ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a:1): Business Services: Legal

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	No Improvement 

	· With regards to lawyer firms, licenses for branch establishment and operation are required.

· With regards to lawyers, addition decision to the list of foreign lawyers of the branch is required.
For more information, please contact:

International Law – International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Justice

25a Cat Linh Str., Hanoi, Vietnam

Fax: (844) 843 1431


	No further improvement planned



	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	More advanced regulations in comparison with previous documents are reflected in the Decision No. 87/2003/ND-CP dated 22 July, 2003, which serve as a basis to facilitate professional operations of foreign lawyer organization in Vietnam, particularly:

-Decreasing requirements in granting licenses to foreign lawyers who wish to practice legal consulting in Vietnam.

-Simplifying administrative procedures in relation to issuance of licenses for branches establishment of foreign law firms in Vietnam.

- Providing for foreign lawyers working in foreign legal consulting organizations in Vietnam and in Vietnamese partnership law firms of Vietnam.

- Conditions and procedures in granting licenses for foreign lawyers in Vietnam will be provided in a more simplified and convenient way.


	With regards foreign lawyer firms:

According to the Decree No.92/CP, 

1- The Ministry of Justice shall consider and grant licenses for establishing branches in Vietnam to foreign law firms which meet the following requirements:

- Having foreign clients investing and/or doing business in Vietnam;

· Having a good reputation in legal consulting practices;

· Having goodwill towards the State of Vietnam;

· Having a feasible plan of operation and undertaking to fulfil its obligations in accordance with the statutory provisions of  Vietnam;

· Having physical facilities necessary for its operation.

2- Lawyers of foreign law firms practicing in Vietnam should meet the following requirements:

· Holding license of legal consulting practice issued by a foreign authorized body;

· Not being under investigation and prosecution for criminal liability, serving a sentence or having a conviction record which has not been expunged; and

-    Having goodwill towards the State of Vietnam.

-   Chief-lawyer of the branch of foreign lawyer firms in Vietnam must have at least 5-year experience in practicing legal consulting.
For more information, please contact:

International Law – International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Justice

58-60 Tran Phu Str., Hanoi, Vietnam

Fax: (844) 843 1431
For more information, please contact:

International Law – International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Justice

58-60 Tran Phu Str., Hanoi, Vietnam

Fax: (844) 843 1431
	No further improvement planned



	Foreign Entry


	Regarding foreign entry in providing legal services, Decision No. 87/2003/ND-CP dated 22 July, 2003 has many more advanced and new regulations in comparison with the previous documents, particularly:

-Planning to remove limitations on the number of branches of foreign law firms in Vietnam

-Expanding operating forms of foreign law firms in  Vietnam


	Foreign law firms are only permitted to operate in Vietnam in the form of branches or  partnership with Vietnamese enterprises. Each foreign lawyer firm is allowed to establish 2 branches in Vietnam.

Branches of foreign lawyer organization in Vietnam are allowed to cooperate with legal consulting organizations to practice legal consulting in Vietnam.

For more information, please contact:

International Law – International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Justice

58-60 Tran Phu Str., Hanoi, Vietnam

Fax: (844) 843 1431
	-    No plan to change yet.



	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	Decree No. 87/2003/ND-CP dated July 22, 2003 has regulation to extend the scope of operation of foreign law firms in Vietnam, particularly:

- Foreign law firms are only permitted to operate in the form of:  branches of foreign law firm, foreign law firm, partnership between foreign law firms and Vietnamese Law Partnership;

- Permitting foreign lawyer organizations operating in Vietnam to hire Vietnamese lawyers

	Foreign law firms are only permitted to operate in the form of branches

Expanding the scope of activities of foreign lawyers in Vietnam in the way that foreign lawyers are permitted to practice consulting on Vietnamese law and international law in all legal areas, excepting consulting on Vietnamese law and not permitted to participate in legal proceedings before Vietnamese courts.

Branches of foreign law firms in Vietnam are not allowed to hire Vietnamese lawyers to work in their branches;

Operation duration of their branches in Vietnam is 5 years, since the date of license signed, and can be extended not over 5 years each time.
For more information, please contact:

International Law – International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Justice

58-60 Tran Phu Str., Hanoi

Fax: (844) 843 1431
	-   No plan to change yet


