Chapter 5: Standards and Conformance

	Chapter 5: Standards
 and Conformance

	Objective

APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. endeavour to actively participate in international standardization activities;

c. promote good regulatory practice for the preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations in the APEC region;

d. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

e. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

f. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

c.
consider to pursue trade facilitation in information and technology products;

d..
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through:  (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

e.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;
f.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;
g.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means; and 
h. 
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and  

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) 
              in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas:

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION

APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2005; and
d.
continue to promote active participation in international standardization activities.

Good Regulatory Practice

APEC economies will:

continue to update the consolidation of materials in the Good Regulatory Practice Database as well as to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practice in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars with a particular focus on performance-based regulations and sector-specific good practices.  

RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to consider mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;
c.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment by, among others, looking into the possibility to adopt an information technology management system;  
d.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2005  in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

e.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2005.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program; and

b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2005;  

TRANSPARENCY
APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; 

b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment; and

c.
promote the transparency of regulatory systems and standards by maintaining appropriate and accessible information date basis, including Directory of Food Trade Contacts in the Directory of Food Trade Contacts.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.  
The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.



	Chinese Taipei’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2003

Chinese Taipei is aligning its standards with international standards in the priority areas identified by the Sub-Committee of Standards and Conformance (SCSC). Food labeling regulations in Chinese Taipei are essentially consistent with the Codex General Standards for labeling prepackaged food. Chinese Taipei has amended the provisions of the Law Governing Food Sanitation concerning nutrition labeling for food products. Chinese Taipei will adopt international standards in the technical regulations in accordance with the requirements of the TBT Agreement and will observe the principles contained in the SPS Agreement within its food sanitary regulations. Chinese Taipei promulgated the “Guidelines for Food Recall” in January 2000, based on the “APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recall” and “Food Recall Guidelines.” On the basis of reciprocity and trade facilitation between member economies, Chinese Taipei continues to promote mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors with other APEC economies. Chinese Taipei implements the Registration of Product Certification Scheme and related measures, in order to replace batch-by-batch inspection and avoid multiple inspection of products of similar types. Additionally, Chinese Taipei will establish capacity for testing the safety of Information Technology (IT) products. Chinese Taipei is actively participating in international and domestic food proficiency testing programs, and continues to establish the GLP accreditation system for domestic food testing laboratories as well as standardized food testing methods. Chinese Taipei is supporting technical infrastructure projects developed by the SCSC and maintains close relationships with the SRBs, including the APLAC, APLMF, APMP, and PAC. Chinese Taipei is actively participating in the meetings and activities of the SRBs. Chinese Taipei is actively joining the transparency activities developed by the SCSC and continues to maintain and update standards and conformity assessment related information on websites to enhance accessibility by the public.



	Chapter 5: Chinese Taipei’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2003

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Approaches to Standards and Conformance
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	1. Chinese Taipei has completed the alignment of CNS with international standards that were scheduled to be aligned by 2000.

2. Chinese Taipei has adopted WTO/SPS principles for the implementation of food sanitary regulations.


	1. Chinese Taipei is currently aligning the CNS with international standards that are scheduled to be completed by 2004 (mainly IEC 60335 series standards).
2. Chinese Taipei is currently applying WTO/SPS principles for the implementation of food sanitary regulations.
	1. Chinese Taipei will continue aligning its CNS in accordance with the SCSC schedule.

2. Chinese Taipei will establish or revise standardized food testing methods including 15 for food chemistry and 6 for food microbiology.

	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	1. Additional alignment items for quality standards and guides were designated in the priority areas.

2. To align food labeling regulations with internal standards, the Enforcement Rules of the Law Governing Food Sanitation was amended. The nutritional labeling requirements and nutritional claim requirements of packaged foods were promulgated. The food labeling of Chinese Taipei are essentially consistent with the Codex General Standards for the labeling of prepackaged foods.

