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	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11. In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, and the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures, each Economy will:

(a) promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media, for example via the Internet, information on its laws, regulations, policies, administrative rulings, certification, qualification and registration requirements, technical regulations, standards, guidelines, procedures and practices relating to standards and conformance; and,

(b) have or designate an official journal or journals and publish in them information on technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures and related conformity assessment procedures on a regular basis and make copies of them readily available to the public.

 
	Fully Implemented. 

SPS measures are regularly published on the web sites of relevant departments and agencies.  WTO members and other governments may contact Canada’s National Enquiry Point for information on a specific SPS/TBT measure. 
Created by the Standards Council of Canada (SCC), Export Alert! is a free e-mail notification service that since 1999 has been helping  Canadians keep abreast of Canadian and international regulatory changes.  The service gives access to the full texts of draft regulatory measures and the opportunity to comment on the changes.

Contact: Andrea Spencer  (aspencer@scc.ca)

Since 2002/2003, the SCC has launched the following electronic tools:

RegWatch:  Online service that is a one-stop information source for those interested in tracking technical standards referenced in Canadian federal legislation.  See:

http://www.scc.ca/en/news_events/subscriptions/regwatch.shtml 

The Consumer Product Safety Legislation in Canada: An Introductory Guide outlines who regulates which aspects of product safety in Canada.  The guide is useful to consumers, businesses and regulators.  See:

http://www.scc.ca/en/publications/cons_safe_guide.shtml 
http://www.scc.ca 
Contact: Tanya Connolly (tconnolly@scc.ca) 

The SCC's Technical Document Centre is Canada's most complete collection of Canadian, foreign and international standards.  The Centre continues to update its inventory to provide its standards collection in electronic format for users, 100% of which is now in electronic format.
http://www.scc.ca/en/help/info_resources/tech_library.shtml
Contact: Anne Sharkey (asharkey@scc.ca)

Fully implemented.

The Canada Gazette is the “Official Journal” of the Government of Canada.  It contains all formal public notices and official appointments; proposed regulations; regulations; and public acts of Parliament from government departments and agencies.

The Canada Gazette also serves as a consultative tool between the Government of Canada and Canadians. Canadians have the opportunity to provide their comments on proposed regulations found in Part I of the Canada Gazette.  With regard to notification, federal regulatory authorities prepublish proposals for new or changed technical regulations that affect trade in Canada Gazette, Part I, for a period of at least 75 days For each proposed regulation listed in Part I, there is a contact name from the department proposing the regulation and a closing date for comments.  All comments received are reviewed and taken into account.

Further information is available at:

http://canadagazette.gc.ca/index-e.html
Not all new SPS measures are found in regulations and therefore they are not all published in the Canada Gazette. SPS measures not published in the Canada Gazette are posted on websites of the relevant federal departments and agencies.

The following website also provides links to news releases, updates on programs and services and upcoming events from each governmental department and agency and links to ongoing consultation exercises:

http://canada.gc.ca/whats/whatsnew_e.html

	
	

	2. As far as practicable, each Economy will maintain one centrally located website for the information referred to above.


	Partially Implemented.  SPS measures are regularly published on the web sites of relevant departments and agencies.  WTO members and other governments may contact Canada’s National Enquiry Point for information on a specific SPS measure.   Information on Canada’s National Enquiry Point can be found on the following web site:

www.scc.ca
Canada maintains the Canada Gazette website for the information referred to above:

http://canadagazette.gc.ca/index-e.html
New SPS/TBT measures found in regulations are published in the Canada Gazette, and the Department of Justice maintains a website that contains all regulations.  SPS/TBT measures not published in the Canada Gazette are posted on websites of the relevant federal departments and agencies.


	
	

	3. In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement and the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, each Economy will publish in advance any standards or conformance requirement that it proposes to adopt and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures and take those comments into account before a final measure is adopted. Each Economy that is a WTO member will notify proposals to the WTO as required by the TBT and SPS Agreements.


	Fully Implemented. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Canada has a transparent and open standards and regulatory system.  Information on standards development activities is publicly available and participation in standards development bodies is open to both Canadians and non-residents.  Proposed regulations at the federal level are published in advance in the Canada Gazette, Part I, while their adopted counterparts are published in Canada Gazette, Part II.

The Standards Council of Canada (SCC) continues to act in the capacity as Canada's Enquiry Point under the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements as well as the North American Free Trade Agreement, notifying the WTO and NAFTA Parties of Canada's trade-related technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures, and notifying domestic stakeholders, via Export Alert!, of the measures proposed by WTO member countries, including APEC member economies.


	
	

	4. In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measure.


	Fully Implemented.
According to the Standards Council of Canada (SCC)’s service standards, incoming enquiries are responded to or otherwise acknowledged within one (1) business day.  If the enquiry cannot be responded to within one business day (i.e. requires basic research), the enquiry is acknowledged and a response is provided by the SCC within three (3) business days.

In the case of enquiries beyond the SCC’s expertise, the SCC’s response could be a referral to the regulatory agency responsible for the SPS or TBT measure.  Typically, the enquirer is provided with the contact information for the appropriate regulatory agency along with links to relevant web sites.


	
	

	5. Recognizing that standards and conformance measures can have an adverse impact on trade and development, each Economy will ensure that such measures are developed and administered in a transparent manner, and in compliance with WTO TBT/SPS obligations, as well as the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations so as to prevent the creation of unnecessary or arbitrary barriers to trade.


	Fully Implemented.
Canada’s Cabinet Directive on Streamlining Regulation directs regulators to comply with Canada’s international obligations, including Canada’s obligations under the WTO TBT (Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade) and SPS (Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures) Agreements.  Canada’s policy is to adopt international standards whenever possible and appropriate.  For example, decisions to implement SPS measures are based on science-based risk assessments.  Risk assessments include consideration of impacts on stakeholders, and draft measures are notified to the WTO as required.


	
	

	6. Each Economy will promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.


	Fully Implemented.
Canada has contributed funds to the Standards and Trade Development Facility, whose aim is to build capacity and provide technical assistance to assist developing countries in trade and SPS measures.  In addition, Canada has previously provided technical assistance to other countries on a bilateral basis, in an effort to promote awareness of and compliance with the SPS transparency provisions.


	
	

	7. Each Economy that is a WTO Member will cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.


	Fully Implemented:

Canada has participated in each of the four Triennial Reviews of the WTO-TBT agreement .


	
	

	8. Each Economy will continue to provide updated information for the SCSC Contact List which is maintained on the APEC Secretariat’s website and includes a range of contacts for each economy relevant to standards and conformance activities.


	Fully Implemented:

Canada continues to provide updated information to the APEC Secretariat on the contacts for standards and conformance issues for the maintenance of the SCSC Contact list.
	
	

	9. Each Economy will, as appropriate, promote the observance of these transparency standards by the regional and local governments, and non-governmental standardizing bodies within its territory.


	Fully Implemented:

The federal government has jurisdiction over issues affecting international trade. 

In 2005, Canada established the Federal/Provincial/Territorial Working Group on Regulatory Governance to provide a forum to lay the foundation for common principles on managing regulation.  The focus of the group is to establish common regulatory principles, institute a common approach to regulatory impact assessment and share best practices through various mechanisms such as the FPT Regulatory Assistant Deputy Ministers’ Committee.  The FPT Agri-Food Inspection Committee is another mechanism for inter-jurisdictional information sharing on a broad range of animal and plant health and food safety issues.  In addition to this committee, there are a number of sector-specific working groups, such as the National Liaison Group on Dairy, which includes representatives of FPT governments, as well as industry and academia.
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