	Individual Action Plan Update for Vietnam for 2006

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Vietnam is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) Note 1
	Improvements made since 2005 IAP Note 2
	Further Improvements Planned Note 2

	Tariffs
	· Promulgated Law on Export and Import Tariff No. 45/2005/QH11 dated 14/6/2005, Decree No. 149/2005/ND-CP dated 8/12/2005 and Circular No. 113/2005/TT-BTC dated 15/12/2005 to guide its implementation;

· Promulgated Decision No 09/2006/QD-BTC dated 02/03/2006 to enforce the List of goods and special preferential import tariff of Vietnam in order to implement the Agreement on the Common Effective Preferential Tariff (CEPT) of ASEAN countries in 2006 – 2013 period;

· Promulgated Ministry of Finance’s Circular No. 14/2006/TT-BTC dated 28/02/2006 to guide the implementation of Vietnam’s special preferential import tariff in order to implement the Agreement on Common Effective Preferential Tariff (CEPT) of ASEAN countries.
	· To implement tariff commitments under WTO;

· To phase out tariff of sensitive agricultural products in order to reach the tariff rate of 0-5% in 2013 under  CEPT/AFTA program;

· To continue to reduce tariff under CEPT/AFTA and under free trade agreements of ASEAN with partners 



	Non-Tariff Measures
	· Promulgated Decision No. 16/2005/QD/BTC dated 28/3/2005 regarding the adjustment of List of goods and import tariff for tariff quotas application.
	· To eliminate subsidies associated with local content and other forms of import-substitution subsidies upon accession in the WTO;

· To eliminate non-agricultural subsidises and others forms of prohibited subsidises in accordance with the commitments under WTO.

	Services


	Finance services (banking):

· Promulgated Circular No. 06/2005/TT-NHNN dated 12/10/2005 to guide the implementation of some contents in the Decree No. 16/2001/ND-CP dated 2/5/2001 of the Government on “the organisation and operation of financial leasing company” and Decree No. 65/2005/ND-CP dated 19/5/2005 on amendment to and supplementation of some articles of Decree No. 16/2001/ND-CP dated 2/5/2001; 

· Promulgated Ordinance of the National Assembly Standing Committee on Foreign Exchange No. 28/2005/PL-UBTVQH11 dated 13/12/2005 issued by the, which came into effect on 1/6/2006; 

· Promulgated Decree No. 131/2005/ND-CP dated 18/10/2005 on amendment, supplement of some articles of Decree No. 63/1998/ND-CP on foreign exchange management dated 17/8/1998 issued by the Government;  

· Promulgated Decree No. 74/2005/ND-CP dated 7/6/2005 on preventing and countering money laundering;

· Promulgated Decision No. 1002/QD-NHNN dated 08/7/2005 on the establishment of Information Centre on preventing and countering money laundering directly under direct control of the State Bank of Vietnam;

· Promulgated Decree No. 22/2006/ND-CP dated 28/02/2006 on the organization and operation of foreign,  joint venture and 100% foreign owned bank branches, representative offices of foreign credit institutions in Vietnam; 

· The National Assembly promulgated the Law on negotiable instruments No. 49/2005/QH11 dated 29/11/2005. 

Accounting and Auditing services:

· Promulgated Circular No. 21/2006/TT-BTC  dated 20/03/2006  to guide the implementation of 04 accounting standards which were promulgated in pursuance to the Minister of Finance’s Decision No. 100/2005/QD-BTC dated 28/12/2005;

· Promulgated the Circular No. 20/2006/TT-BTC dated 20/03/2006 to guide the implementation of 06 accounting standards which was promulgated in pursuance with the Minister of Finance’s Decision No. 12/2005/QD-BTC dated 15/02/2005;

· Promulgated Decision No. 15/2006/QD-BTC dated 20/03/2006 regarding the promulgation of Business Accounting System;

· Promulgated Decision No. 12/2006/QD-BTC dated 21/2/2006 to guide the implementation of Government’s Decree No. 146/2005/ND-CP dated 23/11/2005 on financial system for credit institutions; 

· Promulgated Decision No. 100/2005/QD-BTC dated 28/12/2005 on promulgating and publishing 04 new accounting standards:

· Standard No. 11 – “Consolidation of Business”.

· Standard No. 18 – "Provisions, assets and potential liabilities"

· Standard No. 19 – “Insurance contracts”.

· Standard No. 30 – “Earnings per share”.

· Promulgated Decision No. 101/2005/QD-BTC dated 29/12/2005 on promulgating and publishing 04 Vietnamese accounting standards:

· Standard No. 260 – exchange with leaders of audited entity on important issues arising during the audit

· Standard No. 330 – auditing procedures based on risk assessment

· Standard No. 505 – external certified informations

· Standard No. 545 – audit on determination and representation of appropriate valuation  

· Promulgated Decree No. 133/2005/ND-CP dated 31/10/2005 to modify some terms and conditions of Decree No. 105/2004/ND-CP regarding independent audit.

· Promulgated Decision No. 47/2005/QD-BTC dated 14/07/2005 referring to the authorization of occupational associations to implement some functions related to the management of auditors and accountants' performance;

· Promulgated Decision No. 45/2005/QD-BTC dated 13/07/2005 on the promulgation of “National Reserved Accounting System”;

· Promulgated Circular No. 23/2005/TT-BTC dated 30/03/2005 providing guidance for  accountants in their implementation of 06 accounting standard, which was promulgated in pursuance with the Minister of Finance’s Decision No. 234/2003/QD-BTC dated 30/12/2003;

· Promulgated Circular No. 103/2005/TT-BTC dated 24/11/2005 providing guidance on  standards and conditions of accounting softwares;

· Promulgated Circular No. 33/2006/TT-BTC dated 10/04/2006 providing guidance on tax and other surcharges accounting applied for export/import goods; 

· - Promulgated Decision No. 87/2005/QD-BTC   dated 01/12/2005 to promulgate and publish  standards on accounting and auditing ethics. 

Architecture services:

· Promulgated Decision No. 15/2005/QD-BXD dated 25/4/2005 of the Minister of Construction on the issuance of Regulation on granting practicing certificates for architects and construction engineers.

Communication services:

· Promulgated Plan on Vietnam’s Postal Service Development until 2010; 

· Promulgated  new regulations on fees of issuing postal service license, import license of postal stamps;

· Promulgated Circular No. 30/2006/TT-BVHTT dated 22/2/2006 of Ministry of Culture and Information to guide the implementation on Decree No.  111/2005/ND-CP dated 26/8/2005 stipulating in details some terms and conditions of Publishing Law.

