
	CHAPTER 5: STANDARDS
 AND CONFORMANCE

	Objective

APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. endeavour to actively participate in international standardisation activities;

c. promote good regulatory practice for the preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations in the APEC region;

d. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

e. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

f. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

c.
consider to pursue trade facilitation in information and technology products;

d.
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through:  (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

e.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;
f.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;
g.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means; 
h.       implement and maintain a standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards; and

i
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and  

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) 
              in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas:

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION
APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2005; and
d.
continue to promote active participation in international standardisation activities.

Good Regulatory Practice

APEC economies will:

Continue to update the consolidation of materials in the Good Regulatory Practice Database as well as to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practice in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars with a particular focus on performance-based regulations and sector-specific good practices.  

RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to consider mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;
c.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment by among others, looking into the possibility to adopt an information technology management system;  
d.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2005  in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

e.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2005.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program; and

b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2005;  

TRANSPARENCY
APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; 

b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment; 
c.
promote the transparency of regulatory systems and standards by maintaining appropriate and accessible information date basis, including Directory of Food Trade Contacts in the Directory of Food Trade Contacts; and

d.     implement and maintain standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.
OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.  
The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.


	United States’ Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2006
The United States has a transparent and open standards and regulatory system.  Information on standards and technical regulations is publicly available, and participation in standards development bodies is open to both U.S. and non-residents.  Proposed standards and technical regulations are published in advance and an opportunity for comment from interested parties -- whether domestic or foreign -- is provided.  Comments received are taken into consideration when developing the final standard and technical regulation.  These requirements are codified domestically in the Administrative Procedures Act (APA) which sets forth the general procedures for rule-making to be followed by agencies of the United States Government (5 U.S.C. section 551 et seq.).  In addition, Executive Order 12866, “Regulatory Planning and Review,” contains the Administration’s statement of regulatory policy, including rigorous analysis requirements (e.g., cost-benefit analysis; impact on small business; environmental impact) which must be conducted before a final regulation is issued. The United States has established inquiry points, as required under the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures.  The United States has submitted its statement on implementation under the WTO TBT Agreement (G/TBT/2/Add. 2 available on http://www.wto.org/).  The U.S. inquiry points have developed and maintain directories with detailed information on U.S. standards organizations; federal, state and private sector laboratory accreditation organizations; and federal and private sector certification programs.  The United States publishes annual reports on the activities of our inquiry points.  In addition, most U.S. federal agencies have established and are updating and expanding information on home pages on the Internet to facilitate the distribution of information on their activities and regulatory requirements.




	Chapter 5: United States’ Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2006

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Regulatory Review Policies / Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with

international standards 

where appropriate 


	
	The U.S. policy is to adopt international standards whenever possible and appropriate.  As a result of the Uruguay Round Agreements Act (Public Law 103-465), the National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act (PL 104-113), and other policies, U.S. agencies are committed to participating in the development and use of voluntary and international standards, consistent with the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.  Information on the National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act may accessed at http://ts.nist.gov/nttaa
 

The U.S., through the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and the U.S. National Committee (USNC) is a member of the ISO and IEC, respectively.  

 

Information on the WTO TBT Inquiry Point may be accessed at http://ts.nist.gov/ncsci.  Information on the WTO SPS Inquiry Point may be accessed at http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/sp
sreqs.html  Information on ANSI and the USNC may be accessed at http://www.ansi.org

	

	Alignment of standards with

international standards in 

priority areas agreed by the 

SCSC


	
	The U.S. has completed the Voluntary Action Plan for alignment of standards with international standards.  The U.S. is a full participant in relevant IEC and CISPR activities.  In many cases, US standards for electrical products are aligned with IEC standards.  

