ANNEX- ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter3: Services


	Chapter 3 (h): Health Related and Social Services

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	No further action taken



	 Hospital and clinic services

Operating hospitals and clinics for making profits is prohibited by Medical Service Law but the establishment of hospitals and clinics is not restricted as long as they are nonprofit and comply with the standards and the procedures specified in the Medical Service Law.
Services for elderly people

The Long-term Care Insurance Law provides that corporations including joint-stock companies are able to participate as service provider of in-home care service for elderly people, if it meets the requirements for staffs and equipments and acquires a prefecture governor's approval. On the other hand, joint-stock companies are not allowed to participate in the facility services under the Long-term Care Insurance Law, and it is necessary to get approval for establishing a social welfare foundation under the Social Welfare Service Law or medical corporations  under the Medical Service Law.

For instance, the establishment of "special nursing home for the elderly" is restricted to local government and social welfare foundations.  And with regard to "health care facilities for the elderly requiring long-term care" and "medical facilities for the elderly requiring long-term care", the founder is restricted to local government and medical corporations, etc. 


	No further action planned

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No further action taken



	Hospital and clinic services

Operating hospitals and clinics for making profits is prohibited by Medical Service Law but the establishment of hospitals and clinics is not restricted as long as they are nonprofit and comply with the standards and the procedures specified in the Medical Service Law.
Services for elderly people

The Long-term Care Insurance Law provides that corporations including joint-stock companies are able to participate as service provider of in-home care service for elderly people, if it meets the requirements for staffs and equipments and acquires a prefecture governor's approval. On the other hand, joint-stock companies are not allowed to participate in the facility services of the Long-term Care Insurance Law, and it is necessary to get approval for establishing a social welfare foundation under the Social Welfare Service Law or medical corporations under the Medical Service Law.

For instance, the establishment of "special nursing home for the elderly" is restricted to local government and social welfare foundations.  And with regard to "health care facilities for the elderly requiring long-term care" and "medical facilities for the elderly requiring long-term care", the founder is restricted to local government and medical corporations, etc. 


	No further action planned

	Foreign Entry


	
	
	

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No further action taken



	There is no restriction inconsistent with Most –Favored –Nation treatment.
	No further action required


