	Chapter 11 : Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs)

	 

Objectives

 

APEC economies will ensure full and effective implementation of Uruguay Round outcomes within the agreed time frame in a manner fully consistent with the letter and the spirit of the WTO Agreement.

 

On Rules of Origin, APEC economies will: 

 

a. a.                   ensure full compliance with internationally harmonized rules of origin to be adopted in relevant international fora; and

 

b. b.                  ensure that their respective rules of origin are prepared and applied in an impartial, transparent and neutral manner.
 

	 

Guidelines

 

On WTO Agreements:

 

a. a.                   Each APEC economy which is a WTO member will fully and faithfully implement its respective Uruguay Round commitments. 

 

b. b.                  Each APEC economy which is in the process of acceding to the WTO Agreement may participate in APEC Uruguay Round implementation actions through voluntary steps to liberalize its respective trade and investment regimes consistent with the WTO Agreement.

 

c. c.                   Each APEC economy will, on a voluntary basis, accelerate the implementation of Uruguay Round outcomes and deepen and broaden these.
 

On Rules of Origin:

 

Each APEC economy will:

 

a. a.                   align its respective rules of origin with internationally harmonized rules of origin to be adopted as a result of the WTO/WCO process; and

 

b. b.                   ensure predictable and consistent application of rules of origin.
 

	 

Collective Actions

 

APEC economies will:

 

a. a.                   utilize on an on-going basis Uruguay Round implementation seminars and other appropriate means to:

i.                      i.                  improve APEC economies' understanding of provisions in the WTO Agreement and obligations thereunder;

ii.                    ii.                  identify operational problems encountered in implementation of the WTO Agreement and areas in which APEC economies may require technical assistance; and

iii.                   iii.                  explore cooperative efforts to provide such technical assistance in implementation; 

 

b. b.                  consider implementation of suggestions for follow-on work from Uruguay Round implementation seminars; and 

 

c. c.                   undertake technical assistance based on discussion at the above seminars, including cooperative training projects targeted at prevalent implementation problems to be undertaken in conjunction with the WTO Secretariat and other relevant international institutions.

 

On Rules of Origin

 

APEC economies will:

 

a. a.                   gather information on APEC economies’ respective rules of origin, both non-preferential and preferential, and operation thereof without duplicating WTO work in this area, exchange views and develop a compendium of rules of origin for the use of the business/private sector; 

 

b. b.                  facilitate, complement and accelerate, in the short term, WTO/WCO work on harmonization of non-preferential rules of origin; and

 

c. c.                   study in due course the implication of rules of origin on the free flow of trade and investment, with a view to identifying, in the longer term, both positive and negative aspects and effects of rules of origin related practices. 

 

The current CAP relating to Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc Rules of Origin) can be found in the WTO Implementation  Collective Action Plan and Rules of Origin Collective Action Plan

 

	 

Thailand’s Approach to Implementation of WTO Obligations and Rules of Origin in 2009
 


Thailand remains firmly committed to the creation of an open and fair multilateral trading system.  As such,  Thailand will continue to support the WTO multilateral trading process and remains steadfast to the implementation of all WTO provisions and obligations and the Doha Development Agenda.  In this connection,  Thailand has also worked closely with the member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),  the Asia-Europe Meetings (ASEM),  and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) to ensure that activities and schemes of these regional arrangements are consistent with WTO multilateral rule-based system.

            Thailand does not have non-preferential rules of origin for imports and exports.  Thailand will continue to participate actively in the WCO,  WTO,  and WCO Technical Committee on the Rules of Origin and devise schemes to ensure the harmonization,  improvement,  and simplification of non-preferential rules of 

 

 

             origin,  as well as the smooth implementation of the WTO harmonized rules of origin.  In this connection,  Thailand has established a Committee and Sub-Committee on Rules of Origin,  which are both under the purview of the Customs Department,  to review the progress of these undertakings and align the rules of origin.  

 


 

	Thailand’s Approach to Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs) in 2009

	Section

 
	Obligations Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Status of WTO Obligations Implementation
	Further Implementation Planned

	 

WTO Agreement,

Annex 1A

(Goods)

 

 
	 

Thailand has implemented all WTO obligations since the last IAP.

 

Thailand removed LCR in the manufacture of ready-to-drink milk in 2003

 
	 

- Thailand has fully implemented the Uruguay Round Final Schedule on tariff concession.

 

- On Agriculture,  Thailand has progressively reduced tariffs on 748 items,  which must be reduced by 24 % by 2004 as scheduled.  Also,  in place of non-tariff barriers,  Thailand now applied tariff quotas for 23 items.

