
BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

I. PURPOSE

The Bogor Goals Progress Report Guidelines will be implemented for reviewing 21 economies’ progress towards achieving free and open trade and investment by 2020.

II. RATIONALE FOR A REVISED MECHANISM 

In Montana, in May 2011, Senior Officials (SOM) endorsed recommendations prepared by the Committee of Trade and Investment (CTI) for a more robust mechanism to track progress towards the Bogor Goals. Background information can be found at: 2011/SOM2/021anx2. 
III. BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES
(a) Format of the Individual Action Plan (IAP)  

· Economies will report on the IAP Template (annex 1) new trade and investment policies and procedures and the improvements planned for the remaining areas to fill the gap in moving closer to achieving the Bogor Goals. If policy settings remain the same from one reporting period to the next, then there is no need to collect and repeat the same information. 2010 economies
 might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment.  

· The areas to be reported will be based on the Osaka Action Agenda plus those added afterwards: 

· Tariffs

· Non-tariff measures 

· Services 

· Investment

· Standards and conformance 

· Customs procedures

· Intellectual property 

· Competition policy

· Government procurement

· Deregulation/regulatory review

· World Trade Organization (WTO) obligations including rules of origin

· Dispute mediation

· Mobility of business people

· Official websites that gather economies´ information
· Transparency

· Regional Trade Agreements / Free Trade Agreements (RTAs/FTAs)
· Other voluntary reporting areas 
· Economies will describe, in brief points only, significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Refer to the IAP reporting templates revised in 2004 together with 2000 APEC IAP Format Guidelines as guidance for reporting on each issue area.  
· Wherever possible entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address, etc.) where further information can be obtained.

(b) Reporting from the Policy Support Unit  

· The Policy Support Unit (PSU) will prepare a short one- to two-page report with key highlights on members’ main achievements and remaining areas for improvement in the year of review. This would include information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. Economies would have the opportunity to examine the PSU’s report ahead of the SOM discussion, preferably with a few months’ leeway to ensure that each economy has sufficient time to review the report, make comments and highlight any factual errors, if any. Senior Officials will also have an opportunity to respond to the PSU’s report at their meeting, and also pose questions to each other, before it is finalized and made public as an independent report by PSU.
· In response to ABAC’s recommendation, the PSU will also prepare a “Dashboard” to complement the brief report abovementioned. 
(c) IAP Peer Review Process 

Regular Senior Officials’ review 

· Economies will be reviewed by Senior Officials in: 2012, 2014, and 2018.  In each previous year, the CTI will table for SOM’s endorsement the schedule to prepare the IAP submission and PSU report, taking into account the calendar for that APEC’s year.

· For 2012, economies will submit their templates by SOM1, February 2012. Senior Officials will discuss the brief reports prepared by the PSU by SOM2, June/July 2012.

Second-term review 

· Economies will be assessed in 2016, as a second term review. 

· 2010 economies might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment. 

· The host economy in 2016 supported by the APEC Secretariat and the PSU will lead the assessment based on the information provided in the IAP Template, and also information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. 
· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund and other respectable sources, considering that data could be available for tariffs, but similar information for non-tariff measures, services and investment might be less visible.

Final Assessment 

· In 2020, economies will undertake a final assessment toward the achievement of the Bogor Goals. 

· The template prepared by Japan in 2010 could be used as the basis for the evaluation, to be consistent as much as possible with the 2010 assessment. 

· The host economy in 2020 supported by the APEC Secretariat, the PSU will lead the assessment based on the individual IAP reports and information provided in the abovementioned templates. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization or other international organizations.

(d) Public Access to the IAP Information 
· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU would make the APEC-IAP website more user-friendly as well as improve its functionality, among other measures: i) the IAP Template might be divided by chapters, so users can download only the section of their interest; and ii) to include a point of contact in the APEC Secretariat to attend requests for further information. Additionally, visits to the website could be tracked. 
· The IAP Template submitted by economies and the report prepared by the PSU will be made publicly available on the internet. 
	Individual Action Plan Update for Singapore for 2020

	Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Singapore is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	


	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since 2018 IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	As of 1 Jan 2020, Singapore continues to apply tariffs on only 8 tariff lines: Beer made from malt (HS 220300.11, HS 220300.19, HS 220300.91, HS 220300.99), Samsu (HS 220890.10, HS 220890.20, HS 220890.30, HS 220890.40). 


