
	CHL_2007_CHAPTER 5: STANDARDS
 AND CONFORMANCE

	Objective

APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. endeavour to actively participate in international standardization activities;

c. promote good regulatory practice for the preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations in the APEC region;

d. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

e. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

f. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

c.
consider to pursue trade facilitation in information and technology products;

d.
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through:  (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

e.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;
f.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;
g.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means; 
h.       implement and maintain a standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards; and

i
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and  

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) 
              in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas:

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION
APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2005; and
d.
continue to promote active participation in international standardisation activities.

Good Regulatory Practice

APEC economies will:

Continue to update the consolidation of materials in the Good Regulatory Practice Database as well as to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practice in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars with a particular focus on performance-based regulations and sector-specific good practices.  

RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to consider mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;
c.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment by among others, looking into the possibility to adopt an information technology management system;  
d.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2005  in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

e.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2005.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program; and

b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2005;  

TRANSPARENCY
APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; 

b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment; 
c.
promote the transparency of regulatory systems and standards by maintaining appropriate and accessible information date basis, including Directory of Food Trade Contacts in the Directory of Food Trade Contacts; and

d.     implement and maintain standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.
OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.  
The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.


	Chile’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2007
Chile's policy for the preparation, adoption and application of standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures is based on (i) non-interference with the free operation of markets and freedom of trade; (ii) non-discriminatory treatment between domestic and foreign products; (iii) the use of international standards as a basis for national standards, when possible; and (iv) transparency.

The responsibility for implementing and administering the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade lies on the Ministry of Economy through his Foreign Trade Department.

-
The main institution in charge of the preparation and adoption of standards
 (voluntary) is the National Standardization Institute (INN).  The INN has also established
 the National Accreditation System, which is a system of accreditation for organizations
 in charge of conformance evaluation. This system works in both voluntary and regulated
 areas, and is based in agreements between INN and the respective authority.

-         Technical regulations are mandatory and the authority to issue them lies on the    Ministries or other government body with competence in the specific area to be regulated.  Such regulations take the form of Decrees or Resolutions, as appropriate, and are published in the Official Gazette. 
In 1997, the Ministry of Economy established the National Commission on Technical Barriers to Trade.  Its main objective is to coordinate the government agencies that issue technical standards and regulations to improve the enforcement of the TBT Agreement,  to review the national policy on the matter, and to promote a national quality system for the economy. 
In 2007,  a public – private National Commission of TBT was created.
During 2004 there was a big improvement in transparency, especially related to increase participation of domestic stakeholders, allowing 60-days of public consultations of newly developed technical regulations.  In addition, there were improvements in impact assessment requirements, including some oriented to consider SMEs compliance costs. The Decree for the new procedures was discussed and agreed by consensus in the TBT National Commission.  It represents an important improvement in the implementation of TBT/WTO Agreement commitments. This Decree entered into force on Jun 14th 2004 This Decree is available (in Spanish and English) on the web site: www.reglamentostecnicos.cl and www.economia.cl.

In the respective Free Trade Agreements with Mexico and Central America, Chile has included commitments on Measures Related to Standardization.  Chile has also signed an Agreement on Measures Related to Standardization with Bolivia.  In all of these cases, the compromises include disciplines that extend beyond the TBT Agreement provisions in areas such as transparency, equivalence, mutual recognition, and risk assessment.  In addition, the Central America-Chile FTA and the Mexico-Chile FTA include provisions on this area in the telecommunication sector. In Mercosur .there is a working group between the members countries named SGT 3 (technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures group); there are meetings between Chile and SGT3, they work to eliminate technical barriers to trade, however they meet each other when it is necessary. With Peru, we signed a new chapter of TBT, with better disciplines on transparency and trade facilitation, and it included a Committee on TBT. The Association Agreement between Chile and European Union considers a special section on technical barriers to trade, with a Committee on TBT. This topic was also developed in the FTA with EFTA States. With United States, Korea, P4 (Brunei, New Zealand, Singapore), Panama and China, we established a specific TBT chapter, with disciplines on transparency, trade facilitation, cooperation and a Committee on TBT, among others. The Negotiations of a Preferential Treatment Agreement between Chile and India considers an article of TBT.  Finally, we just signed and FTA with Japan, that also include a TBT chapter, with transparency and trade facilitation disciplines, and a TBT  bilateral committee.
In 1997, Congress approved a Law that creates a system for official conformance for exports.  This Law has the purpose of complying with official certification requirements of foreign countries, as well as with those that originate in international agreements.  This law entrusts the administration of the accreditation system to a private entity, which at the moment is the INN.
Alignment of standards with international standards

