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	Chapter 3 (i) : Tourism and Travel Related Services

	Section
	Improvements Implemented since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements
	In accordance with decrees of the Government of Russian Federation No. 326 dated 30 June 2004 “Matters of the Federal Agency for Physical Training, Sport and Tourism" the matters of state control and licensing of tourism activity in the country are brought to the competence of the Federal Agency for Physical Training, Sport and Tourism (Rossport).
	Regulation of tourism activity in the Russian Federation is carried out in accordance with the general civilian legislation, including the Federal Laws “On Foundations of Tourism Activity in the Russian Federation”, “On Protection of Consumer Rights”, “On Licensing of Some Types of Activities”.

Rossport of Russia conducts control on tourism activity guided by the Concept of Tourism Development in Russian Federation for the period up to 2005 which was approved by the order of the Government of Russian Federation No.954-р dated 11 July 2002.
	

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers
	
	On 10 February 2002 the Federal Law “On Licensing of Some Types of Activities” came into force. In this connection licensing of international tourism activity which existed before was cancelled and licensing of tourist operator and tourist agency activities as introduced.
Licensing of tourist operator and tourist agency activities is currently carried out in accordance with the decree of the Government of the Russian Federation No.95 dated 11 February 2002 “Оn Approval of Regulations for Licensing of Tourist Operator and Tourist Agency Activities”.
To obtain licenses for tourist operator activity in accordance with the regulations the company director is obliged to have at least 5 years` experience in tourism, higher, specialized secondary or specialized education in tourism, the company staff must consist of at least 7 employees, 30% of personnel must have at least 5 years` experience in tourism, or higher, specialized secondary or specialized education.
Director of a tourist agency must have higher, specialized secondary education in tourism and the record of service in tourism at least 3 years, 20 % of personnel must have either the record of service in tourism at least 3 years or additional tourism education.

Certification of tourist services is voluntary in the Russian Federation.

Professional development of tourist operator and tourist agency personnel is required at least once every 3 years.
	Introduction of financial guaranties for tourist operators is planned .

	Foreign Entry


	
	No restrictions.
	

	Discriminatory Treatment/MFN

	
	No restrictions.
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