business Persons

Chapter Thirteen contains provisions relating the temporary entry of business persons into the other Parties, on a reciprocity basis, in order of facilitating investments, trade in goods and services.

Safeguard of Measures

The Parties will be able to apply to the made imports of goods to the shelter of the Program of Tariff, a safeguard regime, whose application will be based on clear criteria, strict and with defined seasonally. The Parties will be able to adopt measures of safeguard of bilateral or global character.



	Changes in 2007
	-


	Expected changes in 2008
	-



	Agreement #7

Economic Partnership, Political Co-ordination and Co-operation Agreement between México and the European Union
The Agreement sets out the objective of establishing a free trade area in goods and services, the mutual opening of the procurement markets, the liberalization of capital movements and payments, as well as the adoption of disciplines in the fields of competition and intellectual property rights. The trade aspects of the Agreement were subsequently adopted through two decisions of the EU-Mexico Joint Council.

This was the first free trade area (FTA) between Europe and the American continent. The Mexico-EU FTA is a forward-looking and comprehensive agreement that offers increased opportunities for Mexican and European enterprises to create links, through the establishment of strategic alliances and the promotion of investments. This FTA gave Mexico the opportunity to increase its trade with a potential market above 455 million people.
Agreement #7 Mexico and European Community Free Trade Agreement

http://www.economia.gob.mx
http://www.economia-bruselas.gob.mx
http://ec.europa.eu/comm/external_relations/mexico/intro/index.htm


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: United Mexican States and the European Community and its Member States

Date of entry into force: 1 July 2000

Type of agreement:  Decisions No. 2/2000 and 2/2001 of the Mexico-EU Joint Council establish a free trade area over a transitional period lasting a maximum of ten years starting from the date of its entry into force.

Decision 2/2000 establishes the necessary conditions for the gradual and reciprocal liberalisation of trade in goods; for the gradual and mutual opening of the government procurement markets of the Parties; as well as establishing a co-operation mechanism for competition matters, a consultation mechanism with respect to intellectual property, and a dispute settlement mechanism. 

Decision 2/2001 (entered into forced on 1st March 2001) lays down the necessary arrangements for the implementation of: the progressive and reciprocal liberalization of trade in services; the progressive liberalization of investment and related payments; adequate and effective protection of intellectual property rights; and the establishment of a dispute settlement mechanism. 

Additional Protocol to the Economic Partnership, Political Coordination and Cooperation Agreement (signed on 2 April 2004) between the European Community and its Member States, of the one part, and the United Mexican States, of the other part, to take account of the accession of the Czech Republic, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Cyprus, the Republic of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Malta, the Republic of Poland, the Republic of Slovenia and the Slovak Republic to the European Union.



	Date of notification to the WTO
	1 August 2000 and 21 June 2002



	General provisions
	Exceptions and Reservations: The Mexico-EU FTA does not preclude the adoption or enforcement of measures which are necessary to protect public morals, to protect human, animal or plant life or health, to secure compliance with laws or regulations which are inconsistent with the FTA, including those relating to customs enforcement, the protection of intellectual property rights; and the prevention of deceptive practices, relate to the importation or exportation of gold or silver, relate to the protection of national treasures of artistic, historic or archaeological value, or relate to the conservation of exhaustible natural resources if such measures are made effective in conjunction with restrictions on domestic production or consumption.  However, such prohibitions or restrictions shall not constitute a means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination where the same conditions prevail or a disguised restriction on trade between the Parties.  Finally, an exception clause relating to national security is contained in the Global Agreement and applies to the Mexico-EU FTA.

Accession: The Mexico-EU FTA does not contain any provision allowing other countries to accede to the FTA. Neither does the Global Agreement.

Consultation and Dispute Settlement Procedure: Either party may request consultations within the Joint Committee with respect to any matter relating to the application or interpretation of the Mexico-EU FTA or affecting its operation. Differences are settled by means of a decision.

Furthermore, when a Party considers that a measure violates a provision of the Mexico-EU FTA it may request the establishment of a panel which consists of 3 arbitrators selected by the Parties.  The arbitration panel takes decisions by majority votes and its rulings are binding.  The panel procedure foresees that a panel issues an initial and final report within a certain timeframe, with which the Parties are obliged to comply.  If a Party fails to implement a panel report, the other Party is entitled to suspend benefits under the Decision.  The arbitration panel can upon request intervene in different stages of the implementation, including on a reasonable period of time, consistency of implementation measures with a panel report, suspension of benefits etc. The dispute settlement procedures under the Mexico-EU FTA are without prejudice to each Party's rights and obligations under the WTO Agreement.

Relation with other Trade Agreements: The Mexico-EU FTA does not preclude the maintenance or establishment of customs unions, free trade areas or other arrangements between either Party and third countries, except insofar as they do not alter the rights and obligations provided for in the FTA.  Consultations are foreseen between the Parties within the Joint Committee on agreements establishing or adjusting customs unions or free trade areas and, where required, on other major issues related to the Parties' respective trade policies with third countries.

Previous Agreements: Decision No. 2/2000 is based on the Interim Agreement on Trade and Trade Related Matters which entered into force on 1 July 1998 and ceased to exist on 1 October 2000 once the Global Agreement entered into force.  Decision No. 2/2000 was then deemed to have been adopted by the Joint Council of the Global Agreement.  The objective of this Agreement is to establish a framework to develop and strengthen trade between the Parties, including the progressive liberalisation of trade in goods in accordance with Article XXIV GATT.  Furthermore, the objectives of the Global Agreement are: to institutionalise a political dialogue between the Parties; to strengthen commercial and economic relations by means of progressive and reciprocal liberalisation of trade in services and goods in conformity with the WTO rules; and to strengthen and amplify co-operation.


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional framework

A Joint Council is established by the Global Agreement and meets at Ministerial level.  It supervises the implementation of that Agreement and takes Decisions in the cases provided for in the Agreement.  The Joint Council is assisted in the performance of its duties by a Joint Committee, composed of senior civil servants, to which the Joint Council may delegate any of its powers.  Decision No. 2/2000 foresees in a number of specific duties of the Joint Committee with respect to trade and other related matters.  This committee is inter alia responsible for supervising the implementation and operation of this Decision, undertaking consultations, and taking decisions with regard to a number of issues.  Finally, a number of special committees are established by this Decision.  These assist the Joint Council and the Joint Committee in the administration of this Decision.
Dispute Settlement

Title VII    Article 48   Institutional Framework.

Title VI   Article 41. Chapter I State – State Dispute Settlement Mechanism.


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Mexico granted immediate tariff elimination 38% of its total tariff items.

National treatment

Maximum general tariff elimination period of 10 years.

