	Individual Action Plan Update for Canada for 2006

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Canada is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) Note 1
	Improvements made since 2005 IAP Note 2
	Further Improvements Planned Note 2

	Tariffs
	In 2005, Canada has eliminated a number of  MFN (most-favoured nation) tariffs on a wide range of fibres and yarns and apparel fabrics. More information on this measure can be found at: http://canadagazette.gc.ca/partII/2005/20051214-s1/pdf/g2-13925-s1.pdf

	Canada is currently considering implementation of other measures to reduce or eliminate tariffs on certain fibres, yarns and apparel fabrics. Further information on these initiatives can be found at: 

http://www.fin.gc.ca/news05/data/05-071_1e.html


	Non-Tariff Measures
	As in 2005 IAP.
	

	Services


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In its revised GATS offer, Canada proposes improved market access commitments in the following areas:

· accounting, engineering and legal services;

· financial services;

· courier services;

· tourism and related services;

· transport services;

· the temporary movement of business people;

· commercial presence; and

· exemptions to the “most-favoured nation” principle. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In GATS (General Agreement on Trade in Services) negotiations, Canada has given special attention to the requests for market access made by developing countries.  For example, it has created a Web portal to provide information to developing-country suppliers on Canada’s services market and regulatory framework: http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/tna-nac/TS/contact-point-en.asp

	

	Investment


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The review thresholds of the Investment Canada Act are adjusted for inflation every year.  In 2004, the threshold was CDN$237, in 2005 it was CDN$250 million, and in 2006 it is CDN$265 million.

Canada and Peru have concluded their FIPA (Foreign Investment Protection and Promotion Agreement) negotiations and are working toward implementation.  

Canada has also conducted several rounds of free trade agreement negotiations with Korea.

Canada continues its FIPA negotiations with India and China.  

Canada continues to participate in investment negotiations with the Central American countries El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua under the Canada-CA4 FTA negotiations.


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The thresholds of the Investment Canada Act will be adjusted annually.

Canada is continuing to engage in discussions with priority countries with regard to possible bilateral investment agreements (FIPAs), including in the APEC region.   

Canada and its NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement) partners continue to work to clarify aspects of the NAFTA chapter on investment based on their experience with its operation.



	Standards and Conformance


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1For FY (Fiscal Year) 2005/2006, there were a total of 169 standards approved as National Standards of Canada.  Of this total, 108, or 63.9%, were adopted or based on ISO/IEC standards. 

The SCC (Standards Council of Canada) holds P-Status on 403 technical committees and subcommittees (TC/SC) and O-Status on 97 committees.

Approximately 3000 Canadians participate on these international committees.

In order to maximize the impact of Canadian input in international standards development, the SCC took steps toward the realization of its objective to increase the proportion of ISO/IEC national committees that are harmonized with Standards Development Organization committees, including the updating of the procedural documents concerning harmonization. 

As of the end of FY 2005/2006, 172 Canadian advisory committees and subcommittees had been harmonized with international standards development committees.  This represents a decrease of 6.9% from the previous year, when the number of harmonized committees was 221.

The SCC became Chair of the Pacific Accreditation Co-operation in July 2005.

The SCC is in the process of adopting ISO/IEC 17011- “Conformity Assessment- General requirements for accreditation bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies.”

The SCC is participating in, and providing the convenorship for, CASCO WG 27 that will convert ISO/IEC Guide 7 into ISO/IEC 17007- “Conformity Assessment-Guidelines for drafting specifications suitable for use for conformity assessment.”

There was a 15% increase in subscribers for Export Alert! In FY 2005-2006.

The SCC renewed its Export Alert! hosting arrangements with several countries for the ongoing delivery of the Export Alert! service in the territories of these economies.  The SCC will, on behalf of these countries, disseminate WTO TBT and SPS notifications to the countries’ domestic stakeholders.

The SCC provided workshops to countries to aid their successful implementation of the transparency obligations, including to effectively operate the Enquiry Points and Notification Authorities required under the WTO TBT & SPS Agreements.
In its role as Canada’s Enquiry Point, the SCC also responds to technical enquires received from other WTO members including APEC economies, concerning the measures adopted or proposed in Canada.

