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	Chapter 11: Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs)

	Objectives

APEC economies will ensure full and effective implementation of Uruguay Round outcomes within the agreed time frame in a manner fully consistent with the letter and the spirit of the WTO Agreement.

On Rules of Origin, APEC economies will: 

a. ensure full compliance with internationally harmonized rules of origin to be adopted in relevant international fora; and

b. ensure that their respective rules of origin are prepared and applied in an impartial, transparent and neutral manner.


	Guidelines

On WTO Agreements:

a. Each APEC economy which is a WTO member will fully and faithfully implement its respective Uruguay Round commitments. 

b. Each APEC economy which is in the process of acceding to the WTO Agreement may participate in APEC Uruguay Round implementation actions through voluntary steps to liberalize its respective trade and investment regimes consistent with the WTO Agreement.

c. Each APEC economy will, on a voluntary basis, accelerate the implementation of Uruguay Round outcomes and deepen and broaden these.
On Rules of Origin:

Each APEC economy will:

a. align its respective rules of origin with internationally harmonized rules of origin to be adopted as a result of the WTO/WCO process; and

b. ensure predictable and consistent application of rules of origin.


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will:

a. utilize on an on-going basis Uruguay Round implementation seminars and other appropriate means to:

i. improve APEC economies' understanding of provisions in the WTO Agreement and obligations thereunder;

ii. identify operational problems encountered in implementation of the WTO Agreement and areas in which APEC economies may require technical assistance; and

iii. explore cooperative efforts to provide such technical assistance in implementation; 

b. consider implementation of suggestions for follow-on work from Uruguay Round implementation seminars; and 

c. undertake technical assistance based on discussion at the above seminars, including cooperative training projects targeted at prevalent implementation problems to be undertaken in conjunction with the WTO Secretariat and other relevant international institutions.

On Rules of Origin

APEC economies will:

a. gather information on APEC economies’ respective rules of origin, both non-preferential and preferential, and operation thereof without duplicating WTO work in this area, exchange views and develop a compendium of rules of origin for the use of the business/private sector; 

b. facilitate, complement and accelerate, in the short term, WTO/WCO work on harmonization of non-preferential rules of origin; and

c. study in due course the implication of rules of origin on the free flow of trade and investment, with a view to identifying, in the longer term, both positive and negative aspects and effects of rules of origin related practices. 

The current CAP relating to Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc Rules of Origin) can be found in the WTO Implementation  Collective Action Plan and Rules of Origin Collective Action Plan


	Chinese Taipei’s Approach to Implementation of WTO Obligations and Rules of Origin in 2006
Chinese Taipei’s accession to WTO was adopted on November 11, 2001, and the Protocol of Accession was signed on the following day during the Fourth WTO Ministerial Conference. Chinese Taipei became a WTO member on January 1, 2002. Chinese Taipei will abide by all the rules and principles of the WTO now that it has acceded to the WTO.



	Chinese Taipei’s Approach to Implementation of WTO Obligations (inc ROOs) in 2006

	Section


	Obligations Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Status of WTO Obligations Implementation
	Further Implementation Planned

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1A

(Goods)


	All new legislations since last IAP are in compliance with WTO regulations.

	Chinese Taipei’s average levels of tariffs on imports of industrial and agricultural products in 2006 are 4.1 % and 13.31% respectively. The average level of tariffs on imports of all products is 5.6%.
 Some products are subject to TRQ (hereinafter referred to TRQ products): deer velvet, fresh pears (excluding European pears), bananas, red beans, liquid milk, peanuts, garlic bulbs, dried shiitake, dried day lily, young coconut, betel nuts, pineapples, mangoes, shaddocks, persimmons, dried longans and longan pulp, mackerel, carangid ,sardines (herrings), rice and automobiles..
All technical regulations regarding SPS and TBT are in full conformity with the principles of transparency and related WTO agreements.
	Chinese Taipei will abide by all the rules and principles of the WTO now that it has acceded to the WTO.
In 2007, Chinese Taipei plans to reduce the average nominal tariff rate to 5.57%.

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1B

(Services)


	The Procedural Guidelines for Verification and Recognition of Foreign Educational Qualifications was revised and promulgated on July 6, 2005.

MOE (Ministry of Education) Regulations Regarding International Students undertaking Studies in Chinese Taipei was revised and promulgated on July 13, 2005.

