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39th Meeting of the APEC Expert Group on Energy Efficiency & Conservation (EGEE&C 39)

Draft meeting summary 
27-28 February 2012
Novotel Sydney Manly Pacific, Sydney

Day 1, Session 1: Welcome Address

The Chair welcomed participants to the meeting.  
Day 1, Session 2: 
Opening remarks, introductions, adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted.  Meeting participants introduced themselves.  The Chair gave a quick update on key developments since EGEE&C 38 (Seoul, Korea, November 2011), including for the APEC Energy Standards Information System (ESIS) and the Collaborative Assessment of Standards and Labelling (CAST).  These developments were discussed in further detail during Day One, Session 4 (please see relevant notes below). 

APEC EGEE&C website: The Chair noted this had previously been hosted on the same server as APEC ESIS but, since


 ESIS has been migrated to a new server, New Zealand is currently hosting the EGEE&C website on a temporary server under the URL http://www.egeec.apec.org/.  Longer term options for maintaining the website have been identified for further consideration and the Chair and Secretariat are looking into economic options to improve the website design, functionality and content.
Updates on the key activities of other fora

The Chair invited updates on other fora from participants.  
APEC Expert Group on New and Renewable Energy Technologies (EGNRET)
The US representative gave a brief presentation summarising current EGNRET projects (see presentation materials for details) and informed the group that EGNRET would hold its next meeting in Wellington, New Zealand in June 2012, alongside an APEC-funded workshop on Electric Vehicle interfaces for grid connection.  The Chair noted that a short presentation from the coordinator for this workshop was scheduled on Day 2 of the agenda for EGEE&C 39.
APEC Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) 

The US representative tabled a series of SCSC related documents for inclusion in the EGEE&C 39 meeting papers.  These provided information on the following SCSC conferences and workshops held in 2011 and highlighted suggested next steps/action plans to make further progress in these areas:

· Summary of SCSC Conference on Implementation of Energy Management Systems (EnMS) Standardization - ISO
 50001 (held in San Francisco, California, US, September 13-14, 2011)

· Agenda and summary for SCSC Workshop Green Buildings and Green Growth: The Enabling Role of Standards and Trade (held in Washington, D.C., United States 3-4 March 2011) 
· Agenda and summary for SCSC Workshop Green Buildings and Green Growth: Approaches to Encouraging a Positive Green Building Climate (held in Singapore, 12-13 September 2011)

· Agenda and summary for SCSC Conference on Aligning Energy Efficiency Regulations for ICT Products, 12 September 2011, San Francisco
The US representative informed meeting participants about several projects for potential collaboration between SCSC and EGEE&C in 2012.  These build on previous SCSC projects relating to information and communications technologies (ICT), smart grid interoperability, and green buildings. 
ICT information and communication technologies: This project had been approved in principle under Session 1, 2012 and a full proposal was now being developed.  If the project was successful in obtaining funding, approval a workshop would be held in Korea around mid-2012.  This project builds on the ICT workshop that SCSC held alongside SOM 3 in San Francisco, US in September 2011.
Smart Grid Interoperability: This project links directly with trade and how smart devices will interact with each other, and contributes to the APEC Smart Grid Initiative (ASGI).  The first of two workshops for this project was held in Big Sky, Montana alongside SOM
 2, 2011 and results were presented to the 2011 APEC Leaders Meeting in Hawaii. The group was informed that a second workshop targeting participation from regulators would be held in May 16-17 2012 in Quebec Canada (alongside a regulators’ conference). CTI SCSC members will circulate details and requests for speaker nominations and APEC funding is available to presenters and travel-eligible participants
 from travel-eligible economies, to attend the workshop.  The US representative invited EGEEC members to send expressions of interest to him if they were interested in attending.