Draw back provisions as of January 1st, 2003.

Tariff acceleration provisions.

Provisions on import and export restrictions.

Provisions on used goods according to GATT article XX. 



	Product coverage
	97% Coverage 



	Rules of origin
	Each FTA provides for a specific chapter on rules of origin to determine dispositions that have to be complied in order that a good could be subject to preferential tariff treatment. It is also established an annex where all goods comprised in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule are correlated to a specific rule of origin. In addition, disciplines on accumulation, indirect materials, De Minimis, accessories, spare parts and tools, packaging materials and containers for retail sale, packing materials and containers for shipment and fungible goods and materials may be defined to provide exporters with additional alternatives to apply for preferential tariff treatment.

In general specific rules of origin rely on the criterion of manufacturing or processing operations.



	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services

The Agreement provides market access across to most services and includes chapters such as cross-border trade in services and financial services.

The Agreement also provides provisions regarding to national treatment, most favored nation treatment and market access. Lists of reservations (annexes) have not been negotiated yet. 

Traditional market access to services is supplemented by strong and detailed disciplines on regulatory transparency.

Investment

The Agreement contains a title on investment and related payments. It includes provisions and commitments regarding the progressive elimination of restrictions of payments related to investments. It also includes standstill commitments, safeguard measures with regard to monetary and exchange rate policies, a balance of payment clause, promotion and a clause which establishes the commitment to review the investment legal framework, the investment climate and the flows of investment between the parties consistent with their commitments in international investment agreements, not later than three years after the entry into force of the Agreement. It recalls their international commitments with regard to investment, specially those in the framework of the OECD Codes of Liberalization and the OECD National Treatment Instrument.

Government procurement 

The Agreement guarantees national and non-discriminatory treatment in purchases by central or federal government entities or government owned enterprises included in this title. With regard to monetary thresholds, the twenty five countries integrated in the EU apply the values as established in the WTO Government Procurement Agreement (GPA), while Mexico applies those agreed in the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). The government procurement title provides broad goods, services and public works coverage.  As to the tender procedures, such as the invitation to participate, time limits for tendering, tender documentation and awarding of contracts, among others, Mexico applies those established in the NAFTA GP chapter and the EU applies the GPA tender procedures. All of these procedures are equivalent and give certainty and transparency. Additionally, the GP title includes a bid challenge article which ensures fair, open and impartial procurement procedures.


	Services coverage
	Modes of supply

The commitments for services include cross-border supply of services (including mode 1, 2, 3 and 4).

Sectorial coverage

Cross-border trade in services chapter includes all services sector except audiovisual services, air services including domestic and international air transportation services whether scheduled or non-scheduled, and related services in support air services other than (i) aircraft repair and maintenance services during which an aircraft is withdraw from services, (ii) selling and marketing of air transport services and (iii) computer reservation system services, and maritime cabotage.

The agreement also includes a number of important provisions on regulatory transparency



	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	SPS

The Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO SPS Agreement and establish the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Matters.

TBT

Chapter 19 - The parties reaffirm their commitment with WTO TBT Agreement rights and obligations. Emphasizing the right to adopt regulations for legitimate protection without creating unnecessary technical barriers to trade; the use of international standards; non-discrimination; cooperation and assistance; and transparency through notification, publication, information centers.  Additionally, the treaty establishes a Special Committee for Standards and Technical Regulations.

Customs

The FTA establishes a specific Annex regarding customs procedures which provide for common dispositions about customs formalities that have to be fulfilled by importers. Rights and obligations of importers and exporters that apply for preferential tariff treatment are also determined.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition

The Parties undertake to apply their respective competition laws so as to avoid that the benefits of this Decision may be diminished or cancelled out by anti-competitive activities.

Intellectual Property

Parties confirm their obligations arising from the Agreement on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement); the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property; the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works; and the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

Parties confirm the importance they attach to the obligations arising fromm the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV Convention) Act 1978 or Act 1991.

Parties shall complete the necessary procedures for their accession to the Budapest Treaty on the International Recognition of the Deposit of Microorganisms for the Purposes of Patent Procedure and the Nice Agreement Concerning the International Classification of Goods and Services for the Purposes of the Registration of Marks; and shall make every effort to accede to the WIPO Copyright Treaty and WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty.

There is a Special Committee on Intellectual Property Matters that shall be comprised of representatives of the Parties with a view to reaching mutually satisfactory solutions to difficulties arising in the protection of intellectual property.

Environment

It contains comprehensive provisions for environmental cooperation. (Title VI, Article 34)



	Other
	Safeguard Clause

Safeguard measures shall not exceed what is necessary to remedy the difficulties which have arisen and should normally consist of the suspension of the further reduction of any applicable rate of duty provided for under this Decision for the product concerned or the increase of the rate of duty for that product.

Antidumping and countervailing measures

The Community and Mexico confirm their rights and obligations arising from the WTO Agreement on Implementation of Article VI of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994 and from the WTO Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures


	Changes in 2007
	-


	Expected changes in 2008
	-



	Agreement #8

FTA Mexico-Israel


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: United Mexican States and the State of Israel

Date of entry into force: July 1, 2000

Type of agreement: Free trade agreement 



	Date of notification to the WTO
	February 22, 2001


	General provisions
	Chapter One (General Provisions): establishes the free trade area, sets forth definitions of general application and the objectives of the Agreement. The Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to WTO Agreement and other agreements to which both Parties are party.



	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Chapter X (Institutional Provisions and Dispute Settlement Procedures)

Institutional provisions 

The Agreement establishes the Free Trade Commission (FTC), which is the institution responsible for overseeing the implementation of the Agreement.  The FTC is comprised of Ministers responsible of international trade or by their representatives.

Dispute Settlement Procedures
Chapter  X Section A. Article  10-01.   Institutional Framework: A Free Trade Commission integrated by representatives of each Party. 

Chapter  IX.  Investor - State proceeding regulated  by  Section C

Chapter X. Section B.   State – State Dispute Settlement Mechanism.


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Mexico granted immediate tariff elimination for 60% of its total tariff items.

National treatment

Mexico’s tariff elimination in 2005.

Tariff acceleration provisions.

Provisions on import and export restrictions.

Provisions on used goods according to GATT article XX. 



	Product coverage
	91% Coverage 



	Rules of origin
	It provides for a specific chapter on rules of origin to determine dispositions that have to be complied in order that a good could be subject to preferential tariff treatment. It is also established an annex where all goods comprised in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule are correlated to a specific rule of origin. In addition, disciplines on accumulation, indirect materials, De Minimis, accessories, spare parts and tools, packaging materials and containers for retail sale, packing materials and containers for shipment and fungible goods and materials may be defined to provide exporters with additional alternatives to apply for preferential tariff treatment.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services

Out of scope.

