
	CHAPTER 3: SERVICES

	Objective

APEC economies, in accordance with the APEC Policy Framework for Work on Services, will achieve free and open trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific region by:

a. progressively reducing restrictions on market access for trade in services;

b. progressively providing for inter-alia most favored nation (MFN) treatment and national treatment for trade in services;

c. providing, in regulated sectors, for the fair and transparent development, adoption and application of regulations and regulatory procedures for trade in services; and

d. recognising the role that e-commerce plays in the supply and consumption of services.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a. contribute positively and actively to the WTO negotiations on trade in services;

b. expand commitments under the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) on market access and national treatment and eliminate MFN exemptions where appropriate;

c. undertake further actions, where appropriate, to implement the APEC Menu of Options for Voluntary Liberalization, Facilitation and Promotion of Economic and Technical Cooperation in Services Trade and Investment;

d. make efforts to provide for the participation of concerned parties in regulations and regulatory processes, the fair and transparent application of regulations, and the prompt consideration of applications; 

e. support APEC capacity building efforts to supply services by, inter-alia, strengthening infrastructure, promoting the use of advanced technologies and developing human resources; and 

f. implement and maintain standards  consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.



	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take the following Collective Actions with regard to services in the telecommunications, transportation, energy and tourism sectors
, and continue to seek Collective Actions in other sectors 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
In accordance with the Cancun Declaration, APEC economies will:

a. work to bridge the digital divide at the domestic, regional and global levels, and to cooperate and collaborate with the business/private sector in this effort;

b. foster discussion between business/private sector and governments on appropriate means to assess and reward the value of products and services exchanged in the provision of converged Internet services among APEC economies, consistent with the APEC Principles on International Charging Arrangements for Internet Services;

c. foster the development of effective policies that support competitive markets in the domestic and international telecommunications and information industries;

d. accelerate the pace of implementation of the Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment for Telecommunications Equipment (MRA);

e. work to ensure that policy and regulatory environments better foster the uptake of e-commerce;

f. implement within voluntary time frames the APEC Interconnection Principles and consult on the need for further discussions on interconnection; and

g. give attention to user requirements for open standards and systems to support interoperability
In addition, APEC economies are encouraged to conform, where appropriate, to:

1. The WTO Telecommunications Regulatory Principles Reference Paper;

2. The Information Technology Agreement (ITA); and

3. The Guidelines for Trade in International Value-Added Network Services (IVANS).
TRANSPORTATION  
APEC economies will:

a. respond to the Leaders ‘Auckland Challenge’ of 1999, by implementing the eight steps for more competitive air services on a voluntary basis and by identifying further steps to liberalize air services in accordance with the Bogor Goals, and provide annual progress reports to Leaders through SOM (Note:  some components of this project may fall under Part II Ecotech, subject to further developments);

b.
develop by 2005 an efficient, safe and competitive operating environment for maritime transport, including ports, in the region through improved transparency of maritime and port policies (Note:  some components of this project may fall under Part II Ecotech, subject to further developments);

c. complete the Road Transport Harmonization Project and encourage the development of mutual recognition arrangements for certification of automotive product and harmonization of economies’ vehicle regulations through cooperation within United Nations Economic Commission for Europe; and

d. 
seek to eliminate the requirement for paper documents (both regulatory and institutional) for the key messages relevant to international transport and trade as soon as practicable by 2005. 

ENERGY 

APEC Economies, by developing and building on the 14 non-binding policy principles endorsed by APEC Energy Ministers at their Sydney meeting in 1996 which are consistent with the vision, objectives and strategic themes of the recently endorsed Future Directions Strategic Plan that will guide their work over the next five years:

a. will facilitate trade and investment in the energy sector by

i. responding to the outcomes of a current study on "Strengthening the Operational Aspects of APEC Energy Micro -Economic Reform" that will, inter-alia, inform on barriers to investment in the energy sector and how to remove the barriers.

ii. analysing the broad economic impacts of micro-economic reform policies to deregulate energy markets.

iii. responding as appropriate to the identification of the barriers (policy, technical, regulatory and legal) to the interconnection of power grids in APEC member economies.

iv. actively pursuing the Implementation Strategy and considering the use of Implementation Facilitation Assistance Teams (IFAT) to assist in further reform of the energy markets.

v. strengthening policy dialogue among member economies on important issues affecting energy markets.

vi. supporting the APEC 21st Century Renewable Energy Development Initiative which seeks to advance the use of renewable energy for sustainable economic development and growth in member economies.

vii. encouraging in the longer term a greater strategic input from business through the Energy Working Group Business Network (EBN).

b. will seek to reduce barriers to trade created by differing energy performance test methods and energy performance requirements by supporting the establishment of an APEC Energy Efficiency Test Procedures Coordinator.

