	AUSTRALIA’S 2007 APEC INDIVIDUAL ACTION PLAN UPDATE

	Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Australia is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 


	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) Note 1
	Improvements made since 2006 IAP Note 2
	Further Improvements Planned Note 2

	Tariffs
	Tariff Preferences

Australia and the United States signed a free trade agreement which entered into force on 1 January, 2005, and under which Australia will progressively eliminate all tariffs for goods of US origin by 2015, with the exception of eight tariff lines relating to used passenger motor vehicles which retain a specific duty.

Australia removed all tariffs on US-manufactured automotive products in January 2005 except for passenger motor vehicles which at that time were reduced to 8 per cent and are currently being phased to zero by 1 January 2010. Eight tariff lines related to used passenger motor vehicles from the US will retain a specific duty.
Australia and Thailand signed a free trade agreement which entered into force on 1 January, 2005, and under which Australia will progressively eliminate all tariffs for goods of Thai origin by 2015.


	

	Non-Tariff Measures
	Import Risk Analyses (IRAs)

Reforms to Australia’s import risk analysis (IRA) process were announced in October 2006.  Key features of the new process include a more transparent and timely process; regulation of the key elements of the process; greater opportunity for scientific issues to be independently reviewed; and improved consultation with stakeholders.  In particular the reforms include the clarification of processes for receiving and further prioritising import requests. Further information is available at www.biosecurityaustralia.gov.au

	The reforms will be fully implemented in 2007.


	Services


	Chapter 3 (a:2) Business Services: Accounting 

Insolvency

As part of the announced package of insolvency reforms, the Government allocated an additional $62 million over four years to improve the range of entitlements available to employees under the General Employee Entitlements and Redundancy Scheme, a publicly funded payment scheme for employees who have lost their entitlements as a result of their employer’s insolvency. 

The Government established an assetless administration fund involving expenditure of $23 million over four years to finance preliminary investigations of companies that have been left insolvent with little or no assets.  

Chapter 3 (b:3) Communications Services – Telecommunications 

On 4 April 2007, the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) introduced a new location-independent communications services (LICS) service type and number range in the Telecommunications Numbering Plan 1997.  LICS are innovative communications services, such as Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP), that provide voice telephony.  The changes ensure that those services provide comparable numbering functionality to traditional telephone services.  The changes commenced operation from May 2007.
On 31 October 2006, changes were made to the Customer Service Guarantee (CSG) to reduce the ability of companies to claim unwarranted exemptions from CSG timeframes using Mass Service Disruption Notices, and to the compulsory compensation payments for breaches of the CSG.

On 12 September 2006, the Minister made amendments to Telstra’s carrier licence conditions to strengthen the Network Reliability Framework (NRF) so that recurrent faults in Telstra’s network are fixed more effectively and efficiently.

On June 2007, ACMA released for public comment a proposal to amend the Telecommunications (Emergency Call Service) Determination 2002 (ECS Determination) in relation VoIP services.  The proposed key changes are designed to clarify that the ECS Determination applies to two-way and dial-out VoIP services, and that providers of such services must provide access to the emergency call service free of charge.

On 27 June 2007, the Minister announced that the Digital Data Service Obligation (DDSO) would be removed.  The DDSO is an obligation on Telstra to provide all customers with a basic data transmission service.  This obligation is now redundant in view of the steps taken by the Government (through targeted funding programs) to ensure universal availability of broadband.

On 20 June 2007 the Australian Government introduced into the Australian Parliament amending legislation the Trade Practices Legislation Amendment Bill (No 1) 2007 which will make limited amendments to the telecommunications-specific anti-competitive conduct provisions in Part XIB of the Trade Practices Act 1974.  The amendments aim to strengthen the prohibition on anti-competitive conduct by telecommunications providers with significant market power, by clarifying that:

· any contracts, arrangements and understandings between a telecommunications provider and other entities are to be taken into account in determining whether the telecommunications provider has significant market power;

· a telecommunications provider can have substantial market power in a market even if it does not substantially control the market and is not completely free of competitive constraints in the market;

· more than one entity can have substantial market power in a market; and

· sustained below-cost pricing by a telecommunications provider may be taken into account in determining whether it has substantial market power.

On 18 June 2007, the Government initiated an open, competitive and transparent assessment process for the roll-out of new commercial open access high speed broadband network infrastructure in Australia’s capital cities and major regional centres.  The Government indicated that it is prepared to introduce legislation into Parliament to facilitate the roll-out of the infrastructure.

The Government has established an Expert Taskforce to develop and manage the assessment process.  Information about the Expert Taskforce and the process is available on the Expert Taskforce’s website at www.dcita.gov.au/communications_for_consumers/funding_programs__and__support/australia_connected/expert_taskforce
Chapter 3 (b:4) Communication Services: 

Audio Visual 

A number of amendments have been made to broadcasting and related legislation since last IAP eg. Broadcasting g Services Amendment (Media Ownership) Act 2006 Broadcasting Legislation Amendment (Digital Television) Act 2006, Broadcasting Legislation Amendment (Digital Radio) Bill Act 2007, Australian Communications and Media Authority Act 2005. 

Operational Requirements

The Broadcasting Services Act 1992 has also been amended in relation to its regulation of Internet content hosts, and to extend the regulatory framework to encompass live streamed content services, mobile phone-based services and services that provide links to content.

Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers

Some changes to processes for allocating commercial television broadcasting licences and introduction of licensing arrangements for digital radio services.

Foreign investment limits were removed from the Broadcasting Services Act 1992 in relation to commercial television and subscription television.  These sectors remain ‘sensitive’ sectors under Australia’s foreign investment policy.

Chapter 3 (c) Construction and Related Engineering Services

Intergovernmental Agreement signed between the Australian and State and Territory governments in relation the operations and governance of the Australian Building Codes Board as a result of the Productivity Commission report into building regulation reform
Chapter 3 (e): Education Services
Operational Requirements

Education Services for Overseas Students
The majority of recommendations from the “Evaluation of the Education Services for Overseas Students Act 2000” (the ESOS Act) report of June 2005 have now been implemented.  The evaluation report is available at 

http://www.dest.gov.au/sectors/international_education/publications.  The Department of Education, Science and Training (DEST)  has worked closely with the Department of Immigration and Citizenship, state and territory governments and industry stakeholders to implement the recommendations from this report.  

Amendments have been made to the ESOS Act 2000 to support the implementation of the evaluation findings, including amendments to: 

· extend the “fit and proper” test to high managerial agents;

· allow for the automatic suspension of a provider who fails to pay their Annual Registration Charge;

· require that the provider have TAS coverage prior to registration;

· allow for a student refund when a student’s visa is refused; and

· recognise the mandatory requirement for written agreements with students under the National Code 2007.

Changes to the ESOS regulations have also been introduced to give effect to the recent amendments to the ESOS Act 2000 and to maintain the integrity of the Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for Overseas Students (CRICOS).

A National Code of Practice for Registration Authorities and Providers of Education and Training to Overseas Students 2007 was developed to incorporate recommendations from the ESOS Act 2000 evaluation and was introduced to Parliament in 2006.  The National Code 2007 is available at  http://www.aei.dest.gov.au/ESOS
Higher Education
Revised National Protocols for Higher Education Approval Processes were endorsed by the Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs (MCEETYA) on 7 July 2006.  The revised National Protocols allow for the establishment of specialised universities, which will undertake high quality teaching and research in one or two fields.  They also allow for non self-accrediting institutions with a strong track record of reaccreditation to become self-accrediting.  The title ‘university college’ will be reserved for use by new universities working towards full university status.  The revised National Protocols also clarify the rules for overseas institutions to operate in Australia and use the title ‘university’.

Vocational and Technical Education
The Australian Quality Training Framework 2007 was implemented on 1 July 2007.  All States and Territories have agreed on the AQTF 2007 Essential Standards for Registration and the AQTF 2007 Standards for State and Territory Registering Bodies, effective from 1 July 2007.

Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers
Education Services for Overseas Students
Enhancements have been made to the Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for Overseas Students to support the implementation of the changes made to the ESOS framework as part of the evaluation of the ESOS Act 2000.  Information on these changes can be found at https://prisms.dest.gov.au/Information/
Chapter 3 (i) Tourism and Travel Related Services

Approved Destination Status (ADS)
In August 2006, Australia and China signed a memorandum of understanding that seeks to strengthen the administrative arrangements for the ADS scheme.

The goals of the MOU are to:

· To share information that will allow travel under the ADS scheme to continue to grow: 

· To cooperate to ensure the efficient and effective administration of the ADS scheme; and 

· To build on a successful and sustainable ADS scheme, so that Chinese visitors travelling to Australia under the scheme are treated fairly and equitable, and have a quality holiday experience.

Chapter 3 (j): Recreational Cultural and Sporting Services

Operational Requirements

Australian Sports Anti Doping Authority

The Australian Sports Anti Doping Authority was established in 2006 to replace the Australian Sports Drug Agency.  The functions of ASADA include doping control, education and advocacy, testing, the investigation of doping allegations and the presentation of doping cases before sporting tribunals.  ASADA also provides resources and facilities for the operations of the Australian Sports Drug Medical Advisory Committee (ASDMAC).  These anti-doping services are regulated under the Australian Sports Anti-Doping Authority Act (2006) (see: http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/num_act/asaaa200662006482/ ) and the Australian Sports Anti-Doping Authority Regulations (2006) (see: http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_reg/asaar2006564/ )
 

ASADA’s major supplier of analytical testing services is the National Measurement Institute.  The engagement of additional companies to assist in the drug testing procedures (ie. couriers for transportation) must be companies approved by ASADA. ASADA may engage persons having suitable qualifications and experience as consultants to the Agency or to the Australian Sports Drug Medical Advisory Committee (ASDMAC).

