
Viet Nam’s 2008
APEC INDIVIDUAL ACTION PLAN: THE APEC FOOD SYSTEM CHAPTER

	Chapter
	Summary of IAP entry:

	1.  Tariffs
	Promulgation of Decision 106/2007/QD-BTC dated 20/12/2008 on Export Tariff Schedule, Preferential Import Tariff Schedule (Refer to Current Status column)  

In the implementation process of tariff reduction for imports of agriculture produce – food products from ASEAN member countries to 0-5% in 2006 for items in the IL and TEL; 

According to Decision 106/2007/QĐ-BTC dated 20/12/2008 on Export Tariff Schedule, Preferential Import Schedule:  Import tariff for food-related products is all below 30% with the exception of egg, sugar (import tariff of 40%).  Reduction roadmap is in accordance with commitments under the WTO.



	2.  Non-tariff measures
	Promulgation of Decision 104/QD-TTg on the issuance of absolute export tariff for rice export.  This plan is considered for implementation.

Tariff Quota is applied for foodstuffs: salt, poultry egg, refined sugar and raw sugar; 

Export – Import Right: Business people in economic sectors is allowed to export rice, goods (Decree 12/2006/ND-CP dated 23/1/2006 of the Government)

Viet Nam encourages  all economic sectors, local and foreign businesses to invest in the field of production, foodstuff businesses (Law on Investment is effective starting 1/7/2006); 

There is no discrimination between local and foreign invested businesses in the field of production, foodstuff businesses (2006 Law on Enterprise effectively on 1/7/2006)

On 21/7/2008, Prime Minister issued Decision 104/2008/QD-TTg on the Absolute Export Tariff for rice export.  This plan is being considered for implementation.


	3. Services
	Refer to Chapter on Services


	4.  Investment
	Refer to Chapter on Investment


	5.  Standards and Conformance
	Implementation of Viet Nam’s commitments on TBT under the WTO:

· Viet Nam is committed to implement TBT obligation since joining the WTO; 

· Viet Nam has established National Notification and Enquiry Point on Standards Measurement and Quality (Viet Nam TBT Office) since 2003 in STAMEQ – Ministry of Science and Technology; 

· Viet Nam TBT Network is established including Notification and Enquiry Point in 10 Ministries (MARD, Construction, Telecommunication and Information, Environment and Natural Resources, Transportation, Health, Industry and Trade, Labour Invalid and Social Affairs, Culture Information and Tourism, Science and Technology), Notification and Enquiry Points in 63 provinces country wide.

· 4 notifications of Viet Nam on Standards and Conformance were submitted to WTO Secretariat. 

· Viet Nam is a member of ISO, IEC, OIML;

· Law on Standards and Technical Regulation is recently promulgated; Law on Product and Goods Quality is effective;     these Laws are in compliant with basic principles of WTO/TBT Agreement.

· In the process of drafting Law on Measurement 

SPS
Implementation of Vietnam’s commitments on SPS under the WTO:

· Viet Nam is committed to implement SPS obligations since joining the WTO;

· Viet Nam has established SPS Notification and Enquiry Point since 2005 at the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD); 

· Viet Nam’s SPS Network (MARD: SPS Office – Department of International Relations, NAFIQAVED, Department of Animal Health; Ministry of Science and Technology – STAMEQ; Ministry of Industry and Trade:  Department of Science and Technology, Department of Multilateral Trade Policy, Department of Exports – Imports, Department of Market Management).  Address:  www.spsvietnam.gov.vn.

· Viet Nam is a member of OIE, CODEX, IPPC, UPOV;

· Standards, regulations on foodstuffs are formulated on the basis of those of CODEX, OIE and IPPC;

· Viet GAP for vegetables and tea; application of ASEAN GAP, Gaqp, Global GAP in production is promulgated.  GMP, GHP, HACCP are applied in processing.



	6.  Customs Procedures
	Refer to Chapter on Customs Procedure

	7.  Intellectual Property Rights
	Refer to Chapter on Intellectual Property Rights


	8.  Competition Policy
	Refer to Chapter on Competition Policy


	9.  Government Procurement
	Refer to Chapter on Government Procurement


	
10.  Deregulation/ Regulatory Review
	
Refer to Chapter on Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	11.  Implementation of WTO Obligations / Rules of Origin
	Refer to Chapter on Implementation of WTO Obligations



	12.  Dispute Mediation
	Refer to Chapter on Mediation


	13.  Mobility of Business People
	Refer to Chapter on Mobility of Business People


	14.  Information Gathering and Analysis
	Refer to Chapter on Information Gathering and Analysis


