ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (k:1) : Transport Services: Maritime

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.

	Shipping Services - Principal Regulatory Instruments
· Part X of the Trade Practices Act 1974 http://www.dotars.gov.au/transreg/str_partx.aspx.

· Navigation Act 1912 http://www.amsa.gov.au/shipping_safety/marine_orders/index.asp or http://www.dotars.gov.au/transreg/str_permits.aspx.

Australian shipping legislation generally requires both Australian and foreign shipping to comply with internationally agreed safety, security and operational standards established under International Maritime Organisation (IMO) treaties.  Further details can be found at www.dotars.gov.au and www.amsa.gov.au. 

Port Services - Principal Regulatory Instruments

· State and Northern Territory Port and Marine Authorities.

Port and marine authority responsibilities for port development and navigational safety in Australia are normally carried out by the public sector through a port authority or State/Territory Government department.  Auxiliary services in Australia’s ports can be subject to both Commonwealth and State/ Territory legislation. 

Stevedoring Services - Principal Regulatory Instruments

· Stevedoring Levy (Collection) Act 1998; and

· Stevedoring Levy (Imposition) Act 1998.

Further details are available at:

http://www.dotars.gov.au/transprog/mifco.aspx 


	The Australian Government is currently considering its response to the recommendations of the Productivity Commission regarding Part X.

The Navigation Act 1912 is being updated and amended

Australia continues to progress a number of issues within the IMO, relating to safety, marine environment protection and maritime security.  Issues being considered include the STCW and Torremelinos conventions



	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	Coastal Shipping

The Government is implementing  National Maritime Emergency Response Arrangements to provide a network of emergency towage vehicles at strategic locations around Australia. The Protection of the Seas (Powers of Intervention) Act 1981 is being amended accordingly.


	Coastal Shipping

Both foreign and local vessels require either a licence or permit to carry domestic coastal cargo. Applications are processed by the Operations Centre of the Office of Transport Security.  (See http://www.dotars.gov.au/transsec/maritime/contact.aspx)

Port Services

These are generally controlled by port authorities and often provided by the private sector.  

	The Ministerial Guidelines for administering the coastal trade are being refined in consultation with industry.

	Foreign Entry


	No nationality based restrictions on entry . 
	International Bulk Shipping

There are no restrictions on entry.  However, all ships are required to meet international safety, security, operating and crewing standards.

International Liner Shipping

The majority of liner services in Australian trades are provided by international shipping companies, which provide rationalised capacity through joint services and coordinated sailings. Liner conferences and other forms of collaborative liner agreements are internationally accepted arrangements which receive conditional exemptions from normal trade practices legislation via Part X of the Trade Practices Act. 
There are therefore no impediments to the participation of foreign companies in the Australian international liner trades.

Coastal Shipping

All ships carrying cargo or passengers on Australia’s interstate coastal trade must be licensed or obtain a coasting trade permit.  

To obtain a licence, operators are required to pay their crew Australian rates of pay while the vessel is engaged in interstate trade on the Australian coast and must not be in receipt of subsidies from foreign governments.  Vessels need not be Australian flagged, and the crews need not be Australian citizens, but must comply with Australia’s immigration and customs regimes.

Port Services

Port services such as the provision of towage and cargo handling are generally carried out by the private sector.  There are no apparent legislative barriers to foreign suppliers providing these services.

Foreign vessels are able to access Australian sea ports and access and use port and harbour facilities on the same terms as Australian vessels.  No restrictions are applied by non-government suppliers of these services. The use of terminal facilities is not mandatory.
Ship Repair Services

Foreign suppliers of ship repair services are treated equally with Australian suppliers. 

Stevedoring Services

There are no institutional barriers to foreign suppliers of stevedoring services, although foreign takeovers of service providers can come under the scrutiny of the Foreign Investment Review Board and the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission.  
	See comments above relating to review of Part X.


	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN
	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.
	See Foreign Entry.
	No further improvements planned.
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