c.
will strengthen energy security in the region by developing and implementing an energy security initiative with the aim of improving the functioning of energy markets; energy efficiency and conservation; diversification of energy resources; renewable energy development and deployment; and enhance short term preparedness such as oil stocks and surge production of oil; and explore the potential for alternative transport fuels
TOURISM

APEC economies will:

a.
Remove impediments to tourism business and investment by:

(i)
promoting and facilitating the mobility of skills, training and labor;

(ii)
promoting and facilitating productive investment in tourism and associated sectors;

(iii)
removing regulatory impediments to tourism business and investment; and

(iv)
encouraging liberalization of services trade related to tourism under General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS)

b.
Increase mobility of visitors and demand for tourism goods and services in the APEC region by:

(i)
facilitating seamless travel for visitors;

(ii)
enhancing visitor experiences;

(iii)
promoting inter- and intra-regional marketing opportunities and cooperation;

(iv)
facilitating and promoting e-commerce for tourism business;

(v)
enhancing safety and security of visitors; and

(vi)
fostering a non-discriminatory approach to the provision of visitor facilities and services.

c.
Sustainably manage tourism outcomes and impacts by:

(i)
demonstrate an appreciation and understanding of natural environment and seek to protect the environment

(ii)
foster ecologically sustainable development opportunities across the tourism sector, particularly for small and medium sized enterprises, employment and providing for open and sustainable tourism markets

(iii)
protect the social integrity of host communities with particular attention to the implications of gender in the management and development of tourism

(iv)
recognize, respect and preserve local and indigenous cultures together with our natural and national cultural heritage

(v)
enhance capability building in the management and development of tourism.

d.
Enhance recognition and understanding of tourism as a vehicle for economic and social development by:

(i)
harmonizing methodologies for key tourism statistical collections, consistent with activities of other international tourism organizations

(ii)
facilitating the exchange of information on tourism between economies

(iii)
promoting comprehensive analysis of the role of tourism in member economies in promoting sustainable growth

(iv)
expanding our collective knowledge base on tourism issues in order to identify emerging issues and assist in the implementation of the Seoul Declaration on an APEC Tourism Charter.  

The current CAP relating to services can be found in the Services Collective Action Plan


	Chinese Taipei’s Approach to Trade in Services in 2006
Chinese Taipei is willing to participate actively in the WTO new round of multilateral negotiations both on horizontal issues and sector specific issues. It will try to contribute to the negotiation process and consider the possibility of unilaterally undertaking further liberalization measures based on domestic development needs.
Chinese Taipei believes that only after most WTO Members have tabled their initial offers can they expedite the GATS services negotiations, so we urge Members that have not yet submitted their initial offers to do so as soon as possible. We have already submitted our revised offer to the WTO Secretariat on May 31, 2005. We encourage Members that have already submitted initial offers to table their revised offers to provide commercially meaningful opportunities for market access.

 Since the request-offer method alone is not producing desired results in the new round of negotiations of trade in services, Chinese Taipei has actively engaged in the plurilateral negotiations which were adopted as a complementary approach in the 2005 WTO Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration, aiming to facilitate the successful conclusion of services negotiations by 2006.




	Chapter 3: Chinese Taipei’s General Approach to Trade in Services in 2006
*Competition Policy will be dealt with in the Competition Policy Chapter (link)

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Foreign Investment or Right of Establishment (including Joint Venture Requirements)


	NIL

	1. According to the “Statute for Investment by Overseas Chinese” and “Statute for Investment by Foreign Nationals,” overseas Chinese and foreign nationals who apply to invest in Chinese Taipei should obtain an approval in advance and apply to set up  their establishments according to relevant laws.

2. According to the “Company Law” and “Statute for Investment by Foreign Nationals,” foreign investors can establish proprietorships, partnerships or companies.

3. A foreign company can set up a branch office in Chinese Taipei, after obtaining recognition in accordance with the “Company Law” and “Statute for Investment by Foreign Nationals.”

4. A foreign company can set up a representative office after obtaining an approval in accordance with the “Company Law.”

5. Related web site: http://www.moea.gov.tw/~meco/doc/ndoc/eng.doc  


	The "Statute for Investment by Overseas Chinese” and “Statute for Investment by Foreign Nationals” will be revised, after which the “Negative List for Investment by Overseas Chinese and Foreign Nationals” will be abolished.

