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	Objective

APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. endeavour to actively participate in international standardisation activities;

c. promote good regulatory practice for the preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations in the APEC region;

d. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

e. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

f. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

c.
consider to pursue trade facilitation in information and technology products;

d.
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through:  (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

e.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;
f.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;
g.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means; 
h.       implement and maintain a standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards; and

i
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and  

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) 
              in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas:

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION
APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2005; and
d.
continue to promote active participation in international standardisation activities.

Good Regulatory Practice

APEC economies will:

Continue to update the consolidation of materials in the Good Regulatory Practice Database as well as to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practice in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars with a particular focus on performance-based regulations and sector-specific good practices.  

RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to consider mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;
c.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment by among others, looking into the possibility to adopt an information technology management system;  
d.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2005  in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

e.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2005.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program; and

b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2005;  

TRANSPARENCY
APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; 

b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment; 
c.
promote the transparency of regulatory systems and standards by maintaining appropriate and accessible information date basis, including Directory of Food Trade Contacts in the Directory of Food Trade Contacts; and

d.     implement and maintain standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.
OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.  
The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.


	Australia’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2006

Australia will continue to promote the removal of technical and regulatory barriers to trade, particularly in the areas of standards and conformance.  Australia will continue to:

· encourage the maintenance and development of a robust domestic technical infrastructure that reflects best practice, is transparent and is sensitive to the needs of industry;

· support its technical infrastructure bodies to maintain Australian representation in international technical fora and committees;

· take a leading role in the APEC Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance and support the development of trade enhancing initiatives within that forum;

· actively participate in other international fora including the WTO SPS and TBT Committees, Codex Alimentarius Commission, OIE and IPPC;

· support, and be actively involved in, the work of APEC's Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs);

· support, and be actively involved in, other multilateral regional standards and conformance activities such as the ACCSQ-CER and CER-Mercusor Dialogues; and

· pursue bilateral initiatives such as free trade agreements and mutual recognition agreements (MRAs) on conformity assessment.

Key policies for addressing standards and conformance related barriers to trade include:

· promoting harmonisation of standards;

· negotiating foreign government acceptance of Australian test reports and certificates;

· promoting the adoption of good regulatory practice leading to a reduction in regulatory barriers to trade; and

· incorporating international standards as appropriate into Australia’s sanitary and phytosanitary arrangements.




	Chapter 5 : Australia’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2006

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP *
	Current Approaches to Standards and Conformance
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	
	Australia's technical standards are substantially aligned with relevant international standards.  Of the standards published in the last year, where an equivalent international or de-facto international standard exists, more than 80 per cent are internationally aligned.  Some 43 per cent of all Australian Standards are now internationally aligned.
Standards Australia, Australia's peak standards-writing body, complies with Annex 3 of the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade.  

National Measurement Institute

The National Measurement Institute, Australia, (NMIA, www.measurement.gov.au), is actively involved in the formulation and revision of international pattern approval requirements through its membership of OIML. NMIA has helped develop criteria within the OIML for international acceptance of measuring container bottles (to assist the wine industry in validating volume of product) and utility meters (to underpin electricity, gas and water metering regimes).

Animal and Plant Health, Food Safety

Australia’s standard setting bodies in the fields of animal and plant health, food safety and other aspects of human health have adopted international standards as appropriate.  Notably, Australia has incorporated into its procedures international principles and approaches for assessing the safety of food derived from biotechnology as well as for the conduct of risk analyses of food-related hazards.
Australia is continuing to apply the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM) as plant quarantine policy and operations are developed and implemented.  To date, 24 ISPMs have been adopted.  Where relevant World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) standards exist (within the OIE International Terrestrial  and Aquatic Animal Health Codes), Australia bases its animal quarantine requirements on these to the extent possible.  In cases where relevant international standards were not adopted because they were not considered to meet Australia's appropriate level of SPS protection, the Australian standard is based on risk assessment. Australia has been a leader in the development of draft regional standards in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Regional technical consultations provide experts from Asia and Pacific countries with the opportunity to discuss draft ISPM standards. 
Vehicle Standards

Australia is committed to harmonising vehicle technical regulations with international standards wherever possible.  Over 60 per cent of vehicle standards are aligned with the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE) 1958 Agreement on technical standards for automotives and parts regulations.

For further information on vehicle standards please contact:

Allan Jonas

Team Leader, Automotive Trade Policy

Department of Transport and Regional Services

CANBERRA, ACT 2601 AUSTRALIA.

Tel: (+61) 2 6274 7440

Fax: (+61) 2 6274 7714

Email: allan.jonas@dotars.gov.au.


	Australia will continue to review its stock of standards with a view to achieving a greater level of alignment by 2010/2020.

By the end 2006 the Australian Standards for equipment for use in hazardous areas will be aligned with those of the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC).
Food Safety

Food Standards Australia New Zealand is continuing to develop primary production and processing standards for Australia that will be outcome-based, focus on food safety and apply throughout the supply chain.  The new standards will be consistent with the principles and approaches of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, as well as its specific standards such as in the areas of seafood and dairy. 

Australia will continue to support and participate in Asia and Pacific Plant Protection Commission (APPPC) activities.

Vehicle Standards

Australia will complete alignment of vehicle standards with UN-ECE regulations wherever possible by the end of 2006.



	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	
	Australia has achieved alignment of its standards with relevant international standards in the first set of agreed priority areas, food labelling, industrial robots, and selected rubber and electrical goods.

Standards Australia has substantially completed its alignment of its general design requirements standard with the ISO general design requirements standard as a first stage of loading and material design standards.

Food Standards

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) is assisting governments and business in the implementation of and compliance with new food standards.  For more information about Australian Food Standards, see http://www.foodstandards.gov.au.

The Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code, which came into force in December 2002, has fewer and more generic regulations that help to reduce barriers to competition and allow innovation in the food industry. 
To overcome inconsistencies between State and Territory food legislation and ensure national uniformity, the States and Territories of Australia have implemented Food Acts based upon the agreed National Model Food Act. 

