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	Objective

APEC Economies will:

a. enhance the mobility of business people who are engaged in the conduct of trade and investment activities in the Asia-Pacific region; and

b. enhance the use of information and communications technology (ICT) to facilitate the movement of people across borders, taking into account the Leader’s Statement on Counter Terrorism.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy work toward achieving the above objectives:

a. abiding by directions and statements from APEC Leaders and Ministers;

b. recognising APEC Principles on Trade Facilitation; and

c. consistent with the Informal Experts Group on Business Mobility’s (IEGBM) capacity building standards and annually agreed goals.



	Collective Actions
APEC economies will:

Exchange Information 

Exchange information on regulatory regimes in regard to the mobility of business people in the region, including through regularly updating the information in the online APEC Business Travel Handbook

Short-Term Business Entry

Streamline short-term entry requirements fro business people.  APEC economies will strive on a best endeavours basis and according to their immigration procedures to implement one or more of the following options:

i) visa free or visa-waiver arrangements;

ii) participating in APEC Business Travel Card scheme;

iii) multiple short-term entry and stay visas which are valid for at least 3 years. 

Business Temporary Residency

Implement streamlined temporary residence processing arrangements fro the intra-company transfer of senior managers and executives, and specialists as defined by individual economies.

Capacity Building (Technical Cooperation and Training)

Develop and implement the mutually agreed standards and benchmarks essential to capacity building and engage in the capacity building initiatives necessary to provide streamlined visa application and immigration entry, stay and departure processing arrangements.

Dialogue with Business

Continue to maintain a dialogue with the APEC Business Mobility Group and the APEC business community (including APEC fora) on mobility issues important to the APEC region and the APEC business community. 

The current CAP relating to mobility of business people can be found in the Mobility of Business People Collective Action Plan.



	Chinese Taipei’s Approach to Mobility of Business People in 2003

Chinese Taipei will continue to participate in the activities of APEC Business Mobility Group and support the actions agreed related to Mobility of Business. Streamlined arrangements for business people will continue to be introduced. Visa regulations are transparent and available at: http://www.boca.gov.tw/english/index.htm and http://www.businessmobility.org/travel/index.asp



	Chinese Taipei’s Approach to Business Mobility in 2003

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Business Mobility Related Policies and Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	1. Chinese Taipei actively participated in the discussion and activities of APEC related to the mobility of business people and share visa information with other economies.

2. Chinese Taipei has transferred its entries in APEC Business Travel Handbook from the website of the APEC Secretariat to that of the Business Mobility Group.

3. Chinese Taipei’s Statute Governing Issuance of Visas in Foreign Passports has been amended. An English translation is available at: http://www.boca.gov.tw/~boca2000/en/visalaw_e.htm

	1. Chinese Taipei’s visa information and application forms may be found at the following website: http://www.boca.gov.tw/~boca2000/en/visalaw_e.htm
2. Chinese Taipei has regularly updated its online entries in the APEC Business Travel Handbook at: http://www.businessmobility.org/travel/index.asp

	Chinese Taipei will continue to maintain dialogue with relevant APEC bodies with respect to mobility of business people and will update visa information on the relevant websites.

	Short Term Business Entry  


	1. The duration of stay of the visa-exempt program has been extended from 14 days to 30 days.

2. Nationals from APEC member economies Republic of Korea, Malaysia and Brunei Darussalam were added to those eligible for 30-day visa-exempt program.
	1. Nationals of 31 countries (including nine APEC economies) are eligible for the visa-exempt program for a temporary stay of 30 days. Nationals of three countries are eligible for the landing visa program for a temporary stay of 30 days.

2. Business people who intend to engage in business activities for short periods in Chinese Taipei may apply for visitor visas. Bona fide business people who come to Chinese Taipei frequently may be granted at most one-year validity, multiple entry visitor visas with initial duration of stay up to 90 days. Nationals from a country with which Chinese Taipei has a reciprocal visa agreement will be issued multiple entry visitor visas with validity of five years in principle.

3. Business people who intend to supply services on a contractual basis in Chinese Taipei should apply for work permits first and then apply for visitor visas. Such visas may be issued at most with one-year validity, multiple entries, and for a period of no more than 90 days or for the duration of the contract, whichever is less.

4. Chinese Taipei signed to join the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) Scheme in August 2001; operation commenced on May 1, 2002. Under this Scheme, cardholders can enter and stay in Chinese Taipei for 90 days. Signposted ABTC lanes are available at the international airports.

5. Foreign nationals who come to Chinese Taipei to participate in APEC meetings may be granted visas gratis on a reciprocal basis.

6. The processing time for visitor visas is normally 1-3 working days.


	Chinese Taipei will continue to simplify visa application procedures for other economies’ business people who intend to conduct business or invest in Chinese Taipei, and will continue to explore the possibility of entering into long validity multiple entry visa arrangements and visa exemption measures with other APEC economies.