	1. Chinese Taipei is currently aligning the CNS with international standards that are scheduled to be completed by 2004 (mainly IEC 60335 series standards).
2. Chinese Taipei is currently applying WTO/SPS principles for the implementation of food sanitary regulations.     
	1. Chinese Taipei has completed the alignment work.

2. Chinese Taipei will continue to collect and evaluate Codex standards and food testing methods used by developed economies. However, if information on Codex standards is not available, methods applied by European countries, the USA, and Japan will be evaluated and may be used as references for amending current domestic food testing methods.

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Chinese Taipei has participated in  the activities of TG1, TG2, TG3 and TG4.
	By participating in these activities, Chinese Taipei is also able to engage in activities leading to the establishment of international standards.
	Chinese Taipei will continue to participate in the activities of TG1, TG2, TG3 and TG4.

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	1. Chinese Taipei promulgated the Guideline for Food Recall in January 2000, based on the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recall and Food Recall Guidelines.
2. Chinese Taipei has participated in the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety(AEITS) since March 1997.

3. Chinese Taipei has participated in the APEC MRA in Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products since September 1998.

4. Chinese Taipei participates in Part 1 of the APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (EEMRA), which includes information interchange on binding regulations, conformity assessment procedures and systems, etc., and has sent the relevant data to the APEC Secretariat.

5. Starting on January 1, 2002, Chinese Taipei has released equipment certification work to domestic a recognized Telecommunication Terminal Equipment (TTE) certification body and completed the necessary domestic procedures for implementing Phase II of APEC TEL MRA. 


	1. Chinese Taipei continues to implement the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety (AEITS).
2. Chinese Taipei continues to implement the APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products.
3. Based on the APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products and Guidelines for Food Recall, Chinese Taipei continues to participate in plurilateral recognition arrangements on conformity assessment.
4. The information exchanged under the APEC EEMRA has been updated, reformatted, and forwarded according to the consensus reached in the SCSC.
5. Chinese Taipei follows the regulations of the APEC TEL  MRA.
	1. Chinese Taipei will continue to implement the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety.

2. Chinese Taipei will continue to implement the APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products.

3. Chinese Taipei will continue to participate in Food MRA and align its standards with international standards.
4. Chinese Taipei will continue to survey manufacturers regarding trade facilitation on their products. We will continue to work towards the implementation of Parts 2 and 3 of the EEMRA.
5. Chinese Taipei expects to complete the draft of "Accreditation and Administration Regulations of Recognized Certification Bodies for Controlled Telecommunications Radio-Frequency Devices" by the end of 2003.
6. Chinese Taipei expects to complete the tasks of accreditation and commission of low-power RF device certification bodies by the end of 2004. We anticipate undertaking steps with other APEC economies intending to implement Phase II of the APEC TEL MRA to expand the substantial effect.


	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	1. Chinese Taipei signed Agreement with United States and Arrangement with Canada on accepting EMC test reports for information technology equipment in March 1999 and June 2002  respectively.

2. Based on Phase I of APEC TEL MRA, Chinese Taipei has exchanged lists of designated and recognized testing laboratories with the United States. In addition, two domestic Telecommunication Terminal Equipment  (TTE) certification bodies were recognized by Chinese Taipei in September 2001, which  means that Chinese Taipei has completed necessary domestic procedures to implement the Phase II of APEC TEL MRA.

	1. Chinese Taipei and the United States are discussing expanding the scope of products covered in the Agreement on accepting EMC Test Reports for Information Technology Equipment.
2. Chinese Taipei and Canada have signed an Arrangement on Accepting the EMC Test Reports for Information Technology Equipment.
3. Chinese Taipei follows the regulations of the APEC TEL  MRA. 

	1. Chinese Taipei will explore the feasibility of and details for the expansion of product coverage in the Agreement between Chinese Taipei and the United States.
2. Chinese Taipei expects to complete the draft of "Accreditation and Administration Regulations of Recognized Certification Bodies for Controlled Telecommunications Radio-Frequency Devices" by the end of 2003.
3. Chinese Taipei anticipates undertaking steps with the United States for mutual implementation of the Phese II of APEC TEL MRA as early as possible.

