ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services

	Chapter 3 (k:4): Transport Services:  Road

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	 



	 
All sectors are subject to the measures outlined in the “General Approach to Trade in Services” section.  

 

The following Acts and associated regulations apply to all services sectors and establish parameters for general business practice in New Zealand.

 

Companies Act 1993

Employment Relations Act 2000

Parental Leave and Employment Protection Act 1987

Minimum Wage Act 1983

Wage Protection Act 1983

Holidays Act 2003

Equal Pay Act 1972

Human Rights Act 1993

Health and Safety in Employment Act 1992

Commerce Act 1986

Consumer Guarantees Act 1993

Fair Trading Act 1986

Resource Management Act 1991 and amendments

Local Government Act 2002

 

The New Zealand Transport Strategy, published in December 2002, includes economic concerns and sustainability as part of its stated goals for land transport.  It also considers the development of public/ private partnerships in the development of transport infrastructure.  Work on implementation of this Strategy remains ongoing.
In addition to rail (see Chapter 3:K3), there are four areas of road transport service activities that are covered by the transport licensing regime. These are:

Passenger services operations (bus and taxi);
Freight Transport operations;
Vehicle rental operations;
Vehicle recovery service operations.
All vehicles being operated under a Transport Service License are required to have a 6-monthly periodic safety inspection.

In addition, the Land transport Management Act 2003 sets out the procedures on how passenger transport subsidies and funding is tendered and made available to service providers. Tendering is carried out by Regional local government, on a competitive, non-discriminatory basis. 

 

For further information on transport services licensing, please contact:  John Doesburg, National Manager, Commercial Road Transport, Land Transport New Zealand, PO Box 2840, Wellington, New Zealand. Telephone +64 4 931 8873. Website: www.landtransport.govt.nz
 

For further information on passenger transport subsidies, please contact: Simon Whiteley, General Manager Policy and Planning, Land Transport New Zealand, PO Box 2840, Wellington, New Zealand. Telephone +64 4 931 8718,


	 

A review of the transport licensing regime has recently been undertaken.   As a result, improvements are being made to better target licensing requirements with regard to risk, as well as simplifying the process and reducing compliance costs, where safety considerations permit.

 

The principle of a qualitative rather than quantitative approach to licensing will continue to apply.

 

Legislative changes have been made by Parliament and are progressively being implemented.  Land Transport Rules are currently being developed to deal with who need to be licensed and to control work-time and rest.  These Rules are set to come into law in July 2007 at which time the provisions of the Transport Services Licensing Act will be repealed.



	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	
	As above.  All holders of Transport Service Licenses and persons in control of land transport companies must continue to meet a 'fit and proper person' test.

There are no quantitative restrictions on road transport operations.
 

For further information, please contact: John Doesburg, National Manager, Commercial Road Transport, Land Transport New Zealand, PO Box 2840, Wellington, New Zealand.  Telephone +64 4 931 8873.  Website: www.landtransport.govt.nz

	

	Foreign Entry


	
	Screening of foreign investment in New Zealand is restricted to a few critical areas that are defined as sensitive within the Overseas Investment Act 2005.  Investments in sensitive New Zealand assets are subject to the provisions of both the Overseas Investment Act 2005 and the Overseas Investment Regulations 2005.
There are no specific restrictions on foreign entry into road transport operator operations.

 

For further information, please contact: Leo S Mortimer, Ministry of Transport, PO Box 3175, Wellington, New Zealand.  Telephone:  +64-4-439 9930, facsimile: +64-4-439 9002.  E-mail: l.mortimer@transport.govt.nz 
 
	

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	
	With the exception of measures indicated in the horizontal section of New Zealand's GATS schedule (which may be more favorable in practice), there are no provisions which discriminate between domestic and foreign suppliers.

 

There are no provisions which discriminate among foreign suppliers.

 

For further information, please contact: Leo S Mortimer, Ministry of Transport, PO Box 3175, Wellington, New Zealand.  Telephone:  +64-4-439 9330, facsimile: +64-4-439 9002.  E-mail: l.mortimer@transport.govt.nz

	