	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	The complete list of dutiable goods can be found online at:

https://www.customs.gov.sg/businesses/valuation-duties-taxes--fees/duties-and-dutiable-goods/list-of-dutiable-goods 


	

	Contact point for further details:
	MTI_Goods@mti.gov.sg; 
MTI_APEC@mti.gov.sg 


	

	Non-Tariff Measures 

Non‐tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export

subsidies
	Import Licensing

Singapore maintains import licensing regimes on some products for health, safety or environmental reasons. General information on Singapore’s import licensing procedures can be found on the Singapore Customs website. Further details are available on the websites of the respective implementing agencies (e.g. Health Sciences Authority, Singapore Food Agency, etc.). 

Export Subsidies

Singapore does not maintain any subsidy schemes that are dependent on export performance. 

Import Prohibitions

The production, import, export of certain mercury-added products (i.e. fluorescent lamps, high pressure mercury vapour lamps, switches and relays, and non-electronic measuring devices) are prohibited under the Environmental Protection Management Act (administered by the National Environment Agency).
The import, distribution and retail of emerging tobacco products are prohibited under the Tobacco (Control of Advertisements and Sale) (Prohibited Tobacco Products) Regulations, 2014 (administered by the Ministry of Health).

	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	https://nea.gov.sg/corporate-functions/resources/circulars/hazardous-substance-control-circulars
https://hsa.gov.sg/announcements/press-release/singapore-enhances-tobacco-control-measures

	

	Contact point for further details: 
	MTI_Goods@mti.gov.sg; 
MTI_APEC@mti.gov.sg 


	

	Services


	Provide brief points only

Nil
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Investment


	Singapore has 42 BITs and 19 FTAs with investment provisions in force. We have investment treaty relations with 19 APEC Member Economies.

Singapore was ranked 2nd in the world in ease of doing business according to the World Bank Doing Business Report 2019. For categories specific to investment, Singapore was ranked 1st  in “Enforcing Contracts” and 3rd in “Starting a Business”.


	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	https://www.mti.gov.sg/Improving-Trade/International-Investment-Agreements 


	

	Contact point for further details:
	MTI_APEC@mti.gov.sg

	

	Standards and Conformance


	Provide brief points only

In Singapore, we promote the use of international standards, e.g. International Organisation for Standardization (ISO); International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), International Telecommunication Union (ITU) etc. International standards are used wherever possible, adopted or adapted as domestic standards when necessary. 

Singapore continues to participate actively in standards and conformance activities at both regional and international levels. These platforms allow Singapore to collaborate with other partners on standards and conformance procedures, as well as to contribute to the international policies governing global standards and conformance development. For instance, Singapore participates at the APEC Sub-Committee for Standards and Conformance (SCSC) and was the Chair of the ASEAN Consultative Committee for Standards and Quality (ACCSQ) from June 2018- July 2019. At the international level, Singapore was elected into the IEC Council Board, for the 2017-2019 and 2019-2020 term and was the ISO Vice-President elect (technical management) in 2018 and then Vice-President (technical management) for the 2019 – 2020 term. 

	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	Latest updates on standards development can be found at
http://www.enterprisesg.gov.sg/quality-standards/standards while Singapore Standards can be purchased from http://www.singaporestandardseshop.sg. 

Information on Singapore’s national accreditation programme can be found at http://www.enterprisesg.gov.sg/quality-standards/accreditation

	

	Contact point for further details:
	MTI_APEC@mti.gov.sg 

PPD_enquiry@enterprisesg.gov.sg 

	

	Customs Procedures


	Networked Trade Platform (NTP)

Singapore launched the Networked Trade Platform (NTP) in September 2018.  The NTP is a national trade information management platform that provides the foundation for Singapore to be the world's leading trade, supply chain and trade financing hub. 

NTP connects the trade and logistics community with domestic trade regulatory and trade finance services, as well as acts as the gateway to other countries’ national single windows that are connected to NTP.    