· Promulgated Circular No. 79/2005/TT-BVHTT dated 8/12/2005 of Ministry of Culture and Information to modify and supplement some terms and conditions of Circular No. 43/2003/TT-BVHTT dated 16/7/2003 which guides the implementation of Decree No. 24/2003/ND-CP dated 13/3/2003 of the Government stipulating in details Ordinance on Advertisement;

· Vietnam became official member of Geneva Convention regarding the “Protection of  record manufacturers against illegal copy” since 6/7/2005;

· Vietnam became official member of Brussels Convention regarding to the Distribution of Programme-Carrying Signals Transmitted by Satellitesince 12/1/2006.

· Promulgated Decree No. 11/2006/ND-CP dated 18/1/2006 regarding the Regulation on cultural activities and public cultural service business activities. 

Tourism services:

· Law on Tourism was promulgated on the 14/06/2005 and officially came into effect on 1/1/2006;

· Applied 15-day visa exemption on a unilateral basis for citizens holding ordinary passports from Japan, Korea and Finland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark visiting Vietnam;

· Applied 15-day visa exemption for foreigners to exit, entry and reside in Phu Quoc island;

· Established Viet Nam Tourism Occupational Skill Standard (VTOSS) which is relevant to APEC Tourism Occupational Skill Standard. 

Power services:

Accelerate the implementation progress of Decrees on the implementation of the Law on Electricity and other sub-law documents ratified by the Government:  

· Law on Electricity was promulgated on  3/12/2004 and came into effect from 01/7/2005, which is the supreme legal framework for electricity activities and usage;

· Decree to implement Law on Electricity was promulgated on 17/08/2005.

After Law on Electricity came into effect, Vietnam has been progressing the establishment of the electricity market  with the following activities:

· The Electricity Regulatory Bureau was established (10/2005);

· The Prime Minister has approved the electricity market roadmap (01/2006);

· Formulating legal documents and necessary regulations for first-phase establishment of electicity market in Vietnam (competitive  electricity generation); 

· Continuing equitization of  some power stations, electricity distributing companies in order to diversify investment modalities for electricity development. 

Air transport services:

· Carried out the negotiation, signing, modification, supplementation of bilaterial aviation agreements with Thailand, Chinese Taipei, Australia, Korea, Japan, China, Qatar,  Israel;

· Negotiated and signed with EC the Framework Agreement to modify regulations on nominating and acknowledging the nomination of airlines companies in bilaterial aviation relationship between Vietnam and EU countries;

· Participated in building and implementing cooperation documents regarding the integration and  liberalization of air transportation within ASEAN such as ASEAN Multilateral Agreement on liberalizating good transportation  and ASEAN Multilateral Agreement on Liberalizing Air Transportation.

Maritime transportation services:

· Vietnam’s Maritime Law (modified) came into effect from 1/1/2006 and replaced Vietnam’s Maritime Law 1991.

· The Prime Minister promulgated Decision No. 149/2003/QD-TTg dated 21/7/2003 on policies and incentive mechanisms for the development of Vietnam’s sea fleet. Under this Decision, Vietnam sea transport businesses were given priority to transport exported and imported goods bought by national budget and goods which are national resources;

· Do not grant license for the establishment of maritime transportation joint-venture if Vietnam’s legal capital share in that joint-venture is under 51%, unless stipulated otherwise in international treaties signed by Vietnam;

· Maritime Law (modified) stipulated that dosmetic and foreign individuals and organizations have the right to invest in building seaports, seaways in accordance with law and to decide the management and exploitation methods of sea ports and seaways.  

Rail transportation services:

· Law on Railway came into effect since 1/1/2006.

Road transportation  services:

· The Government promulgated Decree No. 23/2004/ND-CP dated 13/01/2004 stipulating the expiry date of lorries and passenger vehicles usage.

· Ministry of Transportation promulgated Circular No. 06/2004/TT-BGTVT dated 31/3/2004 to guide the implementation of Decree No. 23

Inland waterway transportation services:

· Inland Waterway Transportation Law was approved by the National Assembly in May 2004 and came into effect since 01/01/2005.

Distribution Services:

· Promulgated amended Commercial Law 2005;

· Promulgated Decree No. 12/2006/ND-CP dated  23/01/2006 of the Government guiding the implementation of Commercial Law regarding international goods purchase; purchase, sales, processing and transiting activities by agents with foreign clients.

· Promulgated Circular No. 04/2006/TT-BTM dated 06/04/2006 of the Ministry of Trade providing guidance on some regulations stipulated in Decree No. 12/2006/ND-CP dated 23/01/2006 of the Government guiding  implementation of Commercial Law regarding international goods purchase; purchase, sales, processing and transiting activities by agents with foreign clients.

· Promulgated Decree No. 110/2005/NĐ-CP dated 24/08/2005 of the Government on multilevel marketing activities supervision;

· Promulgated Circular No. 19/2005/TT-BTM dated 08/11/2005 of Ministry of Trade providing guidance on some provisions of the Government’s Decree No. 110/2005/NĐ-CP dated 24/08/2005 regarding multilevel marketing activities supervision;

· Promulgated Ministry of Trade’s Decision No. 08/2006/QĐ-BTM dated 26/01/2006 regarding the promulgation of Regulations on border markets, border-gate markets, markets in Inland Border Economic Zone between Vietnam and neighboring countries.

Environment services:

· Promulgated amended Law on Environment Protection dated 12/12/2005;

· Promulgated Decree No. 137/2005/NĐ-CP dated  9/11/2005 on environment protection fees in minerals exploration activities;

· Promulgated Decision No. 79/2006/QĐ-TTg dated 14/4/2006 to approve the National Target Program on the Economical and Efficient Energy usage; 

· Promulgated Decision No. 81/2006/QĐ-TTg dated 14/4/2006 to approve the National Strategy on Water Resources by 2020.

Education Services:

· - The Ministry of Education and Training and Ministry of Planning and Investment promulgated Circular No. 14/2005/TTLT-BGDDT-BKHĐT to guide the Decree No. 06/2000/NĐ-CP regarding the standards and conditions on the establishment of foreign-invested capital universities in Vietnam.

	Finance services (banking):

· To prepare and submit for endorsement by the National Assembly the amended Law on Credit Institutions.

