	Individual Action Plan Update for Singapore for 2006

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Singapore is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	Singapore is a highly trade-dependent economy, with the world’s highest trade to GDP ratio at 3:1. Singapore relies heavily on imports as the major source of food, energy and industrial raw materials. Singapore’s small domestic market also means that industries in Singapore rely on overseas export markets to absorb their outputs. 
International trade has historically been and will continue to be an important source of economic wealth and well-being for the country. Singapore fully supports a free, open and fair trading environment. The Singapore economy is free and open with practically no barriers to the free flow of goods in and out of Singapore.
Singapore is committed to the Bogor Goals of free and open trade and investment, and will continue to conduct regular reviews to further trade liberalisation, increase transparency, and reduce business transaction costs.


	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) Note 1
	Improvements made since 2005 IAP Note 2
	Further Improvements Planned Note 2

	Tariffs
	Bound Tariffs, Applied Tariffs, Tariff Quotas
As in 2005 IAP.
Tariff Preferences
Duty-free access for all tariff lines to the following preferential trade partners:

· The Republic of Korea, under the Korea-Singapore Free Trade Agreement (FTA), in force since 2 March 2006

· The Republic of Panama, under the Panama-Singapore FTA, in force since 24 July 2006

· The Republic of Chile, under the Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership Agreement (Trans-Pac SEP) with effect from 8 Nov 06.  


	Bound Tariffs, Applied Tariffs, Tariff Quotas
Further improvements will be tabled under the WTO DDA negotiations.
Tariff Preferences
Duty-free access for all tariff lines to some future preferential trade partners.


	Non-Tariff Measures
	Quantitative Export Restrictions/Prohibitions

Pursuant to recent UN resolutions, the export ban of arms and related materials expanded to cover Republic of Congo in Sep 06.  Pursuant to Kimberly Process, Singapore also bans the import of rough diamonds from Cote d’Ivoire.  


	Singapore regularly reviews Non-Tariff Measures in light of technical, medical and other advances, with a view to streamline unnecessary measures, licensing requirements and certification procedures.



	Services


	Business services – Accounting

As in 2005 IAP.  
Business services – Architecture

As in 2005 IAP.
Business services – Engineering

As in 2005 IAP.

Business services – Legal
As in 2005 IAP.

Business services – Other Professional Services

Pharmacists

To practice as a pharmacist in Singapore, the person must be registered with the Singapore Pharmacy Board. Overseas pharmacists must possess basic pharmacy qualifications from Universities recognized and approved by the Board.

Contact point:

Singapore Pharmacy Board

College of Medicine Building

16 College Road

Singapore 169854

Tel: (65) 6325 1611/5

Internet website: www.spb.gov.sg
Medical professionals

In 2006, the Ministry of Health expanded the Schedule of Registrable Basic Medical Qualifications of the Medical Registration Act (Cap 174) that would be recognised for medical registration in Singapore.  The Schedule was expanded from 71 to 100 medical schools on 1 Apr 2006 and to 120 medical schools on 1 Aug 2006. Among the medical schools added were top European and Asian medical schools. 

Since 1 Apr 2005, the Singapore Medical Council (SMC) has reduced the period for conditional registration of foreign-trained specialists from 6 years to 3 years.  This means that a foreign-trained conditionally registered specialist  is able to apply for full registration after 3 years, subject to good assessment reports of the specialist.  

Communication services – Audio Visual

As in 2005 IAP.
Communications services – Express Delivery

As in 2005 IAP.
Communications services – Postal

As in 2005 IAP.
Communications services – Telecommunications
As in 2005 IAP.
See http://www.ida.gov.sg/ for further details.