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	Chinese Taipei’s Chinese National Accreditation Board (CNAB) signed to be a member of the Pacific Accreditation Co-operation Mutual Recognition Agreement (PAC MLA) Group in the Quality Management Systems (QMS) field on August 7, 2002.

	Chinese Taipei’s Chinese National Laboratory Accreditation (CNLA) actively participates in the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation Mutual Recognition Agreements (ILAC MRA).


	Chinese Taipei will continue to participate in Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF) working groups.



	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	1. Chinese Taipei has collected information on activities conducted by regional standardization bodies.

2. In 2003, Chinese Taipei participated in 14 international programs in precision testing in the areas of food chemistry and food microbiology. Chinese Taipei also conducted a training program in precision food chemistry and food microbiology testing for the staff members of county and city-level health bureaus, with excellent results.

3. Chinese Taipei continued to participate in international programs to improve proficiency in testing conducted by the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) and other organizations.
4. The Bureau of Standards, Metrology and Inspection (BSMI) dispatched officials to participate in the APLAC General Assembly and related meetings in November 2002 in Vancouver, Canada.

	1. Chinese Taipei is still not a member of the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC).
2. Chinese Taipei continued to participate in international programs to improve proficiency in testing conducted by the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) and other organizations. More training programs in precision food chemistry and food microbiology testing will be organized for the staff members of county and city-level health bureaus.
3. Chinese Taipei continues to actively implement the Good Laboratory Practice (GLP) accreditation system for domestic food-testing laboratories. Currently, the laboratories of the Bureau of Food and Drug Analysis and 12 county and city-level health bureaus are accredited under the Chinese National Laboratory Accreditation (CNLA) scheme.
4. The director of Chinese Taipei’s National Standard Time and Frequency Laboratory (NSTFL) acted as the Chairman of the Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP) Technical Committee on Time and Frequency from 1999 to 2002 to promote the time and frequency key comparisons program in the Asia Pacific region.
5. The CNLA maintains mutual recognition with the South African National Accreditation System (SANAS) and APLAC members and vigorously participates in relevant international activities. In 2001, CNLA was reelected as member of the Accreditation Policy Committee of International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC).
	1. Chinese Taipei will continue to work towards becoming a member of PASC.
2. Chinese Taipei will continue to participate in international programs to improve proficiency in testing conducted by APLAC and other organizations. Chinese Taipei intends to participate in eight such programs in 2004. Precision testing programs will continue to be organized for local health bureaus.
3. Chinese Taipei will continue to implement the GLP accreditation system for domestic food-testing laboratories.
4. Chinese Taipei will continue carrying out the time and frequency key comparisons program in the Asia Pacific.

	Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development


	Chinese Taipei supported the technical infrastructure development projects of the SCSC.
	1. Chinese Taipei participated in the "Integrated Regional Approach to Enhance Food Control Systems" developed by Australia.

2. Food/Drug Interface and food regulation-related contact points have been uploaded to the website of Directory of Food Trade Contacts (http://www.foodtradecontacts.com/).  
	Chinese Taipei will support the following technical infrastructure plans developed by the SCSC:

1. The Testing, Inspection, Calibration, Certification, Accreditation services in APEC Region (TIC-CAR) Project through the APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment (Korea).

2. The Peer Review of Quality Systems in National Metrology Institutes (China).
3. The Ad-Hoc Working Group on Food Standards and Conformance (Australia).


	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	Chinese Taipei's National Radiation Standard Laboratory (NRSL) piloted a workshop on APMP/TCRI comparisons of air kerma in the medium-energy X-ray range (100keV~250keV). Participation included the national laboratories of Australia, India, South Africa, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Thailand, Syria, Germany and Indonesia. In addition, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) applied to participate in this measurement comparison project in July 2002.