ASADA may ask a recognised sporting administration body to arrange a drug testing procedure under guidelines of the ASADA Act 2006.

Under the ASADA Act 2006, ASADA may exchange information with Australian Customs and the Australian Federal Police that is relevant to potential Anti-Doping Rule Violations.

Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers
Drug Testing
The ASADA legislation introduced in 2006 now requires Doping Control Officers to undergo security clearances, including police checks, as a condition of employment.  They are not required to obtain any specific qualifications/licenses.  Their engagement is determined by the provisions of the ASADA Act 2006.

On 17 January 2006 Australia ratified to the UNESCO International Convention Against Doping in Sport.  The Convention is a binding international instrument which supersedes the Copenhagen Declaration. 

State Parties to the Convention commit themselves to the principles of the World Anti-Doping Code and to take specific action in a number of areas, including restricting the availability of prohibited substances and methods to athletes, and measures to facilitate doping control.  Such measures include encouraging and facilitating the negotiation by sports and anti-doping organisations of agreements permitting their members to be tested by duly authorised doping control teams from other countries/economies. The Convention came into force on 1 February 2007.

Chapter 3 (k:1) : Transport Services: Maritime

The Australian Government has announced that it will legislate pro-competitive reforms following a Productivity Commission inquiry.

The Government has recently implemented National Maritime Emergency Response Arrangements to provide a network of emergency towage vehicles at strategic locations around Australia. 

The Ministerial Guidelines for administering coastal trade have been refined in consultation with industry. Updated regulations for the coastal trade have been completed.

Chapter 3 (k:2) : Transport Services: Air

On 14 November 2005 the Minister for Transport and Regional Services announced the outcomes of a review of the Airports Act 1996.
The Australian Government introduced a range of amendments to the Act during 2006, which came into effect from 13 May 2007

In essence, the changes to the Airports Act:

· loosened restrictions on airlines owning smaller airports;

· made various changes to airport land use, planning and building controls and environment management provisions; and 

· made changes regarding monitoring and evaluating the quality of airport services and facilities. 

Complementing these changes the Australian Government released Airport Development Consultation Guidelines in December 2006. The Guidelines outline community consultation requirements in relation to airport planning at the leased federal airports. Copies of the guidelines are available through the Australian Government website for the Department of Transport and Regional Services (www.dotars.gov.au)

Chapter 3 (k:3) : Transport Services: Rail

Track Access

The Australian Government-owned Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) currently provides a single point of contact for rail operators seeking access to the interstate standard gauge track from Perth to the Queensland border.  The ARTC either owns or leases the interstate track between Kalgoorlie and the Queensland border and provides comprehensive management of access and infrastructure development over that track.  The track between Kalgoorlie and Perth is owned by a private firm, Babcock and Brown Ltd and run by WestNet Rail. Management of access and infrastructure development on the interstate track between the NSW Border and Brisbane remains the responsibility of Queensland Rail. Both the Tasmanian and Victorian governments have reacquired the intrastate track in their states.

Rail Safety Regulation

The Australian Transport Council (ATC) has agreed model national rail safety legislation and regulations and these are expected to be implemented by each state jurisdiction in 2007-08.  The model legislation covers all aspects of accreditation requirements, safety management systems, compliance and enforcement powers and consultation procedures.  It will also deal with other matters relating to infrastructure managers, rolling stock operators, their staff and contractors.

Chapter 3 (k:4) : Transport Services:  Road

There have been ongoing reforms in the road transport sector, led by transport ministers through the Australian Transport Council and supported by the National Transport Commission.

Progress has been made in areas including performance-based standards for heavy vehicles, heavy vehicle driver fatigue policy reform and the expansion of the higher mass limits national network.  For further detail, see http://www.ntc.gov.au.
Chapter 3 (l) : Energy Services

Natural Gas Pipelines
In July 2007 Epic Energy announced that in a deal with AGL, it has committed to the construction of a new 180km pipeline which will link Ballera in south-western Queensland to the gas hub at Moomba in north-eastern South Australia.  This will be the first physical link between the Queensland network and the south eastern Australian gas market, giving gas produced in Queensland access to the southern markets.

The new national gas legislative package will replicate the ring-fencing requirements from the National Third Party Access Code for Natural Gas Pipeline Systems.


	Insolvency

Introduction of a new statutory process to facilitate the winding up of companies in corporate groups.

Reforms to enhance the operation of the business rescue procedure.
ACMA proposes to release a discussion paper later in 2007 that will inform a full review of the Telecommunications (Emergency Call Service) Determination 2002 to be completed in 2008.

The Minister announced that a review of the Universal Service Obligation (USO) will take place in the second half of 2007.  The review will examine the architecture of the USO and consider the most effective way to deliver universal services to consumers.  The review will also consider appropriate USO subsidies.  Currently the USO is funded by a levy imposed on all telecommunications providers based on their revenues.

The Minister also announced that most of the current accounting separation regime which applies to Telstra will be removed.  This is expected to occur during the second half of 2007.  Many elements of accounting separation are now unnecessary in view of the operational separation obligations which were imposed on Telstra in 2006, which require operational separation between Telstra’s wholesale, retail and network services business units and establish a Price Equivalence Framework designed to enhance the transparency of Telstra’s wholesale pricing.

The current retail price controls that apply to Telstra expire on 30 June 2009.  A review of the price controls will be initiated in 2008 for completion in early 2009.

The Government has previously announced that a review of the telecommunications regulatory framework will be undertaken in 2009.

Chapter 3 (c) Construction and Related Engineering Services

A Joint Building / Planning Working Group has been established to develop a more effective delineation of planning and building controls to create greater regulatory consistency and curb Local Government action to undermine the code.

Chapter 3 (e): Education Services
Operational Requirements
Education Services for Overseas Students 

Implemented recommendations are currently being monitored and reviewed with further policy advice and interpretation being provided where necessary.  Progress on any outstanding evaluation matters will be identified and reviewed.

Quality Assurance processes for the English Language Intensive Courses for Overseas Students (ELICOS) and foundation sectors are also under development.

The Shared Responsibility Framework between States/Territories and the Australian Government will be finalised and implemented.

A comprehensive Education Strategy to successfully communicate the ESOS legislative framework will be developed and implemented.

Higher Education
Revised National Protocols for Higher Education Approval Processes will come into effect by the end of 2007.

MCEETYA will agree on detailed guidelines to support the revised National Protocols during 2007.  These guidelines will make the implementation of the revised National Protocols more consistent across Australian jurisdictions.

Chapter 3 (k:1) : Transport Services: Maritime

The Navigation Act 1912 is being updated and amended.
Australia continues to progress a number of issues within the IMO, relating to safety, marine environment protection and maritime security.

Chapter 3 (k:2) : Transport Services: Air

The Australian Government’s reforms promote competition between airports, allowing them to provide services on a commercial basis, while ensuring public interests are protected and environmental safeguards are in place.

The Department of Transport and Regional Services (DOTARS) will be monitoring recent Government initiatives which not only promote the on-going development of Australia’s major airports but also ensure that a system is in place which promotes effective consultation and communication and a transparent approvals process.

DOTARS will also be seeking to make a number of amendments during 2008 to those regulations which support the Airports Act.

Chapter 3 (k:3) : Transport Services: Rail

The Australian Government, through AusLink (the National Land Transport Plan) and the ARTC, is currently investing over $2.4 billion in rail infrastructure.  Under AusLink the Australian Government is finalising working with state governments 24 transport corridor strategies that will help inform further road and rail investment priorities.

The Australian Government has also announced that AusLink 2, the second tranche of the National Land Transport Plan, will invest $22.3 billion in land transport infrastructure.

Chapter 3 (k:4) : Transport Services:  Road

Ongoing transport reforms in accordance with the decisions made as part of the Council of Australian Governments’ National Reform Agenda.



	Investment


	General Policy Framework

Most recent figure for foreign direct investment in Australia (March 2007) is A$322.2 billion.
Australia lifted MFN thresholds in late 2006 from $50 million to $100 million/$200 million.  The exemption for foreign custody corporations has also been widened.

In addition,
· Media is no longer subject to equity restrictions (since April 2007)

· Telstra has been privatised
· We discriminate in favour of NZ citizens in relation to second hand real estate — Special Category Visa holders don't need approval.

Australia is no longer negotiating an FTA with the UAE.  However we are negotiating with GCC, Chile, Japan (not just feasibility study, mentioned in 2006 IAP).  A review in mid-2006 of our foreign investment framework under AUSFTA has resulted in changes to the screening threshold and broader exemption for foreign custody corporations.