Investment

No investment provisions.

Government procurement chapter 

The Agreement guarantees national treatment in purchases by central or federal government entities or government owned enterprises included in this chapter. With regard to monetary thresholds, Israel applies its values as established in the WTO Government Procurement Agreement (GPA), while Mexico applies those agreed in the North American Free Trade Agreement. The government procurement chapter provides broad goods, services and public works coverage and gives certainty through transparent, predictable and fair procurement procedures, by means of the establishment of general rules for each stage of the tendering procedure, such as the invitation to participate, time limits for tendering, tender documentation and awarding of contracts, among others. Additionally, the GP chapter includes a bid challenge article which ensures fair, open and impartial procurement procedures.


	Services coverage
	Out of scope.


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	TBT

Chapter 6-06 and 7-02 - The parties reaffirm their commitment with WTO TBT Agreement rights and obligations, emphasizing the right to adopt regulations for legitimate protection without creating unnecessary technical barriers to trade; the use of international standards; transparency through notification, publication, information centers, and technical consultations.

Mutual Recognition

The parties shall, when possible, accept the other party conformity assessment results as equivalent as long as it accomplishes with the adopted technical regulation or standard. Parties will search for mutual benefits in giving accreditations, approbations, licenses and recognition for certification organisms in a non discrimination basis. Parties shall consider favorably requests from the other party to celebrate Mutual Recognition Agreements for conformity assessment procedures.
Customs

It provides for common dispositions about advance rulings, appeal procedures and customs formalities that have to be fulfilled by importers. Rights and obligations of importers and exporters that apply for preferential tariff treatment are also determined.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition

Competition Policy, Monopolies and State Enterprises:  The Parts will apply their legislation of competition to avoid opposite practices to the competition that can have adverse effects in their commercial relations that affect the objectives of this Treaty. With this aim, the Parts will occasionally make consultations on the effectiveness of the measures adopted by each Part and contain Cooperation, Monopoly, and Companies of the State and Restrictive agreements to the competition.

Intellectual Property

In this FTA is not included an Intellectual Property Rights Chapter. However, in Chapter VII. WTO Rights and Obligations, Article 7-05: Intellectual Property, it is established that both Mexico and Israel confirm their rights and obligations regarding intellectual property rights in accordance with Agreement on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement).

On the other hand, specific protection for Mexican appellations of origin is granted under Chapter II. Trade in Goods, Article 2-05. Distinctive Products, Annex 2-05.
In this sense, Israel shall recognize Tequila and Mezcal as distinctive products as well as geographical indications in respect to spirits drinks. Accordingly, Israel shall assure Mexico legal means for exercising its rights against any importation, manufacture or sale of any spirit drink as Tequila and Mezcal that have not been manufactured in accordance with Mexican laws and regulations applicable to the appellation of origin or geographical indication.

Article 22 to 24 of the TRIPS Agreement shall be applied to such geographical indications.



	Other
	Safeguard of Measures

The Parties will be able to apply to the made imports of goods to the shelter of the Program of Tariff, a safeguard regime, whose application will be based on clear criteria, strict and with defined seasonally. The Parties will be able to adopt measures of safeguard of bilateral or global character.

Rights and Obligations from the WTO

The Parties confirm their rights and obligations arising from the WTO Agreement on Implementation of Article VI of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994 and from the WTO Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures.


	Changes in 2007
	-


	Expected changes in 2008
	-



	Agreement #9

Northern Triangle (El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico)


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Mexico, the Republic of El Salvador, the Republic of Guatemala, and the Republic of Honduras

Date of entry into force: March 15, 2001 with the Republic of El Salvador and the Republic of Guatemala, and June 1, 2001 with Honduras.

Type of Agreement: Free Trade Agreement


	Date of notification to the WTO
	July 12, 2006


	General provisions
	Chapter One (Initial Provisions) establishes the free trade area, sets forth the objectives of the Agreement, and provides how the Parties shall interpret the agreement in light of its objectives.

Chapter Two (General Definitions) describes definitions of general application within the agreement. 

Chapter Seventeen (Transparency) sets the requirements designed to foster openness, transparency and fairness in the adoption and application of measures covered by the Agreement.

Chapter Nineteen (Dispute Resolution) establishes all the conflict resolution procedures under the Agreement.

Chapter Twenty (Exceptions) incorporates by reference the general exceptions adopted in the Agreement such as the GATT Article XX.

Chapter Twenty-one (Final Provisions) this chapter refers to reserves, entry into force, amendments, withdrawal clause, and accession, among others.



	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional Framework 
Chapter eighteen establishes the Administrative Commission, the institution responsible for the implementation of the Agreement. The Commission is comprised of ministers or cabinet-level officials designated by each Country. 

Dispute Settlement 
Chapter XIV.   Investor - State proceeding regulated  by  Section B 

Chapter  XVIII. Article 18-01.  Institutional Framework.

Chapter XIX Article 19-01. State – State. Dispute Settlement Mechanism   


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Mexico granted immediate tariff elimination for 73% of its total tariff items.

National treatment

Maximum general tariff elimination period of 10 years.

Provisions on drawback and duties exemptions for exported goods.

Tariff acceleration provisions.

Provisions on import and export restrictions.

Provisions on used goods according to GATT article XX. 



	Product coverage
	98% Coverage 



	Rules of origin
	It provides for a specific chapter on rules of origin to determine dispositions that have to be complied in order that a good could be subject to preferential tariff treatment. It is also established an annex where all goods comprised in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule are correlated to a specific rule of origin. In addition, disciplines on accumulation, indirect materials, De Minimis, accessories, spare parts and tools, packaging materials and containers for retail sale, packing materials and containers for shipment and fungible goods and materials may be defined to provide exporters with additional alternatives to apply for preferential tariff treatment.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services

The Agreement provides market access across to most services and includes chapters such as cross-border trade in services, financial services, telecommunications and temporary entry for business people. 

The Agreement also provides provisions regarding to national treatment, most favored nation treatment, local presence and the annexes in which are set out the list of activities where the parties reserve its right to grant the provisions aforementioned.

Traditional market access to services is supplemented by strong and detailed disciplines on regulatory transparency.

Investment

The Agreement contains a broad but exhaustive definition of investment, based in the concept of enterprise. The chapter establishes the applicable scope and coverage regarding investments and investors. It contains principles and rules for non-discriminatory treatment including national treatment, most favored nation treatment and minimum standard of treatment according to customary international law. It also includes provisions on senior management and boards of directors, expropriation and compensation, performance requirements, reservations and exceptions, special formalities, transfer of funds and environmental measures. Obligations of national treatment, most favored nation treatment, senior management and board of directors and, performance requirements apply to all sectors unless explicitly mentioned in reservations lists. The chapter provides for an investor-State dispute settlement mechanism on investment matters before an impartial tribunal.

