	Individual Action Plan Update for Mexico for 2006

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Mexico is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) Note 1
	Improvements made since 2005 IAP Note 2
	Further Improvements Planned Note 2

	Tariffs
	On September 30th, 2006; it was published on the Official Gazette a Decree, which reduces MFN rates for more than 6,000 tariff items was on mainly on steel, chemical, and textile sectors.

In September 2006, Mexico and Japan agreed to increase the preference inside the import tariff rate quota for bovine and poultry products in the range between 10% and 40%, and 50% for fresh oranges.

On September 5th, 2006, a Decree was published on the Official Gazette that reduced MFN rates on chemicals, bicycle tires, footwear parts, capital goods, video transmission and reception systems (videophones), videogames and some toys.

On September 3th, 2006, a Decree was published that incorporated textile and apparel products (50 – 63 HS Chapters) between Honduras and Mexico into the FTA Mexico – Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador. Likewise, tariff reduction on steel products was agreed with El Salvador.

On January 13rd, 2006, by a Decision published on the Official Gazette, the automotive sector was incorporated into the FTA Mexico - Colombia and Venezuela. This change applies only to Colombia.

On December 7th, 2005 a Decree that modified MFN rates was published on the Official Gazette. In this Decree, Mexico granted unilateral reductions to several products, such as: chemicals, tires, electric and aluminium manufactures, ceramic tableware, natural colorants, etc.

On December 7th, 2005 a Decree that modifies MFN rates was published on the Official Gazette. Mexico granted unilateral reductions to several products, such as: wood, synthetic fibres and turbines.  See annex.


	

	Non-Tariff Measures
	Mexico in consultation with its productive sector lifted the Automatic Import Licensing requirement applicable on some products of textile, plastic, wood, steel and chemical sectors.
Mexico reduced the list of products subject to import permits in order to simplify the foreign trade instruments and rule out unnecessary procedures for users.

	The Ministry of Economy is working in the depuration of the import permits products list in order to simplify the foreign trade instruments and rule out unnecessary procedures for users.

	Services


	Communications services: Telecommunications

The regulation for the resale of long distance and international long distance services was published in the Official Gazette on August 12, 2005. The resellers of these telecommunications services can only sell from authorized concessionaries of a public telecommunications network.

On December 1st, 2005, an Agreement by which the condition to guarantee these services established on concession titles was modified with the purpose of simplifying the fulfilment of the obligations derived from such concession titles.

Regarding broadcasting, on April 11, 2006, the Decree that reforms the Federal Laws of Telecommunications and Radio and Television in the Official Gazette was published. The objectives of the reform are, among others, to empower the Federal Telecommunications Commission (COFETEL) for the access means and the introduction of technical and autonomous decision making for licenses and permits in broadcasting.

Financial Services
1. The capital requirements regulation was amended on December 28, 2005, to further clarifying different issues of the existing regulatory framework in order to align regulatory capital requirements more closely to the underlying risks that banks face. The present proposal responds to the accelerated dynamism and evolution of the financial markets in Mexico, as well as the international tendencies implemented by Basel in this matter. The purpose of these changes, is to have the foundations for the implementation of the New Basel Capital Accord from a calibrated market rules and consistent with international standards.

This regulation can be found in the next web page: http://www.apartados.hacienda.gob.mx/diario_oficial/documentos/2005/diciembre/resoluciones_28122005_18043.pdf

The main changes to the capital requirement regulation, are:

· Updates the risk-market ratios of the building-blocks method, based on the last years interest rates and volatilities levels.

· A new coefficient ratios to estimate the value change in a security, with respect to an over-rate change.

· Adjustments to the valuation methodologies on derivatives operations, due to the fact that current Rules for derivative instruments are considered rigid and expensive since its valuation mechanisms do not reflect market conditions.

· Banking institutions are now allowed to use stability core-deposits models for balancing certain core-deposits with medium-term assets. If they have internal models, the compensation could be linked to long-term assets. 

· Reductions of the percentage of deferred taxes as part of Tier 1 of banking institutions, from 20% to10%.

2. In December 30, 2005, amendments to the Banking Law were made in order to improve the transparency of the information protected by the bank and trust secrecy.

This amendment can be consulted in the web page: http://www.apartados.hacienda.gob.mx/diario_oficial/documentos/2005/diciembre/decretos_30122005_183117.pdf

The information requirements presented to the banking institutions have to be made through the Bank and Securities National Commission (Comisión Nacional Bancaria y de Valores), or through the judicial authorities.

This amendment modifies article 117 (bank secrecy) in order to include in the same article trust secrecy provisions, to homologate financial regulation on those two issues, and to pose the same requirements when requesting financial information protected by bank and trust secrecy provisions. It also allows other governmental authorities and agencies to obtain this type of information as part of their enforcement, prosecutorial and investigation powers, as well as to promote transparency. Article 118 was revoked.

3. In December 2005, a new Securities Market Law was enacted. It establishes a modern institutional framework that will improve competitiveness, to attract national and international investment to finance Mexican companies, since it incorporates principles that are fundamental for the investment decision making process, such as:

· Improved information disclosure to investors, which increases the transparency of the securities market,

· Enhanced minority shareholders’ rights and corporate governance that strengthen investors’ confidence.

The new law  establishes a set of measures that, among other things:

· Promote the access of medium-size firms to the securities market and to reduce their gap with public companies by introducing the “Investment Promoter Company” (Sociedad Anónima Promotora de Inversión, SAPI). These companies will voluntarily adopt a regime that will inform investors about the corporate governance and investor protection standards followed by specific companies.

· Consolidate the framework applicable to firms listed in the stock exchange market, in order to improve their organization and operation, by modernizing their corporate structures and redefining functions and responsibilities within those structures. 

There is a redefinition of functions and faculties of the financial authorities, with the intention of avoiding duplicity in the authorization processes, regulation and supervision of market participants, reducing the regulatory costs. The Ministry of Finance and Public Credit (SHCP) transfers the functions of authorization and revocation of intermediaries, and the authorization they require to operate to the Securities and Banking National Commission (CNBV). The SHCP will remain in charge of the financial sector structure and the design of financial legislation. (http://www.cnbv.gob.mx/recursos/LMV_2006.doc)

4. In October 24, 2005, in order to regulate the operation of auxiliary companies specified in article 88 of the Banking Law, as well as investments made by commercial banks in that kind of entities, general provisions were issued.