· To issue a Decree on  the organisation and operation of commercial banks to replace Decree No. 49/2000/ND-CP dated 12/9/2000 on the organisation and operation of commercial banks;

· To issue a Decree on  legal capital of commercial banks and non-banking credit institutions;

· To issue a Decree on Foreign Credit Institutions purchasing shares in Vietnamese commercial banks;

· To issue a Circular to guide the implementation of Decree No. 22/2006/ND-CP dated 28/02/2006 on the organization and operation of foreign,  joint venture and 100% foreign owned bank branches, representative offices of foreign credit institutions in Vietnam

· To issue a Decree of the Government to guide the Ordinance on Foreign Exchange.

Accounting and Auditing services:

· To continue to promulgate accounting and, auditing Standards;

· To issue a circular to guide accounting regulations for FDI;

· To issue a circular providing guidance on accounting regulations for insurance business;

· To issue a circular providing guidance on  standards and conditions for establishment of partnership or limited liability auditing company (process is actually ongoing)

· To issue a Decision to promulgate accounting regulations on social insurance;

· To issue a circular providing guidance on  business management accounting (process is actually ongoing);

· To issue a Decision to promulgate private accounting regulations;

· To issue a Decision to promulgate SMEs accounting system;

· To organize training and quality testing in accordance with international programs and standardized regulations for Certified Public Accountant (CPA).

Financial insurance services:

· To modify the Decree No. 42/2001/ND-CP providing guidance on the implantation of some provisions of the Law on Insurance Business and Decree No. 43/2001/ND-CP stipulating financial regulations for insurance businesses and Insurance Brokers Businesses in 2006;

· Licensing the establishment and operation of insurance businesses will be considered in conformity with the development scheme and plan of insurance market, of financial market in Vietnam and signed international agreements and treaties.

Telecommunication services:

· To continue to complete and promulgate Postal services management documents: regulations on public postal services, regulations on reserved postal service, regulations on specialized postal network; promulgate a circular on postal license fees, the standards on compulsory postal services, the limit of compensation responsibility;

· To continue to complete and promulgate Postal services license management documents: the regulations on public postal services, the regulations on reserved postal service, the regulations on specialized postal network, circular on postal license fees;

· To submit to the Government the Decree providing guidance on the implementation of the Law on Intellectual Property Rights (copyrights and related rights section), which is expected to be promulgated in the 3rd quarter of 2006;

· To plan to promulgate  the Law on Advertisement;

· To submit the Law on Cinematography to National Assembly for approval, expectedly in 2006;

· To plan to issue regulations on economic and technical standard and norms in movies production (through Ministry of Culture and Information’s circular or decision)

· To plan to promulgate Regulation  of the Advisory Council’s operation on selection of producers and directors (tender for film production) and the Regulation the Advisory Council’s operation on selection of film script;

· To draft a Circular to guide Government’s Decree No. 11/2006/ND-CP dated 18/1/2006 regarding regulations on cultural activities and regulations on public cultural services trading activities.

· To modify some provisions of Regulation on the export, import, production and trade of music discs and tapes which were promulgated in connection with the Decision No. 55/1999/QD-SVHTT dated 5/8/1999;

· To plan to promulgate the Law on Art Performance;

· To plan to promulgate the amended Regulation on foreign co-operation in film production;

· To plan to promulgate the Regulation on the establishment and operation of private artistic band;

· To plan to promulgate the Regulation on fashion performance activities;

· To plan to promulgate the Law on Art  Performance; 

· To draft the Inter-ministerial Circular regarding online games management (in progress);

Medical services:

- To amend the Circular No. 01/2004/TT-BYT dated 6/01/2004 of Minister of Health on private health care and medicine service, including foreigner’s providing healthcare and traditional medicine service in Vietnam;

- To seek the endorsement of the National Assembly of the Law on medical examination and treatment for common application to public and private healthcare.

Tourism services:

· To submit to the Government for approval legal documents to guide the implementation of Laws, including:

· Decree on travel business, tour guiding and tourists transportation;

· Decree on tourist accommodations;

· Decree on tourist area, region and tourist city;

· Decree on tourism promotion;

· Decree on administrative penalties in tourism;

· To promulgate the Decision of the establishment of Tourism Development Assistance Fund;

· The foreign equity share in tourism join-ventures  may change after Vietnam’s accession to WTO.

· To finalize Tourism Human Resource Development Plan (establish 3 more new vocational tourism schools in Lam Dong, Khanh Hoa and Can Tho and Training School for Professional Tourism Managers Titles. 

· To improve Viet Nam Tourism Occupational Skill Standard (VTOSS) which is relevant to APEC Tourism Occupational Skill Standard.

Power services:

· The Prime Minister to approve National Power Policy until 2020 and towards 2050 and to approve Program of restructuring Vietnam’s electricity industry in line with the roadmap of establishing and developing Vietnam’s electricity market;

· Ministry of Industry to approve the detailed design of all levels of electricity market’s development in order to step by step establish and sustainably develop Vietnam’s electricity market in conformity with  the roadmap approved by Prime Minister;

· Ministry of Industry to promulgate the regulation on issuance of electricity operation license suitable for the establishment and development of a competitive Vietnam’s electricity market and market operation requirements; 

· Ministry of Industry to promulgate regulations on selecting investors for new electricity sources development in electricity market; regulations on methods of setting up electricity price frame, transmitting and distribution fees; regulations on extra service fees of various kinds in electricity market; regulations on registration to join electricity market; regulations on anti-trust and anti-unfair competition in electricity market, etc.. To promulgate the regulations on electricity grids, electricity distribution rules, electricity market operation principles etc…; 

· To cooperate in research and step by step to implement the Convention on cooperation in buying and selling electricity among countries of Mekong River sub-region (GMS) towards the common market for GMS.

Air transport services:

· To continue to produce modified Law on Civil Aviation, particularly to create favourable conditions for sales activities of airlines; to stipulate the rights and duties of the booking offices of foreign airlines; to stipulate the regulations on the usage and supply of computer reservation services for the purpose of non-discrimination treatment to users of these services; 

· To negotiate, modify and supplement the bilateral aviation agreement signed with Belarus, Turkey, Germany, France, Belgium, Pakistan,  Malaysia;

· To continue to participate in completing Multilateral Agreement on Liberalization of Good Transportation within ASEAN and Multilateral Agreement on Liberalization of ASEAN Air transportation.