Construction Related Engineering Services

As in 2005 IAP.
Energy Services

As in 2005 IAP.
Financial Services

As in 2005 IAP.
Health Related Social Services

E-Bidding of HDB tender-sites for use as child care centre premises  

Child care centre operators can also enjoy better services in terms of a more transparent tender system and faster approval to obtain premises on HDB void deck when the Ministry allowed electronic bidding for such premises in 2005 on HDB’ portal - www.place2lease.com. The key benefits with the change from conventional tender to electronic bidding are summarized as follows

 

Conventional Tender

Electronic Bidding

Bidding Period

2 weeks

5 days

Tender Deposit

1 month’s rental

$500

Release of Final Results

1 – 2 months after bidding closed

Publish 1st and 2nd Reserves

 14 days after bidding closed

Do not publish any Reserve

Holding of Deposit

For the first 4 highest bidders till MCYS decides on allocation

For the highest bidder only

Seeking Tender Board’s approval

Hardcopy Submission

Online approval (using Online Approval System)

Recreation, Cultural and Sporting Services

As in 2005 IAP.
Tourism, Travel and Related Services

As in 2005 IAP.
Transport services

MPA has issued  additional Public Licences for Port Services and Facilities to PSAC effective Jan 2004 and Apr 2005 to operate additional container berths.

Scheduled Bus Services:

Operators of scheduled bus services that charge passengers individual fares are required to apply to the Public Transport Council (PTC) for bus service licences, and if required, bus service operator licences. The PTC will impose licence conditions for the operation of bus services. Operators require Public Service Vehicle (PSV) licences for their buses from the Land Transport Authority (LTA). Bus drivers will also need to apply for bus driver vocational licences from the LTA.


	Further improvements will be tabled under the WTO DDA negotiations.

Business services – Accounting

As in 2005 IAP.
Business services – Architecture

As in 2005 IAP.
Business services – Engineering

As in 2005 IAP.

Business services – Legal
As in 2005 IAP.

Business services – Other Professional Services

There may be further liberalisation for foreign-trained specialists from 2007.  In particular, the Singapore Dental Council will be revising its Schedule on recognised basic dental degrees to incorporate more dental schools from the US and Canada.
Communication services – Audio Visual

As in 2005 IAP.
Communications services – Express Delivery

As in 2005 IAP.
Communications services – Postal

As in 2005 IAP.
Communications services – Telecommunications
As in 2005 IAP.
Construction Related Engineering Services

As in 2005 IAP.
Energy Services

The gas industry in Singapore is being further restructured to enhance efficiency through competition in the contestable sectors, while ensuring reliability and security of supply.  The restructuring of the gas industry is scheduled for completion in 2007.
Financial Services

As in 2005 IAP.
Health Related Social Services

As in 2005 IAP.
Recreation, Cultural and Sporting Services

As in 2005 IAP.
Tourism, Travel and Related Services

As in 2005 IAP.
Transport services

As in 2005 IAP.

	Investment


	General Policy Framework
Singapore continued to place importance on championing an open and pro-business investment environment with less red tape, simpler procedures and more online access to services.  To improve on the one-stop service facilities, the offices of some of Singapore’s economic, trade and tourist promotion agencies abroad would come under one roof.  Grouping of the services would make it more efficient, beneficial and convenient to companies wanting to do business in Singapore.  
The APEC Business Travel Card Scheme was implemented to facilitate the travel of business persons between APEC economies.  The process of public consultation preceding formulation and implementation of policies was prevalent.  
Singapore’s network of free trade agreements including investment protection expanded with the signing of a FTA with Panama. 

Transparency

As in 2005 IAP

Non-discrimination

As in 2005 IAP

Expropriation and Compensation

As in 2005 IAP

Protection from Strife and Similar Events

Singapore signed investment guarantee agreement with Saudi Arabia and with Ukraine. 

Transfers of Capital Related to Investments

As in 2005 IAP

Performance Requirements

As in 2005 IAP.
Entry and Stay of Personnel

As in 2005 IAP.
Settlement of Disputes

Plans have been drawn up for the establishment of a specialised integrated high-tech arbitration complex and for the streamlining of procedures for easier entry of foreign lawyers.

Intellectual Property

Singapore continued to strengthen its IP framework by modernising IP legislation, educating local companies about IP and beefing up enforcement of IP rights.  Singapore became a member of the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks built on the Trademark Law Treaty of 1994, the new treaty creating a modern and dynamic international framework for the harmonization of administrative trademark registration procedures.  The Intellectual Property Office of Singapore drafted amendments to the Patent Act and Rules and consulted the public on them.  In addition, the code of conduct for patent agents was drafted and public views on them sought.