These general provisions are available in: http://www.sista.com.mx/PAG_CDS/docs_fisc/2005/Octubre_05/RESOLUCION_24%20oct%2005.htm

These provisions establish the requirements commercial banks have to fulfil in order to obtain authorization form the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit (SHCP) to invest in complementary and auxiliary services companies and real state enterprises. Also, they establish the obligations these entities have to fulfil related to debt requirements, bylaws and corporate governance, among other issues.

5. On November 24, 2005, general provisions were issued with the objective of establishing measures for commercial banks to invest in companies contemplated in article 75, section III of the Banking Law.

These provisions can be found in: http://www.apartados.hacienda.gob.mx/diario_oficial/documentos/2005/noviembre/resoluciones_24112005_135347.pdf

According to these provisions, commercial banks have to obtain authorization of the SHCP in order to invest in enterprises, other than those specified in articles 88 and 89 of the Banking Law. The provisions include the specific documentary and information requirements of the application.

Among other requirements, the entities that have this kind of investment should commit themselves to fulfil certain obligations with the commercial banks that invest in their capital.

6. In July 2006, the Mexican Congress approved reforms to different financial sector laws in order to:

· Modernize the institutional framework of the financial leasing companies, financial factoring companies and limited scope financial institutions (Sofoles).

· Allow companies to conduct any kind of credit transactions, financial leasing and financial factoring.

· Encourage the entrance of new participants to the credit market, in order to promote competition by increasing credit supply;

· Reduce management regulation costs;

To achieve its goals, the reform consisted on:

· The liberalization of financial leasing and financial factoring. Therefore, any person can carry out these activities under the protection of the Credit Titles and Operations Law (Ley de Títulos y Operaciones de Crédito). Currently, financial leasing and financial factoring can be carried out exclusively by companies authorized and supervised by the SHCP and the CNBV.

· To give the fiscal and administrative advantages that authorized financial institutions currently have, to those entities whose main activity is the provision of credit, financial leasing and financial factoring.

· To establish a set of measures to avoid regulatory arbitrage by banks.

These reforms modified the following laws: Auxiliary Credit Organizations and Activities Law (Ley General de Organizaciones y Actividades Auxiliares de Crédito); Law of Bonding (surety) Institutions (Ley Federal de Instituciones de Fianzas); Law of Insurance Companies (Ley General de Instituciones y Sociedades Mutualistas de Seguros); Law to Regulate Financial Groups (Ley para Regular las Agrupaciones Financieras), Credit Institutions Law (Ley de Instituciones de Crédito), Foreign Investment Law (Ley de Inversión Extranjera); Savings and Popular Credit Law (Ley de Ahorro y Crédito Popular); Value Added Tax Law (Ley del Impuesto al Valor Agregado); Income Tax Law (Ley del Impuesto sobre la Renta); Credit Titles and Transactions Law (Ley General de Títulos y Operaciones de Crédito); and Fiscal Code of the Federation (Código Fiscal de la Federación). The main objectives of the reform are:

· The financial factoring companies and the financial leasing companies will not be considered as auxiliary credit organizations.

· The auxiliary credit activities will not only include the exchange of foreign currency but they will also include credit transactions, financial leasing and financial factoring.

· Those companies established with the main purpose of carrying out one or more of credit granting, financial leasing or financial factoring activities will be considered as multiple-scope financial institutions (Sofomes). The multiple-scope financial institutions could be regulated or not. 

· The non-regulated multiple-scope financial institutions will be those without participation in their capital of credit institutions (banks) or holding companies of financial groups that include credit institutions (banks). They will not be supervised by the Securities and Banking National Commission. To be considered as a non-regulated and non-authorized financial institution, it is required to:

· Be established with the main purpose of carrying out credit and/or leasing and/or factoring. These activities may not constitute the banking services nor credit as referred in article 2 of the Credit Institutions Law, and
· Having 70% of their assets in their credit-leasing-factoring portfolio, or
· 70% of the income come from the portfolio’s management

· The new Sofomes will have three years to fulfill the requirement.

· Multiple-scope financial institutions will enjoy the same administrative, fiscal and funding advantages of the regulated financial institutions.

· The regulated multiple-scope financial institutions will be those with participation in their capital of credit institutions (banks) or holding companies of financial groups that include credit institutions (banks). They will be supervised by the Securities and Banking National Commission.

With the reform of the Foreign Investment Law of July 18th, 2006; there will be no limits to foreign investment participation in financial leasing companies, financial factoring companies and limited scope financial institutions (SOFOLES).

Tourism and Travel Related Services

On July 3rd 2006, the operation rules to refund the Tax Value Added for shopping to foreign tourists were published.

The benefit of 0% of Tax Value Added for the services of shooting movies contracted by foreign residents was ratified for 2006. 

The procedures of requesting permission for sport fishing and the payments can be carried out through Internet.
Recreational Cultural and Sporting Services
In July, 2005, the General Law of Physical Culture and Sport was amended in order to add two paragraphs, stating that the National Commission of Sports should promote the creation of public organizations. These organizations should give economic support to those athletes that have won a medal in Olympic or Special Olympic competitions. The National Commission will establish criteria and requirements for granting this support.


	

	Investment


	General Policy Framework

Since its enactment in 1993, the Foreign Investment Law (FIL) states that all activities not specifically mentioned in the law are completely deregulated, thus allowing up to 100 per cent foreign investment in most economic sectors without authorization.

The following activities have been liberalized in 2006,  allowing up to 100 per cent of foreign participation:

Sub-paragraphs i), j) and k) paragraph III of article 7 of the FIL, that stated a limitation on the foreign investment participation  up to the 49% in financial leasing companies, factoring companies and limited scope financial institutions, were repealed, and there is no longer any limitation of foreign participation, without prejudice of the relevant financial laws and regulations.

Amendments were published in the official gazette in July 18, 2006.
Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs)

The Bilateral Investment Treaty with Iceland entered into force in March 2006.

The Bilateral Investment Treaty with Australia was signed in August 2005 and was approved by the Mexican Senate in February 2006.

The Bilateral Investment Treaty with Panama was signed in October 2005 and approved by the Mexican Senate in April 2006.