	Chinese Taipei supports the provision of assistance for improvement of developing economies' technical infrastructure.
	Chinese Taipei will continue to support provision of technical infrastructure projects to assist developing economies.

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies
 activities


	1. APMP:
a. Chinese Taipei's  National Standard Time and Frequency Laboratory (NSTFL) participated in the 4th APMP Technical Committee on Time and Frequency (TCTF) meeting on November 8, 2002 in Daejeon, Korea, which was attended by representatives from 13 APMP members’ time and frequency standards laboratories.
b. In November 2002, Chinese Taipei's National Measurement Laboratory (NML) sent delegates to participate in the 17th APMP General Assembly and related meetings held in Hanoi, Vietnam.
2. APLAC: In October 2002, officials from Chinese Taipei’s Bureau of Standards, Metrology and Inspection participated in the APLAC General Assembly and related meetings held in Vancouver, Canada.
3. PAC: A delegation from Chinese Taipei’s Chinese National Accreditation Board (CNAB), headed by the Deputy Chair, participated in the 9th PAC plenary meeting and related working group meetings in Mexico.

	Chinese Taipei will maintain close relationships with the APLAC, APLMF, PAC, APMP, and will  participate in relevant meetings, conferences, and training programs.
	1. APLMF: Officials from the Bureau of Standards, Metrology and Inspection (BSMI) will participate in the 10th APLMF Forum and related working group meetings from November 2 to 4, 2003 in Kyoto, Japan.
2. APLAC: Officials from BSMI will participate in the APLAC 2003 Technical Meeting and General Assembly from November 9 to 14, 2003 in Seoul, Korea.

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirement

	1. Chinese Taipei maintained and updated website information regarding standards and conformance.
2. Information on food sanitation regulations is available to the public in brochures and on the website of the Department of Health (DOH): www.doh.gov.tw (Chinese); http://www.doh.gov.tw/english/food/Welcome.html (English).
3. Information about the Registration of Product Certification Scheme and related measures is available on the Bureau of Standards, Metrology and Inspection website: http://www.bsmi.gov.tw/.

	1. Chinese Taipei continuously maintains and updates the information regarding food sanitation regulations on the DOH website.
2. Chinese Taipei follows the transparency principles of the  WTO/SPS Agreement in food sanitation control.
3. Chinese Taipei continuously maintains and updates standards and conformance information on relevant websites.
	

	Participate in relevant international fora


	1. In additional to regional fora, Chinese Taipei participated in the activities of international fora such as the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML), International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC), International Auditor and Training Certification Association (IATCA), International Accreditation Forum (IAF), etc.
2. Delegates from the Bureau of Standards, Metrology and Inspection (BSMI), Ministry of Economic Affairs participated in the 37th  International Conference of Legal Metrology (CIML) meeting.
3. Chinese Taipei‘s National Standard Time and Frequency Laboratory (NSTFL) participated in the 4th International Time Scale Algorithms Symposium of the Bureau International des Poids et Mesures (BIPM) on March 18 to 19, 2003.
4. Chinese Taipei became an associate member of the General Conference on Weights and Measures (CGPM) and signed the International Committee for Weights and Measures (CIPM) Global MRA on June 4, 2002.

5. A delegation from Chinese Taipei’s Chinese National Accreditation Board (CNAB), headed by the Deputy Chair, participated in the 16th IAF plenary meeting and related working group meetings on September 21 to 23, 2002 in Germany.
	Chinese Taipei continues to participate in the relevant meetings of international fora and activities.
	

	Other activities


	Not Applicable.
	Not Applicable.
	Not Applicable.


	Improvements in Chinese Taipei’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position In Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	1. Chinese Taipei was not yet a member of the WTO, but to comply with the requirements of the WTO was already one of our long-term goals.

2. Chinese Taipei had collected and evaluated relevant information on Codex standards and food testing methods used by developed economies.