	Temporary Entry and Stay of Service Providers and Intra-Corporate Transferees


	NIL
	1. According to Article 48 of the Employment Services Act, the Council of Labor Affairs shall collect related regulations stipulated by agencies having authority over each type of business concerning the recruitment and supervision of foreign persons to promulgate “Regulations on the Permission and Administration of the Employment of Foreign Workers,” and it will be the central competent authority to receive applications for work permit. Effective from January 15, 2004, the Council of Labor Affairs started the one-stop center of processing for hiring foreign professional workers and its application for work permits.
2. A foreign person who has not obtained a work permit shall not be recruited to work within Chinese Taipei.
3. Except when other provisions in the Employment Service Act apply, foreign persons recruited by employers to do a job within Chinese Taipei shall be limited to those performing special or technical services, teachers of public or registered private colleges or universities, or primary schools for foreign residents, etc.
4. Prior to the recruitment of foreign persons for work prescribed in the Employment Service Act, the employer is required to examine and prepare related documents and apply for permission from the Bureau of Employment and Vocational Training, Council of Labor Affairs.
5. Because of the simplification of application documents, the time required for the issuance of hiring permits is now about 7 to 10 working days.
6. Professional and technical foreign employees may be granted work permits valid for up to three years, which are extendable if necessary; the maximum extension is up to 3 years.
7. According to “Regulations on the Permission and Administration of the Employment of Foreign Workers,” foreign personnel who are assigned to Chinese Taipei for a period of 14 days or below to carry out professional or technical work pursuant to contracts signed by foreign companies with enterprises in Chinese Taipei for the solicitation of business, engagement in business, carrying out of technical cooperation, etc. do not need to apply for work permits; those who stay in Chinese Taipei for periods of up to 15 days should apply to the competent authority (CLA) for work permits. To those who stay up to 15 days but below 90 days who have legitimate reasons for failing to submit work permit application prior to their arrival, should apply for permission for each business objective agencies within 15 days after they enter Chinese Taipei. Those who stay more than 90 days should apply for permission prior to their arrivals.
8. “Qualifications and Criteria Standards for foreigners undertaking the jobs specified under Article 46.1.1 to 46.1.6 of the Employment Service Act” was issued on Jan 13, 2004. According to Article 5 of these Standards, foreign specialists and technical personnel are required to have a university degree and two years of working experience; those with master’s degrees are relaxed to have no related working experience. In addition, in Article 6, in order to assist enterprises to hire professional and technical personnel, foreigners should not be confined to the above working experience limitations when approved by Central competent authorities along with the specific industry authorities at the central government level during the change of industry environment.
9. Foreign nationals who have been hired by Chinese Taipei enterprises may directly apply for resident visas to our overseas offices with official letters of approval of employment issued by the competent authorities.
10. Foreign nationals who have entered Chinese Taipei with appropriate visitor visas and intend to assume employment in Chinese Taipei may apply for changing their visitor visas into resident visas directly in Chinese Taipei provided they can present official letters of approval of employment issued by the competent authorities.
11. Chinese Taipei signed to join the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) Scheme in August 2001; operation commenced on May 1, 2002. Under this Scheme, cardholders during the validity of cards are entitled to a multiple entry, 3 months period of stay each time and can use the special service lane at  specific international airports.
12. Foreign investors may apply for visitor visas to stay in Chinese Taipei for up to six months. Foreigners who are essential to the execution of investment projects may apply for resident visas with recruitment permissions issued by competent authority agencies.
13. Foreign business persons who visit Chinese Taipei frequently for a short periods to engage in business activities may apply to Chinese Taipei’s overseas missions for one-year multiple-entry visitor visas with duration of stay up to 90 days.
14. For further information, please visit the websites http://www.evta.gov.tw/ and http://www.boca.gov.tw/ for your reference.
15. Please also refer to Chapter 13: Mobility of Business People in Chinese Taipei’s IAP 2005.


	Chinese Taipei will regularly review the

procedures for visa application so as to facilitate the mobility of business people. 
Chinese Taipei will continually review the criteria for the issuance of multiple-entry visas.

	Foreign Exchange Control/

Movement of Capital


	1. In 2003 the Central Bank of China, Chinese Taipei, approved  issuance of NT$ bonds by the Nordic Investment Bank (NIB), European Investment Bank (EIB), Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI) and European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)  amounting to  NT$15 billion, NT$15 billion, NT$6 billion and NT$35 billion respectively.

2. In 2004 (as of August 2004) the Central Bank of China, Chinese Taipei, approved issuance of NT$ bonds by the Council of Europe Development Bank (CEDB) amounting to NT$15 billion.
3. On September 30, 2003, the Qualified Foreign Institutional Investors (QFII) system was abolished. Foreign institutional investors are no longer subject to any investment quota or validity period limits.

	1. Remittances not involving the conversion of New Taiwan dollars are completely liberalized.
2. Concerning remittances involving the conversion of New Taiwan dollars:

1. Remittances relating to transactions of goods and services and direct investments as well as portfolio investments approved by the competent authorities are completely liberalized.
2. Remittances relating to other transactions:
a. Total annual remittance not exceeding USD50 million by a company or a firm, total annual remittance not exceeding USD 5 million by an individual or an association, and a single remittance not exceeding USD 100,000 by a non-resident may proceed directly through authorized banks.
b. Total annual remittance exceeding USD 50 million by a company or a firm, total annual remittance exceeding USD 5 million by an individual or an association, and a single remittance exceeding USD 100,000 by a non-resident require CBC’s prior approval.
3. The regulations for foreigners investing in the local securities market are as follows: There is no limit on the ratios of shares held by any single foreign investor and all foreign investors.
3. Web site: All foreign exchange regulations may be found at the website http://www.cbc.gov.tw/. In case there is any question about foreign exchange regulations, please write to adminrol@mail.cbc.gov.tw for answers.
	NIL



	Implement APEC Leaders’ 

Transparency Standards on 

Services(

	All laws, regulations, judicial decisions and administrative rulings of general application relating to trade in services are published or otherwise made available in such a manner as to enable interested persons and other economies to become acquainted with them. Chinese Taipei will use the Internet as much as possible, and specifically, official government web sites.