The SCC fielded 4040 enquires from stakeholders through the Information and Research Service in FY 2005/2006, 11.8 % of which were from foreign clients.

The SCC hosts Standards Alert!, an online service, which allows subscribers to be among the first to learn about changes to Canadian and international standards.  There were 180 new subscribers to Standards Alert! in FY 2005/2006, an increase of 37%.

The SCC continues to implement the Canadian Standards Strategy 2005-2008.

http://www.scc.ca/en/nss/css-scn/index.shtml
The SCC hosted the Canadian Leadership Forum in November, 2005.  The forum provided increased outreach and dialogue opportunities between the Canadian Standards Strategy and its leaders of technical and advisory committees.

The SCC hosted the 2006 ISO General Assembly in Ottawa.

Outreach activities continue to be held to promote greater awareness and understanding of the standardization and TBT Agreement among regulators and policy makers. 

Canada is providing input to the WTO TBT Committee on recommendations for Good Regulatory Practice, as part of the WTO TBT’s 4th Triennial Review.


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Where appropriate, Canada will continue to encourage further alignment of its national standards with international standards.

Within next year, the SCC plans to launch a new accreditation program based on ISO 22000- “Requirement for any organization in the food chain”- which will support the delivery of accredited 3rd party certification of Food Safety Management Systems.

Within next year, the SCC plans to launch a new accreditation program which will support certification to ISO 27001-“Information Security Management- Specification with Guidance for Use,” for organizations interested in securing the selection of adequate and proportionate security controls that protect information assets and give confidence to interested parties by accredited certification bodies.

Canada will continue to actively participate in international standardization activities.

Canada will continue to pursue MRAs (Mutual Recognition Arrangements) with Asia-Pacific economies in plurilateral arrangements where appropriate.

Where appropriate, Canada will continue to pursue MRAs with Asia-Pacific economies in multilateral and bilateral contexts.

Canada will continue to undertake activities to improve its technical infrastructure, and those of APEC economies.

Canada will continue to undertake technical assistance activities.

Canada will continue to be an active participant in these regional bodies:

APLAC (Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation) and its MLA Advisory Committee and Technical Committee.

Contact: Joanne Dupont (jdupont@scc.ca)

Pacific Accreditation Cooperation where Canada is the Chair and participant on six committees/working groups.

Contact: Elva Nilsen (enilsen@scc.ca)

Canada is the chair of the Technical Committee of the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation.

Pacific Area Standards Congress.

Contact: Michel Bourassa (mbourassa@scc.ca)

Canada’s National Research Council is an Associate Member of the Asia Pacific Metrology Program.

Canada will continue to undertake Export Alert! hosting agreements.

An updated version of Export Alert! is expected to be released in late Fall 2006, to address improvements identified in the 2004 customer satisfaction survey.

Canada will lead the update of the trilingual North American Free Trade Agreement Inquiry Points brochure.
The Canadian Standards Database Project will provide database-driven search capabilities for Canadian standards.  The project is scheduled to be completed in July of 2007.

The SCC will continue to participate in international fora.

The SCC will host the third National Standards System Conference in June, 2008.



	Customs Procedures


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A workshop on the implementation of the World Customs Organization (WCO) Data Model was held at the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Secretariat in Singapore, 7-11March 2005.

The Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) co-sponsored the workshop with APEC, and co-organized it with Australian and Japanese Customs.  The project was developed to progress the work originated within the APEC SCCP Harmonized Data Elements Collective Action Plan and Common Data Elements Working Group (CDEWG), namely, to develop APEC economies’ ability to implement harmonized and simplified data sets in accordance with international standards.  As well, the project was seen as a means to assist in meeting a key objective of the Secure Trade in the APEC Region (STAR) initiative.  Within the STAR’s "Protect Cargo" section, all economies have agreed to implement the harmonized data elements by 2005.  CBSA will continue to progress the work of the CDEWG.