Avoidance of Double Taxation

Singapore signed Avoidance of Double Taxation Agreements with Fiji, Malta, Estonia and Kazakhstan.  Public views were sought on how Singapore’s current network of tax treaties could be improved and which countries Singapore could initiate treaty negotiations with.

Competition Policy and Regulatory Reform

In the 2nd phase of implementation of the Competition Act on 1 Jan 2006, the provisions on anti-competitive agreements, decisions and practices; abuse of dominance; investigation; enforcement; appeal process; and other miscellaneous areas came into force.

Business Facilitating Measures to Improve the Domestic Business Environment

Under the 3-year e-Government Action Plan II (eGAPII) launched in 2003, user-friendly, accessible and convenient e-services were delivered to citizens and business.  Building on the achievements of the e-GAP II, a new $2 billion 5-year master plan called iGov2010 was mapped out to guide Singapore’s latest direction in e-Government.  Besides increasing reach and richness of e-services via the mobile channel, and engaging citizens in policy making, major thrusts would be on delivering higher quality of service and facilitating growth of the private sector through partnership in infocomm projects.
Other Investment Measures

-

	General Policy Framework

Singapore is committed to advancing and promoting liberalization, convenience and effectiveness and transparency as shown in programmes planned to continue to ensure an environment conducive to business and investment.  The network of free trade agreements and investment guarantee agreements will be further expanded as the increasing number being negotiated are concluded.
Transparency

-

Non-discrimination

-

Expropriation and Compensation

-

Protection from Strife and Similar Events

The potential for enlarging the IGA network is good, with several IGAs being negotiated and some waiting to be negotiated.

Transfers of Capital Related to Investments

-

Performance Requirements

-
Entry and Stay of Personnel

A new pass to be introduced on 1 Jan 2007 is the personalised Employment Pass to better attract and retain talent by facilitating suitable Employment Pass holders to continue working in Singapore.  It will be portable and not tied to a specific employer, making it easier for holders to change jobs by allowing holders to stay for up to 6 months while between jobs.
Settlement of Disputes

Various international arbitration institutions will be encouraged to set up in Singapore.
Intellectual Property

-
Avoidance of Double Taxation

-
Competition Policy and Regulatory Reform

In the 3rd phase, the remaining provisions pertaining to mergers and acquisitions will come into force in 2007.   Public consultation on the proposed merger provisions is now under way.
Business Facilitating Measures to Improve the Domestic Business Environment

Under the iGov2010, the Government plans to create greater efficiency through the implementation of a Unique Establishment Identifier (UEI) for establishments including companies, businesses, societies and non-profit organisations.
Other Investment Measures

-


	Standards and Conformance


	Alignment of standards with international standards
As of Sept 2006, 81.62005, 82.4 % of alignable Singapore Standards [200210 of 245255 Singapore Standards] have been aligned to international standards.

Active participation in the international standardisation activities of the international standardising bodies

As of Sept 2006, Singapore holds 36 "P" memberships and 82 "O" memberships in the various ISO Technical Committees (TC) and Sub-Committees (SC).   Singapore also holds 5 "P" memberships and 54 "O" memberships in the various IEC Technical Committees (TCs) and Sub-Committees (SC).

Singapore holds these leadership positions:

· Convenor of ISO/TC 104/SC 4 /WG2 on Radio Frequency on Communication Protocol for Electronic Seal for Freight Container since December 1998

· Convenor of ISO/TC 28/SC6/WG 8 on Bunkering Protocol for development of  ISO/TR 13739 Petroleum Products - Methods for Specifying Practical Procedures for the Transfer of Bunker Fuels to Ships since 1994

· Convenor of ISO/TMB/WG on Exhibition Terminology since Feb 2005 

· Vice Chair of ISO/TC 207/SC 5 -Life Cycle

Assessment (LCA) and co-convenor of

SC5/WG 6 on ISO 14040 series on Life Cycle    Assessment 

· Convenor of ISO/IEC JTC1 SC27/WG 4 on Security controls  and services

· Convenor of ISO/IEC JTC 1 SC 17/WG11 on  On-card biometric matching standardization project

· Singapore elected to ISO Council for the term 2007-2008

For further information on Singapore’s standardization programme, please visit www.standards.org.sg.