The Bilateral Investment Treaty with United Kingdom was signed in May 2006.

The Bilateral Investment Treaty with Trinidad y Tobago, and with Spain were signed in October 2006.

As part of the efforts to improve the regulatory framework, the Mexican Government has implemented additional changes regarding the fulfillment of requirements before the National Registry for Foreign Investments. The Registry´s functions are statistical and not regulatory but obligations shall still be complied by foreign investors.
Business Facilitating Measures to Improve the Domestic Business Environment

In 2005, aiming to speed up and make easier the Registry´s operation, new official formats were issued. This simplified the requirements and made much more efficient the procedures. It was eliminated the requirement of some supporting documentation that had to be submitted by foreign investors, relieving individuals and companies of a burden.

In 2006, a new improvement was achieved. The National Registry for Foreign Investments has implemented a new system which makes possible the submission of formats and all required obligations through the Internet. This is part of the Mexican´s Government effort towards business facilitation measures and transparency.

http://www.si-rnie.economia.gob.mx/

	

	Standards and Conformance


	Active participation in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies:

Mexico has had an active participation in international standardization activities such as:

ISO

· Mexico  has raised its participation in ISO international meetings 

· Active participation and leading in the ISO/IWA 4 document

· Participation in  the  28th ISO General Assembly  in  Singapore

· The Mexican Committee for ISO improved in the number of votes (previous consensus from interested sectors) for international standards and documents

CODEX:

· Participation in the Codex Committees on Food Labeling (Ottawa, May 1 to 5, 2006),

· General Principles (Paris, April 10-14, 2006), 

· Milk and Milk Products (Queenstown, New Zealand March 27 to April 1st, 2006)

· The 29th session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (Geneva, July 3 to 8)

· Meeting on Food Labeling (Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia)

· Codex Commission Meeting  (Rome, Italy)

· Mexico co-hosted with the United States of America the 16th meeting of the Codex Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs, in Cancun

IEC

· Annual General Meeting for IEC, and was elected to the Directive Council.

· The Mexican Electrotechnic Committee has assisted to 4 IEC Meetings.

The Mexican Accreditation Entity (EMA) has joined the Multilareral Recognizement Agreement on International Cooperation for Laboratories Accreditation, at the ILAC Forum.

Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector:

Bilateral recognition agreements have been signed among private conformity assessment bodies, basically on the electric and electronic sector. All of them have been closely followed and approved by the Mexican General Bureau of Standards:

Extension of  MRA for testing results between the Standardization and Certification Association (ANCE) and the Colombian Technical Regulations and Certification Institute (ICONTEC)

Extension of the Bilateral MRA between the Standardization and Certification Association (ANCE) and the  Norwegian Testing and Certification Institute for Electric Equipment

Bilateral recognizement agreement between the Standardization and Certification Association. (ANCE)  and the France Central Laboratory of the Electric Industry.

MRA for testing results between Radson Industries, S.A. de C.V. and the TUV Product Service Inc Testing Laboratory, in San Diego (Electric and Electronics)

Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector
Several  bilateral MRAs including standards in the voluntary sector  have been signed or extended:

Extension of  MRA for testing results  (natural gas) between the Standardization and Certification Association (ANCE) and the Colombian Technical Regulations and Certificartion Institute (ICONTEC)

Extension of the Bilateral MRA between Standardization and Certification Association. (ANCE) and the  Norwegian Testing and Certification Institute for Electric Equipment

Standardization and Certification Association. (ANCE)  and the France Central Laboratory of the Electric Industry.

Bilateral recognizement agreement between the Standardization and Certification Association. (ANCE)  and the France Central Laboratory of the Electric Industry

Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure

Creation of new organisms with activities on Conformity Assessment 

Mexico has participated, supported and implemented many activities for technical infrastructure development since last  IAP:

Assistance to the APLMF  “Training Workshop on Electricity Measurement Instruments” in Hanoi, Vietnam , 2005

Participation in other regional workshops such as:

COPANT workshops on ISO 17021 e ISO 17025 in  Venezuela, and on ISO 22000, in Argentina.

WTO regional workshop in Nicaragua

CODEX enquiry points regional workshop in Costa Rica.

ISO Global Directory training course, held in ISO's offices in Geneva, (July 2006)

PAC/IAF/IAAC

EMA maintained the Multilateral Recognizement Agreement (MLA) alter the certification units area was evaluated to renovate as MLA membership in the IAF/PAC/IAAC Accreditation Programme for Quality Systems Certification Organisms, and followed up the IAF/PAC Accreditation Programme for Environmental Management Systems Certification Organisms 

APLAC/IAAC/ILAC

Upon 2004 and June 2005 evaluations to the  Mexican Accreditation Entity (EMA), the Entity accomplished an MRA for calibration, testing and essay laboratories, as well as verification units. This Agreement was signed at the APLAC General Assembly in Thailand, last November 2005.

In 2005, APLAC/IAAC made a joint evaluation to Laboratories and Verification Units, in order to insert them into multilateral recognition agreements in the Regional Accreditation Forum

EMA assisted in 2005 to APLAC courses on Reference Materials and Training Evaluators.

Reference Materials Workshop in Hong Kong (2005)

APLAC
17011 Evaluation Course in Japan (2005)

APLAC Evaluation Course in  Canada (2005)


EMA has been actively participating  through 2005 and 2006  in the APLAC Aptitude Essay programmes of the regional bodies it belongs to:
APLAC APM018

APLAC APM017

APLAC APM016

APLAC APM015

APLAC APM013

APLAC T051

APLAC T045

APLAC T044

APLAC T040

APLAC T039

APLAC T036

Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure

Mexico has provided technical assistance on standardization and transparency procedures to the Jamaica Bureau of Standards (2005). 

Mexico contributed to Brazil’s technical infrastructure development in 2006 through the APLAC 17011 workshop.  

Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies  activities

Mexico participated in APEC/APLMF Training Courses in Legal Metrology.

EMA participated in the 2005 Annual Assembly of APLAC, as well as in the PAC Technical Committee in Taiwan and the APLAC MLA Committee.