CBSA is consulting with Member Economies to move on to the next phase of the project. 


	CBSA is continuing its commitments to expand the use of the WCO Data Sets and Messages in its commercial processes.  Phase II of the Advance Commercial Information (ACI) program was implemented on December 12, 2005 requiring all air carriers and freight forwarders, where applicable, to electronically transmit air cargo data to the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) 4 hours prior to loading cargo at a foreign port or, if the flight is less than 4 hours, at the time of departure from a foreign port. This requirement allows the CBSA to effectively identify threats to Canada’s health, safety, and security prior to the arrival of cargo and conveyances in Canada.



	Intellectual Property Rights


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Ensuring the expeditious granting of IP Rights
The Canadian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO) has increased its operational capacity by hiring more examiners.  This enables CIPO to better deal with the increased volume of applications CIPO has witnessed.  Furthermore, the Copyright and Industrial Branch within CIPO recently revised its practices after consulting with stakeholders with a view to increase productivity.

As part of Canadian Government’s objective of making information and services available on-line, CIPO continues to offer a growing number services and products via the Internet.

Effective Enforcement of IP Rights
Canada is engaged, both domestically and internationally, in many efforts to ensure that IPRs can be enforced effectively and that issues relating to counterfeiting and piracy are addressed, particularly where it can be shown that the consequences of such activity threaten public health and safety or have a link to organized crime and terrorist activity.  Current domestic efforts on IPRs enforcement include the work of a federal inter-departmental working group chaired by Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada.  Internationally, in addition to APEC, Canada is involved in discussions in the G8, the OECD, WIPO, WCO, Interpol and the Canada-US-Mexico Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP).  The latter involves a trilateral taskforce to discuss a coordinated approach to stop trade in counterfeit and fake goods.

Public Education and Awareness of IP, enhanced IP user skills
CIPO has created several products to increase awareness.  For example, the online IP Toolkit targets intermediaries and individual entrepreneurs with some knowledge of IP.  What’s in the Name Brochure is a pamphlet geared towards sensitizing entrepreneurs about trade-marks and trade-names.  Furthermore, CIPO is currently developing a national strategy with its partners to identify opportunities and gaps in raising awareness of the benefits and importance of IP to SMEs and the educational sector.

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), in partnership with the Canadian Anti-Counterfeiting Network (CACN), is involved in a public awareness campaign launched in May 2006 to educate consumers, retailers and the public in general, about the dangers and economic costs associated with counterfeit products as well as its connection to organized crime.

Cooperation on IP Issues
Canada provided ongoing technical cooperation through advice and training for officials from IPOs, participation in symposia, seminars and conferences on IP rights.  In May 2005, CIPO, in partnership with WIPO, organized a one-week Executive Workshop on the Application of Management Techniques in the Delivery of Intellectual Property Services aimed at senior officials from IP offices of the Asia-Pacific and the Latin American and Caribbean countries.

In September 2004, Canada joined the APEC Digital Economy Pathfinder at SOM 3.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1On May 14, 2005, Canada’s domestic legislation and regulations implementing the August 30, 2003 WTO Decision on access to medicines came into force.  Canada’s Access to Medicine Regime (CAMR) allows the Commissioner of Patents to issue compulsory licences to Canadian pharmaceutical manufacturers who wish to export a low-cost version of a patented pharmaceutical product to countries with insufficient or no pharmaceutical manufacturing capacity.  On July 31, 2006, Canada launched a Web site (www.camr.gc.ca) and CD-ROM on CAMR, the purpose of which is to increase the visibility of the regime and address the information needs of eligible importing countries, generic drug manufacturers and non-governmental organizations.  