Active participation in international and regional accreditation activities

In 2006, Singapore continues to hold the following key positions in the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) and the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC):

APLAC - Treasurer and Member of Board of Management

PAC  -  Member of MLA Management Committee

New Accreditation Schemes

These new accreditation schemes were launched in 2006:

(i) ISO 22000 Food Safety Management System

For further information on Singapore’s accreditation programme, please visit 

www.sac-accreditation.gov.sg.

Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment

As in 2005 IAP.  


	Alignment of standards with international standards

Singapore will continue to actively explore and propose new areas and sectors for alignment that are of interest and benefit to our industries.
Active participation in the international standardisation activities of the international standardising bodies

Singapore would continue to actively explore and propose new areas and sectors for alignment that are of interest and benefit to our industries.
Active participation in international and regional accreditation activities

The Singapore Accreditation Council will launch 2 new accreditation schemes for:

(i) Medical Imaging; and

(ii) Commodity InspectionCertification bodies providing ISO 22000 certification.

Singapore will also be launching its GLP Compliance Programme 

Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment

The CIPM MRA Logo as a mark of Measurement Competency

In Oct’06, the BIPM published the list of authorised users of the CIPM MRA logo, as a mark of measurement competency. Having met the obligations of the MRA, SPRING has been granted permission to use the logo on its calibration reports. 

The logo shall be incorporated in SPRING’s calibration reports by Jan’07.

For more information of SPRING’s calibration & measurement capabilities (CMCs), please visit the BIPM website www.bipm.fr.



	Customs Procedures


	Greater Public Availability of Information

As in 2005 IAP.
Paperless Trading

As in 2005 IAP.

Provision of Temporary Importation facilities

As in 2005 IAP.

Implementation of Clear Appeals Provisions

As in 2005 IAP.
Alignment with WTO Valuation Agreement

As in 2005 IAP.
Adoption of Kyoto Convention

As in 2005 IAP.
Implementation of HS Convention

Singapore deposited the Instrument of Accession with the World Customs Organisation (WCO) on 13 Dec 05; the HS Convention subsequently entered into force on 1 Jan 06 for Singapore.
Implementation of an Advance Classification Ruling System

As in 2005 IAP.
Implementation of the TRIPs Agreement

As in 2005 IAP.
Development of a Compendium of Harmonised Trade Data Elements

As in 2005 IAP.
Adoption of Systematic Risk Management Techniques

As in 2005 IAP.
Implementation of WTO Guidelines on Express Consignment Clearance

As in 2005 IAP.
Integrity

As in 2005 IAP.
Customs-Business Partnership
Singapore conducts a number of regular training courses and outreach for the industry to create awareness and enable the industry to better comply with customs requirements, e.g. the Customs Strategic Goods Control Course.

	Greater Public Availability of Information

As in 2005 IAP.

Paperless Trading

The TradeNetTM revamp and the upcoming TradeXchangeTM are long-term projects that are scheduled for completion in late 2007.
Provision of Temporary Importation facilities

As in 2005 IAP.
Implementation of Clear Appeals Provisions

As in 2005 IAP.
Alignment with WTO Valuation Agreement

As in 2005 IAP.
Adoption of Kyoto Convention

As in 2005 IAP.
Implementation of HS Convention

Singapore will continue to contribute to global efforts to harmonise customs and trade procedures with a view to reducing costs to international trade.
Implementation of an Advance Classification Ruling System

As in 2005 IAP.
Implementation of the TRIPs Agreement

As in 2005 IAP.
Development of a Compendium of Harmonised Trade Data Elements

As in 2005 IAP.
Adoption of Systematic Risk Management Techniques

As in 2005 IAP.
Implementation of WTO Guidelines on Express Consignment Clearance

As in 2005 IAP.
Integrity

As in 2005 IAP.
Customs-Business Partnership

Singapore will continually review the current, as well as consider implementing new, partnership programmes with the business sector through active seeking of feedback.