-
Chilean policy is oriented towards the adoption of technical standards and regulations based on international standards. However, in some cases certain international standards could be considered inadequate for Chile.  For instance, standards regarding seismic designs and structures are not applicable because of local seismic conditions.

· Chile has about 2,900 voluntary standards, issued by the INN. A large number of technical regulations (mandatory) are based on INN standards.  In accordance with specific laws, some INN standards are given mandatory application when they are granted official status.  In addition, the competent regulatory agency may give mandatory application to INN voluntary standards, if it so determines. 

· Chile signed the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade of the Tokyo Round in 1980.  The Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade of the Uruguay Round came into force as a Law in Chile on May 1995.  In September 1995, the National Standardization Institute (INN) adopted the Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards. In order to reflect that, the Chilean Standard base (NCh1) establish that in all possible cases, the standards must be based in international standard, be kept as similar as possible (ISO, IEC, Codex Alimentarius, etc.), and, if in a regional standard this is not possible, try to establish minimal modifications. The Chilean standard base (NCh1) and the standard that establishes how to adopt international standards (NCh2843) were revised on 2003, and some changes were incorporated to improve them.
· Chile participates in several international standardizing bodies. Chile is a member of the International Standards Organization (ISO), COPANT and the Standardization Mercosur Association (AMN) through the INN. Additionally, INN, as an accreditation organization is a member of ILAC, IAF, IAAC. It also participates as a member of OIML and SIM. Chile is also technically represented by the INN in the General Conference of Weights and Measures, the International Commit of Weights and Measures, and the International Bureau of Weights and Measures, were the official representative is the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

· Chile participates in the CODEX Alimentarius Commission.  In 1997, the National Committee of the Codex Alimentarius was institutionalized, with the participation of the Ministries of Health, Agriculture, Economy and Foreign Affairs, as well as representatives of the food industry, academic sector and consumers. 

Mutual recognition of conformity assessment

Voluntary area
· There are no mutual recognition arrangements with accreditation Nevertheless, the INN is in the process of international recognition for testing and calibration laboratories, quality certification bodies and environmental management systems. Once this process of recognition s completed, the INN will requested a peer evaluation for the MRA on product certification bodies.
Regulated area

· Chile is committed to facilitate the international trade through the participation in several recognition arrangements, both in the APEC context and with a group of economies that include APEC economies, all of which refer to a particular area. The priority areas are Electricity, Food and Toys.

· Chile participates in the Part I of the EEMRA (Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity assessment of Electrical & Electronic Equipment). Chile began a process to analyse the legislation related to the possible participation on part II and III of EEMRA on 2003
· Chile participates in the Arrangement for Exchange of Information in Toys Safety from January 2004.

· The Superintendence of Electricity and Fuels (SEC) recognizes test results and certification issued by a specific list of organizations from the United States, Germany, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Austria, Switzerland, England, Canada, Japan, Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Belgium.  The organizations interested in having this recognition may request it before the SEC, after compliance with some requirements.

-
Through Recognition Agreements, the United States, Canada and the European Union recognize the Certification for exports of fishery products issued by the National Fisheries Service of Chile.

-
Through Recognition Agreements, the United States and Mercosur recognize the Certification for exports of specific food products issued by the Agriculture and Cattle Service.