 

- Under the TBT and SPS Agreements, Thailand has made 255 and 103 notifications,  respectively,  to the WTO on the applications of TBT and SPS measures in various products during 1995-2004.  And in Jan-Aug 2005, 7 more notifications were made under the TBT Agreement and 13 more notifications were made under the SPS Agreements. The agencies responsible for TBT are the Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI), Ministry of Industry (on food and industrial products) and the National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards (ACFS), Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives (on agricultural products). For SPS, the agency responsible is the ACFS.
 

- All TRIMs have been removed by 31 December 1999.  However,  due to the economic crisis, Thailand has requested and gained the approval from the WTO for an extension for the use of the TRIMs or Local Content Requirement (LCR) for the manufacturing of ready-to-drink milk until the 31 December 2003.  Thailand removed such exception in 2003. 

 

For more information, please contact:  wipaweew@moc.go.th 

 

- Thailand has already notified the two legislation relating to customs valuation systems, namely the Customs Act (No.17) B.E. 2543 and Ministerial Regulations No.132 (B.E. 2543), to the WTO since 17 July 2003.

 

- Furthermore, in reviewing of laws and regulations relating to customs procedure and valuation, the Thai Customs Department proposed  to amend the Ministerial Regulation No. 132 (B.E. 2543) and other regulations to ensure the best facilitation to trade. The new additional Customs Department codes of conducts have already been enforced since 1 October 2003. In 2004 Thailand finally passed the Ministerial Regulation No. 145 (B.E. 2547), which amends the Ministerial Regulation No. 132 (B.E. 2543) in order to enhance the implementation of Article VII of the GATT 1994, to increase transparency and raise the standard in customs valuation practice, and to serve as the basis for bilateral and multilateral trade negotiations. The amendment includes for example, allowing importers to request for consultation, reasons, and written notification of the method determining the customs value when transaction value method is inapplicable, revising the definition of “price actually paid or payable”, and adopting the interpretative notes in Annex I and Annex III of the Agreement on Implementation of Article VII of the GATT 1994 as a part in determining the customs value.

 

- Recently, the Customs Department set up the Joint Customs Consultative Committee (JCCC) consisting of representatives from both the Thai Customs Department and the Private Sector. The purpose of the committee is to provide the opportunities for the private sector to make comments regarding the enforced laws and regulations and enhance customs transparency.

 

For more detail information:  http://www.customs.go.th  100340@customs.go.th ,chets@moc.go.th

 
	 

- Thailand has continued to reduce domestic support on agriculture,  which must be reduced from 22,000 million Baht to 19,000 million Baht by 2004.

- Abolition of Article 11 bis of the Customs Act (No.17) B.E. 2543 is in the process of approval from the Council of State.

 

	 

WTO Agreement,

Annex 1B

(Services)

 

 
	 

Thailand has implemented all WTO obligations since the last IAP.

 

 
	 

Thailand has met all its commitments under the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS).  Altogether,  Thailand has made commitments to liberalize 10 services sectors covering over one hundred activities.  Thailand revised offer which is in the development process will be submitted in the near future and such offer will broaden and deepen the scope of commitments in several areas.

For more information, please contact:   sakarns@moc.go.th
 
	 

Following the passage of the Telecom Act 2001, the Thai government will continue to fulfil the obligation to liberalize basic telecommunication services under the GATS by 2006.

 

	 

WTO Agreement,

Annex 1C

(IPR)

 

 
	 

Thailand has implemented all WTO obligations since the last IAP.

 
	 

To accommodate the TRIPS Agreement,  Thailand has successfully amended and enacted all related IP laws: the Patent Act, the Copyright Act, the Trademark Act, the Protection of Layout Design of Integrated Circuits Act, the Protection of Plants Variety Act, the Trade Secret Act, and the Protection of Geographical Indication Act.

For more information, please contact: chets@moc.go.th                                                                    kawinn@moc.go.th
 
	 

To ensure that the Copyright Act is update enough to capture the rapid change in information technology, Thailand is currently amending the Copyright Act. The amendment is in the process of approval from the Ministry of Commerce.

 

Further, to provide better protection against copyright violation, Thailand also enacts a new copyright-related law controlling the production of CD product. It will be effective by the end of August 2005.

 

	 

WTO Plurilateral Agreements

 

 
	 

Not applicable
	 

Thailand is not a party to any WTO plurilateral agreements
	 

Not applicable

	 

WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations

 

 
	 

Thailand is a member of the Ministerial Declaration on Trade in Information Technology Products (ITA-1) and has no new obligations.

 
	 

As of 1 January 2005, Thailand has fully implemented the ITA-1 commitment in which import duties of all ITA-1 products (280 tariff lines) were eliminated.