	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	www.customs.gov.sg  

www.ntp.gov.sg 

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Mti_APEC@mti.gov.sg

	

	Intellectual Property Rights


	Provide brief points only

Singapore continues to regard IP enforcement seriously. It is ranked second in the world and top in Asia for having the best IP protection in the World Economic Forum’s Global Competitiveness Report 2019. Singapore is also ranked fourth on the International Property Rights Index 2019.

IP (Border Enforcement) Bill 2018

In 2018, Singapore made legislative changes via the Intellectual Property (Border Enforcement) Bill. These changes strengthen IP border enforcement power.

IP (Dispute Resolution) Bill 2019

In 2019, Singapore made legislative changes via the Intellectual Property (Dispute Resolution) Bill. These changes, among other things, facilitated the arbitration of IP disputes and consolidated most civil IP disputes within the High Court.

	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	Singapore’s IP legislation are available at www.sso.sgc.gov.sg. 
Other guidelines at available via www.ipos.gov.sg

	

	Contact point for further details:
	https://www.ipos.gov.sg/contact 

	

	Competition Policy


	The Competition Commission of Singapore (“CCS”) was established on 1 January 2005 to administer and enforce the Competition Act (the “Act”) (Chapter 50B). On 1 April 2018, CCS was renamed the Competition and Consumer Commission of Singapore (“CCCS”) and took on an additional function of administering the Consumer Protection (Fair Trading) Act (Chapter 52A).

In May 2018, amendments were made to the Competition Act to provide more certainty to businesses and stakeholders by providing for confidential advice for anticipated mergers under the Act and allowing businesses under investigation to provide legally binding commitments for anti-competitive conduct to address and resolve competition concerns arising from the conduct. The interview process during an inspection was also streamlined and simplified, to allow CCCS to conduct its inspections in a more efficient manner, minimising any potential disruption to businesses.

In September 2018, CCCS issued a guidance note to provide airlines with more clarity on the competition assessment of airline alliance agreements. The guidance note will facilitate easier self-assessment of airline alliance agreements.

A Converged Competition Code for the Media and Telecommunication Markets:

With the merger of Infocomm Development Authority and Media Development Authority, the Infocomm Media Development Aurthority (IMDA) conducted a public consultation on 20 Feb 2019 on a proposed converged competition code (“Converged Code”) for the telecommunication and media markets. The Converged Code will streamline requirements to promote competition, encourage market innovation, better protect consumers’ interest and keep pace with the fast-changing digital landscape.

	Provide brief points only

In recent years, the telecommunication and media landscape has evolved rapidly. The availability of high-speed broadband access and advances in new technologies have had significant impact on businesses and industries, as well as on the way services are provided to, and consumed by the public. As these new business models transcend markets and geographic boundaries, IMDA recognises that both domestic and international coordination will be required to better manage competition concerns. While IMDA continues to monitor these developments in the digital economy, IMDA will ensure that the competition frameworks for the telecommunication and media markets remain applicable and fit for purpose.



	Website for further information:  
	www.cccs.gov.sg  

https://www.imda.gov.sg/regulations-and-licensing/Regulations/consultations/Consultation-Papers/2019/consultation-for-converged-competition-code 


	

	Contact point for further details:
	https://www.cccs.gov.sg/about-cccs/contact-us 

Teo Wee Guan

Senior Director (International, Communications & Planning Division)

Competition and Consumer Commission of Singapore   

teo_wee_guan@cccs.gov.sg 
Yvette Yoong

Deputy Director (International, Communications & Planning Division)

Competition and Consumer Commission of Singapore   

yvette_yoong@cccs.gov.sg 
For IMDA: consultation@imda.gov.sg 


	

	Government Procurement


	Use of Electronic Online Platform for Government Procurement

GeBIZ is the Singapore government's one-stop e-procurement portal. All the public sector's invitations for quotations and tenders are posted on GeBIZ. Suppliers can search for government procurement opportunities, download tender documents, and submit their bids online.

GeBIZ allows any supplier to access public sector business opportunities anywhere and anytime with just an Internet connection.


	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	www.gebiz.gov.sg 

 
	

	Contact point for further details:
	MTI_APEC@MTI.GOV.SG; 
mof_qsm@mof.gov.sg    


	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	Provide brief points only

Open Electricity Market 

Singapore has fully liberalised its retail electricity market with the Open Electricity Market initiative. Currently, households and businesses enjoy choice and flexibility in their electricity purchase options, while receiving the same reliable electricity supply through the national power grid.