	

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Australia has sought to better target its active participation in international standardisation activities over the last year.

Accreditation

The CEO of the Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand (JAS-ANZ) became a Director of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) Board, a member of IAF Executive Committee, Chair of the IAF MLA Group and Chair of the IAF Chairman’s Advisory Group on Promotions.  JAS-ANZ was represented on the IAF Technical Committee.

	Australia participates actively in international standardisation activities.  In particular, Australia now holds the secretariat for ISO TC 89 SCs 1 and 2 relating to timber standards.  

Standards Australia is convenor and/or secretariat for 70 ISO and IEC technical committees, subcommittees and working groups.  

Standards Australia currently, for ISO and IEC, holds 377 ‘P’ memberships, 226 ‘O’ memberships and 561 ‘WG’ memberships

Standards Australia is a longstanding member of the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and a member of the IEC's Standards Management Board and Conformity Assessment Board.  Mr Don Gray, former Chairman of Standards Australia, is Chairman of the Conformity Assessment Board and Vice President of IEC 

Measurement

Technical experts from the National Measurement Institute, Australia, (NMIA) participate in ISO and IEC Committees on behalf of Standards Australia, and NMIA currently provides the Chair for IEC TC42 (High Voltage). 

Codex, OIE and IPPC

Australia continues to have a high level of involvement in Codex, the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) and the International Plant Protection Commission (IPPC).

Australia currently participates in all Codex committees. 
Australia has high-level management roles in the Codex Alimentarius as:

· Host and Chair of CCFICS (Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems); and

· Advisor to the Regional representative for the South West Pacific Region on Codex Committee.

Australia is an active participant in 

· the International Plant Protection Commission (IPPC) and the Interim Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (ICPM), which is a mechanism for approving international standards and phytosanitary measures;
· the Standards Committee; 

· regional plant protection organisations, the Pacific Plant Protection Organisation and the Asia and Pacific Plant Protection Commission; and 

· the OIE, the World Organisation on Animal Health, including as: 

· President of the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania; and

· President of the OIE Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission (which develops international health standards for trade in aquatic animals and animal products).

Vehicle standards

Australia actively participates in the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP29) and supports the pursuit of internationally harmonised vehicle standards within APEC through the APEC TPT-WG Group.  See:  www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.htm or http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp29/wp29regs.html.

Australia participates in the International Harmonised Research Activities (IHRA) developing test procedures for advanced offset frontal protection, vehicle compatibility, pedestrian safety and biomechanics research related to road vehicles.  Australia chairs an IHRA Working Group on side impact. 

For more details on IHRA please contact:

Craig Newland

Department of Transport and Regional Services

GPO Box 594

CANBERRA  ACT  2601  AUSTRALIA

Tel: (+61) 2 6274 7923

Fax: (+61) 2 6274 7714

Email: craig.newland@dotars.gov.au

	Standards Australia will seek to take on additional secretariats of international standardisation committees as the opportunities present themselves.  

Australia will continue its active involvement in Codex, OIE and IPPC, noting that the importance of the three organisations has increased in recent years due to WTO SPS Agreement recognition of these bodies as the world reference organisations.



	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.
	Australia participates in each of the following:

· the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products (APEC Food MRA);

· the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment (APEC Tel MRA); and

· the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (APEC Electrical MRA). Australia has been accepted for participation in Parts I, II and III.
Australia used the APEC model Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Automotive Products in the development of a bilateral Mutual Recognition Agreement with Thailand.

Australia participates in the following APEC plurilateral information exchange arrangements:

· the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety; and

· the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls.

	

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Oenological Practices

Australia ratified the Agreement on Mutual Acceptance of Oenological Practices (MAA) on 17 February 2005 and the MAA came into force for Australia on 1 March 2005..


	Australia participates in bilateral multi-sector mutual recognition agreements with the European Union and with Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Singapore.  Australia is in the process of negotiating similar agreements with other key trading partners, including those in the APEC region.

Therapeutic Products

The New Zealand and Australian Governments have agreed to establish a trans-Tasman agency to replace the Therapeutic Goods Administration and Medsafe.  The new agency will regulate blood, medical devices and prescription, over the counter and complementary medicines.  The administrative arrangements for the agency will include the Office of Gene Technology Regulator and the Office of Chemical Safety, although these regulators will only operate in Australia.  A project team of Australian and New Zealand officials is developing the final details of the regulatory framework and legislation to regulate therapeutic products in both countries, and the transitional arrangements.

Australia has an MOU with the US FDA to exchange information on current Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) inspections of human pharmaceutical manufacturing facilities.
Food Standards

Australia and New Zealand participate in an agreement whereby Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) develops food standards and other food regulatory measure for both countries, in cooperation between the Australia Government, State and Territory governments and the New Zealand Government.  In addition Australian and State and Territory governments, and the New Zealand Government develop policy guidelines to provide endorsed principles for the development of food standards.
Oenological Practices

The obligations imposed under the MAA are that wines produced by another Party (currently New Zealand, United States, Canada, Chile and Argentina), in accordance with that Party’s laws, regulations and requirements governing oenological (winemaking) practices, are to be permitted for importation into Australia provided that they meet Australian health and safety requirements.  Similarly, any wine Australia exports to these Parties that has been made in accordance with laws, regulations and requirements governing oenological practices for our domestic market must be accepted, subject to the health and safety requirements of the importing party.  
Automotive Products

A Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment between Australia and Thailand on test reports for automotive products for use in certification procedures was established 22 April 1999.  This arrangement is based on the APEC model on Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Automotive Products.

For further information, please contact:

Allan Jonas

Team Leader, Automotive Trade Policy

Department of Transport and Regional Services

CANBERRA, ACT 2601 AUSTRALIA 

Tel: (+61) 2 6274 7440

Fax: (+61) 2 6274 7714

Email: allan.jonas@dotars.gov.au

	Therapeutic Products

The name of the trans-Tasman agency has been announced as Australia New Zealand Therapeutic Products Authority (ANZTPA). 

The commencement date for the ANZTPA has been deferred to allow adequate consultation with key stakeholders on the proposed regulatory arrangements.  


