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	Operational Requirements


	
	In order to provide legal services in Chile, there is not special requirement. However, in order to provide a service, “Professional Services Providers” shall register at the Internal Tax Service (Servicio de Impuestos Internos, SII), and obtain a Tax Identification Number or RUT (Rol Único Tributario) for tax purposes. Also, if the service provider is a “resident natural person” it will need to obtain a certificate for "initiation of activities", prior to initiate any commercial activities. For those nonresident service providers who seek to provide a service under temporary entry status, “initiation of activities” is not mandatory. 

SII´s jurisdiction over each "Person" (natural or juridical) is asserted on a domicile basis.
	

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	
	Services providers have to be in possession of the University Degree of Lawyer granted by a University recognized by the State of Chile. After the award of professional degrees by the Universities, no additional professional examinations exist in Chile.


	

	Foreign Entry


	
	See Chapter 13 on Mobility of Business People.


	

	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	
	Only Chilean individuals shall be authorized to practice as lawyers. Only lawyers (abogados) duly qualified to practice law shall be authorized to plead a case in Chilean courts and to file the first legal action or claim of each party.  The following documents, among others, shall be drawn up solely by lawyers (“abogados”):  drafting of articles of incorporation and amendments thereto; mutual termination of obligations or liquidation of corporations; liquidation of community property between spouses (sociedad conyugal); distribution of property; articles of incorporation of juridical persons, associations, water canal members (asociaciones de canalistas), and cooperatives associations (cooperativas); agreements governing financial transactions; corporate bond issuance agreements; and sponsoring applications for legal representation made by corporations and foundations.
Only Chilean individuals may act as Public Defenders, Public Notaries under civil law, Custodians, Archivists, Licensed Attorneys, Court Clerks, Arbitrators, Receivers in Bankruptcy and Public Auctioneers. It is also required to be a Chilean individual to act as Customs Brokers or Agents.

None of these measures apply to foreign legal consultants who practice or advise on the law of any country in which that consultant is authorized to practice as a lawyer.  

	