Transparency 

Implement APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Investment

The Foreign Investment Review Board (FIRB) has published annual reports to the Australian Parliament (for the years 1996-2006 inclusive) which illustrate results of the screening process, including reasons proposals are rejected and recent trends in international investment.  A copy of the 2005-06 report is available at http://www.firb.gov.au
Australia has signed Taxation Information Exchange Agreements with Antigua and Barbados (signed 30 January 2007) and the Netherlands Antilles (signed 1 March 2007), and new comprehensive tax treaties with Norway (signed 8 August 2006) and Finland (signed 20 November 2006).  All these treaties contain enhanced ‘Exchange of Information’ provisions which conform to the new OECD standard for improved transparency in tax information exchange between treaty partners.

Non-discrimination

Since the 2006 IAP, foreign investment proposals which require prior approval are:
· acquisitions of substantial interests in existing Australian businesses, or prescribed corporations, the value of whose total assets exceeds AUD $100 million (up from AUD$50m).

· for US investors a notification threshold of AUD $871 (previously $831) million (indexed annually) instead applies, except for investments in prescribed sensitive sectors 1, or by an entity controlled by a US government, which are subject to a AUD $100 threshold (previously $52 million).

· takeovers of offshore companies whose Australian subsidiaries or assets exceed AUD $200 million and represent less than 50 per cent of global assets.
· for US investors, the AUD $871 million threshold applies to offshore takeovers where the Australian subsidiaries or assets represent less than 50 per cent of global assets, unless the proposal involves prescribed sensitive sectors or an entity controlled by the US Government (in which case the AUD $200 million threshold applies)
· acquisitions of interests in urban land (including interests that arise via leases, financing and profit sharing arrangements that involve the:

o
developed non-residential commercial real estate, where the property is subject to heritage listing, valued at AUD $5 million or more and the acquirer is not a US investor, 

o
developed non-residential commercial real estate, where the property is not subject to heritage listing, valued at AUD $100 million or more or AUD $871 million (indexed annually) for US investors;

o
accommodation facilities irrespective of value;

o
vacant urban real estate irrespective of value; or

o
residential real estate irrespective of value; or

o
shares or units in Australian urban land corporations or trust estates, irrespective of value; and

· proposals where any doubt exists as to whether they are notifiable.
New tax treaties with Norway and Finland include a Non-discrimination Article to prevent cross-border tax discrimination.


	-

	Standards and Conformance


	Standards

Australia’s standard setting bodies in the fields of building, animal and plant health, and food safety have adopted international standards as appropriate. 

Australia has completed alignment of most of the specific vehicle standards with United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE) regulations.

The Australian Standards for equipment for use in hazardous areas (gases and dust) have been aligned with those of the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) in approximately 95% of cases.  The remaining 5% will be considered and adopted over the coming years.

Australia participates actively in international standardisation activities.  Standards Australia is convenor and/or secretariat for 111 ISO and IEC technical committees, subcommittees and working groups.  

Standards Australia currently, for ISO and IEC, holds 397 ‘P’ memberships, 285 ‘O’ memberships and 599 ‘WG’ memberships
Conformity Assessment

Australia’s National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA) was one of the four inaugural signatories to the extended Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation MRA for inspection, signed in November 2003.  As of December 2006, there are 26 signatories to the APLAC MRA, including 12 signatories for inspection.  In April 2007 an additional scope descriptor for ISO 15189 (accreditation of medical laboratories) was added to the APLAC MRA.

Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand (JAS-ANZ) signed the APLAC MRA for Inspection Bodies in December 2006.

JAS-ANZ is a signatory to the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) multi-lateral arrangement for ISO 9001 and ISO 14001 Management systems accredited certification and Product Certification to ISO Guide 65 and regional and international accreditation organisations including PAC and IAF (International Accreditation Forum).

Measurement

The National Measurement Institute, Australia (NMIA), is Australia’s single peak metrology body and represents Australia at the highest level in international metrology. It provides a coherent and unified interface within Australia for government, industry and other elements of the technical infrastructure. In 2003, NMIA (then the National Measurement Laboratory, CSIRO) was one of the inaugural signatories to the Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) of the International Committee for Weights & Measures (CIPM). As at July 2007, 67 national and international institutes have signed the CIPM MRA. 

NMIA also participates in the Mutual Acceptance Arrangement (MAA) in pattern approval of the International Organisation for Legal Metrology (OIML), whose implementation began in 2005.

Information regarding NMIA and its activities can be found at: www.measurement.gov.au. 

Cooperation and Training

Australia has continued to be very active in the provision of technical assistance within the region. 

· In the area of metrology, NMIA has played a lead role in providing technical assistance through the activities of the Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs) – the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF) and the Asia-Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP), and in achieving a formal agreement for collaboration between those SRBs.

· NMIA is also providing technical training at its laboratories to scientists from various economies in the Asia-Pacific through medium-term secondments to NMIA.

Quarantine Fumigation
Australian Fumigation Accreditation Scheme (AFAS) is now operating in Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and India.  Training has been conducted in The Philippines, Papua New Guinea and China with full implementation expected in 2008 for these economies.

Australia and Indonesia co sponsored a successful APEC funded AFAS symposium attended by 140 delegates from 17 Economies.


	Standards

Australia will continue to review its stock of standards with a view to achieving a greater level of alignment with international standards by 2010/2020.

The remaining standards are those relating to general safety requirements including vehicle categories and dimensions. The review should be completed by the middle of 2008 although alignment may not be possible for some the remaining standards. Australia intends to accede to the UN-ECE 1998 Agreement and expects to sign the agreement by the end of 2007.

Standards Australia will seek to take on additional secretariats of international standardisation committees as the opportunities present themselves.  

Conformity Assessment

Australia will continue to be an active participant in the development and implementation of regional and international mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector.

NATA has been evaluated for the accreditation of reference material producers (RMP).  The initial signing of the extended APLAC MRA to include RMP will occur once 4 APLAC MRA signatories have been successfully evaluated for RMP.  This is expected to be sometime in 2008.

JAS-ANZ will continue to be an active contributor in the development and implementation of the mutual recognition arrangements for Inspection Bodies accreditation and shall actively promote the national, regional and international arrangements.

JAS-ANZ shall also continue to participate in the national, regional and international multi-lateral arrangements for mutual recognition and acceptance of accredited conformity assessment certification for management systems, product certification.

Measurement

NMIA is currently delivering against its unified strategic plan (2005-2008) to address Australia’s on-going and future measurement requirements. 

NMIA is developing Australia’s metrological capabilities in the new expert areas of nanometrology, chemical and biological metrology in line with international developments in these areas and in support of Australian industry. In 2007, NMIA successfully participated in a bid for funding a National Nanotechnology Strategy, which will help establish new nanometrology activities at NMIA. 

Also in 2007, the Australian government announced that NMIA will take on the responsibility for administering a national trade measurement system, transferring existing responsibilities from States and Territories. This is expected to commence in 2010 after a 3 year transition period.

Cooperation and Training

Australia will continue to pursue a targeted program of cooperation and training assistance in the APEC region.

· As well as continuing to provide regional technical assistance in metrology through its involvement in APMP and APLMF, NMIA is a key partner with the Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt (PTB), Germany, in the development of chemical metrology in the Asia Pacific. 

NMIA will assist the Australian Federal Police in improving their links with illicit drug enforcement agencies throughout the Asia-Pacific


Quarantine Fumigation
Discussions are underway regarding further training to be conducted in China for industry operators. 

Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Cambodia, and Singapore are keen to progress AFAS.  AQIS is currently seeking funding for the delivery of the training and assessment components of the Scheme in the first three of these countries.  New Zealand and Fiji have also sought information on AFAS.

The USA, Canada and New Zealand are currently considering options for collaborating with AQIS on assisting with funding or progressing the implementation of AFAS in their neighbouring regions.

Funding is being sought for three further projects in line with the recommendations of the APEC seminar:

1) To extend the benefits of the AFAS program by implementing multilateral rather than bilateral arrangements and to encompass a wider range of quarantine treatments;

2) To conduct audit training for regulatory officers;

3) To hold a further symposium in 2008 to enable continued dialogue between industry and regulators. 



	Customs Procedures


	Paperless trading

Australia and Chinese Taipei began a pilot project exchanging Air Cargo export data between the two customs administrations on 1 October 2006.

The purpose of the project was to conduct a proof-of-concept pilot, in which the two customs administrations work collaboratively on sharing analytical techniques for data matching and identifying anomalies in export data

The pilot has proved to be of great value to both customs administrations and has highlighted a significant amount of undervaluation discrepancies between the Export and Import data of both economies.

The pilot has been extended until September 2007.

Implementation of the TRIPS Agreement

Under Australian law, Australian Customs has specific provisions to detain and deal with goods that infringe registered trade marks, copyright material or protected Olympic expressions.  These provisions are contained within the Trade Marks Act 1995, the Copyright Act 1968, or the Olympic Insignia Protection Act 1987 and give rise to Australia’s Notice of Objection scheme.  A Notice of Objection is a legal document lodged by a right holder, objecting to the importation of goods that infringe their rights.  A Notice gives Customs the power to detain shipments of suspected infringing goods.

Customs recently initiated amendments to the Trade Marks Act 1995 and the Copyright Act 1968 to reduce the administrative burden and costs associated with right holders making an application under the Notice of Objection scheme:

· To assist in reducing the administrative burden of re-lodging Notices, the term of a Notice of Objection was increased from two years to four years in both Acts.

· The requirement for a security to be paid at the time of filing a Notice has now been replaced with provisions allowing a written undertaking.