Maritime transportation services:

· To formulate 06 Decrees and some Decisions to specify the implementation of  the modified Maritime Law and to replace old Decrees on good storage, ships registration and purchasing, administrative penalties in maritime field, maritime navigator activities, sea port management …;

· To modify Decree No. 125/2003/ND-CP dated 29/10/2003 in line with international economic integration process, ASEAN framework agreements (2005), GMS Agreement on Multimodal transportation to which Vietnam is a party and Vietnam’s Maritime Law (modified);

· To modify Decree No. 99/1998/ND-CP dated 28/11/1998, which is expected to be completed in the first six months of 2006.

Rail transportation services:

· To formulate Decrees and Decisions to implement Law on Railway (expected time of completion: 2006).

Inland waterway transportation services:

· To provide detailed guidance for the implementation of Inland Waterway Transportation Law. 

Legal consultation services:

· To aim to promulgate the Law on Lawyers in June 2006.

Distribution Services:

· To set up and promultigate Prime Minister’s Decision on Policies and Solutions to promote the development of some Vietnam’s big distributors from now until 2010;

· In the process of setting up and promultigating documents to guide the implementation of Commercial Law 2005 such as: Decree on prohibited, restricted and conditional goods and services; Decree on  trading activities for goods through Goods Exchange Bureau;

· To promulgate the Decree on Trade Development Policy for mountainous, islands and ethnic areas. 

· To develop a Strategic Plan on domestic market development for 2006 – 2010 period and towards 2020;

· To develop a Plan on reforming the consumption of agriproducts, developing market and improving  operating mechanism for trade in central and northern mountainous areas; 

· To develop a Plan on developing trade in goods at Vietnam-China borders.

Environment services:

· The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment will issue a Circular on developing policies for environmental services;

· Base on theoretical and practical study to develop  policy on disposal products management; 

· To implement commitments on environmental services under WTO.

Education Services:

· To implement commitments in educational services under WTO.



	Investment


	· The National Assembly has passed the common Investment Law and the unified Enterprise Law that are uniformly applicable to investors and enterprises of all economic sectors. These two laws entered into full force from 01/07/ 2006.

· The Investment Law and Enterprise Law have expanded the rights to freely do business of all economic sectors. According to these new Laws,  business registration system has replaced old  certification system; the “request-approval” mechanism was removed, as well as other red tape requirements, which unnecessarily caused increased costs for enterprises;

· The overseeing role and functions of the State toward enterprises are renewed, targeting at deregulation and abolition of unnecessary administrative interference. The state’s capacity in facilitating market development and its effective operation has been enhanced. 

For more information, please visit: http://www.mpi.gov.vn or contact via email: fiavietnam@mpi.gov.vn

	· To promulgate a number of Decrees guiding the implementation of the common Investment Law;

· To continue studying the possibility of opening more investment areas and diversifying investment forms in line with business renovation roadmap and the international economic integration;

· To encourage all economic sectors, including foreign investment, to participate in constructing  socio-economic infrastructure, particularly transportation works, seaports, electricity and water supply, hospitals, schools, entertainment complexes, urban areas;

· To continue to sign bilateral investment agreements with APEC economies and non-APEC economies; 

· - To implement Vietnam’s bilateral and multilateral commitments on investment.

	Standards and Conformance


	· So far, Vietnam has set out 6236 National Standards (TCVN), of which, 1600 standards are fully harmonized with international, regional and foreign standards such as ISO, IEC, Codex, ASTM, BS. At the moment, Vietnam has 128 technical departments and sub-departments that carry out the setting of national standards;

· In 2005, Vietnam promulgated 151 national standards; of which, 27 TCVN are fully harmonized with IEC and ISO/IEC standards, including prioritized areas for harmonization within APEC (information technology, safety of civil electric equipment and electro magnetic comparability);

· Set up the TBT network;

· Actively participated in the Food MRA pathfinder;

· Promoted Good regulatory practice (GRP);

· Promulgated Law on Standards and Technical Specifications and having been preparing the draft Law on Quality.

	· To continue to harmonize national standards with international and regional standards;

· To carry out voluntary harmonization with IEC standards applicable to electronic equipment, with the special focus on subjects of the IECEE CB Scheme;

· To promote activities that support enterprises to actively engage in dialogues with APEC/SCSC such as seminars on standards and conformance;

· To prepare and promulgate guiding documents for the implementation of the Law on Standards and Technical Specifications;

· To promulgate the Law on Quality;

· To prepare and promulgate guiding documents for the implementation of the Law on Quality.

	Customs Procedures


	· The Ordinance on Customs has been promulgated, which specifies customs procedures for imported and exported goods, transit goods, goods of temporary import for re-export, etc.; customs supervision and management regimes for imported and exported goods, luggage, foreign exchange, postal packages & parcels, entry and exit of means of transport.

· Drafted new Decree to replace Decree 16/1999/NĐ-CP on customs procedures, control and charges;

· Drafted new process of customs formalities for imports and export in the simplified manner;

· Step-by-step introduced information technology to the customs formalities process;

· Conducted the pilot implementation of e-customs declaration for processing-goods, and goods produced in export-processing-zones.
	· To implement the Law on Customs, the Government’s Decrees on customs formalities and their guiding documents;

· To disseminate information on new customs procedures;

· To establish e-customs declaration system: the first phase will focus mainly on exports and experimentally apply the automatic clearance process;

· To review legal documents against international standards. The outcomes of this revision will be the basis for the development of a future plan to amend and supplement legal documents on customs such as Customs Law and its decrees and other guiding documents;

· To continue studying on customs temporary working regulations, then to prepare a document guiding the implementation by customs authorities at city and provincial levels, to be submitted to the Government for adoption and promulgation.


	Intellectual Property Rights


	· Promulgated the Intellectual Property Rights Law on 29/11/2005, which came into effect from 01/07/2006;

· Vietnam joined the Brussels Convention concerning the distribution of programs -carrying signals transmitted by satellite (January 2006);

· Vietnam joined the Madrid Protocol relating to the Madrid Agreement on international registration of trademarks (April 2006);

· Project “Utilization of IP Information in Vietnam” sponsored by the Government of Japan was officially launched with the tasks of facilitating the development of IP digital library, search system and making available other necessary conditions that will enable online application of industrial property rights;

· Vietnam has made considerable improvements to ensure the effective enforcement of IPRs. The enforcement activities have been strengthened, for example:

+ Vietnam launched a campaign to review the implementation of the IP provisions at 30 (out of the total of 45) motorbike enterprises nation-wide;

+ Vietnam launched and conducted a campaign to inspect the quality, measurement and intellectual property rights -related aspects of basic commodities in circulation as well as exported goods during the Lunar New Year 2005 at 17.317 business units. 1.953 infringing units have been punished;

· Competent authorities continued to implement different outreaching activities directing at government officials, researchers, enterprises and the public through seminars and training courses with the participation of thousands of participants. IPR programs and activities have been broadcasted on mass media and IPR publications have been published for various types of readers.
	· To continue to issue and conduct the implementation of legal documents guiding the implementation of the IP Law;

· To further strengthen the enforcement of IPRs; 

· To put into operation the outputs of the Project “Utilization of IP Information in Vietnam” ; 

· The examination period for trademark applications will be shortened to 6 months; 

· To continue IPR outreaching activities through conferences, seminars and training courses, focusing on administration and enforcement staffs and SMEs;

· To continue to include IP content into curriculum of a number of universities.

