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	Operational Requirements


	
	Recreational Services

The recreation services sector in Australia encompasses a diverse range of activities.  The Australian Government does not have legislative or regulatory involvement across the sector.  Operational and licensing qualification requirements may therefore vary between Australian States and Territories, which may set their own requirements, and across the range of recreation services.  

A number of national recreation organisations exist to facilitate training and education of members. For example, the Outdoor Recreation Council of Australia (ORCA) is the peak body representing outdoor recreation service providers in Australia, while AUSTSWIM is Australia’s national organisation for the teaching of swimming and water safety

Cultural Performers 

(for information on regulation of entry for performers in film and television productions, refer to Chapter 3 (b:4), Communication Services – Audiovisual)

There is no regulatory requirement specifically covering the entry of arts practitioners to Australia.  For instance, for performers coming to Australia to take part in a festival, the festival organisers would attend to the entry requirements.
The Australia Council, the leading Australian Government funding body for the arts, is actively involved in the promotion of Australian culture in the Asia-Pacific region through its Audience and Marketing Division.  This also involves promoting exchange and collaboration between artists in Australia and the Asia-Pacific region.  Further information is available at http://www.ozco.gov.au/council_priorities/audience_development/.
The Australia Council supports Australian artists and arts companies; its funds are not available to support incoming international artists and arts companies.  However, in the case of a collaborative or exchange project, the Board of the relevant arts sector could consider an application for support. 

Australian Sports Drug Agency (ASDA) http://www.asda.org.au/ 

Anti-doping services in Australia, including drug testing, education and advocacy, are regulated under the Australian Sports Drug Agency Act 1990 (see: http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/
consol_act/asdaa1990323/).

The Agency’s supplier of analytical testing services is the National Measurement Institute.  The engagement of additional companies to assist in the drug testing procedures (ie., couriers for transportation) must be companies approved by the Agency conducting the service. The Agency may engage persons having suitable qualifications and experience as consultants to the Agency or to the Australian Sports Drug Medical Advisory Committee (ASDMAC).

The Agency may ask a recognised sporting administration body to arrange a drug testing procedure under guidelines of the ASDA Act 1990 within or outside Australia.

Under the Customs Administration Act 1985, the Agency may access information from Australian Customs that is relevant in conducting drug testing services (see http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/
cth/consol_act/caa1985276/).
Legislation is currently before the Parliament that, if passed, will establish the Australian Sports Anti‑Doping Authority (ASADA). and Apart from assuming the existing drug testing, education and advocacy functions of ASDA, ASADA will investigate doping allegations; present doping cases before sporting tribunals and define how sporting organisations should implement World Anti‑Doping Code compliant anti‑doping protocols.

The establishment of ASADA does not impact on the descriptions provided above.

The Confederation of Australian Sport (CAS) - http://www.sportforall.com.au/ 

The Confederation of Australian Sport (CAS) is the national peak body for sport in Australia. Known until recently as Sport Industry Australia, it was established in 1976 to advance the interests of the Australian sports community and to give the industry a united voice in discussions and negotiations with governments and key stakeholders.

CAS aims to further the interests of sport and member organisations by:

· facilitating positive public policy outcomes through active representation of sector views to governments, community decision makers and the public;

· improving the performance of the sector through the dissemination of timely and relevant information, advice and services; 

· providing relevant and appropriate services to the member organizations; and 

· raising the profile of member organisations and increasing public awareness and understanding of the sector’s contribution to the community, the economy and the health status of the population.

Varying categories for membership into SIA include:  Corporate, Industry Associate, Gold, Sport Services Individual and Life.

Australian Sports Commission - http://www.ausport.gov.au/ 

The Australian Sports Commission (ASC) is the Australian Government body that manages, develops and invests in sport at all levels in Australia.  The ASC funds and works closely with a range of national sporting organisations, state and local governments, schools and community organisations to ensure sport is well run and accessible so that everyone can participate and enjoy the benefits. It also works with these organisations and through the Australian Institute of Sport, which is a division of the ASC, and state and territory institutes and academies of sport, to develop sporting excellence at the elite level.

The ASC seeks to uphold the integrity of sport through many innovative programs, ranging from promoting ethical sporting practices on and off the field to rigorously enforcing Australia’s commitment to keeping sport free of prohibited drugs.  It also works with national sporting organisations to ensure clear pathways from community sport to elite performance.  This is highlighted through the support provided to the high performance programs of national sporting organisations and the AIS.  The Canberra campus of the AIS is Australia’s national centre of sports excellence for the training and development of elite athletes and teams.

Organisations seeking funding or services are required to formally commit to a governance structure that is consistent with the ASC’s governance principles of best practice, have an operable and current anti-doping policy consistent with the ASC’s anti-doping provisions, and have an operable and current policy on harassment and member protection consistent with the ASC’s Member Protection Policy. 