	All laws, regulations, judicial decisions and administrative rulings of general application relating to trade in services are published or otherwise made available in such a manner as to enable interested persons and other economies to become acquainted with them. Chinese Taipei will use the Internet as much as possible, and specifically, official government web sites.

	NIL



	Other Generic Requirements 

Applied to Trade in Services


	Acquiring rights and interests to land:
Chinese Taipei has relaxed restrictions on purposes of land use. Aliens may be allowed to acquire land for investments helpful or useful in major infrastructure projects, overall economic development, or agricultural and animal husbandry industries that are approved by the government authorities concerned.
	Acquiring rights and interests to land:

Foreigners are permitted to lease or purchase land for business offices, residences, shops and factories, churches, hospitals, schools for expatriates, chancelleries, facilities of non-profit organizations and graveyards on a reciprocal basis. However, land in forestry, aquaculture, hunting reserves, salt plants, mineral deposits exploitation, water resources, military bases and areas, and land adjacent to the national frontiers may not be transferred to, used as collateral by, or leased to foreigners.


	NIL




	Chapter 3:  Improvements in Chinese Taipei’s Approach to Trade in Services since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Made to Date

	General Policy Position


	Chinese Taipei had substantially liberalized the services markets since the beginning of the 1980s. During the process of its accession to the WTO, Chinese Taipei made even faster reforms to provide greater access to its services market. Chinese Taipei had made commitments to over 100 sub-sectors and retained only one MFN treatment exemption and limited national treatment exceptions.

In compliance with the agreement to be reached within GATS-related negotiating groups or working parties, Chinese Taipei will not only make further commitments to provide greater market access in specific sub-sectors, but also review and explore possibilities of reducing or eliminating the current restrictions on market access and national treatment.

To facilitate its further economic development, Chinese Taipei had, since 1994, promoted the liberalization of services trade through a variety of market opening and administrative reform measures in the areas of portfolio investment, capital flow, entry/exit by natural persons, telecommunications, banking, insurance, securities, and transportation. By the end of October of 1996, Chinese Taipei had fulfilled all of its commitments contained in the May 1, 1996 draft schedule of commitments, except, due to pending relative law amendments: (1) replacing the then-current foreign liability ceiling system with a reserve requirement system; (2) opening up the travel agency market to foreigners, and (3) allowing foreign attorneys with certain qualifications to practice in specific legal areas. Chinese Taipei was pressing forward with measures that promoted liberalization in services trade.

	To facilitate its further economic development, Chinese Taipei has, in recent years, promoted the liberalization of services trade through a variety of market opening and administrative reform measures in the areas of portfolio investment, capital flow, entry/exit of natural persons, telecommunications, banking, insurance, securities, and transportation. In the future, in compliance with the agreement to be reached within GATS-related negotiating groups or working parties, Chinese Taipei will not only make further commitments to provide greater market access in specific sub-sectors, but also review and explore possibilities of reducing or eliminating the current restrictions on market access and national treatment. (2002 IAP)

In line with the GATS, Chinese Taipei has made commitments on over 100 sub-sectors and retained three MFN treatment exemptions and limited national treatment exceptions. By the end of August in 2000, Chinese Taipei has fulfilled most of its commitments contained in the draft schedule of commitments (WT/ACC/SPEC/TPKM/3), with few exceptions, such as: (1) replacing the current foreign liability ceiling system with a reserve requirement system that applies to banks operating in Chinese Taipei, and (2) allowing foreign attorneys with certain qualifications to practice in specific legal areas. (2000 IAP)

In accordance with the conclusions reached by the Negotiating Group on Movement of Natural Persons and Group on Basic Telecommunications, Chinese Taipei has included the relevant commitments and its draft schedule of specific commitments. (2000 IAP)
Revision of laws pertaining to the replacement of the current foreign liability ceiling system with a reserve requirement system was finished at the end of July 1999.


	Foreign Investment or Right of Establishment (including Joint Venture Requirements)


	Direct Investment:

Foreign service providers were allowed to set up business establishments in Chinese Taipei in the following forms unless the specific service sector was otherwise restricted:

1. According to the Statute for Investment by Foreign Nationals, foreign investors could, with approval of the Investment Commission of the Ministry of Economic Affairs, establish proprietary business, partnership or companies. The formation of companies by such foreign investors was not subject to the above-mentioned restrictions under the Company Law, and if the foreign investors' equity holding reached 45% or more, the company so formed was exempt from the requirement of public issuance of shares.