	Competition Policy


	· The Government has issued the following Decrees:

+Decree No. 110/2005/ND-CP of 24/08/2005 on management of multi-level sale of goods;

+ Decree No. 116/2005/ND-CP providing detailed regulations o​n implementation of a number of articles of the Competition Law;

+ Decree No. 120/2005/ND-CP of 30/09/2005 on handling of violations of law in competition cases;

+ Decree No. 05/2006/ND-CP dated 9/01 /2006  on the establishment, terms of reference and organization of the Vietnam Competition Council;

+ Decree No. 06/2006/ND-CP dated 9/01/2006 on terms of reference and organization of the 

Vietnam Competition Administration Department;

· The Ministry of Trade issued Circular   No. 19/2005/TT-BTM on 8/11/2005, providing guidance for some provisions of the Government Decree   No. 110/2005/ND-CP of 24/08/2005 on the management of multi-level marketing activities.
	· To enforce the Competition Law and its guiding Decrees.

	Government Procurement


	· Issued template for bidding invitation applied for good purchase in order to achieve uniformity of bidding invitation dossier, and higher quality of government procurement activities as stipulated in the Decision No. 909/2005/QD-BKH dated 13/09/2005;

· On 29/11/2005 the National Assembly passed the Bidding Law governing government procurement activities and unifying regulations on government procurement in Vietnam. The Bidding Law came into force on 1/04/2006;

· On 5/11/2005 the e-portal offering bidding information was officially put into operation in order to publicize online bidding information.
	· To issue Decrees to guide the implementation of the Bidding Law;

· To introduce the Bidding newspaper; to improve the e-portal on bidding information;

· To adjust the template for bidding invitation in  compliance with the Bidding Law; 

· To prepare bidding invitation dossier forms for specific business areas such as consultancy, construction and installation, EPC in coordination with related ministries and industries;

· To establish the online bidding system;

· To establish a system to assess and supervise bidding activities.


	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	· The National Assembly passed the common Investment Law and the unified Enterprise Law, which are uniformly applicable to investors and businesses of all economic sectors. These laws  entered into force on 1/07/2006;

· On 29/11/2005 the National Assembly passed the Bidding Law governing government procurement activities and unifying regulations on government procurement in Vietnam. The Bidding Law came into force on 1/04/2006;

· Simplified customs formalities with regard to imports and exports;

· Issued Decree to implement the Electricity Law dated 17/08/2005. On such legal basis, currently step-by-step preparing to establish electricity market to achieve higher level of competition.

· The revised Maritime Law provided that domestic and foreign organizations and individuals are entitled to invest in construction of seaports, sea routes in accordance with provisions of the law and to decide on the forms of management and exploitation of the seaports and sea routes.

	· To issue a number of decrees to guide the implementation of the common Investment Law;

· To continue to study the possibility of opening more investment fields and diversifying forms of investment to adapt to the roadmap of business renovation and international economic integration;

· To establish the e-customs declaration system: the first phase will focus on exports and experimentally apply the automatic clearance process;

· To review the legal document system on customs to be in compliance with international standards, following by the amendment and supplementation of these legal documents;

· To amend Decree No. 125/2003/ND-CP dated 29/10/2003 in line with international economic integration and to comply with ASEAN Framework Agreements (2005) and GMS Cross-Border Transport Agreement on multimodal transport to which Vietnam is a signatory and the revised Maritime Law.

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	· The Government issued Decree No. 19/2006/ND-CP dated 20/02/2006 detailing the provisions of the Commercial Law on rules of origin for goods;

· Issued Circular providing guidance on the  identification of origin of imported and exported goods in accordance with the Decree No. 19/2006/ND-CP;

· - Issued Circular providing guidance on C/Os issuance and management procedures C/Os in accordance with the Decree No. 19/2006/ND-CP.

	· To implement step-by-step the issuance of e-C/Os nationwide;

· To provide the point of contact dealing with the issuance of C/Os;

· To organize C/O related seminars, training sessions and other outreach activities for enterprises, C/O issuers, C/O evaluators.



	Dispute Mediation


	
	· To continue to improve the legal framework for dispute settlement.



	Mobility of Business People


	· Vietnam joined APEC Business Card (ABTC) Scheme and has started to issue ABTC to businesses from 16/01/2006;

· In the process of collaboration with Australia in the feasibility study of the Advanced Passenger Information (API) project;

· Directed Vietnam Interpol to study and sign agreements with the International Criminal Police Organization (ICPO) on exchanging information on lost/stolen passports
	· To continue to review and amend legal documents related to short-term entry of APEC business people;

· To sign agreements or bilateral arrangements with APEC member economies on visa exemption for business people on the reciprocal basis;

· To continue to cooperate with Australia to finish the API pre-feasibility study to develop Vietnam’s API system;

· To cooperate with APEC members to prepare for the joining into the Regional Movement Alert List (RMAL) system.


	Information Gathering and Analysis


	· Promulgated the national statistical standard system with Decision No. 305/2005/QD-TTg dated 24/11/2005 of the Prime Minister;

· Issued the CPI survey plan and statistical reporting mechanism for the 2006-2010 period with Decision No. 258/QD-TCTK dated 03/03/2006 of the Director General of the General Statistics Office


	· To carry out the Rural, Agricultural and Fishery Census of Vietnam 2006;

· To establish the project of Establishment Census in Vietnam 2007;

· To set up the National Statistical Survey Program;

· To amend and supplement the economic industry classification system of Vietnam;

· To set up the provincial statistical standard system;

· To establish the general statistical reporting mechanism applied for ministries and industries, and statistical reporting mechanisms for provincial levels;

· To set out Regulations on assessment of statistical reporting mechanism and statistical survey designs;

· To continue the implementation of annual statistical surveys.