Government Procurement.

During the negotiation of this agreement, the parties decided that the GP chapter will be negotiated after the entry into force of the respective FTA and, for the moment, that chapter is referred to as the “future negotiation” article.



	Services coverage
	Modes of supply

The commitments for services include cross-border supply of services (including mode 1, 2 and 4).

A specific chapter on investment includes the mode 3 of services provision. 

Sectorial coverage

Cross-border trade in services chapter includes all services sector except air services including domestic and international air transportation services whether scheduled or non-scheduled, and related services in support of air services other than (i) aircraft repair and maintenance services during which an aircraft is withdraw from services, (ii) specialty air services and (iii) computer reservation system services. Some activities are reserved in the annexes in specific sectors such as: telecommunications, water transportation, land transportation, air transportation, educational services, fishing, professional, technical and specialized services, services to agriculture.

The agreement also includes a number of important provisions on regulatory transparency



	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	SPS

The Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO SPS Agreement and establish the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Matters.

TBT

Chapter XV - The parties reaffirm their commitment with WTO TBT Agreement rights and obligations. Emphasizing the right to adopt regulations for legitimate protection without creating technical barriers to trade; the use of international standards; the use of international patterns as a base for national metrology patterns, the acceptance of foreign technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures; Most Favored Nation and national treatment provisions;; compatibility, risk assessment and conformity assessment provisions; transparency through notification, publication, information centers and technical consultation. Additionally, the treaty establishes a Committee for Standardization Measures, and Sub-Committees for Labeling and Packaging, Approbation procedures and Telecommunications.

Mutual Recognition

The parties shall, when possible, accept the other party conformity assessment results as equivalent as long as it accomplishes with the adopted technical regulation or standard. Parties will search for mutual benefits in giving accreditations, approbations, licenses and recognition for certification organisms in a non discrimination basis. Parties shall consider favorably requests from the other party to celebrate Mutual Recognition Agreements for conformity assessment procedures.

Customs

It provides for common dispositions about advance rulings, appeal procedures and customs formalities that have to be fulfilled by importers. Rights and obligations of importers and exporters that apply for preferential tariff treatment are also determined.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition

---
Intellectual Property

Parties shall provide to the nationals of another Party adequate and effective protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights while assuring that measures to enforce intellectual property rights do not themselves become barriers to legitimate trade. Chapter 16 establishes a minimum level of protection that members nations have to accord to intellectual property and therefore give effect the substantive provisions of: (a) the Geneva Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of their Phonograms, (b) the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, (c) the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property; and (d) Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations. Establishes general clauses on more extensive intellectual property protection, national treatment, most favoured nation treatment, control of anticompetitive practices and cooperation with a view to eliminating trade in goods that infringe IPR. Requires protection for works covered by the Berne Convention. Protection is required for computer programs and for compilation of data. Provisions for Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations are also embodied in this chapter. Article 1613 aims at protecting television programming content transmitted via encrypted satellite signals. This chapter requires civil or criminal offences for the unauthorized use of encrypted program-carrying satellite signals. Embodies comprehensive trademark obligations, including well known trademarks. Trademarks shall be protected for at least ten years and registration shall be indefinitely renewable for the same period of time. Patents must be available in all fields of technology, with exclusions permitted for certain reasons. Subject to exceptions, patents are required to be available and patent rights enjoyable without discrimination as to the field of technology, the place of invention or whether products are imported or locally produced. The Chapter lists a number of conditions governing compulsory licensing and government use. Time protection for patents shall be for at least twenty years from the date of filing. Each Party may apply the provisions set forth in the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV Convention). Utility models shall be protected for at least ten years. Requires protection for independently created industrial designs that are new or original and recognizes the owner's exclusive right to their commercial use. Industrial designs shall be protected for at least ten years. Requires each country to provide the legal means to prevent the unauthorized disclosure, acquisition or use of trade secrets in a manner contrary to honest commercial practices such as breach of contract, breach of confidence and inducement to breach. Demands protection for the information that companies have to give to the government to get marketing approval for new pharmaceutical or agricultural chemical products. Under this chapter, “geographical indications and appellations of origin” are protected in Article 1638. This Article sets forth the provision of the legal means to prevent unfair competition and the use of an indication misleading the public as to a good's geographical origin. Subject to specific exceptions, a trademark registration that is misleading as to geographic origin must either be refused or invalidated. Accordingly, Parties shall not permit the importation, manufacture, or sale of any product bearing protected geographical indications or appellations of origin, unless they have been manufactured and certified in any of the Parties, in accordance with the legislation applicable. Enforcement of intellectual property rights such as: general obligations, Civil and administrative procedures and remedies; provisional measures; border measures and criminal procedures.



	Other
	Temporary Entry for Business Persons 

Chapter Thirteen contains provisions relating the temporary entry of business persons into the other Parties, on a reciprocity basis, in order of facilitating investments, trade in goods and services.

Safeguards of Measures

The Parties will be able to apply to the imports of goods, made in accordance with this Agreement, a regime of safeguards whose application will be based on clear criteria, objectives, strict and with defined seasonally. The regime of safeguards anticipates measures of bilateral or global character.

Unfair Practices of Trade International

The Parties reject all unfair practice of international trade and recognize the necessity to eliminate the subsidies to the export and other internal policies that cause distortions to the commerce.



	Changes in 2007
	-


	Expected changes in 2008
	-



	Agreement #10

FTA Mexico-European Free Trade Association 

The text of the Agreement is available in:

Ministry of Economy of Mexico:  http://www.economia.gob.mx/index.jsp?P=2118
EFTA Secretariat: http://secretariat.efta.int/Web/ExternalRelations/PartnerCountries/Mexico
WTO: Document WT/REG126/1


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	The Parties to the Agreement (hereinafter “the Agreement”) are the States of the European Free Trade Association (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland) on the one hand, and the United Mexican States (hereinafter “Mexico”), on the other hand.  The Agreement applies to the customs territories of the Parties.

The Agreement and the bilateral agricultural arrangements were signed on 27 November 2000 in Mexico City and entered into force on 1 July 2001.

The Agreement creates a free-trade area in conformity with the criteria set out in Article XXIV:8(b) of GATT 1994.  While the Agreement does not contain a transitional period for the EFTA States for the abolition of duties and other restrictions on trade, Mexico has a transitional period lasting a maximum of 10 years for certain products.  The bilateral agricultural arrangements introduce substantial liberalisation of trade in agricultural goods.