Additional information on Australia’s Notice of Objection Scheme is available at www.customs.gov.au
Development of a compendium of harmonised trade data elements

Australia and the United Kingdom (UK) participated in a proof-of-concept Unique Consignment Reference (UCR) number pilot.  The project ran from March 2006 until June 2007 and involved the shipment of bulk wine from Australia to the UK and cased spirits from the UK to Australia.

The pilot tested the use of the GS1 Serial Shipping Container Code (SSCC) as a UCR and involved a number of industry stakeholders as well as both Australian and UK Customs administrations.

The pilot achieved most of its stated outcomes and showed that the SSCC can be used as a UCR for Customs purposes.

Other issues – Single Window
Standardised Data Set – precursor to single window

Although previously advised that Australian Customs was drafting a report to Government on the outcome of the Australian Standardised Data Set harmonisation exercise, the Government allowed this project to report via the Standard Business Reporting (SBR) project.

International Trade Single Window (ITSW)

Australian Customs was the lead trade agency within SBR and was tasked with examining the adoption of a single window for government agencies that issued international trade permits.  Due to the insignificant volume of permits and the benefit parameters, it was considered fiscally irresponsible to proceed with this undertaking.

APEC SCCP: Single Window Working Group

A sub team within ITSW was responsible for coordinating the deliverables mandated in the terms of reference of the APEC-Sub Committee on Customs Procedures (SCCP) Single Window Working Group (SWWG). This mandate concluded on 30 June 2007.  The team produced two deliverables on behalf of the SWWG:

· Single Window Development Report; and

· Single Window Strategic Plan.


	Paperless trading

A business case is to be prepared to examine the use of XML as a possible data exchange method for real time data exchange in the next stage of the pilot.

Implementation of the TRIPS Agreement

Additional measures aimed at reducing the flow of counterfeit and pirated goods by travellers and through the post are currently being considered.

Other issues – Single Window
As a result of the SBR business case Australian Customs considered that its Integrated Cargo System is, by and large, a single window and many of the reporting benefits have already been captured. It was considered, however that Australian Customs continue with the ITSW team to undertake the following tasks until 30 June 2008:

· Initiate several pilots with other economies to test and prove the concepts for electronic trade processes;

· Refine approaches for the data and information transfer between the Australian and foreign governments;

· Report back progress in the development of an e-Trade vision and proposed implementation strategy in the 2008/09 budgetary process; and

· Resolve administrative irritants identified in the development of this business case.

Contact: Andrew Hosking (International Trade Single Window) andrew.hosking@customs.gov.au


	Intellectual Property Rights


	Australia has now acceded to the 1996 World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) Copyright Treaty (WCT) and the 1996 WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT), collectively known as the “WIPO Internet Treaties”.  These treaties came into force for Australia on 26 July 2007.

The Copyright Amendment Bill 2006 included a package of reforms to the Copyright Act 1968 and was passed by both houses of Parliament on 5 December 2006. The Bill received Royal Assent on 11 December 2006 and all the amendments are now in effect.  The Copyright Amendment Act and a consolidated version of the Copyright Act are now available on the ComLaw website at www.comlaw.gov.au.

In general, the reforms strengthen owners’ rights and provide more certainty for users in the digital environment. New exceptions allow consumers to enjoy legitimate copyright material in some circumstances without breaching the law. New and innovative exceptions allow for the use of copyright material for socially useful purposes, such as use by educational institutions and people with disability. The laws also ensure that copyright owners can better protect their legitimate rights and securely make their material available online in new and different ways, for example through the use of technological protection measures. New enforcement measures, including on-the-spot fines and proceeds of crime remedies, target copyright piracy.

More specifically the reforms provide for:

New Criminal Offences

· A wide range of copyright enforcement measures have been created, including a tiered offences system, infringement notices, and proceeds of crime remedies.

· The new tiered offence system creates indictable, summary and strict liability offences relating to copyright piracy with the respective fault elements of each appropriately reflecting the degree of seriousness of each offence.

· The most serious indictable offences have a maximum penalty of 5 years imprisonment and/or fines between AU$60,500 to AU$93,500 while summary offences have maximum penalties of 2 years imprisonment and/or AU$13,200 fine.

· New strict liability offences were included to facilitate the effective policing of lower levels of commercial piracy.  However, to ensure that the legitimate business activities of consumers and businesses are not criminalised, the number of these offences has been limited and a variety of defences made available.  They carry a maximum penalty of AU$6,600.

· A new infringement notice scheme allows police to deal with minor offenders, enabling them to pay a penalty and forfeit infringing goods as an alternative to prosecution.

· Police are better able to counter organised crime involved in copyright piracy under new amendments allowing the application of proceeds of crime remedies.  This will also assist in minimising lost revenues through the detection of other serious crimes such as tax evasion and money laundering.

Under new Part VAA, offence provisions have been added to target those who access or help others to access pay-TV and other encoded broadcasts without paying.

Copyright Presumptions

Amendments were made to existing evidential presumptions in the Copyright Act to make it easier for copyright owners to prove subsistence and ownership of copyright.  Notices on goods claiming copyright ownership will now be presumed to be correct “unless the contrary is established”.  This will provide for a streamlining of judicial proceedings in copyright infringement cases.

Further amendments recognising industry specific labelling practices were introduced to ensure that industry labelling practices are adequately covered by evidential presumptions.

Civil Remedies and Commercial Scale Infringement online

Amendments to s.115 provide courts with enhanced powers to grant relief to copyright owners in civil actions involving commercial-scale electronic infringements, particularly in relation to peer-to-peer file sharing or by way of hypertext linking or downloads from remote websites.

Customs seizure of imported infringing copies

The process for dealing with pirated material at the border has been simplified.  Amendments dealing with the seizure of imported copies of copyright material make it easier for copyright owners to use the Notice of Objection scheme.  A Notice of Objection lodged by a copyright owner with the Australian Customs Service (Customs) authorises a Customs officer to seize copies of infringing copyright material where that copyright owner has objected to their importation.  

Exceptions to infringement of copyright

A variety of amendments provide for new exceptions to infringement of copyright for the benefit of consumers.  These include amendments that allow for the recording of broadcasts for replaying at a more convenient time, the reproduction of copyright material in a different format for private use and new exceptions that allow use for purposes which benefit the broader Australian community.

· Provision is now made under the Copyright Act for “time-shifting”, meaning that consumers can now legally record a television or radio broadcast to watch or listen to at a more convenient time.

· Copying of material into a different format for private and domestic use is now permitted for books, newspapers and periodicals, photographs and videotapes.  This is provided that:

· The original copy is a legitimate copy

· The copy is not sold, provided for hire, lent or given away

· Multiple copies are not made

· Copying computer games is not allowed

· The removal of any anti-copying devices applied by the manufacturer is prohibited

· As long as it is for private and domestic use, it is now legal to make a copy of a sound recording that you own for all the players you own regardless of the format.  It is possible to make sequential copies of the original within certain limits specified under s.109.

· A new “fair dealing” exception has been introduced for the use of copyright material for the purpose of parody or satire. (ss.41A and 103AA)

· A new exception provides that copyright material can be used for certain “special” purposes by libraries, archives, educational institutions and persons with a disability. (s.200AB)

· New definitions of “library”, “administrative purposes” and the meaning of “reasonable portion” and the commercial availability test help clarify the circumstances in which official copying of library and archive material can occur. (s.49 and s.50)

Responses to the Digital Agenda Review

The exception permitting schools to play music and films in the classroom has been expanded to allow the “reticulation” of films and sound recordings through a central “source player” and the retransmission of live broadcasts.

Amendments to clarify that proxy caching by educational institutions is not an infringement of copyright, provided the copies are temporary and only made for efficiency (e.g to reduce bandwidth congestion).
Copyright Tribunal

A number of amendments were included to improve the role and operation of the Copyright Tribunal.  These amendments provide guidance to the Tribunal on a variety of issues relevant to licensing disputes and other matters.

Technological Protection Measures

New amendments strengthen Australia’s laws on technological protection measures (TPMs) and provide new exceptions to liability.

· Civil and criminal penalties have been introduced for circumventing an access control TPM, which is defined under the Act.  This definition specifically excludes certain access control TPMs (e.g regional coding on DVDs) to allow legitimate circumvention in certain circumstances.

· New specific exceptions to liability under the TPM scheme include:

· Where the copyright owner has granted permission

· Interoperability between computers

· Encryption research

· Computer security testing

· Online privacy

· Law enforcement and national security, and

· Acquisitions by libraries and other related institutions

· Additional exceptions under the Copyright Regulations 1969
Ensuring the Expeditious Granting of IP Rights

Patents

A Review of the Innovation Patent was completed and found that the system was generally meeting its objectives of providing quick and inexpensive protection for lower level inventions to encourage SMEs to develop and market their incremental inventions.

The Intellectual Property Laws Amendment Act 2006 came into effect and implemented a number of new measures, including:

· Provisions for exemplary damages in cases of flagrant infringement of a patent;

· Amendments to the provisions providing for exception to infringement where a party has taken steps to use a patented product or process before the priority date of a patent.

· Allowing springboarding as an exception to patent infringement at any time for purposes solely in connection with gaining regulatory approval of a pharmaceutical product.

Add a new competition test for the grant of a compulsory licence.

Trade Marks

The Trade Marks Amendment Act 2006 amended the Trade Marks Act 1995 to strengthen trade marks rights, providing greater certainty to trade mark owners and the general public.