	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	Australia’s National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA) was one of the four inaugural signatories to the extended APLAC MRA for inspection, signed in November 2003.  As of  November 2005, there are 10 signatories for inspection.  In November 2005, NATA’s APLAC MRA partners were extended to include Mexico and the Philippines.  There are now in totoal 23 signatories to the APLAC MRA.


	Australia is a participant in the following arrangements:

· the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) Mutual Recognition Arrangement

· the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) multilateral mutual recognition arrangement pertaining to quality and environment management systems;and the Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand (JAS-ANZ) is actively involved at all levels within PAC.

· the Arrangement by the International Committee on Weights and Measures (CIPM) for “Mutual recognition of national measurement standards and calibration and measurement certificates issued by national metrology institutes”. (the CIPM MRA), established in October 1999.  The National Measurement Institute, Australia (NMIA), demonstrates its technical capabilities as a party to the CIPM MRA by: its active participation in the CIPM key comparison programs (in which only the peak NMIs around the world are eligible to participate); and by satisfactorily undergoing a rigorous process of international review of its Calibration and Meaasurement Capabilities (CMCs).  The results of key comparisons and CMCs that have been approved after international review are published in the BIPM Key Comparison Database (KCDB). 
Australia has bilateral mutual acceptance agreements of type approval test reports with equivalent bodies in New Zealand as well as the United Kingdom and the Netherlands. 

Through NMIA, Australia is also actively involved in the work of the International Organisation of Legal Metrology (OIML) in drafting and implementing a global OIML Mutual Acceptance Arrangement (MAA) for pattern approval of measuring instruments.

	Australia will continue to be an active participant in the development and implementation of regional and international mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector.


	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	Measurement

The National Measurement Institute, Australia (NMIA), is Australia’s single peak metrology body and represents Australia at the highest level in international metrology. It provides a coherent and unified interface within Australia for government, industry and other elements of the technical infrastructure.
	Measurement

NMIA conducts active programs of research and development in leading-edge metrology to improve and maintain Australia’s peak measurement standards at levels comparable with its major trading partners and appropriate to meet the nation’s technological and economic needs.

Over 200 of NMIA’s calibration and measurement capabilities (CMCs) have undergone international peer review and been published in the BIPM Key Comparison Database (KCDB). Publication in the KCDB provides the technical support for international recognition of Australia’s measurement capabilities through the CIPM Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA). Such recognition is also underpinned by effective participation in international measurement comparison programs, and NMIA participates in at least 30 regional and international measurement comparisons every year.

NMIA has continued to produce new reference materials and reference methods for measurements in a variety of fields, particularly illicit drug measurement and profiling, sporting drug abuse detection, aluminium production and food analysis.  

In terms of service delivery, all the major calibration and testing services of the physical metrology functions within NMIA are accredited to ISO/IEC 17025.  All the regular analytical and other services of the chemical and biological areas of NMIA are certified to ISO 9001:2000 and accredited to various internationally recognised standards that include ISO/IEC 17025, ISO Guide 34, OECD Principles of Good Laboratory Practice, ILAC Guide 13 and IOC/WADA World Anti-Doping Code.


	Measurement

NMIA has developed a unified strategic plan (2005-2008) to address Australia’s on-going and future measurement requirements. 

NMIA is developing Australia’s metrological capabilities in the new expert areas of nanometrology, chemical and biological metrology in line with international developments in these areas and in support of Australian industry.  

	Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development
	Not applicable.
	Not applicable.
	Not applicable.

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	Standards and conformity assessment

The Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand (JAS-ANZ), in association with PDP Australia Pty Ltd, is currently undertaking a program for the ASEAN – Australia Development Cooperation Program (AADCP) for strengthening ASEAN Standards and Conformity Assessment Systems.
NATA has provided recent assistance to some economies in the APEC region in the areas of inspection body accredition, accreditation of medical (clinical) laboratories, conduct of proficiency testing programs.  NATA continues to give support to PNGLAS, the accreditation arm of NISIT, Papua New Guinea through its MOU with NISIT.

E-Certification

Australia has completed its electronic certification development. 

Measurement

In late 2005, the National Measurement Institute, Australia (NMIA), began an AusAID-funded project on the “Development of Food Reference Materials Networks” in the Asia Pacific region.

NMIA has been actively involved in developing chemical metrology capabilities in Thailand in a project jointly funded by PTB (Germany) and AusAID in 2004 and 2005 and continuing with PTB funding. 

NMIA is also mentoring the Vietnamese NMI in a PTB-funded regional project in mass metrology.  

In 2005, NMIA delivered an APEC-funded training course on fuel dispensers on behalf of the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF).

Quarantine Fumigation

AFAS is now operating in Indonesia and Malaysia.  The “phase-in” of AFAS has commenced for Thailand and India, with full implementation expected in mid-2006 for both economies.
	Australia fully understands the need for developing economies to strengthen their technical infrastructure to better equip them to participate in the global market, to the benefit of all economies. 

The APEC Support Program run by AusAID is designed to support small scale high impact requests from Australian Government agencies aimed at supporting developing economy participation in APEC is being managed under AusAID’s Public Sector Linkages Program(PSLP).  Australia has one aid program and one technical cooperation program targeted at providing assistance to developing economies.

Australia provides technical assistance, through its key technical infrastructure bodies, for the development of member economies' technical infrastructure, including measurement standards and calibration, laboratory accreditation, training in the verification of trade instruments, accreditation of quality systems certification bodies and standards development.

E-Certification

E-cert will provide an affordable and flexible automated data exchange option to transmit export certificates required for import clearance.  The system is adaptable to existing infrastructure and economies may participate with minimal investment dependent on existing import clearance activities.

Australia, in partnership with New Zealand, continues to drive the ratification of international standards with electronic certification being considered at the United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Commerce (UNCEFACT) to set a standard for the data elements and message structure.  Codex adopted Principles for Electronic Certification in 2005. A new IPPC Electronic Certification Working Group (ECWG) is formulating policy recommendations regarding electronic certification.