Cooperation for technical infrastructure development

· Between the years 1995 and 1997, Chile started the development of a National Metrology System, which was implemented trough a National Metrology Network coordinated by INN, in order to solve in the short term, the problems related to measurement standards, calibration, and traceability. The Network operates as a central laboratory, using the preexistent capabilities in the country, endowing them with the necessary technological support to achieve their international technical recognition. In order to disclose the information from the network, there is a web page www.metrologia.cl , administered by the same servers as the network. The National Metrology Network has signed several agreements (5 MOU, 2 MRA, 4 Adhesion Acts and 2 Contracts/Other; 4 of them aren’t binding and 9 are binding, as for example the Convention du Metre).The system’s main characteristic is that the most recognized laboratories coming from Universities, private and public sectors perform the metrological execution. Currently, the network is working on the recognition of “national laboratories” in the physical area of magnitude of Mass, Temperature, Force, Length, Pressure, and Electrical Magnitudes, and in the  chemical area of food chemical residues. These “national laboratories” are already providing services and provide trace ability to the “Calibration Laboratories” and " Testing Laboratories". These laboratories have to disseminate the units to the national industry.  The process is expected to expand and include as many as possible, in order to reach a certain degree of coherency among them, so they can have a real economic impact.

· The INN has cooperation agreements for technical infrastructure development with the European Union, Germany, Italy and France.

Transparency

-
There is a Documentation Center, dependant on the INN Information and Diffusion Division. This Center keeps all Chilean standards (both officials and yet in study) and is available to the public through two media: Documentation Center Library; and the web page www.inn.cl (the information published on the internet includes the standard code, title, value, reach and application field).

-
Chile notifies to the WTO the technical standards and regulations, pursuant to the obligations established in the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade. This information is public and available on the Chilean technical regulations web site www.reglamentostecnicos.cl.

· The preparation of standards is carried out in accordance with the Code of Good Practice of the TBT Agreement criteria.  Standards are adopted through a process of consensus-building among the parties interested to participate from both public and private sectors; the public consultation process is announced in one of the major newspaper, and the text of standards are made available to anyone requesting them.  Once standards have been approved by the INN Council, they are usually given official status (remaining voluntary) by the relevant Ministry by means of Decrees or Resolutions, and are published in the Official Gazette. Also they are available on the INN web page (www.inn.cl)

· A regulation, jointly developed between different Government Agencies (Decree 77), established basic criteria for the development, adoption and application of technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures, including the WTO/TBT notification process. This decree is available (in Spanish and English) in the web site www.economia.cl and www.reglamentostecnicos.cl. 

· Chile developed a project to improve the transparency and facilitate trade by making available the Chilean technical regulations that affect goods on a single web page: www.reglamentostecnicos.cl. 



	Chapter 5: Chile’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2007

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Regulatory Review Policies / Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with

international standards 

where appropriate 


	For Chile, this is a permanent task.


	Chile’s policy is to use international standards as a basis, where possible. In fact the Chilean Standard to create or review standards, establish that in all possible cases, they must be based on the international standard and be kept as similar as possible (ISO, IEC, Codex Alimentarius, etc.), and if this is not possible, in a regional standard (COPANT, CEN, etc.) try to have the minimal modifications.

In some cases, certain international standards could be considered inadequate for Chile.  For instance, standards regarding seismic designs and structures are not applicable because of local seismic conditions.

The Decree 77/2004 (Requirements for the preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures), establishes the Ministries or agencies that shall use the international standards or the relevant parts of them as the basis for their technical regulations or procedures, except in the case where such institutions believe that those international standards or the relevant parts thereof are not an effective or appropriate means for achieving legitimate objectives pursued, like it is establishes in the WTO/TBT Agreement.

	

	Alignment of standards with

international standards in 

priority areas agreed by the 

SCSC


	The standards of the priority areas agreed by the SCSC are constantly updated with the Chilean Standards in order to check the equivalency degree between them.
	It is in process to determinate the % of alignment with international standards in priority areas.
	

	Active participation in the

 international 

standardization activities of 

international standardizing 

bodies 


	
	Chile is member of the International Standards Organization (ISO) and COPANT through the INN. Additionally, INN participates on its quality of accreditation organization as a member of ILAC, IAF, IAAC. And also participates as a member of OIML and SIM. 

Chile participates in the CODEX Alimentarius Commission.  In 1997, the National Committee of the Codex Alimentarius was institutionalized, with the participation of the Ministries of Health, Agriculture, Economy and Foreign Affairs, as well as representatives of the food industry, academic sector and consumers. 

