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	Objective

APEC Economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

(a) Ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies; 

(b) Align APEC economies' mandatory and voluntary standards with international standards;

(c) Achieve mutual recognition among APEC economies of conformity assessment in regulated and voluntary sectors; and 

(d) Promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) develop, by the end of 1997, the sections of its Action Plan related to alignment with international standards, taking into account the outcomes of the case studies in the four priority areas (electrical and electronic appliances, food labelling, plastic products and rubber products) as well as developments in further priority areas to be considered in 1996;

(b) participate actively in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies such as the International Organization for Standardisation (ISO), the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and the Codex Alimentarius Commission in accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

(c) pursue mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral mutual recognition arrangements, which might at a later stage provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements in particular sectors, endeavoring to complete a pilot project on food products in 1997 and to develop an arrangement on information exchange on toy safety in 1996; and

(d) consider participation in the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre) and the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) by 2005 in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties.



	Collective Actions

APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.
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	Chapter 5 : Malaysia's Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2003

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Approaches to Standards and Conformance
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	The percentage of Malaysian standards that are aligned has increased from 38% to 39%.

A program of periodic review of existing standards implemented.




	A review of international precedes work on the development or revision of all national standards. All standards committees have been provided with information on APEC’s general goal for alignment and specific targets. At the beginning of 2003 1195 out of a total of  3053 Malaysian standards are aligned (39 %).

Practices recommended in ISO/IEC Guide 21 are adopted.

Contacts for further Information:

Department of Standards Malaysia 

URL http://www.dsm.gov.my;

and

SIRIM Berhad

URL http://www.sirim.my/




	A gradual increase in alignment is expected in the coming years through the review program.


	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	Plans for alignment of all remaining standards in 2003 in place.

	A plan to align in priority areas has been established. Standards for which there is no perceived demand in Malaysia have been excluded from this list. This plan is reviewed periodically to reflect any changed needs and progress made.

Full details of the current plan and progress made is recorded in the voluntary action plan (VAP).




	Plans are in place for the remaining standards to be aligned in stages in year 2003.


	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Increase in participation in ISO & IEC committees continued.

Malaysia increased participation in 21 new standards committees  at "participant" level ( technical committees and 15 subcommittees)and 8 at "observer " level. 

Malaysia is currently elected to ISO Council for  the term 2002 - 2003 and continues to be a TMB member for the term 2003 - 2005 and is participating in the TMB task force on developing economy participation in ISO.

Hosted ISO/TC 157 and ISO/TC 34/SC11 meetings.

Malaysia has taken over management of ISO/TC 157 from Sweden in 2002




	Regular review of participation at all levels is conducted to ensure participation is appropriate to needs and in line with resources available.

Currently Malaysia participation level is:

-  ISO P member: 125 Technical committees, 45 Subcommittees

-  ISO O member: 59 Technical committees, 61 Subcommittees

-  IEC P member : I Technical committee

-  IEC O member: 28 Technical committees, 50 Subcommittees 

Malaysia manages 3 international standards committee secretariats i.e. Secretariat of 2 ISO Technical Committees and 1 Subcommittee

Malaysia participates in the APEC SCSC Ad-hoc technical groups in building and timber standards groups.




	Management of additional secretariats of ISO and IEC will be considered if appropriate.


	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	

	Malaysia participates in:

-  APEC MRA (Exchange of Information) on Toys Safety

-  APEC EEMRA - PArt 1 (Information exchange)



	Information as required under part 1 of EEMRA on mandatory requirements  and information on technical regulations on toys safety  will be submitted with support from domestic regulators.  


	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	



	Malaysia supports participation in bilateral mutual recognition arrangements in the regulated sector and welcomes proposals for specific sectors of mutual interest.

	     


	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	Malaysia became a signatory to the APLAC MRA for testing on 14 November 2002 

	Malaysia participates in voluntary sector arrangements of conformity assessment both on a bilateral basis and also on a plurilateral basis. Its national conformity assessment bodies have entered into several such arrangements on a bilateral basis with other APEC economies and welcomes further such developments. The national accreditation body is a member of both APLAC and PAC.