Australia continues to participate in APEC paperless trade administration agenda and to seek trial partners within the APEC forum.

Measurement

NMIA has played a lead role in the development of a strategic plan for developing Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP) economies and is currently working on its implementation through appropriate activities, including chemical metrology as detailed below.

NMIA and its German counterpart, the Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt (PTB), signed an MOU in February 2003 to cooperate in technical assistance programs for Asia Pacific economies.  Through this, NMIA has been working on several collaborative projects aimed at developing the metrological capabilities of APMP economies. Currently NMIA and PTB are working on activities to assist the establishment of chemical metrology in developing APMP economies. 

NMIA is coordinating training courses for Asia Pacific economies in the area of legal metrology through the APLMF.

Quarantine Fumigation

Australia has developed the Australian Fumigation Accreditation Scheme (AFAS) to build offshore capacity in knowledge, skills and administrative arrangements for training and accrediting methyl bromide fumigation providers.  This will help to ensure quarantine fumigations meet world’s best practice and facilitate international trade.

Food Standards

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) has continued to provide technical assistance through training programs to APEC priority economies on aspects of food regulation.  
FSANZ will continue to provide capacity building programs to support the APEC 2007 initiative. It is anticipated that a further three programs will be delivered in 2005 – 2006 and 2006-2007.
Therapeutic Products

The Therapeutic Goods Administration has developed an international training calendar, providing the opportunity for overseas regulators to attend programs designed to increase their knowledge of best practice in therapeutic products regulation.  

	Australia is willing to consider the provision of further assistance, within its funding limits, to support high priority projects that are consistent with the APEC Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program.  

E-Certification

Australia will tailor its system in response to trial findings in an effort to progress to paperless trading and share lessons learned with interested economies.
Measurement

NMIA is actively involved in the development of a strategic plan in metrology for all APMP member economies, using the strategic plan for developing economies as a starting point.

Quarantine Fumigation

Training and assessment activities for AFAS in China and the Philippines is scheduled to commence in mid-2006. 

Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Cambodia, Papua New Guinea and Hong Kong are keen to progress AFAS and AQIS is currently seeking funding for the delivery of the training and assessment components of the Scheme in these countries. Singapore and Fiji have also sought information on AFAS.

The United States, Canada and New Zealand are currently considering options for collaborating with AQIS on assisting with funding or progressing the implementation of AFAS in their neighbouring regions.

Food Standards

Australia is leading an APEC Food Safety Cooperation initiative for APEC 2007 designed to coordinate food safety activities across APEC. The initiative was endorsed at SOMII in May 2005.

Australia and China co-chaired the APEC Food Safety Cooperation Initiative Workshop held on 21 February in Hanoi Viet Nam. The workshop considered a Stocktake of relevant food safety activities within the APEC region and a draft Needs Analysis, which were recognized as valuable outcomes that provided meaningful direction for future action.  However more time is required to finalise the Stocktake and to further consider the main themes arising from the draft Needs Analysis and to refer back to technical regulatory experts in each Member Economy regarding practical implementation.  SCSC agreed to this recommendation, and for these issues to be to be further considered at a workshop in September 2006.


	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies
 activities


	Australia’s National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA) has recently signed a Deed of Agreement with APLAC to provide the APLAC secretariat until at least the end of 2008.


	Australia is an active member of:

· the Asia-Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP)

· the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC);

· the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)

· the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC); and

· the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC). 

NMI, Australia, (NMIA) is a member of the APMP Executive Committee, provides the Chairs of two of the eight APMP Technical Committees, and the Deputy Chair of the APMP Developing Economies’ Committee (DEC). NMIA is also coordinating eight APMP comparison programs;

Australia, through the National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA), provides the APLAC secretariat. NATA’s 

NATA’s Chief Executive is the current Chair of APLAC and a member of the APLAC Board of Management.

NMIA is a member of the APLMF Executive Committee and provides the Chairs of two APLMF Working Groups;

The Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand (JAS-ANZ) is represented in PAC and provides Financial Accounting services to PAC.

Australia is an active participant in the PASC Standing Committee.


	Australia will continue to participate actively for the foreseeable future in each of the five Specialist Regional Bodies. 

NMIA will be hosting the 30th APMP General Assembly and associated meetings in Sydney in late 2007, and it will be hosting the 15th annual meetings of the APLMF in late 2008.



	Continuously strive to 

increase transparency of 

their standards and 

conformance requirements, 

including implementation of 

APEC Leaders’ 

Transparency Standards on 

Standards and 

Conformance(  
	Australia has continued to maintain up-to-date information and websites.

Australia notified 8 proposals to the WTO under the TBT Agreement in 2005, covering areas such as formulated beverages, vehicle standards, nutrition, health and related claims, country of origin labelling, and fish naming standardization. 

	Australia is committed to an open and transparent market.  All of Australia’s laws and regulations are available on the internet (http://scaleplus.law.gov.au/) and each of Australia’s standards and conformance bodies maintain separate internet sites.

The Federal Register of Legislative Instruments is a comprehensive, easily accessible database that contains all Commonwealth legislative instruments, including in relation to mandatory standards and conformance measures.  The Register is available at www.comlaw.gov.au.  Further operational details on individual measures are available in each case from the relevant agency website.

Australia continues to comply full with its obligations under the WTO TBT Agreement on publication and notification.

The WTO TBT enquiry point is located within the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade continues to promptly respond to enquiries in this area.

Australia continues to ensure that all standards and conformance measures are developed and administered consistently with the WTO TBT Agreement.  

In both the Thailand-Australia FTA and the Australia US FTA, Australia affirmed its rights and obligations with respect to the other Party under the WTO TBT Agreement. 

Australia has a website to disseminate standards and conformance information: http://www.industry.gov.au/.

Contact details for the National Measurement Institute (NMI), Australia, are as follows:

Dr Barry Inglis

Chief Executive & Chief Metrologist

National Measurement Institute

PO Box 264, Lindfield NSW 2070 Australia.