EMA has been actively participating  through 2005 and 2006  in the APLAC Aptitude Essay programmes of the regional bodies it belongs to

EMA also participated in:

APLAC MRA Committee meeting in Japan (2005)

Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) Annual Meeting in Thailand (2006)

APLAC
Plenary Meeting in Thailand (2005)
 

PAC Annual Meeting in Vietnam (2006)

APLAC
Annual Meeting in China (2006)

Participate in relevant international fora

Mexico has played an important role in international fora, especially in the WTO TBT Committee and in the REACH analysis group. 

Mexico is currently advancing in the GHS Working Group conformed by government institutions and the private sector, in order to harmonize technical regulations  with UN GHS guidelines.

Mexico was represented at the UN GHS Fora in Geneva (2006)

Other activities

Mexico continues working its improvement project for standards, which includes a new revision of NOM´s to determine if they are obsolete or should be modified.


	Active participation in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies:

Continue to participate, as appropriate, in ISO, CODEX Alimentarius and IEC in order to enhance cooperation for the development, application and enforcement of international standards
Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector
Continue promoting and supervising bilateral and multilateral recognizement agreements among private conformity assessment bodies. 

The following negotiations among Private Units  in the electric/electronic sectors are in process at the moment:  

Labotec México, S.C. (Mexico)  and  Samsung Electronics Inc. (Korea), 

Cámara Nacional de la Industria Electrónica de Telecomunicaciones e Informática, A.C. Canieti (Mexico)- Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (united States), 

Intertek Testing Services (ITS) México- and Intertek Testing Services Korea and China

Other activities

Mexico has a project to improve the Technical Regulations and Standards Catalogue, by allowing the user to programme an alarm once a published project becomes a final document to be enforced.  This informatics programme will give users certainty and transparency to interested people, avoiding daily and timely searches and possible misunderstandings.


	Customs Procedures


	Paperless trading
SAAI M3 Now is receiving Manifest from Certified Courier Companies.

Provision of Temporary Importation Facilities
No change since last IAP.
Adoption of Systematic Risk Management Techniques

Installation of 6 additional equipment of Gamma Rays including cargo, railroad and empty containers, at strategic customs offices.

Continuous improvement of the risk management techniques through installation at present of 28  Gamma Rays equipment operating at the Northern border and in 3  major ports.

Adoption of Kyoto Convention
No change since last IAP.

Other Issues (this includes other Customs activities which facilitate trade which are not part of the SCCP CAP).

CUSTOMS-BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP


	Paperless trading
It is expected that by the end of 2006 our automated system will allow that certain government  documents permits, certificates such as health and carriers documents (Air Way Bill, among others) be sent electronically towards a paperless trading environment.

Provision of Temporary Importation Facilities
The operations under ATA Carnets will initiate once the Mexican guaranteeing association is approved.
Adoption of Systematic Risk Management Techniques

Continuous improvement of the risk management techniques.

Adoption of Kyoto Convention
Although our Customs Law is based on the principles of the Kyoto Convention and the Revised Kyoto Convention Mexico will continue to explore the possibility of accession in the mid-term 

Other Issues (this includes other Customs activities which facilitate trade which are not part of the SCCP CAP).

Signing of additional agreements with the private sector




- To whom produces, reproduces, imports, stores, transports, distributes, sells and leases copies of works, phonograms, videograms or books protected by the Copyright Law in a deceitful manner with profit purposes and without authorization of the holder; 

	- To whom provides raw material confined to production and reproduction of works, phonograms, videograms or books; 

- To whom manufactures with profit purposes a system which main purpose is to deactivate electronic devices.

Contact Points

Mr. Jorge Amigo

Director General

Tel. (52-55) 56.24.04.01

Fax (52-55) 56.24.04.08

e-mail: jamigo@impi.gob.mx

Mr. Mario Rodriguez Montero

Deputy Director General

Tel. (52-55) 56.24.04.24

Fax (52-55) 56.24.04.06

e-mail: mrodriguez@impi.gob.mx

Ms. Josefina Moreno

Director of International Relations

Tel: (52-55) 53.34.07.04 

Fax: (52-55) 56.41.73.59

e-mail: jmoreno@impi.gob.mx

Public Education and Awareness of IP, enhanced IP user skills:

IMPI’s Annual Report 2004 has been released.

In 2005, IMPI’s Promotion and Technological Information Services Division carried out 201 promotion and dissemination activities on Industrial Property matters. These activities include courses, workshops, conferences, workshop-courses, tradeshows and seminars.

In 2006 (January-May), IMPI’s Promotion and Technological Information Services Division carried out 73 promotion and dissemination activities on Industrial Property matters.

Within IMPI’s Regional Offices (Western, Northern, Southeastern and “Bajío”) the promotion activities in 2005 reached 665.

Within IMPI’s Regional Offices, the promotion activities in 2006 (January-May) reached 293.

Distributed dissemination material in 2005:

•
User’s guide: 14,633

•
Brochures: 3,523

•
Annual Reports: 1,560

Distributed dissemination material in 2006 (January-May):

•
User’s guide: 512

•
Brochures: 996

Annual Reports: 267

12 Patenting Centres have already begun operations in Mexico.

In September 2005, the Pan-American University carried out the Copyright OMPI’s Conferences, in cooperation with the World Intellectual Property Organization, the National Copyright Institute and Universidad de la Mancha of Spain.

APEC Cooperation on IP Issues:

During the XXII IPEG Meeting held in Hanoi, Vietnam, on February, 2006, Mexico as lead economy of the CAP 5Aii b) Protection for Geographical Indications informed that the Questionnaire was uploaded in the IPEG site in order to allow all member Economies update their information. 

Regarding the “IPEG Public Education and Awareness Program”, the progress status in each key interests is the following:

•
Translation of some sections of IMPI Website.- Mexico selected the URLS that will be traduced

•
Creation of a Guide to IP in Mexico for SMEs: IMPI elaborated the Mexican version of such Guide in Spanish language

•
Creation of Fact Sheets IMPI elaborated the two Fact sheets in Spanish language and sent hard and soft copies of the final draft to IP Australia

•
Creation of a children and teachers education resource centre consisting of a website, newsletter and information brochures

•
IP Public Education & Awareness Skills Transfer Workshop for IMPI Staff

Mexico dispatched officers to attend the APEC workshop for small, medium and micro- enterprises held in conjunction with the XXII IPEG Meeting, in Hanoi, Vietnam on February 23-24, 2006.