Malaysia participates in the IECEE CB scheme and also in the Global MRA of BIPM.

Malaysia has been a signatory to the PAC MLA (QMS) since 1998.


	Planning participation in APLAC MRA for calibration and PAC MLA for EMS.


	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	Accreditation of product certification bodies introduced, expansion from current QMS and EMS accreditation. Expansion of laboratory accreditation in new areas initiated.

A new laboratory building complex for the National Metrology  Laboratory which will house a wider range of measurement standards and higher precision measurement standards and  measurement capabilities is nearing completion




	The national accreditation and conformity assessment infrastructure will be maintained and strengthened.  Expansion into new services of accreditation and conformity assessment  will be explored and undertaken to meet the needs of the industry and the public.  These activities will be aligned to international standards and practices, where available.

An active national standards development programme is maintained to meet national standardisation needs

A national system of traceability of measurements is in operation for scientific, trade and legal purposes.  This is supported by a network of accredited laboratories.  The traceability of national measurement standards to international measurement standards will be ensured through active participation in international  intercomparison programme of measurement standards by the related organisations.  


	 Range of services in accreditation and conformity assessment constantly upgraded and enhanced.

Expansion of accreditation into new areas of certification(personnel, HACCP) and new areas of testing ( medical, EMC etc).

Intensify activities to support accreditation programmes and to build up national competency eg. proficiency testing programmes, training.

Range of measurement and calibration services with traceability for international measurement standards to be constantly upgraded.



	Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development


	 APEC TILF project in MLA readiness in product certification undertaken in 2002 




	Specific requirements, assistance and activities for technical infrastructure development identified and reviewed from time to time.  Assistance/ activities to facilitate participation in regional MRAs to be given priority.

Periodic reviews of infrastructure needs to assess continuing appropriateness are conducted.

A study on national standardisation needs is currently being conducted to support the needs of the stakeholders.


	Requirements will continually be identified.

To participate in other APEC MLA readiness projects eg. EMS.

To participate in other APEC projects in the areas of standards and conformity assessment.



	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	TILF training for standards and conformance conducted in Malaysia for APEC members with cooperation of Japan. ( 2 sessions)

	Training programmes and other forms of assistance for other economies will be regularly considered for implementation both independently and jointly on a bilateral or multilateral level in line with available resources.

	Bilateral assistance will be provided to interested economies on mutually agreed terms.


	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies
 activities


	Active participation continued including participation in APLAC proficiency testing programmes and training conducted by the SRBs

In 2002, the National Metrology Laboratory has participated in 3 inter-comparisons of measurement standards organised by APMP.  Malaysia's calibration and measurement capabilities (CMC) in the fields of acoustic & vibration, mass and pressure were successfully listed in Appendix C of the CIPM MRA.


	Malaysia participates in all 5 specialist regional bodies, APLAC, PAC, APLMF, APMP and PASC.  It also participates in activities and projects carried out by these bodies. Malaysia is currently signatory to the PAC MLA (QMS) and APLAC MRA (testing).

Malaysia will continue to participate actively in key and supplementary comparisons organised by APMP and BIPM, and in activities organised by APLMF for the alignment and harmonisations of legal metrology legislation and technical requirements.




	To enhance participation and expand scope of APLAC MRA to include calibration.  

To expand scope of participation in PAC MLA to include EMS.

To participate actively in APLAC proficiency testing programmes and other activities/projects undertaken by the SRBs.

To seek further extension of range and scope of Malaysia's CMC listing in the Appendix C of the CIPM Global MRA.





	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirement

	     

	Information on standards and conformance and the relavant linkages are available on the websites: http://www.dsm.gov.my and http://www.sirim.my. The standards development system adopted for the preparation of Malaysian standards is consistent with the Provisions of the TBT and the Code of Good practice for the preparation, adoption and application of standards. All changes to standards and conformance are published in a newsletter on a bimonthly basis. 

Information on Malaysian standards and conformity assessment is available freely on print and electronic form.

The list of Contacts Points is maintained by the Department of Standards Malaysia.