2. A foreign company could, after obtaining recognition in accordance with the Company Law, set up a branch office in Chinese Taipei.

3. A foreign company could, after obtaining an approval by the agency in charge of the relevant industry, set up a representative office to conduct its business.

4. A foreign professional fulfilling the requirements as laid by the agency in charge of relevant industry could, after obtaining an approval by that agency, set up an office and practice the business approved in Chinese Taipei.

Portfolio Investment:

Foreign investors (including institutional investors, other juristic persons and natural persons) could, after registering in the Taiwan Stock Exchange, open accounts and invest in Chinese Taipei's securities market.

	Direct Investment:

Chinese Taipei has revised its “Negative List for Investment by Overseas Chinese and Foreign Nationals” many times in order to relax restrictions on foreign investment and reduce the range of service industries in which foreign investment is prohibited or restricted.
(a) On Oct. 15, 1997,“car rental services” and “truck freight transport and container trucking services” were switched from the “Prohibited Industries” to the “Restricted Industries”.
(b) On May 27, 1998, “power generation”, “power transmission” and “power distribution” classified under the  “electric light and power supply” were removed from the list of “Prohibited Industries” to “Restricted Industries”. 

(c) On Sep. 8, 1999, "cable broadcast and television" and "satellite broadcast and television" were switched from the list of "Prohibited Industries" to the "Restricted Industries", ”securities and futures dealers industry", and "publishing", were removed from the “Restricted Industries”. 
(d) On February 21, 2003, “private operated small truck cargo transportation” was removed from the “Prohibited Industries”, “railway transportation” and “real estate” were removed from the “Restricted Industries”.
(g) On Apr. 1, 2004, “general trucking services” was removed from the “Prohibited Industries”.

Portfolio Investment:

Any single foreign investment organization, legal entity or natural person cannot hold more than 15% of the total issued shares of a listed company. Foreign investment organizations, legal entities or natural persons cannot hold more than 30% of the total issued shares of a listed company. (1998 IAP)

To increase internationalization of the securities market, the Central Bank, in agreement with the Ministry of Finance, agreed to raise the upper ceiling of foreign investment by individual investors (i.e., any single foreign investment organization, legal entity or natural person) in any single publicly listed company from 15% to 50% of that company’s total issued shares beginning March 30, 1999. At the same time, the upper ceiling of total foreign investment in a publicly listed company was raised from 30% to 50%. (1999 IAP)
Since December 30 2000, there has been no limitation of shareholding for foreign investors of the outstanding shares of each listed/quoted company except for some specific industries.
On September 30, 2003, Chinese Taipei amended the “Regulations Governing Investment in Securities by Overseas Chinese and Foreign Nationals”, in which the Qualified Foreign Institutional Investors (QFII) system was abolished and a new FINI registration procedure was introduced to facilitate foreign investment. Under the FINI registration system, foreign institutional investors are no longer subject to any investment quota or validity period limits. Moreover, instead of obtaining permission from the SFB, all foreign investors can invest in the securities market after simply registering with the Taiwan Stock Exchange Co. (TSEC) and obtaining an investment ID certificate. There is also no limit of investment quota for foreign institutional investors.

	Temporary Entry and Stay of Service Providers and Intra-Corporate Transferees


	1. Business visitors could enter and stay in Chinese Taipei provided that the initial stay did not exceed 60 days.
2. Intra-corporate transferees might enter and stay in Chinese Taipei provided that the stay did not exceed three years.
3. Foreigners employed in Chinese Taipei might enter and stay in Chinese Taipei provided that the stay did not exceed two years.
4. Aliens entering Chinese Taipei with a visitor visa had to leave within the approved time of stay.
5. Aliens who had entered Chinese Taipei with a visitor visa permitting an extension and who needed to extend their stay had to, prior to the expiration of his/her approved time of stay, apply for the extension to the police station at the place where he/she stayed. The time of each of these extensions could not be longer than that of the original visa, and application for extension was limited to two times only with the aggregate time of extended stays not over six months.
6. Aliens holding a stay visa permitting no extension who needed to extend their stay due to any force majeure or other serious accidents had to apply for approval of such an extension to the National Police Administration.
7. Aliens who entered Chinese Taipei on visa-exempt status who needed to extend their stay due to serious disease, natural disaster or other force majeure were required to apply for visitor visas from the Bureau of Consular Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, or its branch.
8. Foreign businesspersons entering Chinese Taipei could generally obtain multiple-entry visitor visas with validity up to one year on a reciprocal basis.
9. Citizens of 15 countries (including 5 APEC economies) were entitled to a visa-exempt program for a temporary stay of 14 days.
10. Since Chinese Taipei already had consular representative offices in most APEC economies, it was convenient for foreigners not entitled to the visa-exempt program to obtain a visa. The normal processing time for visitor visa without reference was about 1 to 3 days.