Green buildings - areas for collaboration: The US representative also informed the group that the SCSC has compiled a list of potential areas for collaboration with EGEE&C on green buildings, as an outcome of green buildings workshops held in 2011
, and now seeks expressions of interest from EGEE&C in being involved in these project areas, and asks EGEEC members to highlight preferred areas for collaboration.  (For more details on proposed areas for collaboration, please refer to the presentation materials for Day 2, Session 4 “Ideas for SCSC-EGEEC Multi Year Green Building Project”.)
The Chair encouraged meeting participants to take up opportunities to participate in upcoming SCSC workshops.

APEC Energy Smart Communities Initiative (ESCI) and APEC Smart Grid Initiative (ASGI)

The US representative gave meeting participants a presentation on two cross-cutting APEC initiatives in which the Energy Working Group is playing a key coordinating role, the APEC Smart Grids Initiative (AGSI) and the APEC Energy Smart Communities Initiative (ESCI).   
ESCI
ESCI supports APEC Leaders’ goal to reduce energy intensity by 45% (on average across APEC economies) by 2030.  It comprises four main pillars (Smart Transport, Smart Buildings, Smart Grid, and Smart Jobs & Consumers) and two cross-cutting initiatives (Knowledge Sharing Platform (KSP) and Low Carbon Model Town (LCMT)).  

Each of the main pillars groups a range of activities and participating economies, for example the Smart Buildings pillar includes actions to establish an APEC building materials testing and rating centre (led by Thailand) and undertake cool roof demonstration projects (led by the US).
The KSP shares information on activities occurring under each of the four key pillars.  A website is now operational at http://esci-ksp.org/. 

The LCMT initiative integrates best practices in energy efficiency and renewable energy in communities.  In late 2011, Samui Island in Thailand was announced as the latest town to be included in the LCMT initiative.  

More information on ESCI is available at: http://www.ewg.apec.org/esci.html. 
ASGI
APEC Energy Ministers instructed the Energy Working Group to implement ASGI at the Ninth Energy Ministers Meeting (EMM9) in Fukui, Japan, 2010.
ASGI is being led by the U.S, Korea, and Chinese Taipei and in collaboration with the International Smart Grid Action Network (ISGAN) under the Clean Energy Ministerial.  It comprises four elements under which various projects are being carried out by EWG and other APEC fora: 

· Survey of smart grid status and potential: Two projects have been carried out in relation to this element - EWG 01/2009S Using Smart Grids to Enhance Use of Energy-Efficiency and Renewable- Energy Technologies and EWG 02/2009 Addressing Grid-interconnection Issues to Maximize the Utilization of New and Renewable Energy Resources
· Smart grid roadmap: This element supports ESCI.  EWG 01 2011T Engagement by APEC economies in smart appliance standards (Australia) and EWG 11 2011 Stock-Take of Electric Vehicle Interface with Electricity and Smart Grids across APEC Economies and the Potential for Harmonisation are two of the projects contributing to this element.
· Smart grid test beds: A test is being developed in Jeju Island, Korea is expected to attract US$ 50 million of public investment and US$150 million of private investment from 2009-2013;
· Development of smart grid interoperability standards: Developments under this element are largely being driven through the Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) and the Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC).  Activities to date include an ARCAM
 smart grid dialogue held at CTI 2 (SOM2) in Big Sky, Montana in 2011, and an upcoming workshop on Regulatory Approaches to Smart Grid Investment and Deployment planned for May 2012 in Quebec, Canada – as discussed under the update on SCSC above.  Thirteen smart grid recommendations came out of the first workshop and were presented at SCSC 2 (SOM3) in San Francisco, California in 2011.  They were grouped into three areas: promoting transparency, enabling competition and innovation, and integrating ARCAM outcomes into the work of other fora.  
The US representative encouraged meeting participants who were interested in taking part to contact him or the SCSC representative for their economy.  The Chair encouraged participants to take up opportunities to participate in these workshops.
Economies that are due to host APEC in the near future were encouraged to consider undertaking demonstration projects for ESCI and ASGI.