Changes to Canada’s Drug Patent Regime

On October 18, 2006 Canada published regulations amending the Patented Medicines (Notice of Compliance) Regulations and the data protection provisions in the Food and Drug Regulations in Part II of the Canada Gazette.  The amendments to the Food and Drug Regulations provide new and innovative drugs with an internationally competitive guaranteed minimum period of market exclusivity of eight years, up from the current five years.  The amendments also introduce a six-month extension for innovative drugs which are the subject of pediatric clinical trials in order to increase the knowledge of the use of these drugs for children.  The amendments to the Patented Medicines (Notice of Compliance) Regulations address the generic industry’s concerns over “evergreening” of patents through the introduction of the so-called “frozen register” mechanism and through the tightening of the listing requirements for adding patents to the patent register.   The regulatory changes are designed to restore a competitive balance between the development of new, innovative drugs and the timely market entry of their generic equivalents.  The amendments to the regulations encourage  innovative drug companies to invest in research and development by providing an internationally competitive period of market exclusivity for their products as well as encouraging investment by  generic drug companies by allowing them to better predict when they can enter the market with a competing version of an innovative drug.  Additional information on the recent regulatory amendments which make the Canadian intellectual property rules for pharmaceuticals and bio-pharmaceuticals more predictable, stable and internationally competitive is available at:  www.canadagazette.gc.ca.


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Canada is committed to meeting the Canadian Government’s objective to have all of its services available online, and fully integrated into business processes.  CIPO is continuing to work towards this goal by gradually offering increased e-services to its clients.

Canada will continue its efforts to address the problem of counterfeiting and piracy, and to be involved in multilateral discussions on this issue.

An inter-departmental working group will continue its work to examine options aimed at enhancing Canada’s approach to the enforcement of intellectual property rights.

CIPO will continue to make more effective use of electronic communication means while at the same time making a strategic use of direct person-to-person contacts across the country; fostering a culture of innovation through partnerships to deliver seminars and workshops on IP combined with an enhanced use of the internet.

Canada will continue to provide technical cooperation, advice and training for IP officials, participation in symposia, seminars and conferences on intellectual property.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A mandatory review was incorporated into the legislation and should be completed by May 2007. The review will provide an opportunity to identify ways in which the regime might better meet its humanitarian objectives, without derogating from Canada’s international trade obligations or undermining the intellectual property rights necessary for continued domestic innovation.



	Competition Policy


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Review of Competition Policies and/or Laws:
In May 2005,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1the Competition Bureau published its revised “Information Bulletin on Private Access to the Competition Tribunal” in order to provide greater transparency and predictability for businesses in Canada. 

The Bulletin provides:

· better guidance on when the Commissioner may choose to make written representations to the Tribunal regarding a private party’s application for leave to bring a matter forward;

· clarification on when  the Commissioner may choose to intervene in a private access proceeding or a consent agreement between private access litigants; and

· an example of when the Commissioner may decide to file an application to the Tribunal directly instead of intervening in a existing private access proceeding

In November 2005, the Competition Bureau published a draft Technical Bulletin on "Regulated" Conduct for comment on the role of the regulated conduct defence (RCD) in relation to competition law. The Bureau also issued its "Information Bulletin on Section 11 of the Competition Act". This information bulletin provides general information on the practice of the Commissioner with respect to the use of section 11 of the Act. Section 11 orders allow the Commissioner to obtain information from persons who have or are likely to have information that is relevant to a matter under inquiry.
In September 2006, the Bureau posted on its website the written submissions received as part of the consultation process to update its "Bulletin on Corporate Compliance" which started in June of 2006.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Measures to Deal with Horizontal Restraints
The Competition Bureau is currently reviewing section 45 of the Competition Act for possible reform. Since the completion of the most recent consultation process, the Bureau has undertaken a systematic analysis of different models in the relation to an existing provision.  Consultations and discussions with stakeholders will continue while the analysis is ongoing.
Measures to Deal with Abuse of Dominant Position
On September 23, 2004, the Bureau made significant changes in its approach to the enforcement of the Competition Act in relation to the airline industry.  The Bureau sent an open letter to all major Canadian airlines and outlined the changes.  In light of these developments and the information obtained from different industry stakeholders, the major points of this policy will be to enforce the predatory pricing and abuse of dominance provisions of the Act.
Measures to Deal with Mergers Acquisitions
On September 22, 2006, the Competition Bureau published its Information Bulletin on Merger Remedies in Canada. The Bulletin provides guidance to businesses and legal counsel on the objectives and general principles applied by the Bureau when it seeks, designs and implements remedies to resolve competition concerns arising from proposed transactions.
In August 2005, the Report of the Advisory Panel on Efficiencies was submitted to the Commissioner of Competition and is available on the Bureau’s website at:
http://www.competitionbureau.gc.ca
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Co-operation Arrangements with other Member Economies
On May 4, 2006, the Competition Bureau signed a Cooperation Arrangement with the Korean Fair Trade Commission to improve competition law enforcement in areas such as cartel investigations and deceptive marketing practices.