The review of the relationship between trade marks and business names, company names and domain names was completed. 

In late 2006 IP Australia undertook an evaluation of the Assisted Filing Service (renamed TM Headstart) to identify areas for improvement. TM Headstart has a key role to play in supporting the trade mark application process, and allows users to speak directly to an examiner, to receive an assessment promptly, to identify potential barriers to registration, and where necessary, an opportunity to modify the request before filing a trade mark application. TM Headstart can be accessed via the internet at http://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/trademarks/tmhs_start.shtml 

Designs

A review of the spare parts provisions was completed.  The review found that no changes to the spare parts provisions in the Designs Act 2003 are required at this stage.

Plant Breeders Rights
Effective Enforcement of IP Rights 

Australian trade mark and copyright owners will have access to stronger intellectual property (IP) protection as the result of funding of more than $12.4 million over the next two years to enable the Australian Federal Police and the Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions to more effectively target trade mark and copyright crime.

Public Education and Awareness of IP, enhanced IP user skills

China Advocacy Program

A national seminar series focussing on the IP system in China was facilitated with more than 1000 attendees participating.
A segment of IP Australia’s website is now devoted to providing information on protecting IP in China.  Fact sheets covering basic information on protecting trade mark, patent and designs in China, enforcing IP rights and contact points are included. http://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/resources/china_introduction.shtml

More than 15,000 votes were received as part of IP Australia’s quest to find ‘Australia’s Favorite Trade Mark’.  The competition was designed to raise awareness of trade marks and the role they play in the Australian community as part of our centenary celebrations.

IP Australia celebrated World IP Day 2007 with a series of IP themed events across Australia to increase the level of awareness of IP amongst the general public.  Significant media coverage resulted. 

IP Australia undertook a promotional campaign aimed at increasing awareness amongst SMEs of the Innovation Patent.

The Assisted Filing Service was re-branded with great success to TM Headstart.  Early usage figures indicate an increase of around 100% of the service.

IP Australia, in conjunction with a number of industry partners, developed an IP resource for the Fashion Industry consisting of an information booklet and a website (to be launched (Aug 07).
APEC Cooperation on IP Issues

APEC Intellectual Property Rights Experts Group

As part of Australia’s APEC hosting responsibilities in 2007, Australia hosted APEC IPEG XXIV in Sydney.  This event was followed by the APEC Trading Ideas symposium.  www.tradingideas.org 

APEC TILF Projects

IP Australia produced a range of PE&A resources for APEC economies as part of a TILF project.  These included a website and fact sheets for Chile, a guide to SMEs, IP related fact sheets and a PE&A Workshop for Mexico, a guide to IP for SMEs and a PE&A Workshop for Thailand and web enhancements, two publications, an IP seminar and a PE&A Workshop for Viet Nam.
IP Australia will finalise its public education and awareness program by the end of 2007, CTI 11/2005T.  The project’s timeframe was extended to enable finalisation of publications for Chile, Thailand and Viet Nam.
IP Australia is also working with Hong Kong, China; and Singapore to deliver a series of public education and awareness platform projects.  The first phase of the project involved an online platform to deliver public education (http://www.apecipeg.org/pear/ ) and awareness resources and materials to developing APEC economies and a symposium in Hong Kong, China in November 2006.  CTI 03/2006.
The second phase of the project involves developing a how-to guide for conducting market research, a model survey instrument to support the guide, and a workshop in Singapore during December 2007 on conducting and using market research for IPR campaigns.  CTI 12/2007T.

	The Government is currently undertaking a review of the amendments to the Copyright Act made by the Copyright Amendment (Parallel Importation) Act 2003.  This review is restricted to an investigation of the effect of the conferral of jurisdiction to the Federal Magistrates Court, the matters which may be considered by a court in calculating the relief to be granted and whether the offence relating to advertising the supply of an infringing copy should be extended to cover all “work or other subject-matter”.
Ensuring the Expeditious Granting of IP Rights

Patents

A review of the requirement for patent applicants to provide search results from foreign patent offices.

The Government expects to publish its response to a number of reports on issues in the patent system:

· Genes and Ingenuity: Gene Patenting and Human Health, by the Australian Law Reform Commission;

· Consideration of patents and experimental use, by the Advisory Council on Intellectual Property (ACIP);

· Consideration of Crown Use provisions for patents and designs, by ACIP (www.acip.gov.au).

Trade Marks

Amendments to the Trade marks legislation will be proposed in order to make the provisions relating to enforcement consistent with those in the Copyright Act 1968

The Government’s response to the review of the relationship between trade marks and business names, company names and domain names is expected to be released in late 2007.

Plant Breeders Rights

The Plant Breeders Rights Advisory Committee is undertaking an inquiry into the development of an assessment framework which can be used when making decisions on whether to extend the duration of PBR protection

Effective Enforcement of IP Rights 

An Advisory Council on Intellectual Property (ACIP) review of post-grant Patent Enforcement Strategies was launched in November 2006.  This review focuses on strategies that may assist individuals and (SME’s) enforce their patents in a cost effective way.
An ACIP inquiry into and report on issues relating to the enforcement of plant breeder's rights in Australia and to consider possible strategies to assist Australian plant breeder's rights holders effectively enforce valid rights will commence in the next financial year.

IP Australia and the Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts are undertaking a review of ambush marketing legislation enacted for the purposes of the Olympic Games movement and the Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth Games. 
Public Education and Awareness of IP, enhanced IP user skills

The segment of IP Australia’s website devoted to providing information on protecting IP in China will be further enhanced to include information on protecting IP in Japan.

IP Australia will be actively participating in Canberra’s Floriade 2007, the largest flower festival in the southern hemisphere.  The theme for this event is ‘Aussie Myths and Icons’, which provides IP Australia with an opportunity to leverage PE&A outcomes for all four rights. 

IP Australia celebrated 100 years of design registration in 2007, and will mark this occasion with a range of initiatives.
IP Australia will use World IP Day 2008 to increase the level of IP awareness amongst the general public.

IP Australia will partner with the Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry in a national seminar series taking in 25 locations with a focus on SMEs and the role of IP in successful exporting.

IP Australia is currently undertaking a scoping review into the extent of IP education in the Vocational Education and Training Sector.  If there is limited supply and the study reveals strong demand, there will be a project initiated to develop IP curriculum. 

APEC Cooperation on IP Issues
APEC TILF Project

Phase three of the public education and awareness platform projects proposes to assist economies implement public education and awareness campaigns targeting SMEs including a workshop in November 2008 and a SME IPR commercialisation and management resource by December 2009.  CTI 06/2008T

	Competition Policy


	General Policy Framework, including Implementation of APEC Leaders Transparency Standards on Competition Law and Policy

In 2006, COAG announced that all Australian governments will work together on a new National Reform Agenda which incorporates human capital, competition and regulatory reform streams.  On 13 April 2007 COAG agreed to strengthen regulation-making processes; competition reforms in the areas of energy, transport and infrastructure; and a number of actions in the area of human capital.  

The Productivity Commission has undertaken economic modelling of the potential long‑term benefits of implementation of the National Reform Agenda.  The Commission’s report is available on its website at:  http://www.pc.gov.au/research/crp/nationalreformagenda/index.html
Further information is available at http://www.coag.gov.au/meetings/130407/index.htm.  

Review of Competition Policies and/or Laws

Trade Practices Act (TPA)

Treasury developed legislation to implement the Australian Government’s response to the June 2004 report of the Senate Economics References Committee on The Effectiveness of the Trade Practices Act 1974 in Protecting Small Business.  On 20 June 2007, the Treasurer introduced the Trade Practices Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2007 into the House of Representatives (see http://www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/economics_ctte/trade_practices/index.htm )

The Trade Practices Legislation Amendment Act (No. 1) 2006 (the Dawson Act) and associated regulations implement the Government’s response to the 2003 Review of The Competition Provisions of The Trade Practices Act 1974 (the Dawson Review).  The Dawson Act passed through the Parliament on 19 October 2006, and commenced on 1 January 2007. 

The Dawson Act introduced a new collective bargaining notification regime for small business, where the annual value of the transaction does not exceed $3 million.  Treasury prepared regulations applying higher thresholds for small businesses in certain industries to collectively bargain.  These regulations commenced on 27 March 2007 (see http://www.comlaw.gov.au/ComLaw/Legislation/Act1.nsf/0/35CFA305E5D5F195CA25722000110A55?OpenDocument)

Treasury is currently developing a Bill which will implement one of the recommendations from the Dawson Review, to introduce criminal penalties for serious cartel conduct (see http://www.treasurer.gov.au/tsr/content/pressreleases/2005/004.asp ).

Treasury provided a submission to the Senate Economic Committee’s Inquiry into the Price of Petrol in Australia and assisted in relation to the Treasurer’s direction to the ACCC on 15 June 2007 to commence an inquiry into petrol pricing across Australia under Part VIIA of the TPA (see http://www.treasurer.gov.au/tsr/content/pressreleases/2007/050.asp ).  The price inquiry will be completed and its report submitted by 15 October 2007.

International Shipping

In June 2004, the Productivity Commission commenced a public inquiry into Part X of the Trade Practices Act 1974 (International Liner Cargo Shipping).  The Government tabled the Commission’s final report in Parliament in October 2005.