	1. Chinese Taipei complies with the requirements of the WTO/TBT (Technical Barriers to Trade) Agreement.

2. The food labeling regulations of Chinese Taipei have been aligned with the international standards, and are essentially consistent with the Codex General standard for the labeling of prepackaged foods.
3. Chinese Taipei continues to adopt WTO/SPS principles when implementing food sanitary regulations.


	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Due to international political constraints, Chinese Taipei was not yet a member of most international organizations.
	Chinese Taipei has worked hard to become a member of  various regional or international standardization organizations and will continue to do so.

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Prior to 1996 there were no plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements on conformity assessment.
	1. Chinese Taipei participated in the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety in March 1997.
2. Chinese Taipei participated in the APEC MRA on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products in 1998.
3. Chinese Taipei participated in the Electrical and Electronic MRA (Part 1) in 1999.
4. Since January 1, 2002, Chinese Taipei has released equipment certification work to domestic recognized TTE (Telecommunicaitons Terminal Equipment) certification bodies and completed the necessary domestic procedures to implement Phase II of the APEC TEL MRA.
5. Chinese Taipei will continue to deregulate regulations of telecommunications equipment, streamline conformity assessment procedures of telecommunications equipment and align technical standards of telecommunications equipment with the international standards in accordance with the guideline and requirement of APEC TEL MRA.
6. Chinese Taipei promulgated the “Guideline for Food Recall” in January 2000, based on the “APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recall” and “Food Recall Guidelines.”


	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	Chinese Taipei did not participate in any bilateral recognition arrangements with other APEC member economies prior to 1996.
	1. Chinese Taipei participated in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment based on the Food MRA and the “Guideline for Food Recall.”
2. Chinese Taipei signed EMC MRAs with the US and Canada respectively in March 1999 and June 2002. Under this agreement, both sides accept test reports that are issued by each other’s designated laboratories.
3. Since January 1, 2002, Chinese Taipei has released the work of equipment certification to domestic recognized TTE certification bodies and completed the necessary domestic procedures to implement Phase II of APEC TEL MRA.
4. Chinese Taipei will continue to deregulate regulations of telecommunications equipment, streamline conformity assessment procedures of telecommunications equipment and align technical standards of telecommunications equipment with the international standards in accordance with the guidelines and requirement of APEC TEL MRA.


	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	Chinese Taipei did not participate in any recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector with other APEC member economies prior to 1996.
	1. Chinese Taipei’s Chinese National Laboratory Accreditation (CNLA) signed the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) MRA in November 2000 with 36 accreditation bodies from 28 economies. To date, 42 accreditation bodies from 34 economies have signed this MRA.

2. The CNLA received Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) MRA re-evaluation on June 4 to 8, 2001. The evaluation team suggested continued acceptance of the CNLA as an  APLAC MRA member, and in October 2001 the evaluation report was approved in Beijing, China at the annual APLAC General Assembly meeting.
3. The CNAB signed to become a member of both the Pacific Accreditation Co-operation Mutual Recognition Agreement (PAC MRA) and the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) Group in the Quality Management Systems (QMS) field on August 7, 2002 and September 22, 2002 respectively.


	Improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure

Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development

	1. Chinese Taipei actively participated in the international proficiency testing programs conducted by the Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) and other related international organizations. The proficiency testing programs were held for the staff members of local health bureaus.
2. Chinese Taipei had drafted the Good Laboratory Practice (GLP) guidelines for domestic food-testing laboratories.
3. Chinese Taipei provided information regarding its technical infrastructure (metrology, calibration, testing, accreditation, inspection, and standards) development needs/plans for the draft Mid-term Infrastructure Development Program to Australia in July 1996.
	1. With regard to the establishment of the GLP system, Chinese Taipei completed the “Guidelines for Good Laboratory Practices” and “Accrediatation Guidelines” for domestic food microbiological and chemical laboratories.

2. Chinese Taipei participates in 46 international and 19 domestic food proficiency testing programs for food microbiology and food chemistry.
3. To date Chinese Taipei has completed the drafting, revision and establishment of 132 standardized testing methods in food chemistry and 41 in food microbiology.