Day 1, Session 3: Draft EWG work plan for 2012 
The Chair gave a brief presentation on the Draft Energy Working Group (EWG) Work plan for 2012, highlighting areas relating to energy efficiency, including the following:

· Strengthening the Energy Smart Communities Initiative (ESCI) with clearer and more specific commitments from more economies to participate actively in agreed activities on smart transport, smart buildings, smart grids and smart jobs

· Continuing the Cooperative Energy Efficiency Design for Sustainability (CEEDS) (completing Phase 3 on energy-efficient urban transport and commencing Phase 4 on another sector)

· Intensifying work on standards and testing methods for key energy-intensive appliances and building components 

· Implementing projects on policies and best practices to promote energy efficiency in APEC economies, as well as projects on efficiency standards and testing methods 

· The APEC Smart Grid Initiative

· Following up on directives from the APEC Transportation and Energy Ministerial Conference to move forward on energy-efficient freight and passenger transport and alternative fuels.

The work plan was due to be discussed at the 43rd Energy Working Group Meeting the following week in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and the Chair undertook to report back to the Expert Group with further developments.
Day 1, Session 4: Update on the Energy Standards Information System (ESIS) and the Collaborative Assessment of Standards and Testing (CAST)
A representative from the Collaborative Labelling and Appliance Standards Program (CLASP)
 updated the group on key developments relating to ESIS and CAST.  CLASP manages the ESIS database and CAST initiative on EGEE&C’s behalf and is a SEAD operating agent.

ESIS
Website migration

The migration of APEC ESIS (an energy efficiency standards and labelling database for APEC economies) is complete.  It has now been integrated into CLASP’s re-launched global standards and labelling database and is being hosted on a new server under the same URL (http://www.apec-esis.org/).  Users land on an APEC-ESIS landing page which then links to content on APEC economies under CLASP’s global standards and labelling database.

CLASP is still seeking economy contributions to cover the cost of extending APEC ESIS branding beyond the APEC-ESIS landing page (so that the branding will be visible to users who access content through the landing page). This will require a total of USD $20,000 for 4-8 weeks of work.  
This type of website maintenance activity is deemed to be outside the scope of activities that can be funded through the US contribution towards Strengthening ESIS
 or APEC projects
.

An initial request for economy contributions was made at EGEE&C 38 and followed up out-of-session.  However, no responses had been received to date.  The CLASP representative made a renewed request
 for funding to economies and agreed to follow this up out-of-session.
New content and functionality
CLASP has carried out comprehensive updates to APEC economy pages and added a new search feature which enables users to carry out a search of APEC economies (rather than looking each economy up individually).
Further content updates were scheduled for June and December 2012 and that CLASP will be reaching out to key economy contacts for their assistance with providing and checking information.  Economy representatives were asked to confirm their key economy contacts for ESIS. 
Meeting participants were told that news features and updates can be featured on the ESIS webpage and were invited to contact the EGEE&C Secretariat to make use of this function.

Members suggested that it could be worthwhile analysing visits to the ESIS landing page to assess how many site users are accessing APEC economy pages through the ESIS landing page (versus the CLASP database home page).

Members also discussed scope to fund ESIS through the private sector in the longer term, given its benefits to industry.  The general consensus was that ESIS is a public resource and that user-pays subscriptions or advertising could compromise free access to information and impartiality. Moreover, CLASP already updates information on the CLASP database so updating ESIS only adds incrementally to CLASP’s overall workload.  However, the US representative suggested that it could be worth investigating this funding option further and offered to raise it with his EWG representative.

CAST

CAST is a five-year initiative to fund projects aimed at harmonising test procedures and supporting development of standards and labelling in the APEC region.  CAST is funded by a US contribution under the SEAD initiative
.  
Examples of eligible projects include assessments of existing global standards, labels, and test methods; assessment of global harmonization potential for specific product standards; and assessment of test laboratories via round robin testing (e.g. to compare consistency of test results among laboratories).