On 4 August 2006, the Government announced its response to the report, deciding to retain Part X but to amend it to promote further competitive reform of the international liner cargo shipping sector in Australia.  The amendments to Part X are intended to:

· clarify its objectives; 

· remove discussion agreements from its scope; 

· protect individual confidential service contracts between carriers and shippers; and 

· introduce a range of penalties for breaches of its procedural provisions.
National Water Initiative

In June 2004, water reform arrangements were incorporated into the new National Water Initiative (NWI), which was agreed by the Commonwealth and State and Territory Governments.  Government progress against water reform commitments was monitored under the National Competition Policy framework up until the 2005 assessment undertaken by the National Water Commission (NWC). 

Measures to Deal with Vertical Restraints
The ACCC has a formal immunity policy and cooperation policy to assist in the detection of Cartel conduct.

http://www.accc.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/708758/fromItemId/716990
Measures to Deal with Abuse of Dominant Position

Essential Facilities

The Australian Government’s legislation to give effect to its response to a review of the National Access Regime by the Productivity Commission took effect on 1 October 2006.  The Australian Government’s response to the Productivity Commission report is available at: http://www.treasurer.gov.au/tsr/content/publications/FinalReport_ NationalAccessRegime.asp.

In February 2006, all Australian governments agreed on a new national reform agenda that includes further enhancements to Australia’s system of economic regulation of infrastructure.

These improvements focus on establishing a simpler and consistent national approach to economic regulation of significant infrastructure.  They include commitments to improve the clarity and timeliness of regulatory processes and to promote greater consistency between state access regimes and the National Access Regime.

Cooperation Arrangements with other Member Economies

The ACCC has a variety of cooperation mechanisms with APEC Member Economies, including agency level agreements with the Korean Fair Trade Commission, the New Zealand Commerce Commission (NZCC), the Fair Trade Commission of Chinese Taipei and the Consumer Affairs Council of Papua New Guinea (now the Independent Consumer and Competition Commission).  The ACCC’s cooperation agreements are available on its website:

http://www.accc.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/255435/fromItemId/255432
The ACCC and the NZCC signed on 7 August a cooperation protocol for merger cooperation between both agencies, particularly in the assessment of mergers affecting the trans-tasman market.  A copy of this agreement can be accessed at:

http://www.accc.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/757826/fromItemId/774553
The ACCC had a staff seconded to the New Zealand Commerce Commission and the Fair Trade Commission of Chinese Taipei.  Officials from the Competition Commission of Singapore were seconded on a short term basis to the ACCC.


	Trade Practices Act (TPA)

The Treasurer proposed amendments to the ACCC’s ability to bring representative actions for breaches of the secondary boycott provisions of the TPA.  The Trade Practices Amendment (Small Business Protection) Bill will amend the TPA to enable the ACCC to bring representative court actions on behalf of persons who have suffered or are likely to suffer loss or damage due to breaches of the secondary boycott provisions of the TPA (see http://www.aph.gov.au/library/pubs/bd/2002-03/03bd060.htm) 

National Water Initiative

The NWC continues to be responsible for assessing governments’ progress in implementing the NWI and will publish biennial assessments of progress commencing in 2007.
Measures to Deal with Vertical Restraints
The ACCC will continue to assess and review the methods used to detect cartels, particularly in light of any amendments to the TPA with respect to cartel conduct.

Measures to Deal with Abuse of Dominant Position

The Australian Government intends to amend the National Access Regime in response to the Productivity Commission Review of Price Regulation of Airport Services.  

Cooperation Arrangements with other Member Economies

The ACCC and NZCC have agreed to revise their cooperation arrangements to reflect increased cooperation and collaboration between the agencies.  The agreements will be revised to also take into account amendments to the TPA which facilitates information sharing by the ACCC with other regulatory authorities.


	Government Procurement


	Accountability and due process 
Finance Circular 2006/02 Commonwealth Procurement Guidelines – Clarification was issued on 3 August 2006.  The circular clarifies certain elements of the CPGs. 

In respect of the WTO GPA, Australia’s current position is non-accession to the GPA. It is burdensome in terms of some of the procedural requirements it places on the conduct of procurement.  Nevertheless, Australia continues to monitor the progress of the GPA so that if the GPA becomes favourable in these respects Australia is well placed to consider accession.

AusTender searching and reporting capability has been enhanced and the contracts reported function has been integrated. A parallel project aims to address the quality of contracts information sourced from agency financial systems.

Fair Dealing

The Australian Public Service Act 1999 ‘code of conduct’ places obligations on Australian Government officials when undertaking their duties. They include that officials must disclose and take reasonable steps to avoid conflicts of interest and behaving with honesty and integrity at all times.

Non-discrimination

The Endorsed Supplier Arrangement ceased in November 2006.


	Accountability and due process

The Australian Government is currently enhancing its procurement reporting requirements and practices to operate AusTender as the single vehicle for procurement reporting.



	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	General Policy Position, including implementation of APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Regulatory Reform

On 13 April 2007, the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) announced a Regulatory Reform Plan, which sets out jurisdictions’ commitments to implement the regulatory reform stream of the National Reform Agenda.  http://www.coag.gov.au/meetings/130407/docs/coag_nra_regulatory_reform.pdf
COAG agreed to:

· establish and maintain effective regulation-making arrangements to maximise the efficiency of new and amended regulation and avoid unnecessary compliance costs and restrictions on competition; 

· to undertake targeted public annual reviews of existing regulation to identify priority areas where regulatory reform would provide significant net benefits to business and the community; 

· a range of measures to address cross-jurisdictional regulatory ‘hotspots’ where duplicative and burdensome regulation exists; and 

· the Productivity Commission benchmarking compliance costs of regulations across Australian Government jurisdictions in targeted areas.

The COAG Reform Council (CRC) has been established to monitor the implementation of reforms referred to it by COAG and provide COAG with annual reports on progress.  Further information is available at http://www.coag.gov.au/meetings/130407/index.htm.  

On 27 June 2007, Australia attended an APEC Economic Committee Seminar on the Role of Competition Policy in Structural Reform.  At this seminar Australia presented a self-assessment using the APEC-OECD Integrated Checklist on Regulatory Reform.  Australia found the exercise to be beneficial and encourage other APEC member economies to undertake the self-assessment in the future.
Identification and Review of Proposed Regulations

On 15 August 2006, The Australian Government announced its final response to the Taskforce on Reducing Regulatory Burdens on Business.  The Taskforce report is available at:  www.regulationtaskforce.gov.au and the final Government response is available at:  http://www.treasurer.gov.au/tsr/content/pressreleases/2006/088.asp
The Australian Government has accepted in full or in part 159 of the report’s 178 recommendations, including commitments to implement new regulation-making and review systems, involving:  

· more rigorous assessment, including cost‑benefit analysis, of the impacts of regulatory proposals;

· re‑establishment of the Office of Regulation Review as the Office of Best Practice Regulation (OBPR), with additional funding, to monitor/assist agencies undertaking regulatory analysis; 
· the Cabinet Office has the capacity to ‘bounce’ Cabinet documents if they do not include adequate compliance cost assessment;
· new consultation processes, including a commitment to release an initial policy ‘green paper’ and/or exposure draft to stakeholders, and annual regulatory plans to provide stakeholders with an early indication of potential regulatory changes; and
· targeted reviews of new regulations five years after implementation, to ensure the continuing effectiveness of new regulation created since 2007.

Identification and Review of Existing Regulations

The Productivity Commission has been asked to examine, via a rolling five‑year cycle of reviews, the burdens on business arising from the stock of Australian Government regulation.  All sectors of the economy will be examined over the cycle.  The report of the first review, focusing on regulation in the primary sector, commenced on 1 April 2007 and is due by the end of October 2007.  

Reform of Industry/Sector Specific Regulation
Airports

In 2006, the Productivity Commission conducted a review of price regulation of airport services.  On 30 April 2007, the Government announced its response to the Commission’s final report.

The Government decided to continue the current light-handed approach to the regulation of aeronautical prices at the major airports, accepting the Commission’s recommendation that Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth and Adelaide airports be subject to price monitoring for a further six years from 1 July 2007, and that Canberra and Darwin airports be excluded from the new regime. The Government also agreed to implement a number of amendments to improve the regime’s effectiveness, including setting clear expectations for effective commercial negotiations and introducing a ‘show cause’ mechanism.

In February 2007, the ACCC issued its airport price monitoring report for 2005-06.  The report is available at: http://www.accc.gov.au/content/index.phtml?itemId=781192.    

Energy

Since 2006 the Ministerial Council on Energy (www.mce.gov.au) has continued to progress a range of reforms in the energy sector, including:

· nationally consistent economic regulation of energy markets in electricity and gas, with a comprehensive legislative package to be enacted by the end of 2007;

· the development of nationally consistent regulation of distribution and retail functions to be enacted in 2008,

both of which include the transfer of further functions from State and Territory regulators to national regulatory bodies (the Australian Energy Regulator and the Australian Energy Market Commission).