	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	https://www.ema.gov.sg/openelectricitymarket.aspx 

	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	Singapore’s Rules of Origin (ROO) comply with the disciplines set out in Article II of the WTO Agreement on ROO. Singapore will continue to participate in the review of the harmonised ROO at the WTO and implement the changes adopted.


	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Dispute Mediation


	On 7 August 2019, Singapore hosted the signing ceremony for the United Nations Convention on International Settlement Agreements Resulting from Mediation (“the Singapore Convention on Mediation”), which facilitates international trade and commerce by enabling disputing parties to easily enforce and invoke settlement agreements across borders. Singapore is one of 52 countries that have signed the Singapore Convention on Mediation as of 28 January 2020


	

	Website for further information:  
	https://www.singaporeconvention.org 

https://www.mlaw.gov.sg/news/press-releases/ 


	

	Contact point for further details:
	https://eservices.mlaw.gov.sg/enquiry/ 

	

	Mobility of Business People


	Provide brief points only
Nil
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Official websites that gather economies’ information


	Provide brief points only

	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Transparency


	Singapore’s laws and regulations are published online at:

Home - Singapore Statutes Online
www.customs.gov.sg 

Additional information can be found at the APEC Trade Repository and the Singapore page in the WTO website 

https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/countries_e/singapore_e.htm
APEC Trade Repository

	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	As above
	

	Contact point for further details:
	MTI_APEC@mti.gov.sg 
	


	RTAs/FTAs  



	
	

	- Description of current 

  agreements


	Please click on the hyperlinks to the respective agreements. Improvements to existing agreements are also provided.  

https://www.enterprisesg.gov.sg/non-financial-assistance/for-singapore-companies/free-trade-agreements/ftas/singapore-ftas 

Bilateral FTAs : Agreements signed between Singapore and a single trading partner

· China-Singapore Free Trade Agreement (CSFTA)
· https://www.mti.gov.sg/-/media/MTI/Newsroom/Press-Releases/2019/10/Press-release---China-Singapore-Free-Trade-Agreement-Upgrade-Protocol-Enters-into-Force.pdf 
· European Union-Singapore Free Trade Agreement (EUSFTA)
· India-Singapore Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA)
· Japan-Singapore Economic Partnership Agreement (JSEPA)
· Korea-Singapore Free Trade Agreement (KSFTA)
· New Zealand-Singapore Comprehensive Economic Partnership (ANZSCEP)
· https://www.mti.gov.sg/-/media/MTI/Newsroom/Press-Releases/2019/12/Press-Release-on-the-entry-into-force-of-upgraded-ANZSCEP.pdf 
· Panama-Singapore Free Trade Agreement (PSFTA)
· Peru-Singapore Free Trade Agreement (PeSFTA)
· Singapore-Australia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA)
· https://www.mti.gov.sg/-/media/MTI/Newsroom/Press-Releases/2017/12/Singapore-and-Australia-ratify-upgraded-free-trade-agreement/press-release-on-ratification-of-the-singapore-australia-free-trade-agreement-1-dec-2017.pdf 
· Singapore-Costa Rica Free Trade Agreement (SCRFTA)
· Singapore-Jordan Free Trade Agreement (SJFTA)
· Sri Lanka - Singapore Free Trade Agreement (SLSFTA)
· Agreement between Singapore and the Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu on Economic Partnership (ASTEP) See  ASTEP | Overview | Enterprise Singapore
· Turkey-Singapore Free Trade Agreement (TRSFTA)
· United States-Singapore Free Trade Agreement (USSFTA)


	
	Regional FTAs: Agreements signed between Singapore and a group of trading partners

· ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Area (AANZFTA)
· ASEAN-China Free Trade Area (ACFTA)
· ASEAN-Hong Kong, China Free Trade Area (AHKFTA)
· ASEAN-India Free Trade Area (AIFTA)
· ASEAN-Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership (AJCEP)
· ASEAN-Korea Free Trade Area (AKFTA)
· ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA)
· Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)
· EFTA-Singapore Free Trade Agreement (ESFTA)
· GCC-Singapore Free Trade Agreement (GSFTA)
· Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership (TPSEP)