Customs has drafted the Customer Policy Tagline to communicate our commitment to serve our customers well. We have also refined our Customer Service Charter.


	Intellectual Property Rights


	Law Changes 
- Came into force of the following on 1 July 2004:

· Patents (Amendment) Act 2004 and Patents (Amendment) Rules 2004 

· Intellectual Property (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act 2004 for extension of term of Copyright protection 

· Trade Marks (Amendment) Act 2004 and Trade Marks (Amendment) Rules 2004
· Trademarks (Border Enforcement Measures) (Amendment) Rules 2004 
- Came into force of the following on 1 January 2005:

· Copyright (Amendment) Act 2004
· Registered Designs (Amendment) Act 2004
- Came into force on 17 April 2005

· Registered Design (International Registration) Rules 2005

- Came into force of the following on 18 April 2005:

· Copyright (Excluded Works) Order

· Copyright Tribunal (Procedure) Regulations

· Copyright (Border Enforcement) Regulations

· Copyright Regulations

· Copyright (Network Service Provider) Regulations

· Interpretation (Copyright Act – Fees) Order

- Came into force of the following on 15 August 2005:

· Copyright (Amendment) Act 2005

- Came into force on 1 September 2005

· Registered Designs (Amendment) Rules 2005

- Came into force on 1 January 2006:

· Trademarks (Amendment) Rules 2005

- Came into force on 1st April 2005, 
· Patents (Amendment) Rules 2005 (rule 3 came into operation on 1st January 2004)
- Came into force on 2nd June 2006 

· Patents (Amendment) Rules 2006

- Came into force on 1st August 2006.

· Patents (Amendment No. 2) Rules 2006

- Accession to the WIPO Copyright Treaty and the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty in April 2005.

- Accession to the Geneva Act (1999) of the Hague Agreement concerning the International Registration of Industrial Design in April 2005

Trade Marks 
IPOS launched the online publication of its accepted trade marks on 30 September 2005. The online publication, e-Journals, will facilitate the search for and monitoring of accepted trade marks by trade mark applicants and trade mark agents.  E-Journals will allow applicants and trade mark agents to take timely and appropriate action against conflicting trade marks.  All these will in turn further enhance trade mark protection.
Patents 

Following the launch of the trade marks online publication, patents introduced its online version on 30 August 2006.   Further, amendments to the Rules were made and they were largely procedural or technical in nature and relate in general to  the simplification of filing procedures. 

Registered Designs 
Singapore has fulfilled her obligations with respect to the European Free Trade Association (EFTA)-Singapore Free Trade Agreement and acceded to the 1999 Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement for the International Registration of Registered Designs on 17 April 2005. The Registered Designs Act and Rules have been amended for Singapore’s accession to the Hague Agreement. 

The Registered Designs Rules were also amended in order to align procedures across the different Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS) registries; as well as to provide the procedures for electronic on-line filing of design applications. E-Designs, the electronic online filing system was launched on 1 September 2005.   Concurrently, IPOS launched the online publication of registered designs (e-Journal) on 1 September 2005 which facilitates search and monitoring of registered designs by applicants and agents; and gives broader public access to the registered designs.
Copyright 
The substantive amendments effected via the two amendment acts (listed above) expand criminal liability for copyright infringements, in particular, wilful copyright infringement that are either to a significant extent or done for the purpose of obtaining a commercial advantage.  In addition, the amendments also introduced new provisions against the circumvention of technological protection measures and provisions governing the limitation of liability for network service providers where they co-operate with copyright owners by deterring unauthorized use of copyright materials that are found in their systems or networks.  Border measures similar to equivalent trade marks provisions are introduced, thereby enhancing border enforcement against infringing imports, exports and infringing goods in transit that are consigned to a party with a local presence.  New rights encompassing all forms of communication have also been introduced to enhance the protection of copyright for copyright owners. The fair dealing provision has also been expanded to become a generic one (without specifying that only certain purposes are deemed fair dealing). 
Enforcement 
The Intellectual Property Rights Branch (IPRB) of the Criminal Investigations Department (CID) continued to take effective enforcement action against piracy and counterfeiting in Singapore for the year 2005. Compared against $12 million in 2004, the value of seizure in 2005 increased to $19 million.
Awareness 
· Produced the “Copy Not Right” VCD to educate users on do’s and don’ts when using copyright materials in January 2005