Tel: +61 2 8467 3650

Fax: +61 2 8467 3655

E-mail: barry.inglis@measurement.gov.au

Each of Australia’s key infrastructure bodies has its own website, as follows:

http://www.abcb.gov.au/;

http://www.standards.org.au/;

http://www.measurement.gov.au/;

http://www.nata.asn.au/;

http://www.jas-anz.com.au/;

http://www.affa.gov.au/; 

http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/. 

http://www.tga.gov.au/;

http://www.ogtr.gov.au/; and

http://www.nicnas.gov.au/.


	Australia will continue to update its information.

The fourth Triennial Review of the WTO TBT Agreement is underway. Members are currently discussing a draft of the factual elements of the review, as well as any recommendations. The first complete draft of the review will be circulated in mid-2006, with final discussions and adoption of the final text occurring in late-2006.  



	Participate in relevant international fora


	Within the limits of its resources, Australia has been an active participant in relevant international fora.

Australia currently chairs the OECD Working Group on Good Laboratory Practice 


	Australia is an active participant and member of:

· the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) Agreement;

· the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); 

· the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant une Organisation Internationale de Metrologie Legale);

· the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC);

· the International Accreditation Forum (IAF);

· the International Organization for Standardization (ISO);

· the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC);

· the Codex Alimentarius Commission and its subsidiary bodies;

· OECD Working Group on Good Laboratory Practice (GLP)

· the Global Harmonization Task Force working towards harmonisation in medical device regulation, as one of the five founding members;

· the Pharmaceutical Inspection Cooperation Scheme;

· IPPC;

· SPS Committee;

· OIE;

· United Nations Economic Commission for Europe;

· World Forum for Harmonisation of Vehicle Regulations in the United Nations (WP 29) (see: www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.htm);

· World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)

· Institute of Research and Innovation for Building and Construction; and

· Inter-Jurisdictional Regulatory Collaboration Committee.

As well as participation in the technical work, Australia continues to be active in the governance of both IEC and ISO.  In the IEC, Australia is a member of the Governing and Conformity Assessment Boards as well as the Standards Management Board.

Australia, through it National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA), provides the ILAC secretariat.

NATA’s Chief Executive is a member of the ILAC Executive, representing APLAC.

The CEO of the Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand (JAS-ANZ) is a Board Director of IAF, Executive Committee member, Chair of the Promotions Committee, and Chair of the IAF MLA Group.  JAS-ANZ is a Technical Committee member.

Within the structure of the Treaty of the Metre, Australia’s Chief Metrologist and the Chief Executive of NMIA is a Vice-President of the International Committee on Weights and Measures (CIPM).  He is also President of one of the ten CIPM Consultative Committees.  Australia is represented on nine of the ten CIPM Consultative Committees.  

NMIA provides the Australian representation to OIML and is a member of around 50 OIML Technical Committees. It also has commented and/or voted on more than 35 OIML publications. NMIA’s head of legal metrology is a member, by personal appointment, of the OIML Presidential Council. 

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) is highly supportive of international fora which improve the capacity of other economies in the region to implement food standards.  It welcomes the participation of its senior staff, who contribute their expertise to the fora.


	For the foreseeable future, Australia will continue to be an active participant in relevant international fora.

NMIA is hosting the four-yearly 13th International OIML Conference in Sydney in 2008, together with the 41st meeting of the International Committee of Legal Metrology (CIML), and related OIML meetings.

	Other activities


	No other activities to report.
	No other current activities.
	No other activities currently planned.


	Improvements in Australia’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position In Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	Australia had acceded to the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade and its peak standards writing body, Standards Australia International, had declared adherence to Annex 3 of that Agreement.

Of the 6000 Australian standards, approximately 25 per cent of standards were aligned with relevant international standards.  Of the remainder, a significant portion did not have an equivalent international standard.  Australia had already aligned its standards in the priority areas of rubber gloves and condoms.

Australia adhered to the WTO SPS Agreement and the Commonwealth Government’s standard setting bodies in the fields of food safety, animal and plant health based their standards on relevant international standards developed by the Codex Alimentarius Commission, OIE and IPPC.  In certain cases where the international standards were considered not to meet Australia’s appropriate level of SPS protection, the Australian standard developed was based on risk assessment.


	Approximately 43 per cent of the 6500 Australian Standards are now aligned with international standards.  Of those Australian Standards which are new or revised (many of which may have been previously aligned) issued in the past year, about 80 per cent were aligned with relevant international standards.

Further improvement to Australia's quarantine import risk assessment process was made in response to a review of Australia’s plant and animal quarantine policies and procedures.  To date, ten international standards for phytosanitary measures have been adopted.

A revised Import Risk Analysis Handbook was released in August 2003.(2003 IAP).

Since 1996, Australia has been developing a common pool of vehicle standards and single vehicle type approval process with New Zealand.  This has now been superceded, with Australia and New Zealand now committed to harmonising vehicle technical regulations with international standards wherever possible.  Over 60 per cent of vehicle standards are aligned with United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE) 1958 Agreement on technical standards for automotives and parts regulations.



	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Australia was an active participant in international standardisation activities and a founding member of the International Organisation for Standardisation formed in 1947.  In 1996, Standards Australia International held the position of Vice-President (Policy), chaired the General Assembly Policy Boards, had membership of the Technical Management Board and was convenor and/or secretariat for 44 technical committees, sub-committees and working groups.

The National Measurement Institute, Australia, (NMIA) has an on-going role in providing technical experts to ISO and IEC Committees on behalf of Standards Australia.

Australia is a long-standing member of CODEX and chairs the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems. 

Standards Australia International held secretariats for nine international standardisation committees.

Australia participated as an observer in UN/ECE WP 29.
	Australia is an active participant in OIE, the World Organization for Animal Health, including in its International Animal Health Code Commission.

Australia has the Presidency of the OIE Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania, and an Australian is now President of the OIE Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission.

Australia participates in the on-going development of IPPC and the Interim Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (ICPM).

Australia is currently a member of the IPPC Standards Committee, and of the Pacific Plant Protection Organization and the Asia and Pacific Plant Protection Commission. 