Contact Points

Mr. Jorge Amigo

Director General

Tel. (52-55) 56.24.04.01

Fax (52-55) 56.24.04.06

e-mail: jamigo@impi.gob.mx

Mr. Mario Rodriguez Montero

Deputy Director General

Tel. (52-55) 56.24.04.24

Fax (52-55) 56.24.04.06

e-mail:mrodriguez@impi.gob.mx 

Ms. Josefina Moreno

Director of International Relations

Tel: (52-55) 56 24 04 21

Fax: (52-55) 56.24.04.63


	TRIPS Implementation

Further amendments to Mexican provisions in order to:

*Establish rules for filing priority documents and sequence listing in patent applications  in CD and DVD

*Regulate the proceeding for issuing the Declaration of well-known trademarks and set the corresponding fees.

*Amend the Regulations under the Industrial Property Law, establishing rules for franchises.

Continue making amendments to the Copyright Regulations aiming for a stronger and better protection to the right holders and to face the digital era.

To make available to the public the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works (Act 1971); Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations; Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of Their Phonograms; Brussels Convention Relating to the Distribution of Programme-Carrying Signals Transmitted by Satellite; ¸WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) and WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT) texts in INDAUTOR’s (National Copyright Institute) web page.
Ensuring the Expeditious Granting of IP Rights:

Development of e-filing services for trademark and patent applications.

Full implementation of the IPC 8th edition on patent system and updating the data base due to new classification.

Cooperation for e-documents handling will continue.

Automation of administrative internal procedures.

Continue scanning patents and trademarks incorporating images for electronic consultation

IMPI will buy 25 EPOQUE licensees for patent examiners.

Effective Enforcement of IP Rights

Continue enforcing IPR and placing renewed emphasis on combating counterfeiting and piracy in order to stop these negative practices.

Public Education and Awareness of IP, enhanced IP user skills:

IMPI’s Annual Report 2005 is being revised and edited.

Continue signing technical collaboration agreements with the academic and industrial sector.

Continue developing Patenting Centres in Mexico.

Continue participating in international events for capacity building and training human resources

Continue promoting educational programs on industrial property

Continue signing cooperation agreements with foreign intellectual property offices.

Enhancement of public awareness within author’s community for fostering intellectual property rights.

INDAUTOR will continue giving annual awards to the best national authors.

Intellectual Property Rights conscience will be included in the official scholar program and study-books.

Continue organizing events aiming to promote the Copyright culture.

APEC Cooperation on IP Issues:

A Seminar on the Creation, Management, Use and Protection of Intellectual Property - An Integrated and Proactive IP Policy and Strategy, will be held on August 17, 2006 in the frame of the XXIII IPEG Meeting that is going to be held on August 15 & 16, 2006 in Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico,  

The translation of some sections of the IMPI’s website will be finalized by September, 2006.

The guide for SMEs will be sent to IP Australia by the end of August in order to be designed and printed by IP Australia.

IP Australia will produce 10 000 copies of the fact sheets.

The realization of a website, newsletter and information brochure for children and teacher education resource as well as the workshop for IMPI staff on IP public education & awareness skills transfer, could be done in 2007.


	

	Competition Policy


	Horizontal restraints are considered to be absolute monopolistic practices under the FLEC and are subject to per se prohibition. These conducts are output restrictions (article 9, section II);

The FLEC and competition policy cover all economic sectors and apply to all private and public agents.

Additionally, Mexico has established mechanisms to combat international anticompetitive cartels and collusive arrangements through different international trade and cooperation agreements.
	

	Government Procurement


	As in 2005 IAP
	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	General Policy

Position, including Implementation of APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Regulatory Reform

Federal Registry of Formalities and Services (RFTS)
For the efficient use of the RFTS, the Federal Commission on Regulatory Improvement (COFEMER) trained 90 public servants, since the last IAP. From the implementation of this system on June 2002, a total of 1642 public servants have been trained.

At the present time, there are 3,146 federal formalities and services registered in the RFTS, and 58 were registered since the last IAP.
http://www.cofemer.gob.mx/portal.asp?seleccionID=9&padreID=6
Citizen Consultations

From October 2005 to July 2006, COFEMER received 1186 citizen consultations: 655 were made by e-mail and 531 through the website. 

http://www.cofemer.gob.mx/portal.asp?seleccionID=1&padreID=0
Rapid System for Opening Businesses (SARE)
Since last IAP, 39 more municipalities implemented the SARE, having at the present time a total of 102 municipalities with SAREs in Mexico:
http://www.cofemer.gob.mx/portal.asp?seleccionID=66&padreID=10
MUNICIPALITY