In February 2005, the Competition Bureau partnered with law enforcement agencies and prosecutions services in Atlantic Canada and the United States to tackle the problem of cross-border fraud. The goal of this partnership is to effectively reduce, identify, investigate and prosecute deceptive marketing practices and fraudulent criminal activities.
An agreement was signed between the Government of Canada and the Government of Japan to improve competition law enforcement in areas such as international cartels and merger review.  The Agreement includes provisions for enforcement cooperation and coordination, notification of enforcement activities, consultation, positive comity and confidentiality safeguards. 

Activities with other APEC Economies and on other International Fora
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Canada continues to take a leadership position and is an active member of the International Competition Network (ICN). The Commissioner of Competition, Sheridan Scott, has been elected the new Chair of the ICN Steering group.

Canada continues to take leadership position and to be an active member of the International Consumer Protection and Enforcement Network (ICPEN). The Deputy Commissioner of the Fair Business Practices Branch of the Competition Bureau is serving on the Advisory Group. A Bureau representative is chairing the ICPEN Fraud Prevention Month Working Group and co-chairing the ICPEN Mass Marketing Fraud Working Group.
In November 2005 a trilateral meeting to discuss antitrust matters was held with the United States and Mexico.  A bilateral meeting was also held to discuss consumer matters with the United States. A bilateral meeting was held with Japan in March 2006.

Consultations
On August 20, 2005, the Competition Bureau announced that it had begun consultations on its draft "Information Bulletin on the Communication and Treatment of Information under the Competition Act". The revised bulletin was updated to reflect amendments to the Act since the original policy was introduced in 1995. On January 19, 2006, the Bureau posted on its website the written responses received as part of the consultation process. 

The Bulletin provides:

· Example of when information is communicated to Canadian law enforcement agencies;

· Examples of the Bureau’s interpretation of matters that fall within the administration or enforcement of the Act; and

· Clarification on how information is treated when it is communicated to or received from foreign authorities.

	In September 2006 the Competition Bureau launched a consultation process seeking public comment on its Draft Bulletin on the Abuse of Dominance in Telecommunications. 

The Bureau’s goal is to develop enforcement and educational tools through an open and transparent process. 

The Bureau developed the Bulletin in anticipation of greater reliance on the Competition Act, rather than sector-specific regulate on, with a view to being more transparent and predictable.   

This process is ongoing and the Bureau is still taking in input.


	Government Procurement


	As in 2005 IAP.


	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	Regulatory Reform

The November 30, 2004 Joint Statement by Canada and the United States on a New Partnership in North America outlined an agenda to increase security, prosperity, and quality of life.  It identified the objectives of expanding economic opportunities and increasing the competitiveness of North American businesses through partnerships, consensus standards, and "smarter" regulations that result in greater efficiency while enhancing the health and safety of citizens. 

On March 23, 2005 the Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP) was announced.  The SPP sets out an ambitious agenda for improved North American co-operation across a range of sectors between the United States, Mexico and Canada. In June 2005, lead ministers from the three countries released work plans inlcuding the development of a trilateral regulatory co-operation framework, to be finalized by 2007, to encourage regulatory co-operation and compatibility, and a reduction in redundant testing and certification, while maintaining high standards for health and safety.