INN is a member, as an accreditation organization, of ILAC and IAF.

Chile is technically represented by the INN  in the General Conference of Weights and Measures, International Committee of Weights and Measures, and the International Bureau of Weights and Measures, were the official representative is the  Foreign Ministry.

	

	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements 

of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	
	Chile participates in the Part I of the EEMRA. Chile began a process to analyse the legislation related to the possible participation on part II and III of EEMRA.
Chile became part of the Arrangement for Exchange of Information in Toys Safety on January 2004.
Chile participates in the APEC Sectoral Food MRA.


	

	Participation in bilateral 

recognition arrangements 

of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	
	The Superintendence of Electricity and Fuels (SEC) recognizes test results and certification from a specific list of organizations from 14 countries, including the following APEC Economies: United States, Canada and Japan. The organizations interested in having this recognition may request to SEC to be included in that list after compliance with some requirements.

Through Recognition Agreements, the United States, Canada and the European Union recognize the Certification for exports of fishery products issued by the National Fisheries Service of Chile.
Through Recognition Agreements, the United States and Mercosur recognize the Certification for exports of specific food products issued by the Agriculture and Cattle Service.

	

	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity 

assessment in the voluntary sector 


	
	There are no mutual recognition arrangements with accreditation Nevertheless, INN has made important progress in obtaining these recognitions for testing and calibration laboratories, quality certification bodies and environmental management systems.  Once completed this process of recognition, INN will request a peer evaluation for the MRA on product certification bodies.

	INN in the framework of international recognition, intend to present the application to be signer of the plurilateral recognition arrangements IAAC, ILAC and IAF. 

	Improve and maintain level 

of technical infrastructure


	
	Between the years 1995 through 1997, Chile started the development of a National Metrology System, which was implemented through a National Metrology Network coordinated by INN. The Network operates as a central laboratory, using the preexistent capabilities in the country, endowing them with the necessary technological support to achieve their international technical recognition. In order to disclose the network information, there is a  web page www.metrologia.cl , administered by the same servers as the network. 
The National Metrology Network has signed several agreements (5 MOU, 2 MRA, 4 Adhesion Acts and 2 Contracts/Other; 4 of them aren’t binding and 9 are binding, as for example the Convention du Metre).
Currently, the network is working under the recognition of “national laboratories” in the physical area for the magnitude of Mass, Temperature, Force, Length, Pressure, and Electrical Magnitudes, and in the  chemical area for chemical residues in food . These “national laboratories” are already providing services and give trace ability to the “Calibration Laboratories” and “Testing Laboratories". These laboratories have to disseminate the units to the national industry.  The process is expected to expand and include as many magnitudes as possible, in order to reach a certain degree of coherency among them, so they can have a real economic impact.

	In the metrology area, by the end of 2007, we should have 6 physic laboratories with double accreditation and one pending for 2008; and 2 chemical area laboratories (food area and mining).

	Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance 

and/or activities for 

technical infrastructure 

development


	
	The INN has cooperation agreements on technical infrastructure development with the European Union, Germany, Italy and France.
	

	Provision of assistance for

the improvement of other 

economies’ technical 

infrastructure


	
	
	

	Participation in Specialist 

Regional Bodies
 activities


	
	Chile is member of the International Standardization Organization (ISO) through the INN. Also, INN is member of The Inter-American Metrology System (SIM), International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML), the Inter-American Accreditation Cooperation (IACC), the Pan-American Standards Commission  (COPANT),International Accreditation Forum (IAF), the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) and Asociación Mercosur de Normalización (AMN). Moreover, Chile participates in the CODEX Alimentarius Commission.

	

	Continuously strive to 

increase transparency of 

their standards and 

conformance requirements, 

including implementation of 

APEC Leaders’ 

Transparency Standards on 

Standards and 

Conformance(  
	During 2004 and 2005 there was a big improvement in transparency, especially related to increase participation of domestic stakeholders, allowing a 60-days of public consultations of newly developed technical regulations.  In addition, there were improvement in impact assessment requirements, including some oriented to consider SMEs compliance costs. The Decree (Decree 77/2004) for the new procedures was discussed and agreed by consensus in the TBT National Commission.  It represents an important improvement in the implementation of TBT/WTO Agreement commitments. This Decree entered into force on Jun 14th 2004.