BUISNE-SSES

INVESTMENT

JOBS

Puebla

7,917

85.6

21,923

Los Cabos

1,423

110.2

2,174

Aguascalientes

1,951

95.4

3,273

Guadalajara

20,881

1,192.3

31,704

Zapopan

1,735

1,623.2

9,539

Mexicali

228

18.3

336

León

938

188.6

1,883

Tlalnepantla

7,292

3,506.7

46,390

Tehuacán

449

30.5

1,780

Oaxaca

1,941

59.0

2,238

Torreón

4,342

3,279.7

22,457

Pachuca

651

59.4

1,069

Chetumal

732

16.7

772

Apizaco

560

16.1

654

Culiacán

102

280.1

868

Mazatlán

161

38.6

426

Navolato

47

121.6

298

Mérida

375

57.2

1,175

Celaya

2,015

62.1

2,733

Ensenada

194

9.7

406

Tapachula

94

6.3

246

Campeche

1,555

177.8

3,446

Querétaro

1,241

211.9

3,300

San Luis Potosí

2,349

201.5

6,489

Uruapan

1,709

67.2

1,454

Morelia

2,304

89.4

3,758

Cortazar

206

20.3

706

Jaral del Progreso

442

12.1

568

Pénjamo

27

1.4

92

Salamanca

120

1.4

126

Salvatierra

38

4.3

64

San José Iturbide

51

4.3

101

Santa Cruz de Juventino Rosas

70

3.5

319

Silao

381

5.0

479

Córdoba

101

41.3

557

Tlaquepaque

1,918

49.2

3,562

Irapuato

550

50.9

969

Boca del Río

193

53.0

1,246

Hermosillo

2

NA

NA

Guadalupe

29

4.0

100

San Pedro

31

71.1

210

San Nicolás

130

3.6

236

General Escobedo

63

0.8

102

Monterrey

NA

NA

NA

Colima

322

39.7

733

Huanímaro

140

3.1

160

Pueblo Nuevo

24

0.8

25

San Francisco del Rincón

46

5.7

136

Apaseo el Alto

4

0.1

9

Cuerámaro

215

7.1

217

Purísima del Rincón

20

0.6

32

Guanajuato

241

18.5

549

San Pedro Cholula

372

26.1

784

Atlixco

158

2.8

203

Teziutlán

642

13.8

1,237

San Martín Texmelucan

146

NA

177

Zacatlán

166

NA

232

Tecamachalco

8

NA

8

Huauchinango

164

NA

196

San Andrés Cholula

311

NA

356

Tonalá

662

18.5

1,181

Saltillo

66

1.5

344

Cuernavaca

863

246.3

2,112

Reynosa

3

0.1

16

Corregidora

40

1.2

75

Tepatitlan

343

23.2

620

Zamora

456

22.6

771

Tuxtla Gtz.

16

1.9

59

Tampico

27

0.9

114

Apodaca

2

0.1

3

Juárez

NA

NA

NA

Santa Catarina

NA

NA

NA

García

NA

NA

NA

Puerto Vallarta

147

9.9

227

Tlajomulco

88

2.4

140

Villahermosa

16

19.0

67

La Paz

18

2.3

27

Playas de Rosarito

39

1.3

67

Tijuana

344

9.8

577

Villa de Álvarez

135

8.0

198

Coquimatlán

100

0.2

200

Chihuahua

25

0.5

44

Guadalupe, Zac.

58

4.9

131

Zacatecas

124

9.6

301

Fresnillo

40

NA

146

Metepec

188

17.9

229

Coatzacoalcos

12

0.8

27

Durango

35

13.3

112

Tecate

19

1.8

38

Gómez Palacio

186

14.0

462

Lerdo

234

147.6

310

Valles

7

1.9

26

Tamuín

129

9.3

267

Cd. Juárez

10

NA

NA

Lázaro Cárdenas

NA

NA

NA

Naucalpan

17

1.3

27

Cozumel

NA

NA

NA

Cd. del Carmen

6

0.3

20

Loreto

NA

NA

NA

Jalapa

NA

NA

NA

Cajeme

NA

NA

NA

*NA Not Available
Total Businesses: 74,972

Total Investment: 12,642

Total Jobs:  194,220
Participation on International Fora.

On May 2006, COFEMER participated on the APEC Symposium on Private Sector Development, with the presentation:  “How to improve business environment in México? The Mexican experience on simplifying administrative procedures and regulations” which explain the methodology implemented in the Doing Business Study of the World Bank, and pointing out that regulation: 

-
must contribute to the competitiveness of countries; 

-
should be simple, transparent and practical; 

-
should minimize distortions in the market; 

-
has to be coherent with the legal framework;

-
cannot be against the legal Mexican system or its reality;

-
must produce more benefits than costs; 

-
must not establish unnecessary obligations; and 

-
should be drafted in conjunction with the productive sectors;

Identification and Review of Proposed Regulations

http://www.cofemermir.gob.mx

Since last IAP, the COFEMER also trained 90 public servants regarding the elaboration of RIAs, in 5 training sessions by request of the different Agencies, having a total of 855 public servants that have been trained in this topic, since 2002

From August 1, 2005 to July 31, 2006, COFEMER received and reviewed 400 regulatory proposals with its corresponding RIA. In the same period, the COFEMER issued 717 favourable resolutions to the requests of the different Agencies for exemption of presenting RIA, 72 were rejected, due to the fact that the drafts sent, presented costs for citizens.

Since the last IAP, COFEMER received 6 emergency draft regulations, and rejected 4 of them, because it was considered that they did not actually presented emergency situations.

Since May 12, 2004, the date the Regulatory Moratorium Order was issued, COFEMER has received a total of 804 moratorium exception requests; 668 have been accepted, 113 rejected, and 23 are in process. The number of draft regulations sent to COFEMER since the entry into force of the Moratorium Order has fallen 25.8%

Reform of Industry/Sector Specific Regulation

http://www.cofemer.gob.mx/portal.asp?seleccionID=34&padreID=8

The following actions have been taken since the last IAP in the below mentioned sectors:

Foreign Trade

1.
Publication in the Official Gazette of the “Decree that reforms and additions several dispositions of the Foreign Trade Law”. 

2.
“Up- Date of the Explaining Notes of the TIGIE” (Tariff of General taxes for import and export). This instrument was published in the Official Gazette.

3.
 The Private and Public Sector worked together in the preparation of the “Order that establishes the classification and codification of merchandise, whose import or export is subject to previous permit of the Secretariat of Economy”. This Order eliminates import permits for certain goods, such as fire guns, special and classic vehicles. It also included the elimination of certain sanitary procedures for several goods.

Financial Sector

1. In order to reduce costs to the enterprises in the financial sector, 14 formalities were eliminated and 25 were modified by reducing steps and improved the time for response of the authority. 

Transport

The Secretariat of Transportation presented a draft of the Regulations for Transportation and Auxiliary Services.

Telecommunications

The Project of the “Order for the adoption of the convergence policy on telecommunications” is being reviewed.


	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	Rules of Origin: 

Publication of preferential rules of origin in the Diario Oficial de la Federación (Official Gazette) in order to reflect the HS 2002 amendments :

· Amendment of certain rules of origin under the Mexico-Colombia-Venezuela Free Trade Agreement (January 13, 2006)

Mexico-Guatemala-Honduras-El Salvador Free Trade Agreement (May 17, 2006)

· Amendment of certain NAFTA rules of origin (June 26, 2006)

	Mexico will continue its participation on the Committee in the ongoing harmonization of non-preferential rules of origin in the WTO/WCO with the aim of concluding these negotiations during this year as propose by the Committee.

Mexico will maintain implementation of changes on its preferential rules of origin in accordance with the Amendments to the Nomenclature of the Harmonized System.