 

 
	 

Thailand is committed to the NTMs Work Program so as to identify and remove all non-tariff measures.

 

	 

Other WTO Obligations

 
	 

Not applicable
	 

Thailand has no additional WTO obligations.
	 

Not applicable

	 

Voluntary action to accelerate implementation of WTO Agreement

 

 
	 

Not applicable
	 

Under the TBT and SPS Agreements, Thailand has made 255 and 103 notifications,  respectively,  to the WTO on the applications of TBT and SPS measures in various products during 1995-2004.  And in Jan-Aug 2005, 7 more notifications were made under the TBT Agreement and 13 more notifications were made under the SPS Agreements. The agencies responsible for TBT are the Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI), Ministry of Industry (on food and industrial products) and the National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards (ACFS), Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives (on agricultural products). For SPS, the agency responsible is the ACFS.
 

- In accordance with the Agreement on Implementation of Article VII of the GATT 1994,  Thailand has amended the two legislatures relating to customs valuation system to enhance transparency and efficient in exports and imports and thus facilitate trade.  These include;  the General Provision of the Custom Tariff Decree B.E. 2530 and the Custom Act (No.17) B.E. 2543,  which were enacted on 17 February and 8 March 2000,  respectively.  Even though these legislatures were enacted later than the application deadline,  they are retroactive from 1 January 2000.

 

- Thailand has notified to the WTO of the new Anti-dumping and Countervailing Act,  which was enacted in 1999,  in order to inject greater transparency in the usage,  the protection of domestic industries from abuses of the measures, and the promotion of a free and fair trade and business environment.

For more detail information:     

chirathi@moc.go.th
 
	 

Not applicable

	 

Rules of Origin

 

 
	 

Thailand has implemented all WTO obligations since the last IAP.  

 
	 

- Thailand does not have non-preferential ROOs for imports and exports.

 

- Thailand has participated actively in the WCO,  WTO,  and WCO Technical Committee on the Rules of Origin and devise schemes to ensure the harmonization,  improvement,  and simplification of both preferential and non-preferential ROOs as well as the smooth implementation of the WTO harmonized rules of origin.  In this connection,  Thailand is also a member of the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA),  in which a product shall be deemed to be originating from ASEAN member states if at least 40 per cent of its content originate from a member state.

- In order to review the progress of all related ROOs schemes,  Thailand has has Rules of Origin Division which is under the purview of the Customs Department.

 

For more information, please contact:   n_diskul@moc.go.th, 

natina@idn.co.th

 
	 

Rules of Origin Division is currently reviewing the progress of ROOs.


 
	Thailand’s Implementation of WTO Obligations since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	 

WTO Agreement,

Annex 1A

(Goods)

 
	 

Under the Uruguay Round Agreement,  Thailand is committed to implement the various WTO Agreements within the agreed timeframe as well as requires to submit notifications as specificied the various Agreements.  

The Agreements include:

- Agreement on Agriculture

- Agreement on Textiles and Clothing

- Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade

- Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary

  Measures

- Agreement on Import Licensing Procedures

- Agreement on Preshipment Inspecition

- Agreement on Rules of Origin

- Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures

- Agreement on Safeguard

- Agreement on Trade-Related Investment Measures

- Agreement on Implementation of Article VI of the General

  Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994

- Agreement on Implementation of Article VII of the General

  Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994 (Custom Valuation)

 

 
	 

- Thailand has fully implemented the Uruguay Round Final Schedule on tariff concession.

- On Agriculture, Thailand has progressively reduced tariffs on 748 items, which must be reduced by 24 % by 2004 as scheduled.  Also, in place of non-tariff barriers, Thailand now applied tariff quotas for 23 items.  Moreover, Thailand has continued to reduce domestic support which must be reduced from 22,000 million Baht to 19,000 million Baht by 2004.

- Thailand has removed all TRIMs,  with exception to LCR in the manufacturing of ready-to-drink milk which Thailand has gained the approval from the WTO for an extention until 31 December 2003.  Thailand removed such exception in 2003.

- Under the TBT and SPS Agreements,  Thailand has made 262 and 116 notifications,  respectively,  to the WTO on the applications of TBT and SPS measures. 

 - Thailand has notified to the WTO of the new Anti-dumping and Countervailing Act which was enacted in 1999 in order to inject greater transparency in their usage,  protect domestic industry from abuses of the measures,  and promote a free and fair trade and business environment.

- Thailand has amended the two legislation relating to custom valuation system;  the General Provision of the Custom Tariff Decree B.E. 2530 and the Custom Act (No.17) B.E. 2543,  which were enacted on 17 February and 8 March 2000,  respectively. 