 

Rubber Products

 

The U.S. maintains voluntary consensus standards for rubber condoms and rubber gloves.  These standards are aligned with relevant ISO standards. The US participates in the activities of the CODEX Alimentarius Commission; the US is aligned with the CODEX approach to providing mandatory information on food labels.  The US participates in the development of international standards and guides and adopts them whenever possible and appropriate. For further information, please contact: American National Standards Institute1819 L Street, N.W., 6th Floor Washington, D.C. 20066Tel: 202-293-8020Fax: 202-293-9287URL: http://www.ansi.org
 

US and international standards have been harmonized in the following areas:- safety of audio-video apparatus and accessories- safety of low-voltage video products


	Remove remaining differences between US and international standards for refrigerator components and room air conditioners.  Differences between specific US standards and corresponding standards under IEC 60335, Electrical Safety, are under review

	Active participation in the

 international 

standardisation activities of 

international standardizing 

bodies 


	
	The United States is a member and active participant in APEC standards-related activities, and in all key international and regional standards-related organizations, including the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), through the U.S. member body -- the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), through the U.S. National Committee (USNC).  Specifically, the US participated in 136 of 188 ISO Technical Committees in 1999 and the USNC participated in 78 of 90 IEC Technical Committees.  The US is also a member of the ISO Council and the ISO Technical Management Board as well as a member of the IEC Committee of Action and the Conformity Assessment Board.  The U.S. is also a member of:-- Food and Agriculture Organization/World Health Organization (FAO/WHO) Codex Alimentarius Commission;

– International Telecommunications Union (ITU); 

– International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML);

– the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC);

– the International Office of Epizootics (OIE);

– the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC);

– the International Bureau of Weights and Measures (BIPM);

–         Others: Additional information on U.S. participation in specific international standards bodies is available from ANSI and from the U.S. TBT and SPS inquiry points. American National Standards Institute1819 L Street, N.W., 6th Floor Washington, D.C. 20066Tel: 202-293-8020Fax: 202-293-9287URL: http://www.ansi.orgnational/Institute of Standards and Technology Standards Information Program100 Bureau Drive, MS 2150Gaithersburg, Maryland 20899-2150Telephone: 301-975-4040Fax: 301-926-1559E-Mail: ncsci@nist.gov

	

	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements 

of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	
	The United States employs a range of conformity assessment approaches and does not view mutual recognition arrangements as universally desirable.  In fact, a number of U.S. programs (e.g., the National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program, or NVLAP; and, the Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory Program administered by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration) are open to direct participation by foreign-based conformity assessment bodies.  In addition, a number of U.S. regulatory requirements are not predicated on third party certification.  For some regulatory requirements, manufacturers and importers are allowed to declare a product’s conformity to regulatory requirements.  Such openness negates the need for MRAs as a mechanism for additional access to the U.S. market.

 

The United State is a signatory to the treaty of the metre and the treaty of OIML (legal metrology).  The United States participates in the IECQ (the IEC’s Quality Assessment System for Electronic Components) and IECEE (the IEC’s System for conformity testing to standards for safety of electrical equipment) programs; the International Accreditation Forum (IAF); and, the IATCA (International Auditor and Training Certification Association).

 

The United States participates in the Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), and the Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF).

 

In the area of telecommunications, the United States has also moved to make its policies consistent with APEC’s Telecommunications Mutual Recognition Agreement, and signed a Telecommunications MRA with Australia, Chinese Taipei, Singapore and Canada.

 

The United States has also participated in, and will continue to advocate activity in, APEC standards-related activity, including in the appropriate parts of the EVSL initiative.

 

The United States has served as co-lead (along with Japan, the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand) for the project initiated by the Information Technology Industry Council to facilitate trade in information technology products.  The ITI proposal recommends the use of specific international standards for electromagnetic interference and safety, and a common approach to assuring conformity through the reliance on a “supplier’s declaration.” 

 

 The United States is an active participant in the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety.

 

The United States does not currently participate in the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products (APEC Food MRA), the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (APEC Electrical MRA), or the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls.


	

	Participation in bilateral 

recognition arrangements 

of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	
	
	

	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity 

assessment in the voluntary sector 


	
	Within the Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), there are three U.S. accreditation bodies that have signed the APLAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) to recognize accreditation in the fields of testing and calibration. 

 

The U.S. is a signatory to the Global MRA on Metrology developed jointly by the Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP) and BIPM.

 

The U.S. is a signatory to the Mutual Recognition Arrangement of the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC)


	

	Improve and maintain level 

of technical infrastructure


	
	The United States responded to the initial APEC survey on technical infrastructure development and to a subsequent update.  The United States has multiple programs to assist economies in the region with the development of sound regulations, standards and conformity assessment infrastructure, in fulfillment of the objectives of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.