	1. Intra-corporate transferees and foreigners employed in Chinese Taipei may enter Chinese Taipei with visitor visas and apply for resident visas in Chinese Taipei directly. The period of stay has been extended from 2 years to 3 years. (1997 IAP)
2. Visa exemption entry and landing visa programs have been implemented. (1997 IAP)
3. Intra-corporate transferees may enter and stay in Chinese Taipei for a three-year period; one-year extensions may be applied for. (1998 IAP)
4. Natural persons without commercial presence may enter and temporarily stay in Chinese Taipei on a contract basis. Each temporary stay may be for a period of no more than 90 days or for the duration of the contract, whatever is less. (1998 IAP)
5. In 1997, the procedure for applying to change a foreign businessperson’s visitor’s visa into a resident visa was simplified. The duration of stay was extended from 60 days to 90 days.
6. In 1999, citizens of 18 countries (including 5 APEC economies) were entitled to the visa-exempt program for temporary stays of 14 days.
7. Intra-corporate transferees may be admitted to enter and stay in Chinese Taipei for three-year periods; extensions may be applied for if necessary. (2001 IAP)
8. Foreigners employed in Chinese Taipei may enter and stay in Chinese Taipei for a three-year period; extensions may be applied for if necessary. (2001 IAP)
9. Citizens of 21 countries (including 6 APEC economies) are entitled to the visa-exempt program for temporary stays of 14 days. (2001 IAP)
10. Chinese Taipei signed to join the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) Scheme in August 2001; operation commenced on May 1, 2002. Under this Scheme, cardholders during the validity of cards are entitled to a multiple entry, 3 months period of stay each time and may use the special service lane at specific international airports.
11. Citizens of 30 countries (including 8 APEC economies) are eligible for the visa-exempt program for temporary stays of 30 days.
12. According to Article 48 of the Employment Services Act, the Council of Labor Affairs shall collect related regulations stipulated by agencies having authority over each type of business concerning the recruitment and supervision of foreign persons to promulgate “Regulations on the Permission and Administration of the Employment of Foreign Workers,” and it will be the central competent authority to receive applications for work permit. Effective from January 15, 2004, the Council of Labor Affairs started the one-stop center of processing for hiring foreign professional workers and its application for work permits.
13. Due to the simplification of application documents, the time required for the issuance of hiring permits is now about 7 to 10 working days, and for the issuance of resident visas about 3 to 7 working days.
14. Professional and technical foreign employees may be granted work permits valid for up to three years, which are extendable if necessary; the maximum extension is up to 3 years.
15. According to “Regulations on the Permission and Administration of the Employment of Foreign Workers,” foreign personnel who are assigned to Chinese Taipei for a period of 14 days or below to carry out professional or technical work pursuant to contracts signed by foreign companies with enterprises in Chinese Taipei for the solicitation of business, engagement in business, carrying out of technical cooperation, etc. do not need to apply for work permits; those who stay in Chinese Taipei for periods of up to 15 days should apply to the competent authority for work permits. Those who stay up to 15 days but below 90 days who have legitimate reasons for failing to submit work permit application prior to their arrival should apply for permission for each business objective agencies within 15 days after they enter Chinese Taipei. Those who stay more than 90 days should apply for permission prior to their arrivals.
16. “Qualifications and Criteria Standards for foreigners undertaking the jobs specified under Article 46.1.1 to 46.1.6 of the Employment Service Act” was issued on Jan 13, 2004. According to Article 5 of these Standards, foreign specialists and technical personnel are required to have a university degree and two years of working experience; those with master’s degrees are relaxed to have no related working experience.  In addition, Article 6 stipulates that in order to assist enterprises to hire professional and technical personnel, foreigners should not be confined to the above working experience limitations when approved by central competent authorities along with the specific industry authorities at the central authority level during the change of industry environment. 


	Foreign Exchange Control/

Movement of Capital


	Foreign Exchange Control:

1. All movements of funds in respect of goods, services and capital, excluding short-term portfolio investment capital, were unrestricted. In addition, each firm and individual might have freely-settled foreign exchange limits of US$20 million and US$5 million per year, respectively.
2. Authorized foreign exchange banks might set their foreign exchange position limits themselves and put them in force after consulting with the Central Bank, but their foreign liabilities were subject to certain limits.
3. The scope of forward foreign exchange transactions had been expanded through the adoption of a “negative list.”
4. Offshore Banking Units (OBUs) might only deal with non-residents and financial institutions when transacting foreign currency business.

 

Movement of Capital:

1. Movement of capital for foreign exchange of current account, direct investment and trade was completely free.
2. Each person had an annual and freely settled foreign exchange quota up to US $5 million, and each company as well as firm had an annual and freely usable foreign exchange quota up to US $20 million.
3. Few restrictions concerning short-term portfolio investment capital remained in force.