	Date of notification to the WTO
	The Agreement and the bilateral agricultural arrangements, as the instruments creating the Free Trade Area between the EFTA States and Mexico, were notified on 25 July 2001 to the Council for Trade in Goods and to the Council for Trade in Services in accordance with Article XXIV:7(a) of GATT 1994 and Article V:7(a) of the GATS.


	General provisions
	The objectives of the Agreement are to establishes the necessary conditions for the gradual and reciprocal liberalisation of trade in goods, the liberalisation of trade in services, the progressive liberalisation of investment, the opening of government procurement markets, a co-operation mechanism for competition, and an adequate and effective protection of intellectual property rights.

The free-trade area established by the Agreement and the bilateral agricultural arrangements provide the framework for future trade relations between the EFTA States and Mexico.

Exceptions

Article 17 of the Agreement is based on the language of GATT Art. XX (General Exceptions), with some minor exceptions.  However, such prohibitions or restrictions shall not constitute a means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination where the same conditions prevail or a disguised restriction on trade between the Parties.  Furthermore, Article 18 of the Agreement relates to security exceptions.

Accession

According to Article 82 of the Agreement, any State may, upon invitation by the Joint Committee, become a Party to the Agreement.  The terms and conditions are subject to an agreement between the Parties and the invited State.


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Dispute Settlement

III.  Investor - State proceeding regulated by Section V.

VII Institutional Provisions.   Institutional Framework.

VIII  State  - State Dispute Settlement Mechanism.



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Mexico granted immediate tariff elimination for 38% of its total tariff items.

National treatment

Total tariff elimination in 2007 for industrial goods and 2011 for agricultural and fishery products.

Tariff acceleration provisions.

Provisions on import and export restrictions.

Provisions on used goods according to GATT article XX.



	Product coverage
	92% Coverage 



	Rules of origin
	Each FTA provides for a specific chapter on rules of origin to determine dispositions that have to be complied in order that a good could be subject to preferential tariff treatment. It is also established an annex where all goods comprised in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule are correlated to a specific rule of origin. In addition, disciplines on accumulation, indirect materials, De Minimis, accessories, spare parts and tools, packaging materials and containers for retail sale, packing materials and containers for shipment and fungible goods and materials may be defined to provide exporters with additional alternatives to apply for preferential tariff treatment.

In general specific rules of origin rely on the criterion of manufacturing or processing operations


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services

The Agreement provides market access across to most services and includes chapters such as cross-border trade in services and financial services.

The Agreement also provides provisions regarding to national treatment, most favored nation treatment and market access. Lists of reservations (annexes) have not been negotiated yet. 

Traditional market access to services is supplemented by strong and detailed disciplines on regulatory transparency.

Investment

The Agreement contains provisions and commitments regarding rights of free transfer, into and out of their territories, including initial plus any additional capital, returns, payments under contract, royalties and fees, proceeds from the sale or liquidation of all or any part of an investment. It also includes safeguard measures with regard to monetary and exchange rate policies, a balance of payment clause and a clause which recalls the commitment to review, not later than three years after the entry into force of the Agreement, the investment legal framework, the investment climate and the flows of investment between the parties, consistent with international investment agreements. It contains commitments for promoting stable investment climates and recall their international commitments, specially those under the OECD Codes of Liberalization of Capital Movements and the OECD National Treatment Instrument.

Government procurement chapter 

The Agreement guarantees national and non-discriminatory treatment in purchases by central or federal government entities or government owned enterprises included in this title. With regard to monetary thresholds, the 4 countries integrated in the EFTA apply the values as established in the WTO Government Procurement Agreement (GPA), while Mexico applies those agreed in the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). The government procurement title provides broad goods, services and public works coverage.  As to the tender procedures, such as the invitation to participate, time limits for tendering, tender documentation and awarding of contracts, among others, Mexico applies those established in the NAFTA GP chapter and the EFTA applies the GPA tender procedures. All of these procedures are equivalent and give certainty and transparency. Additionally, the GP title includes a bid challenge article which ensures fair, open and impartial procurement procedures.



	Services coverage
	Modes of supply

The commitments for services include cross-border supply of services (including mode 1, 2, 3 and 4).

Sectorial coverage

Cross-border trade in services chapter includes all services sector except audiovisual services, air services including domestic and international air transportation services whether scheduled or non-scheduled, and related services in support air services other than (i) aircraft repair and maintenance services during which an aircraft is withdraw from services, (ii) selling and marketing of air transport services and (iii) computer reservation system services, and maritime cabotage.

The agreement also includes a number of important provisions on regulatory transparency.


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	TBT 

Chapter 10 - The parties reaffirm their commitment with WTO TBT Agreement rights and obligations. Emphasizing the right to adopt regulations for legitimate protection without creating technical barriers to trade. Parties compromise to enhace cooperation in technical regulations, standards and conformity assessment issues, particularly through information exchange and assistance. Additionally, the treaty establishes a Joint Committee for consultation on standardization measures to find solutions to trade issues that might arise between the parties, in the scope of the WTO TBT Agreement.
Customs

The FTA establishes a specific Annex regarding customs procedures which provide for common dispositions about customs formalities that have to be fulfilled by importers. Rights and obligations of importers and exporters that apply for preferential tariff treatment are also determined.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition

The Parties undertake to apply their respective competition laws so as to avoid that the benefits of this Agreement may be undermined or nullified by anticompetitive business conduct. The Parties shall give particular attention to anticompetitive agreements, abuse of market power and anticompetitive mergers and acquisitions in accordance with their respective competition laws.

