ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT 2006/2007

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (i) : Tourism and Travel Related Services

	Section
	Improvements Implemented since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	The main improvements were carried out in the following areas:
· As of 2006, those tourists that enter into the Mexican territory by road would enjoy exemption of the National Document of Identity payment if the period of stay is not longer than seven days. 

· In January 17, 2006, the amendment to the 74 article of the Federal Labor Law in which the “Long Weekends” were set up, was published in the Official Gazette.

· The benefit of 0% of Value Added Tax for the services of shooting movies contracted by foreign residents was ratified for 2006. 

· The procedures of requesting permission for sport fishing can be made through Internet and the payment can be done directly at the bank or by Internet.

· In July 3rd, 2006, there were published the operation rules for Value Added Tax refunding for shopping to foreign tourists. According to the General Law of Population, the refund can be done by those tourists returning to their home-countries by air or sea transportation.


	This sector is regulated by several laws.

For further details contact at:

http://www.semarnat.gob.mx
http://www.banjercito.com.mx
http://www.hacienda.gob.mx
http://www.sct.gob.mx 

http://www.inami.gob.mx
http://www.aduanas.sat.gob.mx

	Some improvements are under analysis, such as:
· Inspection of vessels to verify compliance with equipment for maritime safety.

· Security and surveillance operations to preserve the integrity of cruise ships and recreational vessels and their tourists.
· Land and sea patrolling in conflictive areas with high crime rates in order to increase the security of local and tourist people.

· To increase the number of lifeguards in national ports and beaches in order to guarantee the physical safety of tourists.



	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No improvements since the last IAP
	It is possible to make the whole procedures for the temporary importation of the vehicle and its tows at http://www.banjercito.com/htm/permisos_vehiculos.htm
There are also facilities for the temporary import and substitution of spare parts for the ships.

All procedures, requirements and regulations are available at. http://www.sectur.gob.mx .
	No further changes planned

	Foreign Entry


	No improvements since the last IAP
	The Foreign Investment Law stipulates the foreign participation in the tourism activities.

Further information available at (http://www.economia.gob.mx)


	No further changes planned

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN
	No improvements since the last IAP
	The Immigration National Service has established migratory controls. Some nationalities are considered “restricted”, so the citizens of such countries must follow special procedures at Mexican consulates. 
	No further changes planned.