A number of government-wide initiatives continue to  improve federal coordination of regulatory activities by focusing on themes that reflect government priorities and stakeholder interests.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In March 2005, the Government published its first Smart Regulation: Report on Actions and Plans and announced its implementation strategy for the Smart Regulation Initiative reported in the previous IAP by noting that the initiative will focus on three strategic areas: Strengthening Regulatory Management, Enhancing Regulatory Cooperation, Achieving Results in Key Sectors and Thematic Areas.  In October 2005, the Government published its second Smart Regulation: Report on Actions and Plans.  The second report noted results and the status of Implementation of Smart Regulations.
The cornerstone of the government's implementation strategy is to strengthen and expand the scope of the federal regulatory policy based on Smart Regulation principles.  This and related policies will be designed to strengthen the development, implementation, and evaluation of regulatory regimes, and create a "life-cycle" approach that will enable regulation to be continuously improved in all sectors.

In 2005, progress was also made on a number of important sectoral regulatory reform initiatives.  A 58% increase was noted in process efficiency concerning drug approvals; a public/private sector Advisory Committee on Paper Burden Reduction was created in March 2005 and met a number of times to consider concrete proposals for reduction; and a bill was introduced to allow First Nations to assume direct control over oil and gas resources on reserve lands.  Other key sectoral reform initiatives continued development in 2005, including those in the areas of  nuclear safety, biotechnology, environmental sector sustainabilty, and fish habitat protection.

Lastly, with regards to Amendments to Canada Business Corporations Regulations, 2001, regulations were brought into force in March 2005 to enable federal corporations governed by the US Securities and Exchange Commission to prepare and audit their financial statements using generally accepted US accounting principles.  This initiative will reduce overlapping requirements and eliminate the need for federally incorporated business (that are subject to American securities regulation) to prepare and audit two sets of financial statements.

	The following intitiatives are complete and currently being implemented:

· Cosmetic Ingredient Labelling:  Regulations will come into force on November 16 2006.  As a result of this initiative, consumers and health care practitioners will know all ingredients used in cosmetic products.  As well, adverse reaction will be treated more effectively.

· Environmental Assessment MOUs for East Coast Offshore Oil and Gas Development: MOUs have been signed, facilitating implementation of a streamlined process for the next large-scale offshore development project in Nova Scotia or Newfoundland and Labrador.  This initiative will eliminate duplication and delays and will result in a more competitive investment climate in offshore industries.



	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations 
(as per the legal texts of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations) 

A. Trade-related development assistance and Aid for Trade 

Since 2001, Canada has committed approximately $400 million to TRTA/CB activities, including $3 million to the Integrated Framework and $3.25 million to the WTO Global Trust Fund. All Canada's assistance projects and grants were provided on a voluntary basis, aiming at helping developing countries participate effectively in trade negotiations, implement their international obligations and mainstream trade into their national development and poverty reduction plans.

Canada led the Task Force on the Integrated Framework (Hong Kong Declaration, paragraphs 49-50) and participated on the Task Force on Aid For Trade (Hong Kong Declaration, paragraph 57).
B.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Other WTO Obligations

Since October 2005, Canada participated in the Trade Policy Review of:  Romania, Malaysia, Israel, Angola, Djibouti, the United States, China, United Arab Emirates, Uruguay, Iceland, Chinese Taipei, Togo, Nicaragua, Bangladesh, Congo, Kyrgyz Republic, Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda.


	Canada will continue to participate actively in the work of the WTO, including that specifically directed by Ministerial Decisions and Declarations, and encourage the resumption of the Doha negotiations, including the maintenance of the development agenda.

Canada intends to increase its contribution to the Integrated Framework.

Canada will continue to participate actively in the work of the Trade Policy Review Body, paying particular attention to reviews of developing countries.

	Dispute Mediation


	Canada’s Approach to Dispute Mediation in 2006
As in 2005 IAP.