Intellectual Property

According to Article 69, Parties shall grant and ensure adequate, effective and non-discriminatory protection of intellectual property rights, and provide for measures for the enforcement of such rights against infringement, counterfeiting and piracy, in accordance with the provisions of this Article and Annex XXI. Parties shall accord to each others’ nationals’ treatment not less favorable than that they accord to their own nationals. Exemptions from this obligation shall be in accordance with the substantive provisions of Article 3 of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement). Parties shall also grant to each others’ nationals treatment not less favorable than that accorded to nationals of any other State. Exemptions from this obligation shall be in accordance with the substantive provisions of the TRIPS Agreement, in particular Articles 4 and 5 thereof. Upon request of any Party, the Joint Committee shall hold consultations on issues concerning the protection of intellectual property rights, with a view to reaching mutually satisfactory solutions to difficulties that may arise in this context. Within Annex XXI Protection of Intellectual Property referred to in Article 69, Parties reaffirm their commitment to comply with the obligations set out in: the TRIPS Agreement; the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property; the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works; and Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations. Parties confirm the importance they attach to their obligations arising from the Patent Co-operation Treaty and  shall complete the necessary procedures for their accession to the Budapest Treaty on the International Recognition of the Deposit of Microorganisms for the Purposes of Patent Procedure and the Nice Agreement Concerning the International Classification of Goods and Services for the Purposes of the Registration of Marks; and the the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV Convention). Parties shall make every effort to accede to the WIPO Copyright Treaty and WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty. Parties shall hold expert consultations, upon request of a Party, on international activities, relations and developments in the field of intellectual property. Some additional substantive standards are included in Article 3 of such Annex: adequate and effective protection of copyright, including computer programmes and compilations of data, as well as of neighboring rights; of trademarks, including collective marks, for goods and services, in particular of well-known trademarks; of industrial designs by providing in particular a period of protection of 15 years in total; of patent for technological inventions; and of undisclosed information and topographies of integrated circuits consistent with the level provided for in the TRIPS Agreement. Compulsory licensing of patents shall only be granted under the conditions established in Article 31 of the TRIPS Agreement Parties shall provide adequate and effective means to protect geographical indications with regard to all products, including appellations of origin. Parties shall provide in their respective laws for enforcement of IPR consistent with the level provided for in the TRIPS Agreement, Likewise, Mexico with each EFTA States signed bilateral Agricultural Agreements concerning trade in agricultural products. As an Annex of these Agreements, Parties accorded provisions on the mutual recognition and protection of designations for spirit drinks where Tequila, Mezcal and Bacanora are protected as spirits drinks originated in Mexico.



	Other
	Safeguards

The import country will be able to adopt appropriate measures under the conditions and in accordance with the procedures established in this article.

Antidumping

The Parties confirm their rights and obligations arising from the WTO Agreement on Implementation of Article VI of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994 and from the WTO Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures.


	Changes in 2007
	-


	Expected changes in 2008
	-



	Agreement #11

FTA Mexico-Uruguay


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: Mexico and Eastern Republic of Uruguay

Date of entry into force: July 15th, 2004

Type of agreement: Free Trade Agreement 



	Date of notification to the WTO
	Notification pending 



	General provisions
	Chapter One (Initial Provisions) establishes the free trade area and sets forth the objectives

of the Agreement. Also, the Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under agreements to which both Parties are party.

Chapter Two (General Definitions) sets forth definitions of general application.

Chapter Sixteen (Transparency) sets out requirements designed to foster openness,

transparency, and fairness in the adoption and application of measures covered by the

Agreement. For example, each Party must promptly publish all laws, regulations,

procedures, and administrative rulings of general application regarding any matter

covered by the Agreement, or otherwise make them available to interested persons and

the other Party.

Chapter Nineteen (Exceptions) incorporates by reference the general exceptions

set forth in GATT Article XX and GATS Article XIV for the purposes of certain Chapters.

There are also exceptions related to essential security, taxation, balance of payments, and

disclosure of information that would impede law enforcement or contravene laws

protecting personal privacy or financial records.

Chapter Twenty (Final Provisions) provides terms for modifications and additions to the Agreement, convergence with other agreements, entry into force, as well as conditions for eventual adherent countries and further negotiations.


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	

	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Mexico granted immediate tariff elimination on most products.

Special quotas for cheese and meat from Uruguay.

National treatment
Provisions on import and export restrictions.

Provisions on used goods according to GATT article XX. 



	Product coverage
	94% Coverage 



	Rules of origin
	It provides for a specific chapter on rules of origin to determine dispositions that have to be complied in order that a good could be subject to preferential tariff treatment. It is also established an annex where all goods comprised in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule are correlated to a specific rule of origin. In addition, disciplines on accumulation, indirect materials, De Minimis, accessories, spare parts and tools, packaging materials and containers for retail sale, packing materials and containers for shipment and fungible goods and materials may be defined to provide exporters with additional alternatives to apply for preferential tariff treatment.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services

The Agreement provides market access across to most services and includes chapters such as cross-border trade in services, telecommunications and temporary entry for business people. 

The Agreement also provides provisions regarding to national treatment, most favored nation treatment and local presence. Lists of reservations (annexes) have not been negotiated. 

Traditional market access to services is supplemented by strong and detailed disciplines on regulatory transparency.

Investment

The Agreement contains a broad but exhaustive definition of investment, based in the concept of enterprise. The chapter establishes the applicable scope and coverage regarding investments and investors. It contains principles and rules for non-discriminatory treatment including national treatment, most favored nation treatment and minimum standard of treatment according to customary international law. It also includes provisions on senior management and boards of directors, expropriation and compensation, performance requirements, reservations and exceptions, special formalities, transfer of funds and environmental measures. Obligations of national treatment, most favored nation treatment, senior management and board of directors and, performance requirements apply to all sectors unless explicitly mentioned in reservations lists. The chapter provides for an investor-State dispute settlement mechanism on investment matters before an impartial tribunal.

Government Procurement.

During the negotiation of this agreement, the parties decided that the GP chapter will be negotiated after the entry into force of the respective FTA and, for the moment, that chapter is referred to as the “future negotiation” article.



	Services coverage
	Modes of supply

The commitments for services include cross-border supply of services (including mode 1, 2 and 4).

A specific chapter on investment includes the mode 3 of services provision. 

Sectorial coverage

Cross-border trade in services chapter includes all services sector except air services including domestic and international air transportation services whether scheduled or non-scheduled, and related services in support air services other than (i) aircraft repair and maintenance services during which an aircraft is withdraw from services, (ii) specialty air services, (iii) selling and marketing of air transport services and (iv) computer reservation system services. List of reservations have not been negotiated yet.

The agreement also includes a number of important provisions on regulatory transparency.



	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	SPS

The Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO SPS Agreement and establish the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Matters.

TBT

Chapter IX - The parties reaffirm their commitment with WTO TBT Agreement rights and obligations. Emphasizing the right to adopt regulations for legitimate protection without creating unnecessary technical barriers to trade; the use of international standards; the acceptance of foreign technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures; Most Favored Nation and national treatment provisions; promote compatibility, future damage evaluation; transparency through notification, publication, information centers, and technical cooperation and consultations. Additionally, the treaty establishes the basis for Bilateral Meetings as a forum to work out standardization related requests.

Customs

It provides for common dispositions about advance rulings, appeal procedures and customs formalities that have to be fulfilled by importers. Rights and obligations of importers and exporters that apply for preferential tariff treatment are also determined.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition

Competition Policy, Monopolies and State Enterprises: This Agreement will adopt or maintain measures that prohibit opposite practices of businesses to the competition and will undertake the actions that come on the matter, recognizing that these measures will help to obtain the objectives of this Treaty. With this aim, the Parts will occasionally make consultations on the effectiveness of the measures adopted by each Part. The subject of competition perceives Companies of the State, Monopoly of the State and Committee of Commerce and Competition.