The Regulations Governing Foreign Bank Branches and Representative Offices was revised and promulgated on March 28, 2005.
	Liberalization of Services:

In accordance with the results of its bilateral accession negotiations with WTO Members, and in line with the four modes of supply of trade in services (cross-border supply, consumption abroad, commercial presence, and presence of natural persons), Chinese Taipei has established a set of horizontal commitments (commitments applicable across sectors) as well as a set of sector-specific commitments.  Eleven sectors are covered under these sector-specific commitments, including: business services; communication services; construction and related engineering services; distribution services; education services; environmental services; financial services; health related and social services; tourism and travel-related services; recreational, cultural and sporting services; and transport services.

	Chinese Taipei will continue to review the possibilities for further opening of its services market in line with the progress of WTO services trade negotiations.

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1C

(IPR)


	Nil
	IPR laws and regulations in Chinese Taipei have been in full compliance with the TRIPS Agreement since our accession to the WTO in 2002.
	Chinese Taipei will process the amendment to the Patent Act  to implement the Decision of 6 December 2005 regarding Article 31 bis.



	WTO Plurilateral Agreements
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil

	WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations


	Import tariffs on 15 remaining items covered by the Ministerial Declaration on Trade in Information Technology Products were eliminated on 1 January 2002.
	Information Technology Agreement (ITA):

Chinese Taipei became a signatory to the ITA in March 1997. In accordance with this Agreement, tariffs on the vast majority of equipment and products relating to information technology, telecommunications, electronics, semiconductors, and semiconductor manufacturing equipment were reduced to zero by 2000.
Import tariffs on 15 remaining items covered by this Agreement were eliminated on January 1, 2002.
	Nil

	Other WTO Obligations


	Nil
	Nil
	Nil

	Voluntary action to accelerate implementation of WTO Agreement


	Nil
	Nil
	Nil

	Rules of Origin


	Chinese Taipei continues to operate both preferential and non-preferential rules of origin, which are applied in a manner consistent with the provisions of the WTO Agreement on rules of origin.
	Chinese Taipei has both preferential and non-preferential rules of origin.
Chinese Taipei’s preferential rules of origin consist of two kinds: (1) rules applied to the Free Trade Agreement between Chinese Taipei and Panama and (2) rules to certain LDCs.
Chinese Taipei continues to ensure that our rules of origin closely follow the provisions set forth in the WTO Agreement on Rules of Origin.
	Nil


	Chinese Taipeis Implementation of WTO Obligations since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1A

(Goods)


	Nil


	Nil

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1B

(Services)


	Chinese Taipei, in the process of its accession to the WTO, had submitted a Schedule of Initial Commitments on Service that covered more than 100 sub-sectors. There was one item under the MFN exemption and a limited number of items under the national treatment exception. 
	Chinese Taipei will continue to liberalize its services sector.

In the area of trade in services, Chinese Taipei has eased criteria for the establishment of branch agencies of foreign securities firms, opened the domestic market to the establishment of branch agencies by foreign insurance companies, and eliminated the share ownership restriction on foreign insurance companies (2000 IAP).

The Petroleum Administration Law was promulgated on October 11, 2001 (2002 IAP). 

The Veterinarians Law was revised and promulgated on  November 7, 2001 (2002 IAP).

The Professionals and Technologists Examination for Foreigners Act was suspended on November 14, 2001 (2002 IAP).

The Professionals and Technologists Examination Act was revised and promulgated on November 14, 2001 (2002 IAP).

The Construction Law was revised and promulgated on November 14, 2001 (2002 IAP).

The Certified Public Accountants Law was revised and promulgated on November 14, 2001 (2002 IAP).

The Motion Picture Law was revised and promulgated on November 14, 2001 (2002 IAP).

The Civil Aviation Law was revised and promulgated on November 14, 2001 (2002 IAP).

The Regulations for Operation of Financial Re-Insurance Business by Insurance Companies were promulgated on January 1, 2002 (2003 IAP).

The Lawyer Law was revised and promulgated on January 30, 2002 (2003 IAP).

The Rules Governing Professional Engineer Certification for Public Constructions was promulgated on July 3, 2002  (2003 IAP).

The Act Governing the Administration of Professional Engineering Consulting Firms was promulgated on July 2, 2003 (2003 IAP).

The Rules Governing the Administration of Professional Engineering Consultant Firms were suspended on August 6, 2003 (2003 IAP).

The Postal Law was revised and promulgated on July 10, 2002 (2003 IAP).

The Telecommunication Act was revised and promulgated on July 10, 2002 and May 21, 2003 (2003 IAP).

The Senior High School Law was revised and promulgated on January 5, 2003 (2003 IAP).

The Teacher Education Law was revised and promulgated on July 24, 2002 (2003 IAP).