	

	Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance 

and/or activities for 

technical infrastructure 

development


	
	The U.S. has participated in and supported several APEC SCSC Technical Infrastructure Development Projects through its participation in Specialist Regional Bodies such as APLAC and APLMF.

 

In 2000, the United States proposed, and gained endorsement of, a TILF project to support the development of a B2G e-service intended to support APEC regulators in the implementation of supplier's declaration of conformity and post-market surveillance in the area of information technology
	

	Provision of assistance for

the improvement of other 

economies’ technical 

infrastructure


	
	The United States has multiple programs to assist economies in the region with the development of sound regulations, standards and conformity assessment infrastructure, in fulfillment of the objectives of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements

	

	Participation in Specialist 

Regional Bodies
 activities


	
	The U.S. participates in the Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), the Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) and serves as an observer to the Asia-Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP).Within APLAC, there are three U.S. accreditation bodies that have signed the APLAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) to recognize accreditation in the fields of testing and calibration.  The U.S. also serves as Chair of APLAC and Chair of the Nominations Committee. Within PASC, the U.S. serves as Chair of the PASC Standing Committee (SC).Contact Point for US Participation in PASC: American National Standards Institute1819 L Street, N.W., 6th Floor Washington, D.C. 20066Tel: 202-293-8020Fax: 202-293-9287URL: http://www.ansi.orgcontact/Point for US Participation in APLMF and APMP: National Institute of Standards and Technology100 Bureau Drive, Stop 2100Gaithersburg, MD 20899Tel: 301-975-4000Fax: 301-963-2871URL: http://www.nist.govcontact/Points for US participation in APLACNVLAP100 Bureau Drive Stop 2140Gaithersburg MD 20899-2140Tel: 301 975 4042Fax: 301 926 2884URL: http://www.ts.nist.gov/nvlapA2
LA 5301 Buckeystown Pike, Suite 350Frederick, MD 21704-8307Tel: 301 644 3212Fax: 301 662 2974URL: http://www.a2la.orgicbo-evalua
tion service/, Inc.5360 Workman Mill Road Whittier, CA 90601Tel: 562 699 0543Fax: 562 695 4694URL: http://www.icbo.org.


	

	Continuously strive to 

increase transparency of 

their standards and 

conformance requirements, 

including implementation of 

APEC Leaders’ 

Transparency Standards on 

Standards and 

Conformance(  
	
	The United States has a transparent and open standards and regulatory system.  Information on standards and technical regulations is publicly available, and participation in standards development bodies is open to both U.S. and non-residents.  Proposed standards and technical regulations are published in advance and an opportunity for comment from all interested parties – whether domestic or foreign – is provided.  The United States has established inquiry points, as required under the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.  The U.S. publishes annual reports on inquiry point activities.  In addition, most U.S. federal agencies have established home pages on the Internet to facilitate the distribution of information on their activities and regulatory requirements.


	

	Participate in relevant 

international fora


	
	The United States is a member and active participant in all key international and regional standards-related organizations, including the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), through the U.S. member body -- the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), through the U.S. National Committee (USNC). The U.S. is a signatory to the Treaty of the Metre.  The U.S. is also a member of: The International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML); The International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC); The International Accreditation Forum (IAF); and, The Codex Alimentarius Commission In ILAC, U.S. representatives serve on 6 of 7 subcommittees.  In OIML, the U.S. has a seat on the Presidential Council.  Additional information on U.S. participation in specific international standards bodies is available from: National Institute of Standards and Technology Standards Information Program100 Bureau Drive, MS 2150Gaithersburg, Maryland 20899-2150Telephone: 301-975-4040Fax: 301-926-1559E-Mail: ncsci@nist.gov


	

	Other activities
	
	
	


	Improvements in United States’ Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with 

international standards where 

appropriate 


	At the base year the United States had adopted and was in compliance with the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade.

	The U.S. Voluntary Action Plan is available upon request.

	Active participation in the international standardisation 

activities of international 

standardizing bodies


	In 1996, the United States participated in the following organizations:--International Organization for Standardization--International Electrotechnical Commission-- Food and Agriculture Organization/World Health Organization (FAO/WHO) Codex Alimentarius Commission;– International Telecommunications Union (ITU); – International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML);– the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC);– the International Office of Epizootics (OIE);– the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC);– the International Bureau of Weights and Measures (BIPM);– others.