During 2005 and 2006, we made technical assistance and trainee to the public institutions (specialist institutions involved with technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures) and private sector about this Decree.
	There is a Documentation Center that keeps all Chilean standards (both officials).

Chile notifies to the WTO the technical standards and regulations, pursuant to the obligations established in the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade. 
The preparation of standards is carried out in accordance with the Code of Good Practice of the TBT Agreement criteria.  Standards are adopted through a process of consensus-building among the parties interested to participate from both public and private sectors; the public consultation process is announced in one of the major newspaper, and the standards text is available to anyone that request it.  Once standards have been approved by the INN Council, they are usually given official status (remaining voluntary) by the relevant Ministry, through a Decrees or Resolutions, and are published in the Official Gazette. 

The Documentation Center keeps all Chilean standards available to the public through two media: Documentation Center Library; and the web page www.inn.cl (the information published on the internet includes the standard code, title, value, reach and application field). 

The technical standards and regulations that Chile notifies to WTO are public and available on the web site www.reglamentostecnicos.cl

The approved standards are also available on the INN web page (www.inn.cl)
	To improve the web site
 www.reglamentostecnicos.cl.



	Participate in relevant 

international fora


	
	Chile is member of the International Standardization Organization (ISO) through the INN. Also, INN is member of The Inter-American Metrology System (SIM), International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML), the Inter-American Accreditation Cooperation (IACC), the Pan-American Standards Commission  (COPANT),International Accreditation Forum (IAF), the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) and Asociación Mercosur de Normalización (AMN). Moreover, Chile participates in the CODEX Alimentarius Commission.  

Chile participates in the TBT/WTO Committee meetings and in some activities.

	

	Other activities


	
	
	


	Improvements in Chile’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with 

international standards where 

appropriate 


	
	The standards of the priority areas agreed by the SCSC are constantly updated with the Chilean Standards in order to check the equivalency degree between them.
We are in a process to determinate the % of alignment with international standards in priority areas for 2008.



	Active participation in the international standardisation 

activities of international 

standardizing bodies


	Chile is member of ISO through the INN 

Chile participates in the CODEX Alimentarius Commission
	Chile is member of COPANT through the INN. Additionally, INN participates in its capacity as accreditation organization as a member of ILAC, IAF, IAAC. And also participates as a member of OIML and SIM. Chile is also technically represented by the INN in the General Conference of Weights and Measures, International Committee of Weights and Measures, and the International Buro of Weights and Measures, were the official representant is the RREE Ministry.
In 1997, the National Committee of the Codex Alimentarius was institutionalized, with the participation of the Ministries of Health, Agriculture, Economy and Foreign Affairs, as well as representatives of the food industry, academic sector and consumers.


	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	This was an objective to develop in the mid term (2005)
	Chile participates in the Part I of the EEMRA. Chile began a process to analyse the legislation related to the possible participation on part II and III of EEMRA on 2003 

Chile became part of the Arrangement for Exchange of Information in Toys Safety on January 2004.
Chile participates in the APEC Sectoral Food MRA.


	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	· The Superintendence of Electricity and Fuels (SEC) recognizes test results and certification from a specific list of organizations from the United States, most European Union Members, Norway, Switzerland, Japan, SouthAfrica, as well as those of the IEC. 

· Through Recognition Agreements, the United States and the European Union recognize the Certification for exports of fishery products issued by the National Fisheries Service of Chile.


	· The European countries are: Germany, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Austria, , England, Denmark, Sweden, and Belgium. Some organizations from Canada are also ncluded 
· Canada also recognizes this certification

Through Recognition Agreements, the United States and Mercosur recognize the Certification for exports of specific food products issued by the Agriculture and Cattle Service.