Contact:Meg Kinnear
meg.kinnear@international.gc.ca 

1-613-943-2804

Overview of Disputes Involving Canada since the Last IAP
NAFTA Chapter 11

There is presently one ongoing dispute under this chapter:

· United Parcel Services of America Inc. v. Government of Canada.  A decision in this arbitration is expected in the coming months.
Since the last IAP,  Canada has received three requests for arbitration under NAFTA Chapter Eleven:  

· GL Farms LLC has submitted its Notice of Intent (NOI) to submit a claim to arbitration on 28 February 2006;  This Claimant has further submitted a Notice of Arbitration (NOA) on 1 June 2006;  The arbitrator selection process is currently underway;

· Merrill and Ring Forestry, L.P. has submitted its NoI on 25 Sebtember 2006;  Consultations between Canada and the Claimant should be conducted within 90 days of that date;

· V. G. Gallo has filed its NoI on 12 October 2006;  Consultations between Canada and the Claimant should be conducted within 90 days of that date;

Further developments in other cases in which Canada has already received a NOA:

· Crompton Corp. has advised Canada of its intent to select an arbitrator in the coming weeks.

NAFTA Chapter 19
Since the last IAP, there have been several panel decisions issued with respect to matters involving Canadian goods exported to the United States:

· October 2005 and March 2006:  Certain Softwood Lumber Products from Canada (Countervailing Duty Determination and Final Negative Critical Circumstances Determination);
Note:  Canada and the United States  have concluded a new Softwood Lumber Agreement (SLA) in October 2006 that terminates all Chapter 19 disputes involving softwood lumber;  The Parties are currently working on the implementation of the SLA.

NAFTA Chapter 20

There are no undergoing Chapter 20 dispute involving Canada at this time.  See http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/tna-nac/dispute-en.asp.

WTO

Since the last IAP, there has been significant movement on the bulk of challenges undertaken against the U.S. with respect to various matters under WTO dispute settlement:
Note:  Canada and the United States  have concluded a new Softwood Lumber Agreement (SLA) in October 2006 that terminates all WTO disputes involving softwood lumber;  The Parties are currently working on the implementation of the SLA;

· In United States – Continued Dumping and Subsidy Offset Act of 2000, the DSB authorized the suspension of concessions. Canada notified the DSB that it was suspending concessions as of 1 May 2005; The United States has “prospectively” repealed the Byrd Amendment as to duties collected on entries after September 30, 2007.
Since the last IAP, Canada has two ongoing disputes against the European Communities in:

· European Communities – Measures Affecting the Approval and Marketing of Biotech Products;  the Panel Report was issued in October 2006 and the Parties are considering whether to Appeal;

· European Communities – Measures Concerning Meat and Meat Products; the hearing before the Panel took place in October 2006 and the Panel Report is expected in January 2007;

When the decisions are made, they should be available at http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/tna-nac/dispute-en.asp
Since the last IAP, Canada has requested a Panel in the following case:

· China—Measures Affecting Imports of Auto Parts;  A Panel was established in October 2006;

Disputes Between Governments

Disputes between Governments are still governed by the Dispute Settlement Mechanisms established by Agreements that were in place since the last IAP, which include:

· The WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding;

· The North American Free Trade Agreement, Chapter 20;

· The Canada-Chile Free Trade Agreement, Chapter N;

· The Canada-Costa Rica Free Trade Agreement, Chapter XIII;

· The Canada-Israel Free Trade Agreement, Chapter 8;

· 21 Bilateral Foreign Investment Protection and Promotion Agreements;

Moreover, Canada continues its FIPA negotiations with India and China.  Canada and Peru have concluded their FIPA negotiations and are working toward implementation.  Moreover, Canada has also conducted several rounds of free trade agreement negotiations with Korea.

Disputes Between Governments and Private Entities

Disputes between Governments and Private entities are still governed by the Dispute Settlement Mechanisms established by Agreements that were in place since the last IAP, which include:

· The North American Free Trade Agreement, Chapter 11;

· The Canada-Chile Free Trade Agreement, Chapter G;

· 21 Bilateral Foreign Investment Protection and Promotion Agreements;

Just as above, Canada continues its FIPA negotiations with India and China.  Canada and Peru have concluded their FIPA negotiations and are working toward implementation.  Canada has also conducted several rounds of free trade agreement negotiations with Korea.