	APEC Food System


	· Viet Nam implemented the tariff reduction roadmap for food and foodstuffs (including rice) imported from ASEAN to 0-5% in 2006, in particular, products in the Inclusion List (IL) and Temporary Inclusion List (TEL);

· Tariff quotas (TRQ) are being applied to only salt, poultry eggs, refined sugar and raw sugar;

· Rights to import-export: Traders of all economic sectors are permitted to import / export rice of all kinds and commodity paddy (according to Decree 12/2006/ND-CP dated 23/01/2006 of the Government)

· Viet Nam encouraged all economic sectors, domestic and foreign businesses and individuals to invest in production and trade of foods and foodstuffs (according to the common Investment Law effective as from 1/07/2006);

· There is no treatment discrimination between domestic enterprises and enterprises with foreign investment when they invest in production and trade of foods and foodstuffs (according to the unified Enterprise Law 2006 effective as from 1/07/2006).

	· To implement the tariff reduction roadmap for food and foodstuffs imported from ASEAN to 0-5% in 2013, in particular, products in the Sensitive list (SL);

· To reduce tariff on food and foodstuffs imported under AC-FTA, basically, to 0-5% in 2013 and 0% in 2015. In particular, tariff on agricultural products in the SL list will be reduced to 0-5% by 2020;



	Transparency


	· Viet Nam promulgated Decree No. 161/2005/NĐ-CP detailing and guiding the implementation of a number of articles of the Law on Promulgation of Legal Documents and the Law Amending and Supplementing a number of Articles of the Law on Promulgation of Legal Documents. This Decree came into full force and effect on 01/02/2006

· The Standing Committee of the National Assembly of Viet Nam promulgated the Ordinance on Procedures to Settle Administrative Cases (this Ordinance was amended and supplemented on the 5/04/2006) in order to ensure the rights of organizations and individuals in legal administrative proceedings to petition the Court to review and settle the decisions made by administrative agencies. 

Implementation of APEC Leaders’ transparency standards for investment:

· List of national projects that seek foreign direct investment in the 2005-2010 period (a summary of each project is also available) was published to provide foreign investors with basic information about investment opportunities in Viet Nam; 

· The dedicated website for foreign investment was established; 

· Foreign investors and the business community can give comments to draft laws and legal documents that relate to their business operation; 

· After being endorsed, legal documents are published on the mass media in Vietnamese and major foreign languages such as English, French, Chinese and Japanese;

· The Ministry of Planing and Investment published guide books on foreign investment and other materials introducing opportunities for foreign investment as well as a catalogue of standard forms for investment procedures in Viet Nam. 

· The Prime Minister and functional agencies of the Government convened regular working sessions with foreign investors and business associations in Viet Nam to introduce new regulations and policies on investment in Viet Nam and undertake comments from investors to improve the investment environment in Viet Nam. 

Implementation of APEC Leaders’ transparency standards for customs procedures:

· The system of legal documents for the determination of dutiable price of imported goods has been improved in accordance with GATT principles (GVA).

· HS codes specified in the List of Imports and Exports promulgated together with the Finance Minister’s Decision No. 82/2003/QD-BTC of June 13, 2003, and the Preferential Import Tariff promulgated together with the Finance Minister’s Decision No. 110/2003/QD-BTC of July 25, 2003, aim to identify names, describe categories and classify headings and subheadings of imports and exports

· Ministry of Finance issued Circular 87/2004/TT-BTC dated 31/8/2004 revoking the table of minimum dutiable prices applicable to imported goods;

· Ministry of Finance’s website has been expanded and improved to provide information regarding the modification and supplement of Import Tariff, List of minimum taxable prices applicable to goods under the State’s control and to answer taxation-related queries from businesses;

· Ministry of Finance’s website is being updated to provide information regarding the modification and supplement of legal documents governing financial areas and to answer related queries from businesses;

· Ministry of Finance’s website provides full information regarding the modification and supplement of import duty rates applicable to imported goods in 2005;

For further information, please contact: 

Department of Financial Informatics and Statistics, Ministry of Finance

8, Phan Huy Chu, Hoan Kiem, Ha Noi

Tel: (844) 8262109

Fax: (844) 9330043

Implementation of APEC Leaders’ transparency standards in connection with intellectual property rights:

· All IPR legal documents have been published on the website of the National Office of Intellectual Property of Viet Nam; these documents have been translated into English and distributed to interested foreign individuals and organizations;

· International IPR agreements that Viet Nam has acceded and will accede to, have been translated into Vietnamese and distributed to relevant Vietnamese individual and organizations;

· Guides of IPR acquisition, appeal and maintenance procedures have been made available and widely distributed to enterprises;

· IP National Gazette articles have been published on the website of the National Office of Intellectual Property of Viet Nam;

· In the course of drafting the Intellectual Property Law, the bill was circulated to relevant individuals and organizations for comments and published (in both Vietnamese and English) on the website of the National Office of Intellectual Property of Viet Nam for public comments.

Implementation of APEC Leaders’ transparency standards in connection with standard and conformance:

In 2003, the WTO/TBT Notification Authority and Enquiry Point of Viet Nam (shortly, TBT Office-Viet Nam) was established under the Directorate for Standards and Quality (STAMEQ). Since then, Viet Nam has had the national contact desk which carries out transparency obligations under the WTO/TBT Agreement. Viet Nam has made the following progresses in implementing APEC Leaders’ transparency standards:

In the fields of development, promulgation and implementation of Technical Regulations:

· Technical Regulations were developed under the Law on promulgation of legal documents which requires the publication of draft legal documents on mass media (including Internet-based media) for comments.

· Full texts of all newly promulgated technical regulations were published on the Government’s Official Gazette immediately after their promulgation.

In the field of development, publication and implementation of standards:

· Annual standards development plans as well as standards supplement plans are published on Website;

· Drafts of major standards were published in full text for the purpose of having public comments;

· Though Viet Nam has yet to notify its acceptance of WTO TBT Code of Good Practice for Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards but it has applied nearly all clauses of the Code.

In the field of development, promulgation and application of Conformity Assessment Procedures:

· All procedures relating to accreditation, certification, testing, and inspection were made known to the public. However, the development, publication/issuance of such procedures is not as transparent as required.