	Business Temporary Residency 


	
	1. Foreign nationals who intend to be employed or make investment in Chinese Taipei should apply for work permits.

2. Foreigners who intend to engage in business for a period of less than six months may apply for visitor visas. For those who want to conduct business or take employment or make investment for more than six months should apply for resident visas. Foreign nationals who do business or investments in Chinese Taipei may apply for changing their visitor visas into resident visas directly in Chinese Taipei provided that they can present official letters of approval for employment issued by the competent authorities. After arrival in Chinese Taipei, resident visa holders should apply for a Alien Resident Certificate (ARC) and Re-enter Permit.

3. An Intra-corporate transferee who is a board director, a general manager, a branch manager, a department head appointed by the board with the authority to sign for the employing entity or a specialist may enter and stay in Chinese Taipei for a three-year initial period that may be renewed for one-year periods indefinitely.

4. A natural person employed by business entities in Chinese Taipei may enter and stay for a three-year period that is extendable.

5. Chinese Taipei has a 7-30 day visa and working permit processing standard for the intra-corporate transfer of senior managers, executives and specialists seeking short periods of stay.


	Chinese Taipei will continue to simplify procedures of visa applications for business people from other economies when conducting business or investments in Chinese Taipei.

	Technical Cooperation and Training


	1. Chinese Taipei actively participated in the discussion and activities of APEC related to the examination of travel documents and professional service, in order to enhance immigration processing capacity and assist in establishing streamlined standard practices among APEC economies.
2. Chinese Taipei has agreed to join the feasibility study of the Advanced Passenger Information System (APIS) and will work with Australia to explore related issues.


	Chinese Taipei supports every effort in APEC to build document examination and professional service standards, and has sent personnel to related training activities. APEC’s training kit has been used as the textbook to train relevant immigration officials.
	Chinese Taipei will develop its own training programs in document examination and professional service management in line with APEC policy. Relevant officials will be sent abroad to study how biometric technology can be used in passports and at airport immigration points.

	Dialogue with Business


	Chinese Taipei maintains a dialogue with the APEC Business Mobility Group and with its own business community on business mobility issues, including the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) and visa arrangements.


	Dialogue between representatives from Chinese Taipei’s public and private sectors and our ABAC representatives has been established; they are discussing details of the implementation of the ABTC Scheme and other relevant visa arrangements.
	Chinese Taipei will continue to maintain the dialogue between the domestic business community and the APEC Business Mobility Group on business mobility issues.


	Improvements in Chinese Taipei’s Approach to Business Mobility since 1996*

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)*
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	Chinese Taipei actively participated in the discussion and activities of APEC related to the mobility of business people or the movement of natural persons

	1. To improve transparency, Chinese Taipei has made available its regulations on visas and the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC), application procedures, submission places and forms on government websites.

2. Chinese Taipei regularly updates the APEC Business Travel Handbook online to make its visa information/application available on the Internet.



	Short Term Business Entry


	1. Nationals of 15 countries (including 5 APEC member economies) were eligible for the visa-exempt program for a temporary stay of 14 days.

2. Foreign business people entering Chinese Taipei could obtain a multiple-entry visitor visa with validity up to one year on a reciprocal basis.
	1. The duration of stay of the visa-exempt program has been extended from 14 days to 30 days.

2. Nationals of 31 countries (including 9 APEC member economies) are eligible for the visa-exempt program for a temporary stay of 30 days. Nationals of three countries are eligible for the landing visas program for a temporary stay of 30 days.

3. The initial period of stay for business visitors admitted to enter Chinese Taipei was extended from 60 days to 90 days.

4. Business people who come to Chinese Taipei frequently may be granted at most one-year validity, multiple entry visitor visas with initial duration of stay of up to 90 days.

5. Chinese Taipei joined the APEC Business Travel Card Scheme (ABTC) in August 2001; operation commenced on May 1, 2002.



	Business Temporary Entry 


	Business people who intend to be employed in Chinese Taipei should apply for work permits and with which to apply for resident visas. After arrival, resident visa holders should apply for ARC and Re-enter Permits.
	Intra-corporate Transferees may enter and stay in Chinese Taipei for three-year initial period that may be renewed for one-year periods indefinitely.

A natural person employed by business entities in Chinese Taipei may enter and stay for a period of 3 years, which is extendable.

Resident visa holders should apply for ARC and Re-enter Permits.

	Technical Cooperation and Training 


	Chinese Taipei actively participated in the activities in this field.


	Chinese Taipei has shown its willingness to enhance its capacity in travel document examination and professional service, and has joined the feasibility study of the Advanced Passenger Information System (APIS).



	Dialogue with Business


	Chinese Taipei actively participated in the activities in this field.


	Chinese Taipei will continue to maintain dialogue with the APEC Business Mobility Group and the domestic business community on business mobility issues.




*  1996 is to be used as the Base Year for IAP reporting across all sub-fora. While the Informal Experts’ Group on Business Mobility did not commence until May 1997, it is considered that the information to be reported as ‘base information’ would not vary significantly for most Member Economies from 1996 to 1997.
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