The group was informed that two CAST proposals had been submitted to the SEAD funding round in late 2011: 
· Study on harmonization of energy efficiency standards and labelling programmes for [electric] motors (China):  This project would commence in early 2012 and be completed by year end.  Estimated total budget USD $90,000 (inclusive of economy contributions)

· Evaluation [of existing test methods] and initial draft of harmonised test methods and level definitions for heat pump water heaters (Korea & Australia, with ICA support): This project would commence in early 2012 and be completed by year end.  Estimated total budget USD $60,000 (inclusive of economy contributions) 

Full project plans now needed to be developed for these proposals, including confirmation of funding and in-kind contributions, ensuring no overlap with other projects, and identifying technical expertise and resources required for implementation.  

It was suggested that the scope of the motors proposal would need to be re-worked to complement (and avoid overlap with) existing SEAD projects.  Australia offered to help.

Projects funded under SEAD needed to be launched by April 2012, ahead of the next Clean Energy Ministerial, and remaining funding would be allocated by June.

The CLASP representative also highlighted opportunities for EGEE&C input into several SEAD projects that complement CAST objectives, including on:

· An international test standards toolkit for computers (Australia)

· Key issues in addressing network connected modes for TVs (Australia)
· International harmonisation of TV test methods (Australia)
· Harmonised test methods and energy efficiency levels for distribution transformers (Canada & the US)
CLASP suggested that any residual funding set aside for CAST could be used to contribute to these projects to enhance their value to APEC economies.  

The CLASP representative recommended that EGEE&C members spend more time preparing for next year’s funding round by defining potential projects.  CLASP agreed to confirm the availability of CAST funding of USD $100,000 for next year.

The CLASP representative outlined steps taken by CLASP to monitor allocation of funds between SEAD and CAST projects and economies and ensure no duplication of work.  

Day 1, Session 5: Updates on EGEE&C projects

Projects under consideration
The Chair confirmed that three EGEE&C concept notes for project proposals had been submitted to Session 1, 2012 and invited representatives of the proposing economies/organisations to give updates on these proposals:

· Christchurch Smart Energy Grids: Earthquake Recovery Project (EGNRET/EGEEC) (New Zealand);
· Distribution Transformers – assessment of existing standards, labels, utility procurement practices & test procedures and harmonisation potential in APEC Economies (China/ICA);

· Energy Saving Window Thermal Performance Simulation Training (Thailand).  
Christchurch Smart Energy Grid: Earthquake Recovery Project (Joint EGNRET/EGEE&C) (New Zealand)

At the time of the meeting this proposal had been submitted for funding under Session 1, 2012 and was awaiting confirmation.  The proposal seeks USD $90,000 towards the cost of developing a roadmap for embedding smart grid technologies in the city of Christchurch, New Zealand.  US, Thailand and Chinese Taipei were cosponsoring the proposal.
This project will provide learning and demonstration value to the APEC community, including other economies going through disaster recovery efforts.  It will contribute to the objectives of the APEC Smart Grid Initiative (ASGI), which identifies the need for test beds and establishing a road map for development of smart grid systems.
Christchurch was hit by a series of earthquakes in 2010 and 2011 and now requires significant rebuilding.  The rebuild presents an opportunity to integrate smart grid technologies into the city.  Potential benefits of smart grid technologies include more efficient operation of electric power systems, more efficient energy use in buildings and industry, and greater penetration of intermittent renewable power sources.
Distribution Transformers – assessment of existing standards, labels, utility procurement practices & test procedures and harmonisation potential in APEC Economies (China/ICA)
This proposal was initially submitted for funding under Session 1, 2012 but was withdrawn. At the time of the meeting, the project proponents planned to resubmit the proposal under Session 2, 2012.  Australia, New Zealand and the US were cosponsoring the proposal and the project proponents welcomed further cosponsors.
This proposal (at a total cost of USD $202,000, including ICA co-funding of USD $100,000) aims to realise significant opportunities to reduce losses in the transmission system by migrating to higher efficiency transformers, through raising awareness of the energy savings potential of high-efficiency transformers and identifying ways to increase their market share.  Project outputs would include a baseline data set of potential energy savings in APEC economies from adopting high-efficiency transformers, a review of relevant activities/issues in APEC economies, and a workshop to disseminate results.
Energy saving window thermal performance simulation training (Thailand)
A concept note for this proposal (total cost USD $90,000) was approved under Session 1, 2012.  At the time of this meeting, a full proposal was being developed for submission under Session 2 (having not been completed during Session 1 timeframes).  
This proposal will directly contribute to APEC’s Energy Smart Communities Initiative (ESCI) which includes an action under the Smart Buildings pillar to establish an APEC testing and rating centre for thermal performance of building envelope materials.