Intellectual Property

Parties shall provide to the nationals of another Party adequate and effective protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights while assuring that measures to enforce intellectual property rights do not themselves become barriers to legitimate trade. Chapter 15 establishes a minimum level of protection that members nations have to accord to intellectual property and therefore give effect the substantive provisions of: (a) the Geneva Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of their Phonograms, (b) the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, (c) the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property; (d) Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations; (e) the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV Convention) Act 1978 Parties shall make every effort to accede to the WIPO Copyright Treaty and WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty. Establishes general clauses on more extensive intellectual property protection, national treatment, most favoured nation treatment, control of anticompetitive practices and cooperation with a view to eliminating trade in goods that infringe IPR. Requires protection for works covered by the Berne Convention. Protection is required for computer programs and for compilation of data. Provisions for Performers and Producers of Phonograms are also embodied in this chapter. Article 1511 aims at protecting television programming content transmitted via encrypted satellite signals. This chapter requires civil offences for the unauthorized use of encrypted program-carrying satellite signals as well as for the illicit manufacturing, importing and distributing of unauthorized decoding devices. Embodies comprehensive trademark obligations, including well known trademarks. Trademarks shall be protected for at least ten years and registration shall be indefinitely renewable for the same period of time. Under this chapter, “geographical indications and appellations of origin” are protected in Article 1522. This Article sets forth the provision of the legal means to prevent unfair competition and the use of an indication misleading the public as to a good's geographical origin. Subject to specific exceptions, a trademark registration that is misleading as to geographic origin must either be refused or invalidated. Accordingly, Uruguay shall recognize Tequila and Mezcal for their exclusive use in products originating in Mexico, in accordance with the legislation applicable. Patents must be available in all fields of technology, with exclusions permitted for certain reasons. Subject to exceptions, patents are required to be available and patent rights enjoyable without discrimination as to the field of technology, the place of invention or whether products are imported or locally produced. The Chapter establishes that conditions governing compulsory licensing and government use shall be accordance with Article 31 of the TRIPS Agreement. Time protection for patents shall be for at least twenty years from the date of filing. Utility models shall be protected for at least ten years Requires protection for independently created industrial designs that are new or original and recognizes the owner's exclusive right to their commercial use. Industrial designs shall be protected for at least ten years. Each Party shall protect plant varieties according to the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV Convention). Requires each country to provide the legal means to prevent the unauthorized disclosure, acquisition or use of trade secrets in a manner contrary to honest commercial practices such as breach of contract, breach of confidence and inducement to breach. Provisions related to control of anti-competitive practices in contractual licences are set forth in Article 15-36 Enforcement of intellectual property rights such as: general obligations, Civil and administrative procedures and remedies; provisional measures; border measures and criminal procedures.



	Other
	Temporary Entry for Business Persons 

Chapter Twelve contains provisions relating the temporary entry of business persons into the other Parties, on a reciprocity basis, in order of facilitating investments, trade in goods and services.

Safeguards

The Parties will be able to apply to the imports of goods, made in accordance with this Agreement, a regime of safeguards whose application will be based on clear criteria, objectives, strict and with defined seasonally. The regime of safeguards anticipates measures of bilateral or global character.

Unfair Practices of Trade International

The Parties reject all unfair practice of international trade and recognize the necessity to eliminate the subsidies to the export and other internal policies that cause distortions to the commerce.



	Changes in 2007
	-


	Expected changes in 2008
	-



	Agreement #12

Agreement Between Japan and the United Mexican States for the Strengthening of the Economic Partnership


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: United Mexican States and Japan

Date of entry into force: April 1, 2005

Type of agreement: Economic partnership agreement 



	Date of notification to the WTO
	March 31, 2005


	General provisions
	Chapter one (objectives) Set forth the objectives of the Agreement

Chapter two (general definitions): Set forth definitions of general application of the Agreement

Chapter 16 implementation and operation of the Agreement

o
Relation to other agreements. The Parties reaffirm their rights and obligations under the WTO Agreement

o
Transparency. The Agreement establishes that each Party must promptly publish their regulations, administrative procedures and administrative rulings and judicial decisions of general application as well as international agreements to which the Party is a party, respecting any matter covered by the Agreement


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	Institutional framework

Chapter 16 implementation and operation of the Agreement: 

Joint Committee. The Agreement establishes the Joint Committee (JC), which is the institution responsible for reviewing the implementation and operation of the Agreement and, when necessary, making appropriate recommendations to the Parties.  The JC is comprised of representatives of the Governments of the Parties
Dispute Settlement
Chapter 15. Investor – State – Dispute Settlement Mechanism. 

Chapter 16. Institutional framework.  

Chapter  17.  State – State Dispute Settlement Mechanism.



	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Mexico granted immediate tariff elimination for 40% of total tariff items.

National treatment.

Maximum general tariff elimination of 10 years.

Tariff acceleration provisions.
Provisions on import and export restrictions.

Provisions on used goods according to GATT article XX.



	Product coverage
	94% coverage 


	Rules of origin
	It provides for a specific chapter on rules of origin to determine dispositions that have to be complied in order that a good could be subject to preferential tariff treatment. It is also established an annex where all goods comprised in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule are correlated to a specific rule of origin. In addition, disciplines on accumulation, indirect materials, De Minimis, accessories, spare parts and tools, packaging materials and containers for retail sale, packing materials and containers for shipment and fungible goods and materials may be defined to provide exporters with additional alternatives to apply for preferential tariff treatment.


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	Services

The Agreement provides market access across to most services and includes chapters such as cross-border trade in services, financial services and temporary entry for business people. 

The Agreement also provides provisions regarding to national treatment, most favored nation treatment, local presence and the annexes in which are set out the list of activities where the parties reserve its right to grant the provisions aforementioned.

Traditional market access to services is supplemented by strong and detailed disciplines on regulatory transparency.

Investment

The Agreement contains a broad but exhaustive definition of investment, based in the concept of enterprise. The chapter establishes the applicable scope and coverage regarding investments and investors. It contains principles and rules for non-discriminatory treatment including national treatment, most favored nation treatment and minimum standard of treatment according to customary international law. It also includes provisions on senior management and boards of directors, expropriation and compensation, performance requirements, reservations and exceptions, special formalities, transfer of funds and environmental measures. Obligations of national treatment, most favored nation treatment, senior management and board of directors and, performance requirements apply to all sectors unless explicitly mentioned in reservations lists. The chapter provides for an investor-State dispute settlement mechanism on investment matters before an impartial tribunal.