	Dispute Mediation


	As in 2005 IAP

	Mexico will continue to favour the establishment and use of State-State and Investor-State dispute settlement mechanisms through international trade and investment negotiations. 
Mexico will continue trade negotiations with Peru and South Korea, and investment negotiations with China and India.


	Mobility of Business People


	As in 2005 IAP

	Continue with the Comprehensive Migratory Operation System (SIOM, for its initials in Spanish) implementation


	Information Gathering and Analysis


	
	

	APEC Food System


	
	

	Transparency


	Tariffs

Mexico promptly publishes in its Official Gazette the legislation on Non Tariff Measures along with the products by tariff line.  This procedure follows legal provisions established in the Law of Foreign Trade and its Regulations (Ley de Comercio Exterior y su Reglamento). Mexico provides web sites in order to consult the publications on NTMs; http://www.gobernacion.gob.mx and http://economia.gob.mx 

In addition, the Ministry of Economy has a website to consult the explanation on Mexico’s Non Tariff Measures regime. http://www.economia.gob.mx/?P=767

The import permits are administered in a transparent manner by the Ministry of Economy following the legal procedures of the Law of Foreign Trade and its Regulations.  This Law is the legal basis of Mexico’s foreign trade.  Following the commitments in this Leaders’ Declaration Mexico has complied with additional information and notifications on NTMs in the WTO, according to the WTO Agreement on Import Licensing Procedures.

Mexico provides links to individual government websites that are included in the Market Access Group website.

The System of Tariff Information on Internet (Sistema de Información Arancelaria via Internet - SIAVI), provides tariff information on each tariff item: http://www.economia.gob.mx/?P=2261# .

Services
Energy Services

The Regulatory Commission of Energy updates its website on a regular basis. In it, all the public records such as official resolutions, authorizations or licenses for gas and electricity and permit procedures and requirements can be found. All these and additional information can be found at http://www.cre.gob.mx/registro/index.html

http://www.cre.gob.mx/transparencia.html

Construction and Related Engineering Services

Interested services providers can find all the rules and duty tracks related to construction permits and licenses for the use of toll roads and bridges at http://www.sct.gob.mx and http://www.cofemer.gob.mx.

The Manual for the use of toll roads and bridges and its areas is currently being modified and it includes the reduction of some processes and the review of response periods.

Educational Services
The Secretariat of Public Education is the agency that sets up rules, regulations and administrative procedures related to licensing and authorizations, which are available at http://www.sep.gob.mx.

Standards on Standards and Conformance

Mexico is currently negotiating bilateral trade agreements that promote transparency measures with its trade partners, in a bigger scope than the WTO procedures.

Mexico participated as a Speaker in WTO organized workshops, promoting Good Regulatory Practices and Transparency Measures. (SPS Committee in Geneva and  the ALADI-WTO Regional TBT Workshop in Uruguay)   

Currently, Mexico is improving its electronic notification system called Notificanorm-Alert, that includes a broader diffusion in the business and industrial sectors, and which is free and open to other countries as well.

Customs Procedures 

No change since last IAP.

Intellectual 

Property Rights:

DOMESTIC LEGAL FRAMEWORK

Law on Transparency and Access to Governmental Public Information (LFTAPG) 2002 was amended on June 6, 2006 (In order to establish provisions related to the principal of maximum publishing and availability of information possessed by the obliged persons)

Competition Law and Policy and Regulatory Reform
The Federal Law of Transparency and Access to Information, that was published on the Official Gazette on June 11, 2002, established that all Federal Agencies have the obligation to make available to the public, either directly or through COFEMER’s web site, their regulation drafts at least 20 days before they publish or submit to signature of the President, the relevant project.

In June 2006, the Ministry of Economy published a decree reforming the Federal Law of Economic Competition. 

Monetary, financial and fiscal policies and dissemination of macroeconomic policy data.

As a result of the increased relevance of enhance disclosure of economic data, as well as the extended need of investors and analysis to develop a personal and ongoing dialogue with Mexican financial authorities, the Investor Relations Office (IRO) continues establishing active and regular contact with economic agents to keep them informed of the status of GOM debt and the governments financing plans.

As part of the dynamic dialogue established by the IRQ, staff members regularly contract by phone a group of economists, analysts, bankers, investors, and rating agencies that follow Mexico most closely to share their comments about general trends and specific concerns. 

To enhance transparency, through its web page (www.apartados.hacienda.gob.mx/ori/)the IRO publishes economic and financial reports on the Mexican economy. The office also organizes quarterly conferences on the current economic scenario and arranges meeting with top national authorities for visiting executives of investor firms. 

On May 23, 2003, the Report on the Observance of Standards and Codes on the Data Module for Mexico was completed. This report revealed that Mexico maintains an open dissemination policy by providing access to the macroeconomic statistics covered by the Special Data Dissemination Standards (SDDS) in publications and on the websites of the National Institute of Statistics, Geography, and Information Technology (INEGI) (www.inegi.gob.mx), the Banco de Mexico (BANXICO) (www.banxico.org.mx), and the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit (SHCP) (www.hacienda.gob.mx)

Mexico observes SDDS data dimension requirements in all categories, using flexibility options for the timeliness of data on the operations of general government and central government. Data periodically and timeliness exceed the requirements of the Standards with respect to labour market data (employment, unemployment, and wages/income), the analytical accounts of the central bank, and international reserves. Timeliness requirements are also exceeded with respect to national accounts, the consumer price index, central government debt, the analytical accounts of the banking system, the balance of payments, and the trade balance. 

Government finance statistics are disseminated simultaneously to all parties concerned without preferential treatment for any user. The name, telephone, number, and e-mail address of the person who can be consulted regarding government finance statistics are posted on the Ministry’s website.

Presentation of monetary statistics is accompanied by tables and charts facilitating an accurate interpretation of the performance of the principal monetary aggregates. Statistics are disseminated simultaneously to all interested parties on BANXICO’s website, where recent data and time series with various levels of detail can also be consulted. 

On August 23, 2002, Mexico’s Report on the Observance of Standards and Codes on Fiscal Transparency Module was completed. This report assessed the fiscal transparency practices in Mexico in light of the Code of Good Practices on Fiscal Transparency and certified that Mexico has made considerable progress in improving transparency in public finances. Major initiatives include reform of the budget process; preparation of an integrated financial management information system; phase-in of a system of human resource management; overhaul of public procurement; streamlining of government regulations; strengthening of internal control and external audit; introduction of prudential criteria fro state development banks; and reduction of discretionality in intergovernmental relations. Overall, government agencies make available to the public an unprecedented volume of information of fiscal developments, including through electronic means. 