In April 2007, COAG agreed to a range of reforms designed to strengthen the national character of the governance and regulation of Australia’s energy markets (see http://www.coag.gov.au/meetings/130407/docs/coag_nra_competition_reforms.pdf), having considered the recommendations of the Energy Reform Implementation Group (www.erig.gov.au).  These included:

· the establishment of an industry-funded national energy market operator for both gas and electricity;
· the introduction of a national planning function within the market operator to provide more strategic and nationally coordinated planning for transmission networks; and
· removing impediments to the efficient function of energy financial markets, including options for the integration of the electricity spot and forward contract markets. 
COAG also agreed to a national roll-out of electricity “smart meters” where the benefits outweigh the costs. 

Wheat Export Arrangements

Further changes were made to Australia's wheat marketing arrangements in June 2007 through amendments to the Wheat Marketing Act 1989 (the Wheat Marketing Amendment Bill 2007).

The key elements of the changes are:

· The extension of the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry’s temporary veto power over bulk exports until 30 June 2008; 

· The inclusion of the power for the Minister to change the entity that operates the single desk between 1 March 2008 and 30 June 2008; 

· Improved information gathering and investigative powers for the regulator; 

· The ability for the Minister to direct the regulator to investigate matters relating to its functions and disseminate that information to relevant authorities; 

· A range of structural and governance reforms to the Wheat Export Authority which will commence from 1 October 2007; and 
· The deregulation of exports in bags and containers with the addition of a quality assurance safeguard to ensure that wheat exports meet the quality specifications in the contractual arrangements with the customer. This change will commence on 27 August 2007.

Barley

The statutory acquisition powers held by ABB Grain Export Limited over barley produced in the state of South Australia for export in bulk have been terminated under the Barley Exporting Bill 2007, effective 1 July 2007 – see:
http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/grains/news
Sugar

The statutory vesting arrangements for Queensland Sugar Limited (QSL) have been terminated under the Queensland Government’s Sugar Industry Amendment Act 2005, effective 1 January 2006 – see: http://www2.dpi.qld.gov.au/sugar/18192.html


	Identification and Review of Proposed Regulations

The Australian Government will launch the new Best Practice Regulation Handbook (draft currently available at http://www.obpr.gov.au) in August 2007.  The Handbook outlines the Australian Government’s strengthened regulation making processes.    

Identification and Review of Existing Regulations

The Productivity Commission will deliver its final report on the review of regulation in the primary industries sector in October 2007.  The Australian Government will present its initial Red Tape Reduction Agenda, drawing on the Commission’s findings in early 2008. 

The forward work programme for the Productivity Commission annual reviews is as follows:

· manufacturing sector and distributive trades - 2008 

· social and economic infrastructure services - 2009 

· business and consumer services - 2010 

· economy-wide generic regulation and regulation missed in earlier reviews - 2011 

Further information is available on the PC’s website:  http://www.pc.gov.au/regulatoryburdens/primarysector/background.html
Reform of Industry/Sector Specific Regulation
Airports

In its response to the Productivity Commission review of price regulation of airport services, the Government agreed that a further independent review would be carried out in 2012, or earlier if there is clear evidence of unjustifiable price increases or other misuse of market power across the price monitored airports.
Energy
Work will continue on transferring responsibility for all energy regulation and rule-making to the new national energy bodies and developing a streamlined, national regime for completion by mid-2008. The Council of Australian governments has also made in-principle agreement to replace NEMMCO with an Australian energy market operator that will combine both gas and electricity market operation functions, as well as undertake a new national transmission planning function.

Implementation of the MCE's response to the review of the gas access regime will begin in 2007.



	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	-
	-

	Dispute Mediation


	pp. 390 – 391. To be added to chapter preamble:

Australia’s Approach to Dispute Mediation in 2007

Australia seeks to resolve disputes with other Governments in a cooperative, non-confrontational manner having regard to International Law. 

In respect of investment, Australia provides investors with the option of referring disputes to the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes and provides for foreign awards to be enforced.  Australia is a party to both the Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards (1958, New York) (the New York Convention) and the International Convention on the Settlement of Investment Disputes (1965, Washington) (the ICSID Convention).  Both these Conventions are implemented in the International Arbitration Act 1974.  

For the text of the New York Convention, see http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1975/25.html.  

For the text of the ICSID Convention, see http://www.worldbank.org/icsid/basicdoc/9.htm.  

In respect of trade, Australia makes use of WTO dispute settlement procedures where appropriate.

Overview of WTO Disputes Involving Australia since 2006
The following are current disputes initiated against Australia: 

· Certain Measures Affecting the Importation of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables (WT/DS270);

· Certain Measures Affecting the Importation of Fresh Pineapple Fruit (WT/DS/271). 

Australia has also initiated a dispute against:

· European Communities: Export Subsidies on Sugar (WT/DS/265);

Australia is currently participating as a third party in the following WTO disputes : 

· European Communities (EC): Measures affecting the approval and marketing of biotech products (WT/DS291, 292 and 293);

· United States/Canada: Continued Suspension of obligations in the EC Hormones dispute (WT/DS320 and 321);

· European Communities and Certain Member States/United States: Measures affecting trade in large civil aircraft (WT/DS316 and 317);

· European Communities and Certain Member States: Measures Affecting Trade in Large Civil Aircraft (Second Complaint) (WT/DS347);

· United States:  Measures Affecting Trade in Large Civil Aircraft (Second Complaint) (WT/DS353).

· Brazil: Measures affecting imports of retreaded tyres (WT/DS332);

· Canada: Measures relating to exports of wheat (WT/DS276);

· India : Measures Affecting the Importation and Sale of Wines and Spirits from the European Communities (WT/DS352);

· India:  Additional and Extra-Additional Duties on Imports from the United States (WT/DS360);

· China: Measures Affecting Imports of Automobile Parts (WT/DS339, DS340 and DS342);

· Turkey: Measures Affecting the importation of rice (WT/DS334);

· United States; Subsidies on Upland Cotton (WT/DS267)

· Chile-Price Band System and Safeguard Measures Relating to Certain Agricultural Products – Recourse to Article 21.5 (WT/DS207)

· United States – Subsidies and other Domestic Support for Corn and Other Agricultural Products (DS357)

· United States – Domestic Support and Export Credit Guarantees for Agricultural Products (DS365)

· China – Certain Measures Granting Refunds, Reductions or Exemptions from Taxes and Other Payments (DS359)

In relation to the dispute that Australia, together with Brazil and Thailand, took against the European Communities over export subsidies provided to EC sugar, there is a quadriparty monitoring mechanism in place between Australia, Thailand, Brazil and the European Communities on European Communities sugar reforms.

In relation to the dispute with the European Communities regarding Australia’s quarantine regime for imports (DS 287), Australia and the European Communities notified the DSB on 9 March 2007 that they had reached a mutually agreed solution on 9 March 2007.  The solution addresses the issues identified by the European Communities whilst respecting Australia’s Appropriate Level of Protection and its existing accommodating Australia’s SPS legislation and import policy development process. Expert discussions continue on scientific aspects associated with trade in pig meat and chicken meat.
Additional information on these disputes is available from the website of the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade at www.dfat.gov.au/trade/negotiations/wto_disputes.html.


	Dispute settlement provisions have been included in all Investment Promotion and Protection Agreements (IPPAs) settled with APEC economies since 1996.  Dispute settlement provisions are contained in the free trade agreements between Australia and Singapore (July, 2003), the United States (January, 2005) and Thailand (January, 2005).

	Mobility of Business People


	Regulatory Visa regimes - Information Exchange 

Australia made a number of enhancements to the Business Mobility Group (BMG) website to ensure clear and comprehensive information is available, including on:

· the permissible business activities of short-term business visitors;

· the employment rights of temporary business residents and their spouses and dependents; and

· the place and method of visa lodgement, visa validity period and maximum period of stay. 

Short term business entry

Australia has completed the re-build of the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) system (Trade Facilitation Measure 1C).  The new system is more efficient, faster and easier to use.  It has facilitated faster processing of both home and foreign applications.

Australia along with a selected working group containing members of the BMG has effected changes within the Operating Framework of the ABTC scheme to enable a transitional category to be included and for the United States to join the scheme within this category.

Further information about the ABTC scheme is available from:

Ms Alanna Potts
APEC Section,
Department of Immigration and Citizenship
PO Box 25 BELCONNEN ACT 2616
(tel: [+61] 2 6264 1457 Fax: [+61] 2 6264 3547; 
e-mail: abtc@immi.gov.au.

Business Temporary Residency

Australia’s temporary business entry arrangements enable highly skilled staff to come to Australia for periods of up to 4 years to conduct business and for business- related employment.  Streamlined entry arrangements facilitate the quick entry of highly skilled staff.

The temporary business visa (457 visa) allows Australian companies to sponsor the temporary entry of overseas employees including intra company transfers; offshore companies seeking to establish a branch of the company in Australia.

A new English language requirement was introduced on 1 July 2007 to help ensure overseas workers are able to respond to occupational health and safety risks and raise any concern about their welfare with relevant authorities.

For further information on temporary business entry to Australia contact:

Sponsored Temporary Employment Section
Department of Immigration and Citizenship
PO Box 25 BELCONNEN ACT 2616
(Tel: [+61] 2 6264 2066 Fax [+61] 2 6264 1399
email: business.employment.section@immi.gov.au 

Counter‑Terrorism

Travel Document Security 

Australia, as project overseer of a TILF-project, conducted a seminar on the margins of SOM II 2006 in Ho Chi Minh City and a workshop in July 2006 in Hong Kong, China to build the capacity of APEC economies to adopt ICAO (international) standards on e-passports. Both the seminar and the workshop were highly beneficial to members within APEC (Trade Facilitation Measure (1A c).

