AUSTRALIA’S 2006 IAP REPORTING TEMPLATE ON FTAS AND RTAS

	Australia’s Approach to Bilateral and Regional Trade Agreements in 2006 

The Australian Government pursues a combined multilateral, regional and bilateral approach to trade policy. As part of this policy, Australia is open to concluding regional or bilateral agreements that deliver substantial gains to Australia and which cannot be achieved in a similar timeframe elsewhere. Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) that are comprehensive in scope and coverage can complement and provide momentum to our wider multilateral trade objectives. It is expected that any progress in regional trade liberalisation will be multilateralised in due course through WTO negotiations.  

The Australian Government supports APEC’s role in becoming increasingly active on FTAs and Regional Trading Arrangements (RTAs) that liberalise economies to pursue their development ambitions.  By developing high quality FTAs/RTAs that are WTO consistent, comprehensive, transparent and truly trade-liberalising, Australia recognises the necessity for such agreements in contributing to the Bogor Goals and accelerating the WTO process.  In addition, Australia seeks to promote high-quality FTAs to other APEC economies through targeted programs of technical assistance and capacity building.



	Part 1: Description of current agreements 



	Agreement #1

-  Australia-New Zealand Closer Economic Relations Trade Agreement (CER)


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=283&ArticleID=229 (Background)

	Date of notification to the WTO
	Goods - GATT/WTO notification - 14 April 1983 (entry into force 1 January 1983)

Services - GATS/WTO notification - 22 November 1995 (entry into force 1 January 1989)


	General provisions
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=316&ArticleID=348 (Key Gains)

http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=290&ArticleID=235 (Business Sectors)


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=292&ArticleID=237 (Dispute Resolution)

http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=286&ArticleID=232 (Tariffs and Classifications)


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	See Key Gains and Business Sectors 


	Product coverage
	See Business Sectors and Tariffs and Classifications 


	Rules of origin
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=287&ArticleID=233 (Rules of Origin)


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=291&ArticleID=236 (Investment)

http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=461&ArticleID=996 (Government Procurement)

	Services coverage
	See Key Gains and Business Sectors 


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=289&ArticleID=234 (Quarantaine)

http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=463&ArticleID=995 (Standards)


	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=464&ArticleID=993 (Business travel)



	Other
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=466&ArticleID=994 (Information Updates)


	Changes in 2006
	

	Expected changes in 2007
	Australia and New Zealand have agreed new Rules of Origin, based on a change in tariff classification model.  It is anticipated that the changes will come into effect on 1 January 2007.

Australia and New Zealand are exploring options for adding an investment component to CER.  It is hoped that negotiations will be concluded by early 2007.


	Agreement #2

-   Australia-United States Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA)


	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=246&ArticleID=193 (Background)



	Date of notification to the WTO
	23 December 2004 - (entry into force 1 January 2005)


	General provisions
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=313&ArticleID=345 (Key Gains)
http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=252 (Business Sectors)


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=457 (Rules)

http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=201 (Dispute Resolution)

http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=942 (Safeguards)


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=414 (Goods and Services)


	Product coverage
	See Key Gains, Business Sectors and Goods and Services 


	Rules of origin
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=250&ArticleID=197 (Rules of Origin)


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=415 (Investment)

http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=452 (Government Procurement)

	Services coverage
	See Goods and Services, Business Sectors 


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=251&ArticleID=198 (Quarantaine)

http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=417 (Standards and regulations)
http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=938 (Competition)

http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=909 (E-commerce)
http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=939 (Transparency)


	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=458&ArticleID=991 (Business Travel)

http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=902 (Intellectual Property)
http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=940 (Labour)

http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=941 (Environment)


	Other
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=416&ArticleID=992 (Information Updates)


	Changes in 2006
	

	Expected changes in 2007
	


	Agreement #3

-   Thailand - Australia Free Trade Agreement (TAFTA)

	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=259&ArticleID=205 (Background)



	Date of notification to the WTO
	5 January 2005 - (entry into force 1 January 2005)


	General provisions
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=265 (Business Sectors)

http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=310&ArticleID=343 (Key Gains)


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=213 (Dispute Resolution)

http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=262&ArticleID=208 (Tariffs and Classifications)

http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=958 (Safeguards)


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=431&ArticleID=966 (Goods)



	Product coverage
	See Key Gains, Business Sectors, Goods 


	Rules of origin
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=263&ArticleID=209 (Rules of Origin)


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	[http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=430&ArticleID=998 (Services and Investment)



	Services coverage
	See Business Sectors and Services and Investment 


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	[http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=264&ArticleID=210 (Quarantaine)

http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=433&ArticleID=982 (Standards and Regulations)
http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=987 (E-commerce)
http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=986 (Competition)

http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=969 (Transparency)


	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=467&ArticleID=981 (Business Travel)

http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=988 (Intellectual Property)


	Other
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=434&ArticleID=983 (Information Updates)


	Changes in 2006
	

	Expected changes in 2007
	


	Agreement #4

-   Singapore - Australia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA)

	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=271&ArticleID=217 (Background)

http://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/negotiations/safta/safta_background.html (Background)


	Date of notification to the WTO
	25 September 2003


	General provisions
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=277 (Business Sectors)

http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=315&ArticleID=347 (Key Gains)


	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=225 (Dispute Resolution)

http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=274&ArticleID=220 (Tariffs and Classifications)


	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	See Key Gains and Business Sectors



	Product coverage
	See Business Sectors, Tariffs and Classifications 


	Rules of origin
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=275&ArticleID=221 (Rules of Origin)


	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=278&ArticleID=224 (Investment)

http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=438 (Government Procurement)

	Services coverage
	See Business Sectors, Investment and Government Procurement 


	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=276&ArticleID=222 (Quarantine)

http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=442&ArticleID=979 (Standards and Regulations)
http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=990 (Competition)

http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=989 (E-commerce)


	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=455&ArticleID=978 (Business Travel)

http://www.fta.gov.au/Default.aspx?ArticleID=999 (Intellectual Property)

	Other
	http://www.fta.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderID=443&ArticleID=980 (Information Updates)


	Changes in 2006
	

	Expected changes in [2007
	


	Part 2: Agreement under negotiation 

[Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation.  This can include links to relevant websites.]


	Agreement #1

Australia–ASEAN - New Zealand FTA Negotiations

	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	http://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/fta/asean/aust-trade.html (Australian Trade with ASEAN)

http://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/fta/asean/asean.pdf (Background)

http://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/fta/asean/principles.html (Guiding Principles 


	Status of negotiations
	http://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/fta/asean/index.html (See Updates)


	Agreement #2

Australia–China Free Trade Agreement Negotiations 



	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	http://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/china/fta/ (See Factsheets and Feasibility Study)

	Status of negotiations
	http://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/china/fta/facts/launch_negotiations.html 

http://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/china/fta/ (See Updates)


	Agreement #3

Australia–Malaysia FTA Negotiations

	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	http://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/malaysia/fta/index.html 

http://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/malaysia/fta/factsheets/overview.html 

http://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/malaysia/fta/scoping_study.pdf (Scoping Study)


	Status of negotiations
	http://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/malaysia/fta/index.html (See Updates)


	Agreement #4

Australia–UAE FTA Negotiations

	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	http://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/uae/fta/index.html (Background)

	Status of negotiations
	http://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/uae/fta/index.html (See Updates)



	Part 3: Future Plans 

Please refer to the online guide to Australia’s FTAs at www.fta.gov.au for future developments.