· Launched HIP microsite in September 2005 to engage the HIPfriends community who have signed up to pledge their respect for IP

· Staged a IP awareness roadshow for students at Singapore Management University

· Supported several artists’ showcases to hype up the HIP messages

· Tied up with blockbusters to bring home the message of respect for IP
Education 
· ipercKidz introduced an e-learning module to allow students to learn about IP in interactive ways at their own pace

· Training programmes for teachers in schools and IHLs were launched

· IP components were incorporated into business plan competitions and innovation programmes

· Singapore’s IP Academy has rolled out capability development programmes to both business and professionals on application and management of IP
International events
· Co-organised INTA-IPOS Asia Pacific Forum 2005 in March 2005 with International Trade Mark Association on “Emerging Issues in Brand Protection”

· Co-organised EAPIC in August 2005 and Sept 2006 with Europe Patent Office 

· Co-organised UPOV 6th Asian Regional Technical Meeting IN August 2005
· Co-organised a conference on China’s IP regime with the State IP Office (SIPO) in May 2006
· Hosted the WIPO Diplomatic Conference on the revised Trademark Law Treaty (13-31 March 2006) which led to the successful conclusion of the treaty which was named the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks (STLT).


	Trade Marks 
The Trade Marks Act and Trade Marks Rules will be amended to align our trademark procedures with the provisions in the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks (STLT).
Patents

Technical amendments to the Patents Act and Rules will be made to facilitate patent processing.
Enforcement 
We will continue to work in partnership with the industry and right owners in curbing piracy and counterfeiting in Singapore. 

With the changes to Singapore's intellectual property legislations in January 2005, enforcement officers will continue to undergo appropriate training to equip them for the challenges ahead.

Awareness 
- The advertising & promotion approach will continue to be adopted for efforts to raise IP awareness among the general public

- The HIP microsite will be enhanced to introduce more ways to  engage the community at large and to encourage them to respect IP
- More IP awareness roadshows will be organised for more local IHLs

- Working hand in hand with right holders to spread the IP awareness messages through joint promotions and commercials of latest music albums and movie releases

- Working with regional IP offices to form alliances and network to better improve tractions for IPR promotions
Education

- There will be further propagation of training programmes for staff and development of IP-centric courses in IHLs through co-ordinated efforts of IPOS, Singapore’s IP Academy and the IHLs.

- Development of sector-specific resources and publications on business use of IP will be undertaken.

- Training programmes for the region will be developed with partner agencies such as WIPO, EPO and other national offices.

International conferences planned for 2007 
· Europe-Asia Patent Information Conference EAPIC 2007 (Sept 2007)

· Conference on Copyright Administration (in collaboration with WIPO)

· Conference for SMEs  (in collaboration with WIPO)



	Competition Policy


	General Policy Framework

Singapore enacted a generic competition law, Competition Act 2004 (‘Act’), in January 2005. The Act will be implemented in phases. On 1 January 2005, the provisions establishing the Competition Commission of Singapore ('CCS') was brought into force. On 1 January 2006, the provisions on anti-competitive agreements, decisions and practices; abuse of dominance; enforcement; and miscellaneous areas came into force. 

The CCS has issued 11 guidelines. For more information on the CCS, the Act and its guidelines, and a range of general literature, please visit the CCS website at www.ccs.gov.sg.

Competition Institutions (Including Enforcement Agencies)

As in 2005 IAP.

Measures to Deal with Horizontal Restraints

Enforcement of section 34 prohibition commenced on 1 January 2006.  