Counter‑Terrorism

Advance Passenger Information (API)

Australia has completed the feasibility studies for API within BMG members. Australia continues to use its Advanced Passenger Processing (APP) system which meets agreed APEC API standards (2B). 

Legal Infrastructure

Professional Service

The Australian Department of Immigration and Citizenship has been operating a training college with an emphasis on quality assurance and decision-making for border security and immigration compliance officers.  These training programs are being introduced to ensure that Australian immigration officials are well trained and supported (1A b). 

Regional Movement Alert System  (RMAS)

Australia, as project overseer of a TILF- project, conducted a successful workshop in Thailand in August 2006 which explained the operational and technical requirements for participation in RMAS.  In 2007 the RMAS system was upgraded from a pilot to a fully operational system, standard operating procedures for the 24/7 contact centres were agreed, and the system was enhanced to positively validate passport data.  In addition to the real-time checking whether a passport is lost or stolen, the validity of Australian passports is now being confirmed by the Australian issuing authority at the same time (for example, revoked, counterfeit, cancelled etc).

Regional Movement Alert System (RMAS)

Australia, as project overseer of a TILF- project, conducted a successful workshop in Thailand in August 2006 which explained the operational and technical requirements for participation in RMAS.  In 2007 the RMAS system was upgraded from a pilot to a fully operational system, standard operating procedures for the 24/7 contact centres were agreed, and the system was enhanced to positively validate passport data.  In addition to the real-time checking whether a passport is lost or stolen, the validity of Australian passports is now being confirmed by the Australian issuing authority at the same time (for example, revoked, counterfeit, cancelled etc).

Multilateral Legal Framework (MLF) for RMAS

Australia has worked closely with members of the BMG to amend the RMAS MLF, a self reinforcing set of principles, standards and operational arrangements which ensure RMAS operates consistently and effectively, to include provision for the positive validation of passport data.

International Criminal and Police Organisation (ICPO) Database

In February 2005, BMG members agreed on a best endeavours basis to provide lost and stolen passport data to Interpol’s ICPO database.  Australia has an MOU in place with Interpol to provide this data on a regular basis. 

Dialogue with Business 
Australia, as Chair of the BMG, has continued to maintain a close dialogue with APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) on APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) and business mobility issues, and reports progress on issues of concern to ABAC following every BMG meeting. Australia has improved the BMG website to reflect current ABTC operations. 


	Regulatory Visa regimes - Information Exchange 

Australia will continue to fund and maintain the APEC Business Mobility Group website on behalf of the BMG (IEGBM Trade Facilitation Measure 2C).  Australia will ensure that linkages to economies’ immigration websites are contained within the APEC Business Travel Handbook found on the Business Mobility Group website (www.businessmobility.org). 
Short term business entry

Australia will continue to work closely with Mexico as they progress their visa requirements in line with the Operating Framework with the view of becoming an ABTC fully compliant member by October 2007.

Australia continues bilateral efforts to assist the remaining economies with information for joining the ABTC scheme.

Business Temporary Residency

Employer monitoring arrangements will continue to be examined to ensure that business sponsors are adhering to their obligations in relation to sponsored temporary residents. 

Counter‑Terrorism

Travel Document Security 

Australia, as project overseer of this new TILF- project, is developing an e-document to further the work already achieved on Biometrics in 2006. This ‘Biometrics Reference Document’ will be a tool that economies can use when considering introducing e-passports.

Counter‑Terrorism

Advance Passenger Information (API)

Australia will, as resources allow, continue to assist economies in understanding the business and system requirements for implementing API.

Legal Infrastructure

Australia will continue to assist any economies with the implementation of the agreed BMG Legal Infrastructure standards (1A d). 

Professional Service

Training is specifically focused on ensuring that staff are aware of the need to have fair and reasonable dealings with clients, and to adhere to the Australian Public Service code of conduct. 

Regional Movement Alert System  (RMAS)

Australia is working with the United States and New Zealand to ensure the technical, legal and operational arrangements are in place to support positive validation.  Australia will continue to encourage the interest of other economies in RMAS.  Australia, in conjunction with the United States and New Zealand, is in discussion with Hong Kong, China and Korea to join RMAS.  Australia is also exploring options for developing a hardware and software package solution to make it easier and less expensive for other economies to link their existing border management systems to RMAS.

Regional Movement Alert System (RMAS)

Australia is working with the United States and New Zealand to ensure the technical, legal and operational arrangements are in place to support positive validation.  Australia will continue to encourage the interest of other economies in RMAS. Australia, in conjunction with the United States and New Zealand, is in discussion with Hong Kong, China and Korea to join RMAS.  Australia is also exploring options for developing a hardware and software package solution to make it easier and less expensive for other economies to link their existing border management systems to RMAS.

Multilateral Legal Framework (MLF) for RMAS

The MLF and the key documents that support the MLF, such as MLF principles, Memoranda of Understanding, standard operating procedures, technical specifications and the Management Board Charter will be amended as necessary in consultation with the BMG.

Dialogue with Business
Australia will continue to maintain the currency of visa information within the Business Mobility website.



	Information Gathering and Analysis


	The Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics (ABARE) has produced a number of publications on agricultural trade reform and minerals and energy issues of relevance to APEC member economies.  Further details on all papers described below can be found at http://www.abareconomics.com/.  

· Cairns Group: catalyst for agricultural reform

· US agriculture without farm support

· Trade implications of the 2007 US farm bill proposals

· Agriculture in China: key drivers and emerging opportunities

· Japanese agriculture – forces driving change

· Sustainable development of the minerals sector in the APEC region

· APEC energy security and sustainable development through efficiency and diversity: economic issues in technology R&D, adoption and transfer 

Research has also been undertaken on agricultural production, consumption and trade for the Republic of Korea and Indonesia. Publications of the research results are forthcoming.


	ABARE will continue to conduct research and analysis of key issues affecting world markets for major agricultural and resource commodities.  ABARE will collect and publish statistical information relating to Australian and world commodity production and trade.

Ongoing support is provided to the APEC Energy Working Group through the provision of advice and briefing on international energy issues.

ABARE is currently undertaking a study on minerals exploration in the APEC region.  The report will examine the factors that influence investment in minerals exploration, and include a set of best practice policy principles and recommendations to enhance investment in mineral exploration in the APEC region.  The study is expected to be completed in late 2007.

ABARE’s research program for 2007-08 incorporates significant research on key agricultural trade issues related to APEC member economies, including the impact of further WTO reforms on China’s agriculture, Australia’s agricultural trade with ASEAN, the implications of the 2007 US Farm Bill for the agricultural sector and the impact of agricultural trade policies on food and agricultural sector issues. 



	APEC Food System


	
	

	Transparency


	Business Mobility

Australia, as project overseer, engaged a consultant using urgent TILF-funding to undertake a review of economies’ temporary entry conditions and examine ways to ensure that public information is available in a clear and transparent form, accessible to business people engaged in trade and investment activities in the APEC region. 

The project addressed recommendations by the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) to improve the transparency of entry and stay requirements. 

The BMG agreed to the findings of the review and have taken action to progress further Transparency standards.

Public access to improved information on visa requirements, airport access for card holders and processing times for card applications through the Business Mobility website. www.businessmobility.org  


	Business Mobility

Australia will continue to provide updates to the business mobility website on changes to visas, visa arrangements, and card processing information.  


	RTAs/FTAs  Note 5



	- Description of current 

  agreements


	Australia-New Zealand Closer Economic Relations Trade Agreement (CER)

Australia and New Zealand agreed new Rules of Origin, based on a change in tariff classification model, which came into effect on 1 January 2007. Australia and New Zealand are exploring options for adding an investment component to CER. These negotiations are continuing.



	- Agreements under negotiation


	

	
	Agreement #1


	Australia–GCC FTA Negotiations

Issues being covered in the negotiations - http://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/fta/gcc/index.html (Background)

Status of negotiations - http://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/fta/gcc/index.html (See Updates)



	
	Agreement #2


	Australia–Japan FTA Negotiations
Issues being covered in the negotiations - http://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/japan/fta/index.html  (See also Feasibility Study and Background sections of this site)

Status of negotiations - http://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/japan/fta/index.html  (for updates) 



	
	Agreement #3


	Australia–Chile FTA Negotiations
Issues being covered in the negotiations - http://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/chile/fta/index.html 

Status of negotiations - http://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/chile/fta/index.html


	- Future plans


	


	Additional information Note 6  




Notes

1. 
Economies are encouraged to use the sub-chapter and section headings from the full IAP template as guidance for the appropriate level of detailed information to be submitted in the Update.  

2.
Economies should describe significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Wherever possible all entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address etc) where further information can be obtained.

3. 
The IAP Update should provide information necessary to bring the most recent full IAP up to date.  

4. 
If there is no significant change to the information provided in the most recent IAP, “As in [year] IAP” should be entered.

5.  Economies will submit IAP chapters on transparency and RTAs/FTAs for the first time in 2005.  These chapters will remain the base document for the Update until the economy submits its next full IAP.  As a transitional measure, economies will also submit a report in 2005 on Area-specific Transparency Implementation using an agreed format. 

6. 
Economies may use the Additional Information section to describe any material not captured in the template.