4. In 2002, Chinese Taipei's National Measurement  Laboratory (NML) has conducted 8 international comparisons, 27 overseas traces in 13 items, 463 domestic traces, and maintained equivalence of 107 systems of the NML with international standards. The NML passed the reevaluation of the Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) and remained a member of the APLAC MRA. Furthermore, it participated in international activities such as the 5th ILAC Conference, the joint International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation / International Accreditation Forum (ILAC/IAF) Conference, and the 7th Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) General Assembly.
5. Chinese Taipei's National Standard Time and Frequency Laboratory (NSTFL) maintains the national time standard and traces to the Bureau International des Poids et Mesures (BIPM). The stability of the standard frequency is better than 5 x 10-14, and the time difference with BIPM is kept less than 200 nanoseconds.


	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	None
	Chinese Taipei has supported technical infrastructure development programs and assisted developing economies.

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	1. Chinese Taipei’s China National Laboratory Accreditation (CNLA) was a member of the Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), had signed the APLAC Memorandum of Understanding in April 1995 and participated in APLAC activities.
2. Chinese Taipei participated in Asia-Pacific Metrology Program (APMP) activities relating to comparisons of measurement standards.
	1. APMP: Chinese Taipei's National Standard Time and Frequency Laboratory  (NSTFL) participated in the 4th APMP TCTF meeting on November 8, 2002 in Daejeon, Korea. Laboratories from 13 APMP members participated in this meeting.
2. APLMF: A delegation from Chinese Taipei, led by the Director General of the Bureau of Standards, Metrology and Inspection, participated in the 9th APLMF Forum and Working Group meetings from November 20 to 22, 2002 in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.
3. PAC:
a. The CNAB became a full member of PAC in December 1997.

b. In September 2001, a delegation from the CNAB participated in the PAC 8th plenary meeting and related working group meetings in Beijing, China.
c. In August 2002, a delegation from the CNAB, headed by the Deputy Chair, participated in the 9th plenary meeting and related working group meetings in Mexico.
d. In May 2001, the CNAB applied to become a member of the PAC MRA Group in the Quality Management Systems (QMS) field, and signed to become a member of that group on August 7, 2002.
4. APLAC: Chinese Taipei participated in the APLAC General Assembly and related meetings in October 2002 in Vancouver, Canada.


	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements


	Information regarding food sanitation regulations was available to the public in brochures and on the Internet. 

	1. The Food Sanitation Regulations are available on the Department of Health's website: www.doh.gov.tw (Chinese); http://www.doh.gov.tw/english/food/Welcome.html (English).
2. Information regarding the Registration for Product Certification Scheme and related measures is available on the website of the Bureau of Standards, Metrology and Inspection (BSMI): http://www.bsmi.gov.tw/.


	Participate in relevant international fora


	The International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC): Chinese Taipei signed an MoU with the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) in 1996 and participated in relevant meetings and activities.
	Chinese Taipei has participated in relevant meetings and activities of relevant international fora:
1. Chinese Taipei has been a corresponding member of the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML) starting 1997.
2. Chinese Taipei became an associate member of the General Conference on Weights and Measures (CGPM) and signed the Bureau International de Poids et Mesures (BIPM) Global MRA on June 4, 2002.
3. Chinese Taipei's National Standard Time and Frequency Laboratory (NSTFL) participated in the 4th International Time Scale Algorithms Symposium of the BIPM on March 18 to 19, 2003.
4. Chinese Taipei’s China National Accreditation Board (CNAB) became a full member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) in 1998 and participated in the 15th IAF plenary meetings in 2001 in Japan. The CNAB, headed by the Deputy Chair, participated in the 16th IAF plenary meeting and related working group meetings in Berlin on September 21, 2002, and become a signatory of the IAF Quality Management Systems (QMS) MLA Group on September 22, 2002.


	Other Activities


	Not Applicable.
	Not Applicable.


� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements.


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements.  Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)














� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)
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