Contact: Meg Kinnear

meg.kinnear@international.gc.ca 

1-613-943-2804

Disputes Between Private Entities

As in 2005 IAP.

Transparency

As in 2005 IAP.

Recognition of Arbitration Agreements and Enforcement of Arbitration Awards

As in 2005 IAP.

Independent Review Procedures

As in 2005 IAP.


	

	Mobility of Business People


	Regulatory Visa Regimes

As in 2005 IAP. 

Short Term Business Entry

As in 2005 IAP. 

Business Temporary Entry

As in 2005 IAP. 

Technical Cooperation and Training

As in 2005 IAP. 


	Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) will continue to base its visa requirement policy decisions on an economy by economy assessment of the risk and benefit factors associated with the movement of citizens.

For information on visa requirements, please visit: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/visas.html 

“Need a Visitor Visa?” 

Canada will continue to support training through the overseas network of Migration Integrity Officers managed by the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA).

For more information, please visit: 
www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca.



	Information Gathering and Analysis


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Data and information on trade and investment can be obtained at the following government websites:

Statistics Canada - where the latest economic indicators and Canadian statistics on domestic issues and international trade can be found: www.statcan.ca 

Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada’s webpage on trade and economic analysis -  where the most recent trade, investment, and economic research and analysis is available: www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/eet 

Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada’s Asia-Pacific Site – which includes information on trade liberalization and trade in the Asia-Pacific region: http://geo.international.gc.ca/asia/main/
With Canada being a Federation, a number of key statistics are collected at the provincial level.  Links to all provincial statistical offices can be found at: http://www.statcan.ca/english/reference/othsit.htm 

Canada’s Department of Industry has a comprehensive information gateway providing detailed statistical information on a wide range of issues of concern to business: http://www.strategis.gc.ca 

The Bank of Canada, Canada’s central bank, also makes extensive statistics available on its website: http://www.bankofcanada.ca/en/rates.htm 

A wide range of private sector institutions, research institutes and non-governmental organizations also make trade and economic data available on-line at: http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/eet/other/links-en.asp 

Communications Canada, an agency of the Government of Canada, provides a comprehensive set of statistics on all aspects of the Canadian economy on this website: http://www.canadianeconomy.gc.ca/english/economy 

The Department of Finance also provides information on fiscal policy and the general state of the Canadian economy on its website: http://www.fin.gc.ca/access/ecfisce.html#Relate

	Information on recently completed projects by Canada’ various government agencies can be obtained on the websites listed below:

The following website provides a list of all recent and ongoing trade-related statistical work in Foreign Affairs Canada and International Trade Canada: http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/eet/menu-en.asp#research-en
A list of Statistics Canada’s most recent studies is available on these websites: http://www.statcan.ca/english/studies/ and

http://www.statcan.ca/english/dai-quo/
New studies by Industry Canada are listed on this website:

http://www.strategis.gc.ca/sc_ecnmy/engdoc/homepage.html?categories=e_eco
The following website has information on the Bank of 

Canada’s ongoing research program: http://www.bankofcanada.ca/en/publication/pub_res_pub.html 

The Department of Finance’s latest working papers are available at: http://www.fin.gc.ca/access/wpliste.html
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Notes

1. 
Economies are encouraged to use the sub-chapter and section headings from the full IAP template as guidance for the appropriate level of detailed information to be submitted in the Update.  

2.
Economies should describe significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Wherever possible all entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address etc) where further information can be obtained.

3. 
The IAP Update should provide information necessary to bring the most recent full IAP up to date.  

4. 
If there is no significant change to the information provided in the most recent IAP, “As in [year] IAP” should be entered.

5.  Economies will submit IAP chapters on transparency and RTAs/FTAs for the first time in 2005.  These chapters will remain the base document for the Update until the economy submits its next full IAP.  As a transitional measure, economies will also submit a report in 2005 on Area-specific Transparency Implementation using an agreed format. 

6. 
Economies may use the Additional Information section to describe any material not captured in the template.