	No changes have occurred in U.S. participation in these organizations

	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	NOTE: Prior to 1996 there were no plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements on conformity assessment
	APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety - 1999APEC Telecommunications MRA – Chinese Taipei – 1999APEC Telecommunications MRA -  Canada – 2001, APEC Telecommunications MRA -  Australia – 2002, APEC Telecommunications MRA -  Singapore – 2006


	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	 Not applicable

	Not applicable

	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary 

sector 


	The U.S. did not participate in any arrangements in the voluntary sector prior to 1996.


	Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation MRA – 1997Signatory to the Global MRA on Metrology developed by APMP and BIPM – 1999 Signatory to the ILAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement - 2000  



	Improve and maintain the level of 

their  technical infrastructure

Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance and/or 

activities for technical 

infrastructure development


	Not applicable
	Not applicable

	Provision of assistance for the

improvement of other economies’

technical infrastructure


	Both prior to and since 1996, the United States has had multiple programs to assist economies in the region with the development of sound regulations, standards and conformity assessment infrastructure.
	Both prior to and since 1996, the United States has had multiple programs to assist economies in the region with the development of sound regulations, standards and conformity assessment infrastructure.


	Participation in Specialist 

Regional Bodies activities


	The United States was a member of APLAC and PASC prior to 1996 and served as an observer to APMP prior to 1996. 
	The United States currently participates in APLMF, in addition to APLAC and PASC.  The U.S. is an observer to the APMP.

	Continuously strive to increase 

transparency of their standards

and conformance requirements, 

including implementation of APEC

Leaders’ Transparency Standards

on Standards and Conformance(  


	Information on the U.S. standards and conformity assessment system was available, largely in hard copy, prior to 1996.
	Since 1996, the list of APEC contact points on standards and conformance information was compiled and made available on the Internet. In addition, many US federal agencies now maintain websites to distribute information on their activities and regulatory requirements. 

	Participate in relevant international fora


	The United States was a member of all below organizations in 1996.  the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale);· the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC);· the International Accreditation Forum (IAF); and the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and the Codex Alimentarius Commission}·

	No changes have occurred in U.S. participation since 1996.

	Other Activities


	
	


Appendix   – APEC Leaders Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance
Introduction

On 27 October 2002, in Los Cabos, Mexico, APEC Leaders adopted the Statement to Implement APEC Transparency Standards (“Leaders’ Statement”), and directed that these standards be implemented as soon as possible, and in no case later than January 2005.  

In paragraph 8 of the Leaders’ Statement, APEC Leaders instructed that “APEC sub-fora that have not developed specific transparency provisions should do so,” and further instructed that such new transparency provisions should be presented to Leaders upon completion for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  Accordingly, the Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) developed the following set of transparency standards for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  

These principles flow from the General Principles on Transparency agreed to by APEC Leaders at Los Cabos and the obligations of the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.

Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance:

1.  In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, and the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures, each Economy will:  (a)  promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media, for example via the Internet, information on its laws, regulations, policies, administrative rulings, certification, qualification and registration requirements, technical regulations, standards, guidelines, procedures and practices relating to standards and conformance; and, (b) have or designate an official journal or journals and publish in them information on technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures and related conformity assessment procedures on a regular basis and make copies of them readily available to the public.

2.  As far as practicable, each Economy will maintain one centrally located website for the information referred to above.

3.  In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement and the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, each Economy will publish in advance any standards or conformance requirement that it proposes to adopt and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures and take those comments into account before a final measure is adopted.  Each Economy that is a WTO member will notify proposals to the WTO as required by the TBT and SPS Agreements.

4.  In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measure.

5.  Recognizing that standards and conformance measures can have an adverse impact on trade and development, each Economy will ensure that such measures are developed and administered in a transparent manner, and in compliance with WTO TBT/SPS obligations, as well as the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations so as to prevent the creation of unnecessary or arbitrary barriers to trade.

6.  Each Economy will promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.

7.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.

� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements. Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)














� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  Economies should continue to use 1996 as the base year for previously raised IAP transparency issues, but may use 2003 as the base year for reporting on new transparency commitments per the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.


  