The Rules Governing Vocational Schools were revised and promulgated on May 7, 2002 (2003 IAP).

The Junior College Law was revised and promulgated on January 15, 2003 (2003 IAP).

The Implementation Regulations Governing the Reorganization of Junior Colleges into Technical Colleges and the Establishment of Junior College Divisions by Technical Colleges and Technical Universities was revised and promulgated on March 15, 2002 (2003 IAP).

The Procedural Regulations for Reviewing the Reorganization of Junior College into Technical Colleges and Establishment of Junior College Divisions were revised and promulgated on April 4, 2002 (2003 IAP).

The Procedural Guidelines for Verification and Recognition of Foreign Educational Qualifications were revised and promulgated on March 31, 2003 (2003 IAP).

The Supplementary Education Law was revised and promulgated on February 27, 2003 (2003 IAP).

The Regulations Governing Study by Foreign Students in Taiwan was revised and promulgated on February 27, 2003 (2003 IAP).

The Ministry of Education Guidelines for the Award of Scholarships to Foreign Students was revised and promulgated on April 9, 2002 (2003 IAP).

The Regulations for Operation of Financial Re-Insurance Business by Insurance Companies were revised and promulgated on July 18, 2003 (2003 IAP).

The Insurance Company Establishment Criteria were revised and promulgated on March 20, 2002 (2003 IAP).

The Admission Standards and Administrative Rules Governing Foreign Insurers were revised and promulgated on August 22, 2002 (2003 IAP).

The Insurance Law was revised and promulgated on January 1, 2003 (2003 IAP).

The Enforcement Rules of the Insurance Law and Regulations Governing the Administration of Insurance Enterprises were revised and promulgated on July 2, 2003 (2003 IAP).

The Regulations for Operation of Financial Re-insurance Business by Insurance Companies were revised and promulgated on January 1, 2003 (2003 IAP).

Statute Governing Issuance of ROC Visas in Foreign Passports amended and promulgated on January 22, 2003 (2003 IAP).
Enforcement Rules for the Issuance of ROC Visas to Foreign-Passport Holders revised on June 2, 2004 (2004 IAP).
Shipping Act was revised and promulgated on February 3, 1999 (2005 IAP).

Regulations for Administrating Vessel Carriers And Vessel Chartering Operators were revised and promulgated on July 10, 2003 (2005 IAP).

Regulations for Administrating Shipping Agency were revised and promulgated on July 10, 2003 (2005 IAP).

Regulations for Administrating Ocean Freight Forwarders were revised and promulgated on July 10, 2003 (2005 IAP).

Regulations for Administrating Container Terminal Operators  were revised and promulgated on December 10, 2002 (2005 IAP).

The Regulations Governing Foreign Bank Branches and Representative Offices was revised and promulgated on March 28, 2005 (2005 IAP).

	WTO Agreement,

Annex 1C

(IPR)


	Chinese Taipei joined the WTO  in 2002.
	Chinese Taipei’s accession agreement conforms to the requirements of the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs). Now that Chinese Taipei has acceded to WTO, major improvements to its domestic intellectual property protection regime are taking place in the following areas: the protection period for computer software is being extended to the same level as that provided for literary works; patents issued prior to January 1994 that are still in effect will have a term of protection of 20 years from the date of filing for invention patents and 12 years from the date of filing for new design patents; efforts to combat counterfeiting will be  strengthened; and border enforcement will be enhanced.
The Patent Act was revised on February 6, 2003 and promulgated on July 1, 2004. The Trademark Act was revised on May 28, 2003 and promulgated on Nov. 28, 2003. The Copyright Act was revised and promulgated on September 1, 2004.
Chinese Taipei will continue to streamline the procedures of trademark registration and patent application, and it will effectively enforce the rules and penalties against offenses in order to achieve the objectives of TRIPS.

	WTO Plurilateral Agreements


	Nil
	Nil

	WTO Ministerial Decisions and Declarations


	Chinese Taipei joined the Ministerial Declaration on Trade in Information Technology Products in December 1996.
	Import tariffs on most items covered by the Ministerial Declaration on Trade in Information Technology Products were eliminated on January 1, 2000 (2000 IAP).

Import tariffs on 15 remaining items covered by the Ministerial Declaration on Trade in Information Technology Products were eliminated on January 1, 2002 (2002 IAP).

	Other WTO Obligations


	Nil
	Nil

	Voluntary action to accelerate implementation of WTO Agreement


	Nil
	Nil

	Rules of Origin

	Nil
	Nil