Government procurement chapter 

The Agreement guarantees national treatment in purchases by central or federal government entities or government owned enterprises included in this title. With regard to monetary thresholds, Japan applies the values as established in the WTO Government Procurement Agreement (GPA), while Mexico applies those agreed in the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). The government procurement chapter provides broad goods, services and public works coverage.  As to the tender procedures, such as the invitation to participate, time limits for tendering, tender documentation and awarding of contracts, among others, Mexico applies those established in the NAFTA GP chapter and Japan applies the GPA tender procedures. All of these procedures are equivalent and give certainty and transparency. Additionally, the GP chapter includes a bid challenge article which ensures fair, open and impartial procurement procedures.



	Services coverage
	Modes of supply

The commitments for services include cross-border supply of services (including mode 1, 2 and 4).

A specific chapter on investment includes the mode 3 of services provision. 

Sectorial coverage

Cross-border trade in services chapter includes all services sector except cabotage in maritime transport services, including navigation in inland waters; with respect to air transport services, measures affecting traffic rights, however granted; or measures affecting services directly related to the exercise of traffic rights, other than measures affecting: (i) aircraft repair and maintenance services; (ii) the selling and marketing of air transport services; and (iii) computer reservation system (CRS) services. Some activities are reserved in the annexes in specific sectors such as: telecommunications, water transportation, land transportation, air transportation, educational services, fishing, professional, technical and specialized services, services to agriculture.

The agreement also includes a number of important provisions on regulatory transparency.


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	SPS

The Parties affirm their existing rights and obligations with respect to each other under the WTO SPS Agreement and establish the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Matters.

TBT

Section 3 - The parties reaffirm their commitment with WTO TBT Agreement rights and obligations. Parties compromise to enhance cooperation in technical regulations, standards and conformity assessment issues, particularly through information exchange and assistance.  Each party will designate an Enquiry Point for consultations an information exchange. Additionally, the treaty establishes a Sub-Committee for Standards, Technical Regulations, and Conformity Assessment Procedures. 

Mutual Recognition

The parties shall, when possible, accept the other party conformity assessment results as equivalent as long as it accomplishes with the adopted technical regulation or standard. Parties will search for mutual benefits in giving accreditations, approbations, licenses and recognition for certification organisms in a non discrimination basis. Parties shall consider favorably requests from the other party to celebrate Mutual Recognition Agreements for conformity assessment procedures.

Customs

It provides for common dispositions about advance rulings, appeal procedures and customs formalities that have to be fulfilled by importers. Rights and obligations of importers and exporters that apply for preferential tariff treatment are also determined.



	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	Competition

Anti-competitive Activities: Both Parties shall, in accordance with its applicable laws and regulations, take measures which it considers appropriate against anticompetitive activities, in order to facilitate trade and investment flows between the Parties and the efficient functioning of its market.

Intellectual Property

In Chapter 14, Article 144 Cooperation in the Field of Intellectual Property Parties shall develop their cooperation in the field of IP. Such cooperation may include the exchange of information on:

· public awareness activities of the importance of IP protection and the function of IP protection systems to their respective nationals;

· improvement of IP protection systems and their operation;

· policy measures conducive to ensuring adequate enforcement of IP rights; and

· Automation of administrative processes of IP authority in order to enhance its efficiency.

In Chapter 3, Article 8 Indications for Spirits the Parties agree that indications for spirits listed in Annex 3 are geographical indications referred to in paragraph 1 of Article 22 of the TRIPS Agreement and shall abide by the obligations under the relevant provisions of the said Agreement with respect to the protection of geographical indications, and for this purpose, they shall take appropriate measures to prohibit the use of any geographical indications listed in Annex 3 for spirits not originating in the place indicated geographical indication.

Annex 3 referred to in Chapter 3 Geographical Indications for Spirits

1. In the case of Japan:

Iki, Kuma and Ryukyu as specified in accordance with the existing laws and regulations of Japan.

2. In the case of Mexico:

Tequila and Mezcal as specified in accordance with the existing laws and regulations of Mexico.

Environment

It contains comprehensive provisions for environmental cooperation. (Chapter 14, Article 147), as for Labor, provisions are included in Chapter 14, Article 143.



	Other
	Temporary Entry for Business Persons 

Chapter Ten contains provisions relating the temporary entry of business persons into the other Parties, on a reciprocity basis, in order of facilitating investments, trade in goods and services.

Chapter 13 (Improvement of the business environment) and Chapter 14 (Bilateral cooperation)

Aiming to promote a comprehensive economic partnership, the Agreement includes provisions related to the improvement of the business environment and bilateral cooperation in fields of mutual interest, such as trade and investment promotion, supporting industries, small and medium enterprises, science and technology, technical and vocational education and training, intellectual property, agriculture, tourism, and environment.

Safeguard Bilateral of Measures 

 No disposition in this Agreement will prevent that a Party applies safeguard measures according to Article XIX of the GATT of 1994 and to the Agreement on Safeguards, established in Annex 1A in the Agreement on the OMC, with its reforms. Except by the established bilateral measures of safeguard in this Agreement, no Party will apply measures of safeguard to the original goods that receive a preferential tariff treatment in accordance with article 5 outside the scope of application of Article XIX of the GATT of 1994 and the Agreement on Safeguards, established in Annexed 1A in the Agreement on the OMC, with its reforms.



	Changes in 2007
	-


	Expected changes in 2008
	-



NOTICE:

In NAFTA, FTA Mexico-Bolivia, FTA Mexico-Nicaragua, FTA Northern Triangle, specific protection for Tequila and Mezcal (Mexican appellations of origin) is granted as Distinctive Products within the respective Chapter 3. National Treatment and Market Access for Goods.
	Part 2: Agreement under negotiation 



	Agreement #1

Mexico - Peru



	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	Within ALADI, Mexico and Peru have the Economic Complementation Agreement number 8 (ECA 8), signed in 1987. In this Agreement, both countries grant preferential tariffs for a limited number of products.  

On November 21, 2005, both countries signed the Seventh Protocol of the ECA 8, which extends the use of this Agreement until December 31, 2007.  

On December 2005, Mexico and Peru decided the elements to negotiate an extension and deepening of ECA 8.  The negotiation includes the extension and modernization of the disciplines which are part of the Agreement, in the following chapters:

Market access; rules of origin and customs procedures; standards; sanitary and phytosanitary measures; investment; services; mutual recognition of origin; unfair trade practices; safeguards; dispute settlement; and institutional issues.



	Status of negotiations
	-



	Part 3: Future Plans 