On July 2001, the IMF finished Mexico’s Report on the Observance of the IMF Code of Good Practices on Transparency in Monetary and Financial Policies. The observance of practices relating to: (i) clarity of role, responsibilities and objectives of BANXICO for monetary policy, and (ii) open process for formulating and reporting monetary policy decisions is well entrenched, both in the legal and regulatory framework and in practice. Furthermore, the adoption of an inflation targeting framework has enhance transparency and provided an effective anchor to guide inflationary expectations. 

In genera, BANXICO showed a strong disposition toward disclosure. Substantial efforts have been made recently to increase the information available to the public on the implementation of monetary policy, including through the release of quarterly information reports. Moreover, the balance sheet on a weekly, monthly and annual basis is published on BANXICO’s website. 

On March 23, 2001, Mexico undertook a Financial Sector Assessment Program (FSAP), which is a joint IMF/World Bank initiative aimed at increasing the effectiveness of efforts to promote the soundness of financial systems in member countries. In addition, Mexico decided to make the FSAP public on October 1st, 2001, as an important contribution to enhancing the transparency of economic information and facilitating the decision-making process.

From February 22 to March 7, 2006, as part of the FSAP update the IMF made a mission to Mexico, whose main findings will be soon disclosed.


	Customs Procedures 

It is expected that in the mid-term all the information contained in the website: www.aduanas.gob.mx, will be available in English and French languages, in order to provide all the pertinent information to the trade community
Intellectual 

Property Rights:

Keep on granting citizens the right to access federal government’s information.

Monetary, financial and fiscal policies and dissemination of macroeconomic policy data.

The IRO has brought greater transparency and consistency to Mexico’s domestic information process. In the same way, it will bring substantial benefits in the long term, because it will help the understanding of the characteristics of the various sources of capital, policy decisions and key economic indicators. It should also help to anticipate and reduce vulnerability to adverse shifts in market perceptions of Mexico creditworthiness.

The Ministry of Finance and Public Credit, through the IRO will improve timely and updated information in order to fulfil investors’ needs and contribute to transparency and dissemination of information of economic policies in Mexico.


	RTAs/FTAs  Note 5


	- Description of current 

  agreements


	Group of Three (Colombia, Venezuela and México)
http://www.economia.gob.mx/index.jsp?P=2123
Article 23-08 of the FTA G3 establishes that “Any Part will be able to withdraw this Treaty. That withdraw will provide effects 180 days after communicating it to the other Parts and to the General Secretariat of ALADI, without detriment the Parts can agree to a different term". On May 22, 2006, the Government of Venezuela withdrew the FTA G3 before the Governments of Colombia and Mexico, as well as the General Secretariat of ALADI. Commercial preferences between Mexico and Venezuela will be in force until November 19, 2006.
FTA México –Costa Rica

http://www.economia.gob.mx/index.jsp?P=2121
Date of notification to the WTO:  July 17, 2006
FTA México –Nicaragua
http://www.economia.gob.mx/index.jsp?P=2122
Date of notification to the WTO:  November 2, 2005
Northern Triangle (El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and México)
http://www.economia.gob.mx/index.jsp?P=2119
Date of notification to the WTO:  July 12, 2006
FTA México-Uruguay

http://www.economia.gob.mx/index.jsp?P=2126


	- Agreements under negotiation


	

	
	Agreement #1


	Free Trade Area of the Americas

Status of negotiations

At the VIII Ministerial Meeting (Miami, November 2003) Ministers decided to negotiate the FTAA in two tiers, a common and balanced set of rights and obligations applicable to all countries and plurilateral negotiations for those countries to be interested in. The new vision of the FTAA has not been able to be agreed and this is one of the main conditions that has impeded the advance and culmination of the negotiations as programmed, in January, 2005.  

It was expected that negotiations could be relaunched after the Summit of Mar del Plata (November, 4-5 of 2005), with an explicit mandate from the Heads of State and Government from the Hemisphere. Paragraph 19 from the Declaration of Mar del Plata reflects two different positions. Countries did not reach consensus, so it was agreed that Colombia will undertake consultations with a view to a meeting of the officials responsible for trade negotiations.

ECA 8, México - Peru

Within ALADI, Mexico and Peru have the Economic Complementation Agreement number 8 (ECA 8), signed in 1987. In this Agreement, both countries grant preferential tariffs for a limited number of products.  

On November 21, 2005, both countries signed the Seventh Protocol of the ECA 8, which extends the use of this Agreement until December 31, 2007.  

On December 2005, Mexico and Peru decided the elements to negotiate an extension and deepening of ECA 8.  The negotiation includes the extension and modernization of the disciplines which are part of the Agreement, in the following chapters:

Market access; rules of origin and customs procedures; standards; sanitary and phytosanitary measures; investment; services; mutual recognition of origin; unfair trade practices; safeguards; dispute settlement; and institutional issues.

As a result of the negotiation process, in the last round of negotiations (sixth), held from June 26 to 30, in Lima, Mexico and Peru concluded the negotiation of the chapters related to unfair trade practices; safeguards; and mutual recognition of studies, certificates and academic degrees.

Other chapters are practically concluded and Mexico expects that the negotiation could be finished in the short term.



	- Future plans


	


	Additional information Note 6  




Notes

1. 
Economies are encouraged to use the sub-chapter and section headings from the full IAP template as guidance for the appropriate level of detailed information to be submitted in the Update.  

2.
Economies should describe significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Wherever possible all entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address etc) where further information can be obtained.

3. 
The IAP Update should provide information necessary to bring the most recent full IAP up to date.  

4. 
If there is no significant change to the information provided in the most recent IAP, “As in [year] IAP” should be entered.

5.  Economies will submit IAP chapters on transparency and RTAs/FTAs for the first time in 2005.  These chapters will remain the base document for the Update until the economy submits its next full IAP.  As a transitional measure, economies will also submit a report in 2005 on Area-specific Transparency Implementation using an agreed format. 

6. 
Economies may use the Additional Information section to describe any material not captured in the template.