 

	 

WTO Agreement,

Annex 1B

(Services)

 

 
	 

As a WTO Member,  Thailand is obliged to the commitments under the GATS Agreement.

 

For more information, please contact:   sakarns@moc.go.th
	 

Thailand has met all its commitments under the GATS.  Altogether,  Thailand has made commitments to liberalize 10 service sectors covering over one hundred activities. Moreover,  the Telecom Act was passed by the National Assembly in October 2001 in order to fulfil the obligation to liberalize basic telecommunication services by 2006.

 

 

	 

WTO Agreement,

Annex 1C

(IPR)

 

 
	 

As a WTO Member,  Thailand is obliged to amend and enact IP laws and regulations so as to provide sufficient IP protection in accordance with the TRIPS standards.

 

For more information:   http://www.ipthailand.org/,

kawinn@moc.go.th
 
	 

Since the end of the Uruguay Round, Thailand has revised and enacted several laws to comply with the Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs).  Thus, the Thai Government has passed the following legislation:

 - The Copyright Act, which entered into force in 1995

 - The Patent Act, which was amended in 1999

 - The Protection of Plant Varieties Act, which came into force 

    in December 1999

 - The Trademark Act, which was revised and entered into 

   force at the end of June 2000

 - The Act to Protect Topographies of Integrated Circuits, 

   which came into force on August 10, 2000

 - The Trade Secrets Act, which came into force in 2002

 - The Geographical Indications Act, which came into force in 

   2003

 

	 

WTO Plurilateral Agreements

 

 
	 

Thailand is not a member to WTO Plurilateral Agreements.
	 

Not Applicable

	 

WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations

 

 
	 

Thailand is a member of the Ministerial Declaration on Trade in Information Technology Products (ITA-1),  and has no new obligation

 
	 

Thailand has fully implemented the ITA-1 commitment in which import duties of all ITA-1 products (280 tariff lines) were eliminated. Moreover,  Thailand is committed to the NTMs Work Program so as to identify and remove all non-tariff measures.

 

	 

Other WTO Obligations

 

 
	 

Thailand had no other WTO obligations that must be implemented.
	 

Since 1996,  there have been no other WTO obligations that Thailand has been required to meet.

	 

Voluntary action to accelerate implementation of WTO Agreement

 

 
	 

Since 1996,  when Thailand became the member of the WTO, Thailand has remained firmly committed to the creation of an open and fairer multilateral trading system.  As such,  Thailand has supported the WTO multilateral trading process and remains steadfast to the implementation of all WTO provisions and obligations and the Doha Development Agenda.  As shown above,  Thailand has amended and enacted several laws and regulations not only to open the domestic markets but also to facilitate the full and effective implementation of WTO Agreements.

 
	 

Since 1996,  among others,  the steps which have been taken to facilitate the implementation of WTO Agreements include:

- Under the TBT and SPS Agreements,  Thailand has made 262 and 116 notifications,  respectively,  to the WTO on the applications of TBT and SPS measures.  

- The introduction and notification to the WTO of the new Anti-dumping and Countervailing Act which was enacted in 1999. 

- The full participation in the WCO,  WTO,  and WTO Technical Committee on the Rules of Origin and devise schemes to ensure the smooth implementation of the WTO harmonized rules of origin.

- Thailand has amended the Trademark Act in 2000, and the Patent Act in 1999 and also enacted the Copyright Act B.E. 2537 (1994), the Plant Varieties Protection Act B.E. 2542 (1999), the Protection of Layout Designs of Integrated Circuits Act B.E. 2543 (2000), the Trade Secrets Act B.E. 2545 (2002), and the Protection of Geographical Indications Act B.E. 2546 (2003).

- The amendment the two legislation relating to custom valuation system:  the General Provision of the Custom Tariff Decree B.E. 2530 and the Custom Act (No.17) B.E. 2543.

- The enactment of a new Foreign Business Law and a Trade Competition Act in 1999 so as to promote foreign direct investment and fair business practices.

 

	 

Rules of Origin

 

 
	 

Thailand did not have non-preferential rules of origin for imports and exports.  

 

For more information:  http://www.dft.moc.go.th,                                      n_diskul@moc.go.th,  natina@idn.co.th
 
	 

Thailand has and will continue to participate actively in the WCO,  WTO,  and WTO Technical Committee on the Rules of Origin and devise schemes to ensure the harmonization,  improvement,  and simplification of both preferential and non-preferential rules of origin as well as the smooth implementation of the WTO harmonized rules of origin.  And in order to review the progress of these undertakings and align the rules of origin,  Thailand has established a Committee and Sub-Committee on Rules of Origin which are both under the purview of the Custom Department.

 


 