All ASC/AIS scholarship holders must abide by the AIS Athlete Code of Ethics, whilst the ASC Code of Conduct applies to all employees, contractors and persons who have access to ASC/AIS facilities or services.  All individuals must comply with the ASC Anti-Doping Policy.  
The ASC maintains the National Coaching Accreditation Scheme and National Officiating Accreditation Scheme as industry-standard quality assurance programs for coaching and officiating. 


	

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.


	Drug Testing

Laboratories utilised for drug testing procedures are required to be recognised and accredited by the World Anti-Doping Agency.  An accredited laboratory needs to comply with the general requirements of International Standards Organisations for the competence of calibration and testing laboratories.  An accredited laboratory may be situated either within or outside Australia.  The National Association of Testing Authorities is a prescribed organisation that may recognise laboratories as being accredited.

Drug testing officers are not required to obtain any specific qualifications/licenses.  Their engagement is determined by the drug testing Agency and the provisions of the ASDA Act 1990.

Training of Sports Industry Personnel

A Sports Industry Training Package has been developed to enable the Sports Industry to develop a system of training for its present and future employees that is systematic and nationally recognised. The fundamental aims of the training package are to:

· Identify real career paths for people who wish to work in the Sport Industry; and

· to align training to these pathways.

As well as establishing career pathways for young people, the training package will allow people who have been working in the industry, either in a paid position or as a volunteer, to have their skills formally recognised.

The Project was funded by the Australian Government through the Australian National Training Authority and conducted by a consortium of Sports Industry Australia (SIA), the Australian Sports Commission and the Australian Society of Sport Administrators.  

Fourteen sports are represented in the package as well as the functional areas of coaching, officiating, sports administration, sports trainer, professional player and strength and conditioning. Eighteen qualifications have been developed as part of the Package.  Six of these qualifications apply to four sectors of the Sport and Recreation industry - Sport, Fitness, Community recreations and Outdoor recreation.  Twelve qualifications are developed specifically to the Sports Industry. 

To build on the work done in the development of the Package, Sport Industry Australia established an Industry Training Committee to lead the way in industry training by working and consulting with sport organisations to develop industry benchmarks for management and governance.  The Committee provides information and advice to the industry on a range of topics to do with training, including:

· the benefits of training in the Vocational Education and Training System and industry-based training;

· reviewing the skill level of employees and providing suitable training where necessary;

· best practice training resources available to the Sport Industry;

· strategic planning in preparing for future threats and opportunities; and

· quality management practices.

To be recognised as an Australian coach, persons are required to become registered under the National Coaching Accreditation Scheme administered by the Australian Sports Commission and conduct themselves within the Australian Coach’s Code of Ethics Agreement.  

Employees of the ASC who provide services to the Industry are not required to be registered or licensed. The ASC may engage persons having suitable qualifications and experience as consultants to the Commission under the Australian Sports Commission Act 1989.

	No further improvements planned.



	Foreign Entry


	On 17 January 2006 Australia acceded to the UNESCO International Convention Against Doping in Sport.  The Convention is a binding international instrument which supersedes the Copenhagen Declaration.  State Parties to the Convention commit themselves to the principles of the World Anti-Doping Code and to take specific action in a number of areas including restricting the availability of prohibited substances and methods to athletes, and measures to facilitate doping control.  Such measures include encouraging and facilitating the negotiation by sports and anti-doping organisations of agreements permitting their members to be tested by duly authorised doping control teams from other countries.  The Convention will come into force on the first day of the month one month after 30 governments have ratified it.  This is expected to occur by 1 June 2006. 


	International arrangements entered into by the Australian Government as anti-doping arrangements allow foreign organisations to request and conduct drug-testing procedures for athletes within Australia through the existing Agency provisions. 

Australia is a signatory to the Copenhagen Declaration on Anti-Doping in Sport, the non-binding international instrument which recognises and supports the World Anti-Doping Code.  Australia supports reciprocal testing arrangements between designated government or non-government anti-doping organisations. 

Foreign entry into the sport industry as recognised professionals requires the obtainment of qualifications acknowledged by the Industry.  The Australian Sports Commission requires foreign coaches to obtain recognised qualifications and update their accreditation every four years upon establishment in order to maintain official coaching status in Australia.

Operation as a recognised/acknowledged recreation service provider in Australia generally requires accreditation with the relevant national recreation organisation.  The provision of services by foreign suppliers would be subject to the procedures proscribed by the relevant national recreation organisation.

Entry of Cultural Performers 

See Foreign Entry in Chapter 3 (b:4), Communication Services – Audiovisual.

Australia’s membership of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) involves committing to the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS).  Provisions in GATS include commitments in the areas of market access and national treatment.  Foreign competition from all WTO members is given equal opportunity.  Australia has made commitments specifically on:

· sporting and other recreational services (sporting services); 

· other recreational services (covers recreation, park and beach services); and

· news agency services. 


	

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No improvements since the last IAP
	There is no regulatory discrimination in accessing the anti-doping services currently established in Australia.  Australia applies the MFN principle.  

There is no regulatory discrimination in relation to market access or national treatment for organisations wanting to initiate a sporting or recreation service in the Sport and recreation Industry.  Australia applies the MFN principle.


	No further improvements planned.
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