Standards Australia currently holds 85Technical Committee and Sub-Committee Secretariats or convenorships, 373 ‘P’ memberships, 260‘O’ memberships and 599‘WG’ memberships.  .

In February 2000, the IEC Committee of Action met in Australia, the first time an individual Committee of Action has been held outside Geneva.

In 2001, the 24th ISO General Assembly was held in Sydney.

Australia has progressively expanded its involvement in Codex committees to include high-level management roles in the following:

· host and chair of CCFICS (Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems);

· chair and coordinator of CCNASWP (Codex Regional Co-ordinating Committee for North America and the South West Pacific) 1997–2004; 

· regional representative for the South West Pacific Region on the Executive Committee (1997–2005); And

· Advisor to the Regional representative fort he South West Pacific region (2005 to date).

Australia’s participation in codex has increased due to the increased discussion of non-safety trade related issues relating to the development of commodity standards.

Australia continues to pursue rigorously reforms within the context of Codex policy and procedures.

Australia continues to participate in WP 29 activities related to the development of vehicle standards and has acceded to the 1958 Agreement administered by WP 29.

Australia chairs the International Harmonised Research Activities Working Group on side impacts.

The National Measurement Institute, Australia, is actively involved in the formulation and revision of international pattern approval requirements through its membership of OIML. NMIA has helped develop criteria within the OIML for international acceptance of measuring container bottles (to assist the wine industry in validating volume of product) and utility meters (to underpin electricity, gas and water metering regimes).



	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Prior to 1996 there were no plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements on conformity assessment
	Australia is a participant in each of the following APEC mutual recognition agreements:

· APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products (APEC Food MRA);

· APEC Telecommunications Mutual Recognition Arrangement (APEC Tel MRA); and

· APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Electrical and Electronic Equipment (APEC Electrical MRA).

Australia participates in the following APEC Arrangements:

· APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety; and

· APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls.



	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Australia was actively involved in the development of MRAs within APEC, including for food products, vehicle standards and telecommunications terminal equipment.


	In 1998, Australia concluded a MRA with the European Community, including an Annex on recognition and acceptance of test results and conformity or production procedures.

A MRA on Conformity Assessment between Australia and Thailand, on test reports for automotive products for use in certification procedures, was established on 22 April 1999.

In 2000, Australia concluded a MRA with Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein.  In 2001, Australia concluded a MRA with Singapore.

Since October 2000, Australia has had an MOU in place with the US FDA to exchange information on current Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) inspections of human pharmaceutical manufacturing facilities. 

In 2004 Australia signed a MOU with Canada aimed at information sharing and facilitating collaborative activities related to therapeutic products for human use (2004 IAP).

In April 2004 Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) signed an MOU with Health Canada to facilitate the exchange of information on matters of mutual interest (2004 IAP)

Australia and New Zealand participate in an agreement whereby the Food Standards Australia New Zealand (formerly ANZFA), in cooperation with the Australian Commonwealth, State and Territory Governments and the New Zealand Government, develops food standards and other food regulatory measures for Australia and New Zealand.  This is based on policy inputs from the Australia New Zealand Food Regulation Ministerial Council.


	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	Australia’s National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA) had a number of bilateral mutual recognition agreements with equivalent bodies throughout the APEC region.  These bilateral agreements were the basis of the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) Mutual Recognition Arrangement which was implemented in 1997.

Australia’s National Measurement Laboratory (now part of NMIA) had a number of bilateral mutual recognition agreements with equivalent bodies in the APEC region as well as other international counterpart bodies. (These agreements were replaced by the CIPM MRA when it was established in October 1999.) 

NATA and other key technical infrastructure bodies (NML, NSC and JAS-ANZ) led the development of MRAs. 

In 1996, the NML Director and then Chairman of APMP (currently the Chief Executive of NMIA) proposed the establishment of an APMP MRA. This initiative was taken up by the Director of the BIPM and helped drive the establishment in October 1999 of the CIPM MRA.

Standards Australia participated in the development of joint standards with Standards New Zealand.
	NATA's bilateral agreements were the basis of the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) Mutual Recognition Arrangement which was implemented in 1997.  NATA was an inaugural signatory of this MRA. 

NATA now has  48 MRA partners including the signatories to the APLAC MRA (now 20 signatories), signatories to the European Accreditation (EA) MRA, and a bilateral MRA with SANAS of South Africa.  NATA also has a bilateral MRA on Inspection with IANZ (New Zealand). This bilateral has been superseded by the APLAC MRA for inspection for which there are now 5 signatories, including NATA

Australia is a participant in the following arrangements:

· the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) Mutual Recognition Arrangement;

· the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) multilateral mutual recognition arrangement pertaining to quality and environment management systems; and

· the Global CIPM MRA on measurement standards. The Director of the National Measurement Laboratory (now the Chief Executive of NMIA) played an active role in the development of the CIPM MRA and was one of 38 Directors of NMIs and two international organisations that signed on to the MRA on its establishment in October 1999. There are now 67 signatory institutes to the CIPM MRA.

Australia’s National Standards Commission (now part of the NMIA) has bilateral mutual acceptance agreements of type approval test reports with equivalent bodies in New Zealand as well as the United Kingdom and the Netherlands (signed in 2001). 

Australia (through NMI, Australia) is also actively involved in the work of the International Organisation of Legal Metrology (OIML) in drafting a global OIML Mutual Acceptance Arrangement (MAA) for pattern approval of measuring instruments.
In December 2003 JAS-ANZ extended its mutual recognition arrangements to include the United States and Japan. 

	Improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure

Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development

	Australia had already developed a technical infrastructure to suit its trading needs.

Australia was a lead economy in the development of the APEC Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program.
	Australia completed a review and revision of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program in 2001.

Australia funded audits and assessments of plant disease herbaria and arthropod pest collections in the Philippines, Brunei Darussalam, Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia and other APEC region countries to improve technical infrastructure required to support quarantine-related market opening/ maintenance capacity.