	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary 

sector 


	There are no mutual recognition arrangements with accreditation systems of other countries because the Chilean Accreditation System is in a developing stage.
	INN has made important progress in obtaining these recognitions for testing and calibration laboratories and  quality certification bodies and environmental management systems.  Once completed this process of recognition, INN will request a peer evaluation for the MRA on product certification bodies.


	Improve and maintain the level of 

their  technical infrastructure

Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance and/or 

activities for technical 

infrastructure development


	Chile is developing the National Metrology System. It is also creating a Metrology Network, to solve in the short term, problems related to measurement standards, calibration, and traceability
	I
NN h  INN has developed a National Metrology Network, which has already authorized seven magnitudes: force, length, mass, pressure, electrical magnitudes, liquid flow and temperature. The development of an 8th laboratory in the physics area and three more laboratories in the chemical area are in study. In order to divulge the information from the network, there is a  web www.metrologia.cl,  it is administered by the same servers as the network.  The National Metrology Network has signed several agreements (5 MOU, 2 MRA, 4 Adhesion Acts and 2 Contracts/Other; 4 of them aren’t binding and 9 are binding, as for example the Convention du Metre).

The INN has cooperation agreements for technical infrastructure development with the European Union, Germany, Italy and France.


	Provision of assistance for the

improvement of other economies’

technical infrastructure


	
	

	Participation in Specialist 

Regional Bodies activities


	
	Chile is member of the International Standardization Organization (ISO) through the INN. Also, INN is member of The Inter-American Metrology System (SIM), International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML), the Inter-American Accreditation Cooperation (IACC), the Pan-American Standards Commission  (COPANT),International Accreditation Forum (IAF), the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) and Asociación Mercosur de Normalización (AMN). Moreover, Chile participates in the CODEX Alimentarius Commission.  



	Continuously strive to increase 

transparency of their standards

and conformance requirements, 

including implementation of APEC

Leaders’ Transparency Standards

on Standards and Conformance(  


	Thee is a database with all national official standards, information that is available to the public. 

Chile notifies technical regulations and standards to the WTO, pursuant to the obligations established in the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade.
	During 2004 there was a big improvement in transparency, especially related to increase participation of domestic stakeholders, allowing 60-days public consultations of newly developed technical regulations.  In addition, there were improvements in impact assessment requirements, including some oriented to consider SMEs compliance costs. The new procedures Decree was discussed and agreed by consensus in the TBT National Commission.  It represents an important improvement in the implementation of TBT/WTO Agreement commitments. This Decree entered into force on Jun 14th 2004.
During 2005, Chile developed a project to improve the transparency and facilitate trade by making available Chilean technical regulations that affect goods on a single web page. This project was presented at SCSC II – 2005 . The project was ended: www.reglamentostecnicos.cl


	Participate in relevant international fora


	Mentioned before, under “Active participation in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies”
	Mentioned before, under “Active participation in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies”

	Other Activities


	INN was working on increasing the coverage of the National Accreditation System to include technical regulations, through agreements with the competent government agencies in the specific regulated.
	Chile's policy for the preparation, adoption and application of standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures is based on (i) non-interference with the free operation of markets and freedom of trade; (ii) non-discriminatory treatment between domestic and foreign products; (iii) the use of international standards as a basis for national standards, when possible; and (iv) transparency.
 The responsibility for implementing and administering the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade lies on the Ministry of Economy through his Foreign Trade Department.
The main institution in charge of the preparation and adoption of standards (voluntary) is the National Standardization Institute (INN).  The INN has also established the National Accreditation System, which is a system of accreditation for organizations in charge of conformance evaluation. This system works in both voluntary and regulated areas, and is based in agreements between INN and the respective authority.