Measures to Deal with Vertical Restraints

As in 2005 IAP

Measures to Deal with Abuse of Dominant Position

As in 2005 IAP

Measures to Deal with Mergers and Acquisitions

Public consultation is now under way on the proposed merger provisions. The provisions, under section 54 of the Competition Act, deal with mergers and acquisitions which have resulted, or may be expected to result, in a substantial lessening of competition within any market in Singapore.

Co-operation Arrangements with other Member Economies

As in 2005 IAP.

	General Policy Framework

The provisions relating to mergers and acquisitions will come into force on 1 July 2007. Public consultation on the proposed merger provisions is now under way.

Competition Institutions (Including Enforcement Agencies)

-

Measures to Deal with Horizontal Restraints

-

Measures to Deal with Vertical Restraints

Telecommunications
To further enhance competition in Singapore's telecom market, the Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore (IDA) will review the Telecom Competition Code every three years.

Energy
The gas industry in Singapore is being further restructured to enhance efficiency through competition in the contestable sectors, while ensuring reliability and security of supply.  The restructuring of the gas industry is scheduled for completion in 2007.
Measures to Deal with Abuse of Dominant Position

-
Measures to Deal with Mergers and Acquisitions

The provisions relating to mergers and acquisitions will come into force on 1 July 2007.
Co-operation Arrangements with other Member Economies

-

	Government Procurement


	GeBIZ -- free user account

GeBIZ is Singapore’s one stop e-procurement system where all procurement opportunities can be found. Since 1 Apr 2005, all suppliers who register as a GeBIZ Trading Partner is entitled to 1 fee user account. This encourages competition and brings value for money for government procurement.


	Singapore will continue to review its government tendering procedures to maintain efficient, open, fair and competitive procurement practices.



	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	As in 2005 IAP 

	-

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	WTO Obligations

As in 2005 IAP.
Rules of Origin

Improvements made with respect to Art.2 (h) of WTO Agreement on Rules of Origin :

Under the Korea-Singapore FTA
- Timeframe given for assessment of origin reduced to 90 days.
Under the Panama-Singapore FTA

- Timeframe given for assessment of origin reduced to 120 days.

Under the Trans-Pac SEP
- Timeframe given for assessment of origin reduced to 60 days.

	WTO Obligations

With the DDA back on track, further improvements will be tabled at the WTO.
Rules of Origin

When the Harmonization Work Program (HWP) on establishing a set of multilateral ROO is completed, Singapore will implement changes after participation in the review of the harmonised Rules of Origin (ROO).


	Dispute Mediation


	In March 2006, the Singapore International Arbitration Centre entered into a joint venture with the American Arbitration Association to open a new arbitration centre in Singapore, called the International Centre for Dispute Resolution Singapore.


	An integrated dispute resolution complex is being developed to provide world class arbitration facilities to support the needs of the industry.

	Mobility of Business People


	As in 2005 IAP

	As in 2005 IAP


	Information Gathering and Analysis


	As in 2005 IAP

	As in 2005 IAP


	APEC Food System


	As in 2005 IAP

	As in 2005 IAP


	Transparency


	
	


	RTAs/FTAs  Note 5


	- Description of current 

  agreements


	Please use Part 1 of the RTA/FTA reporting template to provide a short description or hyperlinks to any new agreements and to report improvements to existing agreements.  



	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1


	

	- Future plans


	


	Additional information Note 6  




Notes

1. 
Economies are encouraged to use the sub-chapter and section headings from the full IAP template as guidance for the appropriate level of detailed information to be submitted in the Update.  

2.
Economies should describe significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Wherever possible all entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address etc) where further information can be obtained.

3. 
The IAP Update should provide information necessary to bring the most recent full IAP up to date.  

4. 
If there is no significant change to the information provided in the most recent IAP, “As in [year] IAP” should be entered.

5.  Economies will submit IAP chapters on transparency and RTAs/FTAs for the first time in 2005.  These chapters will remain the base document for the Update until the economy submits its next full IAP.  As a transitional measure, economies will also submit a report in 2005 on Area-specific Transparency Implementation using an agreed format. 

6. 
Economies may use the Additional Information section to describe any material not captured in the template.