Information on standards & conformance, including a listing of Malaysian standards is available on the web-sites: http://www.dsm.gov.my and http://www.sirim.my/




	A project will be undertaken to enhance the database and information on standards and accreditation.


	Participate in relevant international fora


	Malaysia became a signatory to the ILAC MRA (testing) on 16 January 2003.




	Malaysia maintains full member ship of ILAC, IAF, ISO, IEC, ITU, BIPM and participates in the Codex Ailmentarius Commission Membership in OIML is at correspondent level. 

It is a signatory to the IAF MLA for QMS.


	To expand participation in IAF MLA/ ILAC MRA to EMS and calibration. 

To seek further extension of range and scope of Malaysia's CMC listing in the Appendix C of the CIPM Global MRA.



	Other activities


	     



	     

	



	Improvements in Malaysia’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position In Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	26% of Malaysian standards aligned to international standards.

	1195 Malaysian standards have been aligned, 39 % of total standards developed.

ISO/IEC guide 21 has been adopted.

Programme to review existing Malaysian Standards to accelerate alignment is in place.





	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Participation in 9  committees and and observer in 40 technical committees in ISO and observer in 29 IEC committees

Secretariat to 2 ISO committees, convenor of 1 Working Group.




	Participation increased to: 

- ISO "Participating" member - 66 committees, "Observer" member 120 committees

- IEC "Participating" member 3 committeees and "Observer" member in 78 committees 

- Secretariat to 3 ISO committees, convenor of 4 Working Groups

Malaysia elected as:

- ISO Council member for the terms 1999 - 2000, 2002 - 2003

- TMB member for the terms 1999 - 2002, 2003 - 2005





	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	

	Participant in APEC Toy Safety MRA (Information Exchange), APEC EE MRA (Part 1 - Information Exchange), IECEE CB scheme and BIPM Global MRA. 


	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	     

	


	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	

	Member of BIPM Global MRA

Signatory to PAC MLA (QMS) and APLAC MRA (testing)



	Improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure

Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development

	Accreditation of laboratories carried out.

Metrology:

Primary standards & calibration services 4 fields in physical metrology established - mechanical, electrical, flow and thermophysical.

Standards:

Number of sectorial committees: 14

Number of appointed standards writing organisations : 5

Number of standards : 1658

Conformity asessment:

Testing facilities established in the fields of Electrical products, Mechanical engineering products, Fire safety, Chemical and Construction and Building materials.

Certification Schemes for range of products and for Quality System Management and Product.




	Accreditation of certification bodies in QMS, EMS and product certification.  Expanded scope of accreditation of laboratories to cover more areas.  

Metrology:

Established a new field in Chemical Metrology. Malaysia's calibration and measurement capabilities in the fields of acoustics & vibration, mass and pressure were accepted and listed in Apendix C of the CIPM-MRA.  High precision angle, solid density fibre optics and primary gas (low flow rate) standard, measurement and capabilities have been developed and established.

Standards:

Standards development infrastructure has been expanded by increasing the number of sectorial committees to 17, appointed Standards Writing Organisations to 12 and total number of standards to 3053

Conformity assessment:

Increased testing facilities in the fields of EMC and Communication Equipment,  extended Fire  safety testing.

New certification schemes - Environmental Management, Occupational health & safety, EMC, HACCP.





	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	

	7 sessions of training provided to APEC members through the Japan - Malaysia PFP programme on Standards & conformity assessment schemes. 

Bilateral assistance provided to Indonesia, Vietnam and Brunei Darul Salam.

A Training course on Standards, Quality and Metrology will be organised for CLMV countries in October 2003



	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	Participant in all APEC SRBs.

	Continued participation in all APEC SRBS and their programmes.


	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements


	Adoption of WTO/TBT code of good practice for standards development.

	Website on standards and accreditation established: http://www.dsm.gov.my


	Participate in relevant international fora


	Participant in ISO, IEC, ITU, Codex Alimentarius commission, OIML (correspondent)

	Signatory to IAF MLA (quality system), ILAC MRA (testing) and the metre convention BIPM.


	Other Activities


	     

	     



� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)