A window thermal performance modeling workshop will occur in Thailand in 2012 (proposed for May).  There will also be a site visit to the research and testing facility at King Mongtuk University of Technology in Bangkok, which is in the process of attaining ISO
 17025 testing laboratory accreditation in order to become a testing laboratory that can service the APEC region.  
The representative for Thailand offered to provide further details and contact information to interested parties.
New project proposals

The International Copper Association gave a presentation outlining four potential projects for collaboration with EGEEC and circulated draft concept notes developed to seek APEC funding for these projects.  
ICA sought feedback and involvement from EGEEC members and asked for interested economies to sponsor or co-sponsor these proposals through the APEC project approvals process
.  Members were asked to give consideration to these proposals overnight so that they could be discussed further on Day 2 of the meeting (under Session 4).  The proposals discussed included:

Distribution Transformers – assessment of existing standards, labels, utility procurement practices & test procedures and harmonisation potential in APEC Economies
(See notes for ‘projects under consideration’ above.)
Study of the potential for energy savings and GHG emission reductions from higher efficiency air conditioners in the APEC economies
A concept note for this proposal was circulated before Session 1 but no APEC economies had offered to act as lead sponsor.  This proposal (at a total cost of USD $142,000 including USD $60,000 in ICA co-funding) aims to realise significant opportunity to reduce energy demand from air conditioners and reduce consumers’ energy spend by increasing the market share of high efficiency models (using available technology).  Project outputs would include quantifying the energy savings that could be achieved across APEC economies, identifying a market transportation roadmap to realise these savings, and sharing results in a report and workshop.  
Harmonisation of ASEAN standards for air conditioners
The aim of this proposal was to increase the market share of high efficiency air conditioners in the ASEAN region through harmonisation of test standards, setting a regional benchmark, and adopting a roadmap for the deployment and progressive increase of MEPS and HEPS 
 levels in ASEAN economies.  Outputs would include reviewing and harmonising existing test methods, developing common definitions of efficiency levels, and building regional testing capacity.  This is envisaged as a 3-4 year programme costing up to USD $8-900,000.

This initiative has strong support from key ASEAN institutions.  Some funding may be available through the Japan/ASEAN integration fund.
It was noted that this proposal would need to have clearer benefits to the APEC region in order to meet APEC project criteria.  While APEC encourages collaboration with other regional fora, this proposal currently appears to be more relevant to ASEAN members.

The Australian representative asked whether this proposal had taken account of the IEA 4E mapping and benchmarking of air conditioner performance
 and agreed to continue this discussion out-of-session.

Electric motors in industry

This proposal aimed to prevent losses in energy efficiency when electric motors are rewound.  Motor rewinding is a common practice throughout APEC (for example, an estimated 87% of motors in China are rewound not replaced when they fail) typically resulting in losses of 1-2% against original efficiency levels.  Training & standards could prevent these losses from occurring or even result in net gains to the motor efficiency.  