	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	Australia has a long history of providing technical or other assistance to develop other member economies’ technical infrastructures.  This included establishment of laboratory accreditation programs, hosting of secondment training, and bi- and multi-lateral projects with National Metrology Institutes from developing APEC economies.  These programs were funded by Australia's APEC Support Program funds and AusAID programs. 

The APEC Market Integration Program, administered by the Australian Department of Industry, Tourism and Resources, was designed to facilitate trade in the APEC region by providing financial support to projects aimed at building APEC member economies' technical infrastructure capacity.

Australia provided support for the Secretariats of the five Specialist Regional Bodies and their work programs.  The National Measurement Laboratory provided the Office of the Chairman and Secretariat of APMP from the end of 1994. In this role NML, with the assistance of the Filipino NMI, initiated and organised the 1st APEC Conference on Standards and Conformance, held in Manila in October 1996. The Conference aimed to bring together the various elements of standards and conformance to raise awareness of their activities in support of trade and commerce and the linkages and inter-dependence between them. (This Conference has become a regular output of the APEC Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance, which is to hold the 6th Conference in late 2006.)  

Australia assisted regional and sub-regional initiatives wherever possible to build quarantine infrastructure capacity, capacity in risk analysis and to improve awareness in developing economies of international standards and on sanitary and phytosanitary issues in general, consistent with its obligations under the WTO Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary (SPS) Agreement. 

Australia conducted workshops on Pest Risk Analysis and on Animal Health Risk Analysis focusing on the application of international standards and risk analysis training under the ATCEG Work Program.
	Australia  continues to provide funding and support for a number of technical infrastructure development projects.  Activities included attachment training, train the trainer exercises, seminars and workshops.  For example:

· Risk Assessment in Conformity Assessment of Food – 1999;

· Workshop on the Food/Drug Interface – 2000; and

· APLMF “Train the trainer” program on Fuel Dispensers in 2005 (undertaken by NMIA) 

The National Standards Commission (now part of NMIA) has MOUs on legal metrology with Japan and China to develop cooperation programs focussed on reducing technical barriers to trade and mutual development of technical capabilities. 

Australia’s National Measurement Laboratory (now part of NMIA), supported by APEC Support Program funds, completed its term as Chair and Secretariat of APMP in November 1999. Again, through Australia’s APEC Support Program funds and as part of its responsibilities as the APMP Secretariat, NML undertook the coordination of a number of APMP comparison programs, including provision of training to staff from developing economies to assist their participation. NML also took up Chairmanship of the APMP MRA Advisory Committee, to facilitate participation by APMP member NMIs in the CIPM MRA. It continued to carry out technical assistance programs, funded through APEC Support Program funds, AusAID, and the World Bank, for the NMIs of Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia and Vietnam. As NMIA, it is currently carrying out technical assistance programs, with support from PTB, Germany, APMP, and AusAID funds, to assist Thailand, Vietnam, the Philippines and Indonesia. These programs are also extending to other APMP economies. 

Specific programs include, for example:

· PTB/NMIA/VMI Collaboration in Mass Metrology 2004/2006
· AusAID Project “Development of Food Reference Materials Networks” in the Asia Pacific region 2005/2006.

· PTB/NMIA/NIMT Collaboration development of chemical metrology in Thailand

The APEC Market Integration Program, administered by the Australian Department of Industry, Tourism and Resources, was designed to facilitate trade in the APEC region by providing financial support to projects aimed at building APEC member economies' technical infrastructure capacity. Over the period 1994-2002 a total of 113 projects were completed to the value of just under AUD$13 million.

Australia continued to provide assistance to developing economies, particularly in the APEC region, to build quarantine infrastructure capacity, capacity in risk analysis, and improved awareness of international standards on sanitary and phytosanitary issues in general, within its resource limits.  Currently Australia is providing quality assurance for animal health laboratories in Indonesia and Thailand, and assistance in animal health-related activities in Papua New Guinea, East Timor and Indonesian Papua and Flores.

The Therapeutic Goods Administration has developed international training programs, providing the opportunity for overseas regulators to increase their knowledge of best practice in therapeutic products regulation. To date training has included participants from Indonesia, China (including Hong Kong and Macau), the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Bangladesh, Ghana, Bhutan, Malaysia, Korea, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Mongolia, Fiji, PNG, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vietnam.



	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	Standards Australia International was a founding member of the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) in 1972 and was instrumental in establishing the PASC Standing Committee in 1994 to respond to APEC SCSC related matters.  Standards Australia International had provided the Secretariat for the PASC Standing Committee since its inception.

Australia was a founding member and inaugural chair of the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF).  Australia, through the National Standards Commission, had provided secretariat support for the APLMF since its inception in 1994.

Australia was a founding member and inaugural chair of the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC).  Australia, through the JAS-ANZ, has provided secretariat services to PAC since its inception in 1994 to December 2001.

NATA had participated in APLAC since its inception.  NATA’s previous Chief Executive was the inaugural chair of APLAC and the current Chief Executive is a member of the APLAC Board of Management.  NATA had provided the secretariat support to APLAC since its inception and NATA staff had participated actively in all APLAC General Assemblies and APLAC committee activities.

Australia, through the National Measurement Laboratory (NML), CSIRO, participated in APMP since its inception as a regional program.  NML chaired the Program from 1980-1983 and again from 1994-1999 (the latter funded by the Australian Government's APEC Support Program).  
	Australia was a founding member and inaugural chair of the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC).  Australia, through the JAS-ANZ, has provided secretariat services to PAC since its inception.

JAS-ANZ CEO is a member of the PAC Executive Committee, Chair of the Promotions Committee, and Treasurer.  JAS-ANZ was Chair of the PAC Technical until 2004 and is now a member of the PAC Technical Committee and the MLA Management Committee.  

Australia has continued its active membership of:

· the Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (NMIA is a member of the APMP Executive Committee, provides Chairs of two of the eight APMP Technical Committees, and Deputy Chair of the APMP Developing Economies’ Committee. NMIA is also coordinating eight APMP comparison programs);

· the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation;

· the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (NMIA is a member of the APLMF Executive Committee and provides the Chairs of two APLMF Working Groups;

· the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation; and

· the Pacific Area Standards Congress.