· Information on standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment are provided on the official magazine of STAMEQ as well as the following websites:

· Website of STAMEQ: www.tcvn.gov.vn
· Website of Viet Nam Standards and Quality Centre (VSQC): www.vsc.gov.vn
· Website of Quality Certification Centre (QUACERT): www.quacert.gov.vn
· Website of Bureau of Accreditation: www.boa.gov.vn
· Websites of Quality Testing and Quality Assurtance Centres: 

· QUATEST 1 (Ha Noi): www.quatest1.com.vn
· QUATEST 3 (Ho Chi Minh City): www.quatest3.com.vn
· Website of Viet Nam TBT Office: www.tbtvn.org.vn
Implementation of APEC Leaders’ transparency standards in connection with competition Law and policy:

· The Competition Law, decrees and circulars guiding the implementation of the Competition Law were published on the National Gazette and the mass media (e.g: www.vnexpress.net; www.mot.gov.vn)

· During investigation process, the complainant, defendant, lawyer and related persons, witnesses all have the rights and obligations to supply related evidences in order to ensure their legitimate interest and benefit (Article 66, 67, 68 and 71 Competition Law)

· Petition or complaint against competition case, against the decision to settle competition case; advice note, surmons, invitation in competition procedure; the decision to investigate competition case; the decision to settle competition case... all will be on-time notified to related parties in the competition case (Article 66 Decree No. 116/2005/ND-CP dated 15/09/2005 stipulating in details the implementation of several articles of Competition Law).

· In addition, the settlement of competion restriction acts is being implemented through a report session with the participation in the debate of related parties and their lawyers. 

Implementation of APEC Leaders’ transparency standards in connection with business mobility:

· Completed the self-assessment of transparency in immigration area in accordance with APEC standards.

· Completed the self-assessment of legal infrastructure in immigration area.

· Publicized immigration procedures at Immigration Department’s headquarters and its website: http://www.vnimm.gov.vn
· Promulgated internal regulations and process on Immigration and own management.

	· To ensure further effective implementation of transparency standards in accordance with APEC Leaders’ Declaration on the implementation of APEC transparency standards endorsed in Los Cabos on 27/10/2002.

Implementation of APEC Leaders’ transparency standards for investment:

· To review and amend the list of areas where investment is not licensed or investment is conditional to improve it in the direction of being more transparent, detailed and in compliance with international commitments;

· To publicly publish the standards for assessment, and information in relation to the assessment process of investment projects; 

· To promote the publicity of information abroad, to propagandize and make availability of publications introducing the economy, its economic, social development and foreign investment policies in order to attract foreign investment

Implementation of APEC Leaders’ transparency standards for customs procedures:

· To update and supply all information regarding taxation policies on Ministry of Finance’s website as well as to answer queries from businesses from time to time 

Implementation of APEC Leaders’ transparency standards in connection with intellectual property rights:

· To develop guidelines for the examination of IPR objects;

Implementation of APEC Leaders’ transparency standards in connection with standard and conformance:

The newly promulgated Law called the Law on Technical Standards and Specification will come into force on 1/1/2007. It is regarded as a law fully compatible with the WTO TBT Agreement. To implement the Law, STAMEQ is planned to take the following actions:

· To publish and introduce it to the public;

· To develop and implement by-laws and guidances;

· To orientate and improve activities relating to standards and conformance to meet requirements of the new Law;

· To revise and make existing procedures of developing standards, technical regulation, conformity assessment in compliance with the new law;

· STAMEQ will notify acceptance of the WTO TBT Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards as soon as Viet Nam becomes a new WTO member

Implementation of APEC Leaders’ transparency standards in connection with competition Law and policy:

· To further implement regulations of the Competition Law and its decrees that guide the implementation of transparency in the practice of settlement of competition law violation acts. 

Implementation of APEC Leaders’ transparency standards in connection with business mobility: 

· To further review and amend legal documents that relates to short-term entry of APEC business people.

· To introduce the ABTC scheme to the business community of Viet Nam.

· To publicize immigration procedures through the mass media (radio, TV net, newspapers, internet…)

· To introduce in brief Viet Nam’s immigration regulations on APEC website.


	RTAs/FTAs  Note 5


	- Description of current 

  agreements


	Agreement 1: : Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Co-operation between the Association of South East Asian Nations and the People’s Republic of China

· Membership: Ten ASEAN countries and the People’s Republic of China

· Date of entry into force: 01/07/2003

· Main provisions: Objectives, Measures For Comprehensive Economic Co-operation, Trade In Goods, Trade In Services, Early Harvest, Other Areas Of Economic Co-operation, Timeframes, Most-Favoured Nation Treatment, General Exceptions, Dispute Settlement Mechanism, institutional arrangements for negotiations, miscellaneous provisions, amendments, depository

· Type of Agreement: Free Trade Agreement

· Early Harvest Program stipulates the early reduction of duties on products in Chapter 1 to 8 of HS Code.

· Product coverage: Except Early Harvest Program, all remaining products are categorized into 2 tracks: Normal List and Sensitive List

· Timeframe: End date will be 2010 for ASEAN-6 and 2015 for CLMV countries with flexibilities

· Rules of origin: Interim ROO for products under Early Harvest Program

· For trade in services and investments, the negotiations on the respective agreements shall commence in 2003 and be concluded as expeditiously as possible for implementation in accordance with the timeframes to be mutually agreed: (a) taking into account the sensitive sectors of the Parties; and (b) with special and differential treatment and flexibility for the newer ASEAN Member States.

· Changes in 2006: No

· Expected changes in 2007: No
Agreement 2: Agreement on Trade in Goods of Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Co-operation between the Association of South East Asian Nations and the People’s Republic of China

· Membership: Ten ASEAN countries and the People’s Republic of China

· Date of entry into force: 01/07/2003

· Type of Agreement: Free Trade Agreement

· Main provisions: Definitions, National Treatment on Internal Taxation and Regulation, Tariff Reduction and Elimination of Trade Barriers, Transparency, Modification of Concessions, WTO Disciplines, Quantitative Restrictions and Non-Tariff Barriers, Safeguard Measures, Acceleration of Commitments, Measures to Safeguard the Balance of Payments, General Exceptions, Dispute Settlement, institutional arrangements for negotiations, miscellaneous provisions, amendments, depository

· Rules of origin: 40% of regional value content and specific rules for some other products

· Product coverage: For products not cover in Early Harvest Program and be categorized into Normal Track and Sensitive Track

· Timeframe: End date for tariff elimination will be 2010 for ASEAN-6 and 2015 for CLMV countries

· Quantitative Restrictions and Non-Tariff Barriers: be treated according to WTO disciplines

· Changes in 2006: No

· Expected changes in 2007: No
Agreement 3: Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Co-operation between the Association between the Association of South East Asian Nations and the Republic of India

· Membership: 10 ASEAN countries and India

· Date of entry into force: 01/07/2004

· Type of agreement: Framework Agreement on comprehensive economic cooperation

· Main provisions: Objectives, measures for economic cooperation, trade in goods (art.3), trade in services, investment, areas of economic cooperation, Early Harvest Program, timeframes, general exceptions, dispute settlement, institutional arrangements for negotiations, miscellaneous provisions, amendments, depository, entry into force

· Article 3 deals with trade in goods which require the parties gradually reduce or eliminate tariff rates within timeframes mutually agreed upon. 