	Foreign Exchange Control:

1. Chinese Taipei will semi-annually review the ceiling on the amounts that individuals and corporation may freely exchange per year with a view to reducing such limitation. (1997 IAP)
2. Chinese Taipei will continue to review from time to time the maximum amount that each foreign institutional investor can invest in the local securities market, as well as the maximum percentages of stock that a single individual and all foreign investors can hold in each local company. If economic and financial conditions so warrant, Chinese Taipei will further raise the maximum amount and the ratios, and also liberalize other related restrictions after these reviews. (1997 IAP)
3. The amount of freely settled foreign exchange for companies and entities was increased from US$20 million to US$50 million per year. (1997 IAP)
4. Authorized foreign exchange banks may engage in forward foreign exchange business for all related underlying documentations. The limitations on contract terms of forward foreign exchange transactions have been deleted. (1997 IAP)
5. The foreign liability limits for authorized foreign exchange banks were abolished. (1997 IAP)

 

Movement of Capital:

1. Domestic firms borrowing from overseas foreign financial institutions, with prior approval from the Central Bank of China, Chinese Taipei, may freely settle foreign exchange as funds for their medium and long-term investment. (1997 IAP)
2. With respect to foreigners' investment in local securities market, the period in which outward remittance of qualified foreign institutional investors' investment principals could be remitted in again was extended from 3 months to 6 months. (1996 IAP)
The period in which outward remittance of qualified foreign institutional investors’ investment principals may be remitted back into Chinese Taipei was extended from 6 months to 12 months. (1997 IAP)

The period in which outward remittance of qualified foreign institutional investors' investment principals could be remitted in again was abolished, and the 1-year mandatory inward remittance validity of each QFII’s investment principal was extended from 1 year to 2 years. (2001 IAP)

Foreign investors (including institutional investors, other judicial persons and natural persons) can, after obtaining an approval, invest in Chinese Taipei's securities market. From December 2000 onwards, the shares of a listed company held by any single investor and all foreign investors as a whole can be up to 100% of the market capitalization of the company. (2001 IAP)
The NT$3 billion quota for each QFII to invest in local securities and the 2-year mandatory inward remittance validity of approved quota for each QFII were both lifted. (2003 IAP)
On October 2, 2003, the QFII system was abolished. From then onwards, foreign investors have been divided into two categories, namely foreign institutional investors (FINI) and foreign individual investors (FIDI), and there is no investment quota for each FINI. In addition, the procedure of foreign investors to invest in local securities market was simplified, instead of obtaining approval from the SFC, they only need to register with Taiwan Stock Exchange Co. and obtain an investment ID. (2003 IAP)

3. With respect to foreigners' issuing securities in the local market, the Central Bank of China, Chinese Taipei, has since 1996 approved the issuance of NT$ bonds by the following banks (to the corresponding amounts as indicated below):

1997:

Asian Development Bank (ADB): NT$7 billion 

Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI): NT$6.8 billion 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD): NT$6 billion

1998:

EBRD: NT$13.6 billion 

European Investment Bank (EIB): NT$6 billion 

Inter-American Development Bank (IDB): NT$7.6 billion 

Nordic Investment Bank (NIB): NT$ 6 billion 

1999:

EBRD: NT$19.6 billion

EIB: NT$6 billion

Council of Europe Social Development Fund (CEF): NT$6 billion

NIB: NT$10 billion

IDB: NT$7.6 billion

CABEI: NT$10.3 billion 

2000:

EBRD: NT$6 billion

IDB: NT$7 billion

2001:

IDB: NT$19 billion

Council of Europe Development Bank (CEDB): NT$6 billion

EBRD: NT$12 billion

EIB: NT$12 billion

2002:

ADB: NT$10 billion 

IDB: NT$12 billion

EIB: NT$15 billion

CEDB: NT$10 billion

2003:

NIB: NT$15 billion

EIB: NT$15 billion

CABEI: NT$6 billion

EBRD: NT$35 billion

2004 (as of August 2004):

CEDB: NT$ 15 billion

4. On March 30, 2002, the Central Bank of China, Chinese Taipei, announced the amendment of “Regulations Governing the Declaration of Foreign Exchange Receipts and Disbursements or Transactions.” The major amendment is that an obligatory declarant can use the Internet to declare his or her foreign exchange receipts and disbursements or transactions through authorized foreign exchange banks approved by the Central Bank doing Internet foreign exchange operations. (2002 IAP)
5. On April 30, 2003, the Central Bank of China, Chinese Taipei, amended "Regulations Governing the Declaration of Foreign Exchange Receipts and Disbursements or Transactions." The major amendments are as follows:

(1) The declaration of foreign exchange settlements can be classified into three categories: (a) direct settlements with authorized banks, (b) settlements with supporting documents verified by the authorized banks, (c) settlements with prior approval from the CBC.
(2) Enactment of rules related to civil rights and obligations that were previously regulated by the CBC's circular letters.
(3) Regulations on foreign exchange settlements that require CBC's prior approval are defined.
(4) Under certain conditions, the reporting party may apply to the CBC for modifying the contents of the declaration statements after the declaration has been filed.
(5) Other transaction certificates for foreign exchange receipts and disbursements or transactions not involving the conversion of NT dollars issued by the authorized banks may serve as declaration statements. (2003 IAP)

	Implement APEC Leaders’ 

Transparency Standards on 

Services(

	All laws, regulations, judicial decisions and administrative rulings of general application relating to trade in services were published or otherwise made available in such a manner as to enable interested persons and other economies to become acquainted with them. Chinese Taipei used the Internet as much as possible, and specifically, official government web sites.

	All laws, regulations, judicial decisions and administrative rulings of general application relating to trade in services are published or otherwise made available in such a manner as to enable interested persons and other economies to become acquainted with them. Chinese Taipei uses the Internet as much as possible, and specifically, official government web sites.

	Other Generic Requirements Applied to Trade in Services


	Acquiring rights and interests to land:

Based on the principle of reciprocity, foreigners are permitted to purchase or lease land and buildings that are used for offering services and residences for personnel.


	Acquiring rights and interests to land:

Foreigners are permitted to lease or purchase land for business offices, residences, shops and factories, churches, hospitals, schools for expatriates, chancelleries, facilities of non-profit organizations and graveyards on a reciprocal basis. However, land in forestry, aquaculture, hunting reserves, salt plants, mineral deposits exploitation, water resources, military bases and areas, and land adjacent to the national frontiers may not be transferred to, used as collateral by, or leased to foreigners. (1997-2000 IAP)

Chinese Taipei has relaxed restrictions on purposes of land use. Aliens may be allowed to acquire land for investments helpful or useful in major infrastructure projects, overall economic development, or agricultural and animal husbandry industries that are approved by the government authorities concerned. (2003 IAP)



Appendix – APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Services
Introduction

Economies agree to implement, in respect of services, the General Principles contained in paragraphs 1-6 and paragraph 11 of the Leaders’ Statement to Implement APEC Transparency Standards (“Leaders’ Statement”).  

Economies believe that, in the services context, it is particularly important to emphasize Leaders’ observation that transparency contributes to: good governance; improving public confidence in, and legitimacy of, regulatory regimes; better understanding of regulatory objectives; more efficient markets; and a more attractive investment climate in both small and large economies.  

Economies take note of Leaders’ recognition that implementation of these standards will be an important APEC-led contribution to achieving success in the WTO Doha Development Agenda (DDA) GATS negotiations.  

Transparency Standards on Services:

1.  (a) Each economy will, in the manner provided for in paragraph 1 of the General Principles in the Leaders’ Statement, ensure that its laws, regulations, and administrative procedures related to applications for licenses or authorizations (including, inter alia, licensing procedures and requirements/criteria, qualification procedures and requirements, and technical standards) and their renewal or extension are promptly published or otherwise made available in such a manner as to enable interested persons and other Economies to become acquainted with them.  (b)  Economies will use the Internet as much as possible, and specifically, official government web sites, to fulfill this obligation.  

2.  Economies will publicize and maintain at least one enquiry point that will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions from an interested person or another Economy pertaining to any actual or proposed measure. Economies will also make the names, official addresses, and other contact information (including website, telephone, facsimile) of its enquiry point(s) publicly available.  

3.  Economies will diligently complete and provide annual updates to their electronic Individual Action Plans (E- IAPs) for services sectors.  

4.  Regarding authorizations and licensing procedures, when possible:  (a) the competent authorities of an Economy will, within a reasonable period of time after the submission of an application considered complete under domestic laws and regulations, inform the applicant of the decision concerning the application.  The competent authorities will establish deadlines for processing of completed applications under normal circumstances.  (b)  at the request of the applicant, the competent authorities of the Economy will provide, without undue delay, information concerning the status of the application, including any reason for denial.  Applicants will also be given the opportunity to resubmit or amend their application for further review, or file an appeal if an application is denied or found in violation of public regulations.  (c) Examinations required as part of the application process for a license or authorization will be offered at reasonable intervals and cost.  

5.  These Standards should be administered in a reasonable, objective and impartial manner. 

�  The following Collective Actions have been extracted from the annexed Action Programs of Working Groups in which substantial progress has already been made in services, in order to illustrate liberalization and facilitation related activities to be undertaken in these sectors.  Activities in these sectors are also dealt with in Part Two.


(  Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Services, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� attached at the end of this document.


(  Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Services, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  Economies should continue to use 1996 as the base year for previously raised IAP transparency issues, but may use 2003 as the base year for reporting on new transparency commitments per the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.
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