	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1
Eurasian Economic Union - Singapore Free Trade Agreement (EAEU) 

for Services and Investments only


	https://www.mti.gov.sg/-/media/MTI/Newsroom/Press-Releases/2019/09/Press-release-on-EAEUSFTA-signing.pdf   

https://www.mti.gov.sg/-/media/MTI/Newsroom/Press-Releases/2016/10/Launch-of-the-Joint-Feasibility-Study-of-the-Eurasian-Economic-Union-Singapore-Free-Trade-Agreement/press-release-for-eaeu-spore-fta-joint-feasibility-study-final.pdf 



	
	Agreement #2
Pacific Alliance - Singapore Free Trade Agreement


	https://www.mti.gov.sg/-/media/MTI/Newsroom/Press-Releases/2018/07/Singapore-reaffirms-relations-with-Mexico-and-the-Pacific-Alliance/singapore-reaffirms-relations-with-mexico-and-the-pacific-alliance.pdf 



	
	Agreement #3
Singapore and MERCOSUR Free Trade Agreement


	https://www.mti.gov.sg/-/media/MTI/Newsroom/Press-Releases/2018/07/Singapore-and-MERCOSUR-launch-negotiations-for-Free-Trade-Agreement/singapore-and-mercosur-launch-negotiations-for-fta---24-jul-2018.pdf 


	
	Agreement #4
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

	Joint Leaders Statement (4 November 2019)
https://asean.org/storage/2019/11/FINAL-RCEP-Joint-Leaders-Statement-for-3rd-RCEP-Summit.pdf 

	- Future plans


	

	Website for further information:  
	

	Contact point for further details:
	


	Other voluntary reporting areas


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	Digital Economy Partnership Agreement (Chile, New Zealand and Singapore)

Announcment on the substantial conclusion of the negotiations for the Digital Economy Partnership Agreement (DEPA) (21 Jan 2020)
https://www.mti.gov.sg/-/media/MTI/Newsroom/Press-Releases/2020/01/Joint-press-release---Conclusion-of-Digital-Economy-Partnership-Agreement---21-Jan.pdf 

Singapore – Australia have launched negotiations on a Digital Economy Agreement (12 Oct 2019)

https://www.mti.gov.sg/-/media/MTI/Newsroom/Press-Releases/2019/10/Press-Release-on-Spore-Australia-DEA.pdf 

Foreign entry into legal services
In 2012, the legislative framework for collaborations between Singapore and foreign law practices was enhanced, to allow Singapore law practices greater flexibility to collaborate with foreign law practices. 

Foreign lawyers may now take a greater profit share in Singapore law practices, up to a maximum of one-third in the Singapore law practice (increased from 25% under the previous framework), subject to approval. 

Foreign law practice entities, including those based overseas, may now also directly take profit and equity share in the Singapore law practice up to the same one-third cap, subject to approval.

Lawyers who are partners or directors in the respective law practices involved in these collaborations may hold concurrent partnership or directorship positions in the law practices, subject to approval.

In 2015, the Legal Profession Act was amended to permit non-lawyer employees of law practices to become partners, directors or shareholders in, or share in up to 25% of the profits of, their law practices, subject to approval. Previously, this was not permitted. Such non-lawyer employees are registered as “regulated non-practitioners” under the Act. There is no nationality pre-requisite to be a regulated non-practitioner.

Streamlining regulation

In 2015, the office of the Director of Legal Services was established under the Legal Profession Act. The Ministry of Law set up the the Legal Services Regulatory Authority (“LSRA”) to support the DLS. 

The LSRA took over the administration of certain regulatory functions which were previously undertaken separately by the Attorney-General Chambers’ Legal Profession Secretariat and the Law Society of Singapore. These regulatory functions include the licensing of law practices and regulation of business criteria (e.g. foreign ownership and profit-sharing in Singapore law practices), and the registration of foreign lawyers and regulated non-practitioners in Singapore. 


	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	


� Economies assessed in 2010, on the achievement of the Bogor Goals: APEC industrialized economies: Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, and the United States, and volunteer developing economies: Chile; Hong Kong, China; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; Peru; Singapore and Chinese Taipei. 