The project outcomes would include an assessment of current practice and potential for improvement in APEC economies, development of a report and sharing results through a workshop. This project would be completed in one year at an estimated total cost of USD$ 150,000 (including an ICA contribution of USD$ 50,000).
There was discussion about whether this activity could be folded into the re-write of the CAST proposal for electric motors but the ICA saw this as a distinct activity that merited a separate proposal.  CLASP advised any changes in scope to the CAST proposal would need to be supported by the sponsoring APEC economy (or else there could be two clearly linked projects sponsored by different economies).

Members discussed the merit in allowing the ICA to bid for APEC project funding as a project proponent (rather than having to find an economy to sponsor their proposals), provided that there was no conflict of interest (i.e. provided that they would not be bidding for contracts to deliver the same projects).  The Chair agreed to raise this at the EWG meeting.
Members also raised the issue that a number of energy efficiency-related APEC proposals are being submitted directly to EWG instead of via EGEE&C.  The Chair also agreed to raise this issue at the EWG meeting.

Projects in process/recently completed

EWG 19 11A Best Practices in Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Technologies in the Industrial Sector in APEC Region (Joint EGNRET/EGEE&C) (Thailand)
The full proposal for this project (total cost USED$ 75,000) was approved in Session 3, 2012 and the project is due for completion in mid-December 2012.  The project will highlight best practices in the use of EE & RE in the APEC industrial sector using case studies from co-sponsoring economies such as the US, Japan, Korea, and Indonesia; produce a report identifying technology options and barriers to their adoption and identifying best practices; and support development of an industrial sector roadmap for the uptake of EE & RE technologies in the region.  The project managers are currently defining terms of reference and identifying the expertise required to deliver the project. 
EWG 10/2010T Development and Harmonisation of Standards for Indoor Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) (Australia)
This project has now been completed.  The aims of this project were to share experiences with the technology and standard development to date, identify where the technology is headed, and build consensus on the way forward to develop harmonised standards.  The ultimate aim was to avoid negative user experiences for early adopters of the technology which would discourage further uptake (which has occurred with CFLs).  The outcomes of this project include agreement to progress development of harmonised standards through IEC
, including influencing members of the relevant IEC committees to consider parameters for standards development that are suitable for use in the Asia Pacific (e.g. tropical climates).  Presentations from the workshop that took place under this project are available on CD by request.  It was noted that India intends to lead a SEAD project on LEDs.
EWG 01 2011T Engagement by APEC economies in smart appliance standards (Australia)
This project was now near completion. It aims to promote international harmonisation of standards for smart appliances (appliances with demand response capabilities that can switched on and off or turned up and down by remote control), and to engage APEC economies in the development of these standards.  The project recognised that switching off appliances or their componentry for short periods of time can help reduce peak demand without noticeably affecting service from the appliance, and recommended agreement on communication protocols for these appliances as the starting point for standards development.  
Outputs for this project included a two-day workshop held in held in Seoul, Korea in November 2011, alongside EGEE&C 38 (proceedings available on the EGEEC website), and development of a draft communiqué, which has been circulated to workshop participants for finalisation before wider circulation.  Workshop outcomes have been reported to EWG and included under the Smart Grids Element of the Energy Smart Communities Initiative (ESCI).  
The IEC has now established a working group on smart appliance standards.  An Australian representative for the relevant IEC committee has been appointed to advocate for Asia Pacific interests.
It was clarified that this project is separate to work that is occurring to develop seasonal energy efficiency ratings (SEER protocols) for air conditioners.
EWG 11 2009A Cool Roofs in APEC Economies: Review of Experience, Best Practices and Potential Benefits (US)
The US representative told the group that the final report for this project is available on APEC website (this report was also added to the meeting papers handed out to participants at the end of the meting).  Cool roof practices are not currently used widely in the areas where they would provide the most benefit.  This project included a desktop study on current status of cool roofs in the region (i.e. use of reflective paint/coatings/materials) and modelling of the energy and carbon mitigation potential from cool roofs, and policy recommendations (including barriers and gaps to address).  The modelling involved estimating the collective roof surface area in APEC and calculating the average KWh per square metre savings that could be achieved within different climate zones in the region.  It also looked at electricity prices in each economy to attribute a value to the estimated electricity savings potential.  This was an interesting exercise in methodology development.  
EWG 08/2010A: Street and Outdoor LED Lighting Initiative Asia (SOLLIA) (US)
This project produced a best practice guidebook for using reporting street and public outdoor LED lighting and reported on existing standards and support for outdoor LED technologies.  No regional standards were found to apply but some local standards had been developed in China, Chinese Taipei, Korea and the US.  The report identified potential to improve the use of directional light so it is used effectively.  The report was included with the meeting papers to be handed out to participants and uploaded on the EGEEC website after the meeting.  The US representative welcomed feedback on the report and suggestions for future activities to encourage uptake of outdoor LED lighting.  The representative for Chinese Taipei was interested to know if any economies had devised a way to classify or certify different lighting control devices. The Chair commented on potential reduction in maintenance as well as energy use through longer life of LED technologies and observed the need for accelerated testing of lamp life.
Day 1, Session 6: Update on EWG 07/2010A Market Compliance Mechanisms