· Product coverage: products shall be categorized into two lists such as normal and sensitive list

· Agreement on trade in goods: under negotiation

· Rules of origin: under negotiation

· For trade in services and investment, the parties have exchanged information but yet to officially commence negotiations. According to the Framework Agreement, the negotiations shall commence in 2005 and be concluded by 2007.

· Changes in 2006: No

· Expected changes in 2007: No

Agreement 4: Framework for Comprehensive Economic Partnership between the Association between the Association of South East Asian Nations and Japan 

· Membership: 10 ASEAN countries and Japan

· Type of agreement: comprehensive economic partnership agreement (AJCEP)

· Timeframe: ASEAN and Japan endeavors to complete measures for the realization of the ASEAN-Japan CEP, including elements of a possible free trade area by 2012 for ASEAN-6, and 2017 for the newer ASEAN Member States.

· Coverage: Negotiations on AJCEP aim at broad-based economic partnership covering not only liberalization of trade and investment but also trade and investment promotion and facilitation measures, including, but not limited to customs procedures, standards and conformance, non-tariff measures, and co-operation in other areas, such as financial services, information and communications technology, science and technology, human resource development, small and medium enterprises, tourism, transport, energy and food security. 

· Changes in 2006: No

· Expected changes in 2007: No

Agreement 5: ASEAN-Korea comprehensive economic agreement covering trade in goods, services and investment.

· Membership: 10 ASEAN countries and South Korea

· Type of agreement: Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation

· Both parties have completed and signed Framework Agreement and Agreement on Dispute Settlement. Agreement on Trade in Goods will be officially signed in 8/2006 in the time of ASEAN Economic Ministers Meeting
Agreement 6: ASEAN-CER comprehensive agreement covering trade in goods, services and investment.

· ASEAN and Australia, New Zealand are negotiating the comprehensive agreement covering trade in goods, services, investment, dispute settlement in order to establish a Free Trade Agreement among ASEAN and Australia, New Zealand within 10 years.


	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1


	Agreement on Trade in Service of the Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Co-operation between the Association of South East Asian Nations and the People’s Republic of China

· Main provisions: Definitions, Scope, Transparency, Disclosure of Confidential Information, Domestic Regulations, Recognition, Monopoly and Exclusive Service Suppliers, Safeguards, Payments and Transfers, Restrictions to Safeguard the Balance of Payments, General Exceptions, Security Exceptions, Market Access, National Treatment, Schedule of Commitments, Additional Commitments, Progressive Liberalization, Denial of Benefits, Dispute Settlement, Amendments, Entry into force

· Status of negotiation: ASEAN and China are in the final stage of negotiating the draft text of the Agreement and are exchanging requests and offers for the 1st package of commitment under ACFTA


	
	Agreement #2


	Agreement on Investment of the Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Co-operation between the Association of South East Asian Nations and the People’s Republic of China

· Main provisions: Definitions, Objectives, General obligations, Scope of application, Reservations, Waiver of MFN Treatment, Liberalization, Waiver of Reciprocal Treatment, Better Treatment, Liberalization Principles, Prohibition of performance requirements, Adequate protection, MFN Treatment, Protection of investments, Expropriation, Compensation for losses, Transfer and repatriation of profits, Subrogation, Restrictions to safeguard the balance of payments, Investment disputes between a party and an investor, application to GATS Mode 3 on Commercial Presence, Modifications of schedules, annexes and action plans, Amendments, Entry into force


	
	Agreement #3


	ASEAN-CER comprehensive agreement covering trade in goods, services and investment.

· Type of Agreement: a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement covering trade in goods, services and investment

· Objective: to establish a Free Trade Agreement among ASEAN and Australia and New Zealand

· Matters related to goods, services, investment, institutional and legal matters are being negotiated concurrently and are anticipated to finish in 2007

	
	Agreement #4


	ASEAN-Korea comprehensive agreement covering trade in goods, services and investment.

· Membership: 10 ASEAN countries and South Korea

· Type of agreement: Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and separate agreements on Trade in Goods, Trade in Services, Trade in Investment, Rules of Origin (ROO), Dispute Settlement Mechanism (DSM)

· Objective: to establish a Free Trade Agreement 

· Coverage: goods, services, investments, DSM.



	
	Agreement #5


	Agreement on goods, Agreement on dispute settlement and establishment of ASEAN-India free trade agreement with the purpose to liberalize trade in goods


	- Future plans


	ASEAN – China: to finalize negotiation on draft text of the Agreement on Trade in Services and 1st package of service commitments.

For investment, to continue to negotiate the main provisions of the Agreement on Investment
ASEAN – Korea: to implement the Agreement on Trade on Goods; to further negotiate the Agreement on Trade in Services and the Agreement on Investment.
ASEAN – India: to negotiate trade in goods, trade in services agreement and investment and other related issues.
ASEAN – Japan: to further negotiate between ASEAN and Japan the Framework for Comprehensive Economic Partnership and between Japan and individual ASEAN members (EPA)
ASEAN – CER: further negotiate the comprehensive agreement on ROO, free trade in services, and free trade in goods, legal matters…
To negotiate Agreement on the establishment of ASEAN – EU Free trade agreement in 2007



	Additional information Note 6  




Notes

1. 
Economies are encouraged to use the sub-chapter and section headings from the full IAP template as guidance for the appropriate level of detailed information to be submitted in the Update.  

2.
Economies should describe significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Wherever possible all entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address etc) where further information can be obtained.

3. 
The IAP Update should provide information necessary to bring the most recent full IAP up to date.  

4. 
If there is no significant change to the information provided in the most recent IAP, “As in [year] IAP” should be entered.

5.  Economies will submit IAP chapters on transparency and RTAs/FTAs for the first time in 2005.  These chapters will remain the base document for the Update until the economy submits its next full IAP.  As a transitional measure, economies will also submit a report in 2005 on Area-specific Transparency Implementation using an agreed format. 

6. 
Economies may use the Additional Information section to describe any material not captured in the template.






