ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a:1): Business Services: Legal

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	No change

	All sectors are subject to the measures outlined in the “General Approach to Trade in Services” section.  

The following Acts and associated regulations apply to all services sectors and establish parameters for general business practise in New Zealand.

The Companies Act 1993

Employment Relations Act 2000

Health and Safety in Employment Act 1992

Commerce Act 1986

Consumer Guarantees Act 1993

Fair Trading Act 1986

Resource Management Act 1991

Local Government Act 1974

The Law Practitioners Act 1982 regulates the practise of law in New Zealand.  S.17 of the Act permits the Council of the New Zealand Law Society to further formulate a set of rules relating to the professional practice, conduct, and discipline of practitioners.

For further details about regulation of the legal profession in New Zealand and copies of the Rules of Professional Conduct for Barrister and Solicitors (5th Edition) 1998, contact the New Zealand Law Society.

www.nz-lawsoc.org.nz

email: inquiries@nz-lawsoc.org.nz


	The Law Practitioners Act 1982 is currently under review. New legislation will be enacted later this year.


	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No change

	The Law Practitioners Act reserves the terms "barrister" and "solicitor" for those admitted to practise in New Zealand.   S.43 of the Act outlines requirements for qualification as a legal practitioner and admission to the High Court.

S.44 of the Law Practitioners Act prescribes education, training and experience qualifications for legal practitioners.  Overseas practitioners seeking admission in New Zealand must apply to the New Zealand Law Society and the New Zealand Council of Legal Education for assessment of the equivalence with New Zealand standards of their qualifications and experience, prior to applying to be admitted. There is no residency requirement attached to qualification and admission.

Further information is set out in the New Zealand Law Society information paper "Legal Practise in New Zealand : Information for Practitioners from Other Countries", which may be obtained from the Law Society home page.  

General provisions which may affect the use by law firms of particular names are contained in the law relating to trademarks, the common law of passing off and the Fair Trading Act 1986.


	As above


	Foreign Entry


	No change

	Foreign investment in New Zealand is subject to the provisions of the Overseas Investment Act 1973 and associated regulations.  

There are no additional regulatory requirements for foreign entry into this industry or sector.


	As above


	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No change

	With the exception of the measures indicated in the horizontal section of New Zealand's GATS schedule, there are no provisions which discriminate between domestic and foreign suppliers 

Under the Trans Tasman Mutual Recognition Agreement Act 1997 legal practitioners registered to practise in Australia may apply directly to the High Court for admission in accordance with the procedures set out in the Act.


	As above 