Technical regulations are mandatory and the authority to issue them lies on the Ministries or other government body with competence in the specific area to be regulated.  Such regulations take the form of Decrees or Resolutions, as appropriate, and are published in the Official Gazette. 
In 1997, the Ministry of Economy established the National Commission on Technical Barriers to Trade.  Its main objective is to coordinate the government agencies that issue technical standards and regulations to improve the enforcement of the TBT Agreement and to review the national policy on the matter to promote a national quality system for the economy. Under the aegis of this Commission, the SCSC agenda is being discussed so as to have a national position. 
In 2007, a TBT public – private National Commission was created.
During 2004 and 2005 there was a big improvement in transparency, especially related to increase participation of domestic stakeholders, allowing a 60-days of public consultations  of newly developed technical regulations.  In addition, there were improvement in impact assessment requirements, including some oriented to consider SMEs compliance costs. The  Decree for the new procedures was discussed and agreed by consensus in the TBT National Commission.  It represent an important improvement in the implementation of TBT/WTO Agreement commitments. This Decree entered into force on Jun 14th 2004. During 2005, technical assistance and trainee on this Decree was provided to the public institutions (specialist institutions involved with technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures) and the private sector.

In the respective Free Trade Agreements with Mexico and Central America, Chile has included commitments on Measures Related to Standardization.  Chile has also signed an Agreement on Measures Related to Standardization with Bolivia.  In all of these cases, the compromises include disciplines that extend beyond the TBT Agreement provisions in areas such as transparency, equivalence, mutual recognition, and risk assessment.  In addition, the Central America-Chile FTA and the Mexico-Chile FTA include provisions on this area in the telecommunication sector. In Mercosur there is a working group between the members countries named SGT 3 (technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures group); there are meetings between Chile and SGT3 that work to eliminate technical barriers to trade, however they meet when s necessary. With Peru, we just signed a new TBT chapter, with better transparency and trade facilitation disciplines and a TBT Committee. The Association Agreement between Chile and European Union include a special section referred to technical barriers to trade, and a TBT Committee. Also, in the FTA with the EFTA States this topic was developed. With the United States, Korea, P4 (Brunei, New Zealand, Singapore), Panama and China, we established a specific TBT chapter, with transparency, trade facilitation, and cooperation disciplines and a TBT Committee, among others. The Negotiations of a Preferential Treatment Agreement between Chile and India contain a TBT article.  Finally, in the negotiations of an FTA with Japan this topic was discussed.

            In 1997, Congress approved a Law that creates a official system for exports certification of conformance.  This Law has the purpose of complying with official certification requirements of foreign countries, as well as with those that originate in international agreements.  This law entrusts the administration of the accreditation system to a private entity, which al present is the INN.




Appendix   – APEC Leaders Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance
Introduction

On 27 October 2002, in Los Cabos, Mexico, APEC Leaders adopted the Statement to Implement APEC Transparency Standards (“Leaders’ Statement”), and directed that these standards be implemented as soon as possible, and in no case later than January 2005.  

In paragraph 8 of the Leaders’ Statement, APEC Leaders instructed that “APEC sub-fora that have not developed specific transparency provisions should do so,” and further instructed that such new transparency provisions should be presented to Leaders upon completion for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  Accordingly, the Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) developed the following set of transparency standards for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  

These principles flow from the General Principles on Transparency agreed to by APEC Leaders at Los Cabos and the obligations of the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.

Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance:

1.  In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, and the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures, each Economy will:  (a)  promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media, for example via the Internet, information on its laws, regulations, policies, administrative rulings, certification, qualification and registration requirements, technical regulations, standards, guidelines, procedures and practices relating to standards and conformance; and, (b) have or designate an official journal or journals and publish in them information on technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures and related conformity assessment procedures on a regular basis and make copies of them readily available to the public.

2.  As far as practicable, each Economy will maintain one centrally located website for the information referred to above.

3.  In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement and the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, each Economy will publish in advance any standards or conformance requirement that it proposes to adopt and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures and take those comments into account before a final measure is adopted.  Each Economy that is a WTO member will notify proposals to the WTO as required by the TBT and SPS Agreements.

4.  In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measure.

5.  Recognizing that standards and conformance measures can have an adverse impact on trade and development, each Economy will ensure that such measures are developed and administered in a transparent manner, and in compliance with WTO TBT/SPS obligations, as well as the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations so as to prevent the creation of unnecessary or arbitrary barriers to trade.

6.  Each Economy will promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.

7.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.

� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements. Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)














� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  Economies should continue to use 1996 as the base year for previously raised IAP transparency issues, but may use 2003 as the base year for reporting on new transparency commitments per the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.


  