Australia is an active participant in the PASC Standing Committee.



	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements, including implementation of APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance(  


	Australian Standards have always been transparent and available.  In 1991, Australian Standards were made available on CD ROM.  Australian Standards remain available in regularly updated CD ROM form, and (together with ISO and IEC standards) in downloadable full text from http://www.standards.
com.au/ or http://www.isostandards.com.au/.

Since 1991, Standards Australia International has been the only National Standards organization to offer all ISO and IEC Standards for electronic sale and download from its own website.


	Since 1996, NATA has developed its website (http://www.nata.asn.au/) providing details on laboratory accreditation and lists all NATA’s accredited testing facilities.

The Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand (JAS-ANZ), peak body for certification of management systems, products and personnel, provides on its website all accreditation procedures and policies for use by all interested parties, as a free of charge service, http://.www.jas-anz.com.au.  JAS-ANZ provides a Register of all accredited certification bodies and a Register of all organisations that hold accredited certification.

Australia's technical infrastructure bodies and regulatory control agencies established internet sites relating to their areas of responsibility.

The Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS) established an internet website (providing information on food inspection, quarantine and importation issues www.affa.gov.au/importguidelines/). 

All proposed regulatory requirements for road vehicles are notified to the WTO in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade.



	Participate in relevant international fora


	Australia was an active participant in:

· the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); 

· the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale);

· the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC);

· the International Accreditation Forum (IAF); and

· the International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO), the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and the Codex Alimentarius Commission.

Australia joined the IEC in 1925 and was one of the 24 founding members of ISO in 1947.

Australia became a Signatory to the Treaty of the Metre in 1947.  

NML (now NMIA) participated actively in most of the CIPM's Consultative Committees (CCs), except the CC for Ionising Radiations, where another Australian organisation (ARPANSA) is the delegate and the CC for Units.

The Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand (JAS-ANZ) was a founding member of IAF and has been an active member since 1991.


	As well as participation in the technical work, Australia continues to be active in the governance of both IEC and ISO. In the IEC, Australia is a member of the Governing and Certification Boards as well as the Committee of Action.  Standards Australia International’s Chief Executive is currently the ISO Vice President (Technical Policy).  Standards Australia International is an elected member of the Technical Management Board and holds the chair of the key building Technical Advisory Group.

NATA continues to participate actively in ILAC.  NATA’s previous Chief Executive was the Chair of ILAC until December 1998 and the current Chief Executive represents APLAC on the ILAC Executive.  NATA continues to provide the ILAC Secretariat.

Within the structure of the Treaty of the Metre, the Chief Executive of the National Measurement Institute, Australia and Australia’s Chief Metrologist is a Vice-President of the International Committee on Weights and Measures (CIPM). He is also President of one of the ten CIPM Consultative Committees. Australia is represented on nine of the ten CIPM Consultative Committees.

The Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand (JAS-ANZ) continues to be actively involved in all Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) matters and provides a full accounting service for PAC.  The JAS-ANZ CEO is Treasurer, Chair of the Promotions Committee and a member of the Executive Committee and Technical Committee.

JAS-ANZ continues to be an active member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF).  JAS-ANZ CEO is a director on the IAF Board, Executive Committee member, and Chair of the Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MLA) Group and the Promotions Committee.

NMIA provides the Australian representation to OIML and is a member of around 50 OIML Technical Committees. It also has commented and/or voted on more than 35 OIML publications. NMIA’s head of legal metrology is a member, by personal appointment, of the OIML Presidential Council. 

Australia also participates in:

· IPPC;

· SPS Committee;

· OIE;

· the Global Harmonization Task Force working towards harmonisation in medical device regulation, as one of the five founding members;

· the Pharmaceutical Inspection Cooperation Scheme;

· the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA);

· United Nations Economic Commission for Europe World Forum for Harmonisation of Vehicle Regulations (WP 29);

· Institute of Research and Innovation for Building and Construction; and

· Inter-Jurisdictional Regulatory Collaboration Committee.



	Other Activities


	No other activities to report.
	No other activities to report.




Appendix   – APEC Leaders Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance
Introduction

On 27 October 2002, in Los Cabos, Mexico, APEC Leaders adopted the Statement to Implement APEC Transparency Standards (“Leaders’ Statement”), and directed that these standards be implemented as soon as possible, and in no case later than January 2005.  

In paragraph 8 of the Leaders’ Statement, APEC Leaders instructed that “APEC sub-fora that have not developed specific transparency provisions should do so,” and further instructed that such new transparency provisions should be presented to Leaders upon completion for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  Accordingly, the Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) developed the following set of transparency standards for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  

These principles flow from the General Principles on Transparency agreed to by APEC Leaders at Los Cabos and the obligations of the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.

Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance:

1.  In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, and the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures, each Economy will:  (a)  promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media, for example via the Internet, information on its laws, regulations, policies, administrative rulings, certification, qualification and registration requirements, technical regulations, standards, guidelines, procedures and practices relating to standards and conformance; and, (b) have or designate an official journal or journals and publish in them information on technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures and related conformity assessment procedures on a regular basis and make copies of them readily available to the public.

2.  As far as practicable, each Economy will maintain one centrally located website for the information referred to above.

3.  In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement and the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, each Economy will publish in advance any standards or conformance requirement that it proposes to adopt and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures and take those comments into account before a final measure is adopted.  Each Economy that is a WTO member will notify proposals to the WTO as required by the TBT and SPS Agreements.

4.  In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measure.

5.  Recognizing that standards and conformance measures can have an adverse impact on trade and development, each Economy will ensure that such measures are developed and administered in a transparent manner, and in compliance with WTO TBT/SPS obligations, as well as the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations so as to prevent the creation of unnecessary or arbitrary barriers to trade.

6.  Each Economy will promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.

7.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.

� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements. Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)














� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia-Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  Economies should continue to use 1996 as the base year for previously raised IAP transparency issues, but may use 2003 as the base year for reporting on new transparency commitments per the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.
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