The project deliverer for this project gave an in-depth presentation on progress to date and the preliminary findings of the survey of APEC economies that is being undertaken as a key deliverable for this project.
This project consists of a survey of compliance strategies and issues in APEC economies, a report to summarise the survey results, and a workshop to highlight best practices.  The term ‘compliance’ refers to the steps taken to ensure that the rules of standards and labelling programmes are followed; this is important for achieving the forecast benefits from S&L programmes.

It builds on previous international collaboration on compliance, including international workshops held in Paris (IEA, 2008) and London (IEA 4E, 2010); surveys of EU members and G20 economies undertaken in 2009 and 2010; and best practice manuals published by CLASP (targeted at programme administrators) and IEA in 2010 (targeted at policy makers).

The key output of this project is a survey of APEC economies designed to identify different compliance regimes and activities; good practices; common issues; and areas for improvement.

The survey responses that have been compiled cover 50 programmes in 18 economies, including a spread of new and mature programmes and low and high product coverage

The project implementers are currently seeking feedback on summaries that have been prepared for each economy based on the survey responses.  These summaries will feed into a draft report.  

Economy representatives were asked to ensure their economies respond to questions and comment on the summaries by mid-March.

For the final phase of the project, a two-day workshop to highlight best practice was proposed for June 2012 in Beijing, China, to be hosted by the China National Institute of Standards (CNIS).  Day 1 would target 20-25 practitioners from S&L programmes.  Day 2 would include representatives of industry and would seek to discuss challenges industry faces in meeting compliance requirements and opportunities to reduce compliance burdens.

The project deliverer noted that nine economies had already shown interest in taking part in the workshop and welcomed further expressions of interest from meeting participants, economy representatives and their contacts.

Preliminary survey results

The survey identifies two key approaches to compliance, and finds that both of these can be successful:

· Third party certification (where all industry participants must get their models independently tested or verified), 

· Registration and selective government verification (where industry participants must register and supply data on their models and the government will carry out selective testing to verify that registered products are compliant) 

The survey also identifies a number of common issues in APEC economies, including the following:

· Most programmes are adequately supported by legislation but many lack clear policy statements / guidelines on requirements and procedures for industry

· There is less regulation of voluntary programmes

· Programme design and programme administration and enforcement are often carried out by different agencies

· It is difficult to locate information on resource requirements for compliance - this suggests that compliance costs and activities are not clearly defined in programme budgets

· Labelling programmes often monitor compliance with labelling requirements but sometimes fail to take action when non-compliance is identified 

· Access to independent testing facilities is an issue for many economies.

· There appears to be less public disclosure of compliance results (e.g. from verification testing or labelling compliance surveys) in APEC than in other regions.

Best practices include steps to:

· Minimise compliance costs

· Ensure stakeholders understand their obligations

· Ensure that rule-breakers are caught 

· Take quick corrective action on instances of non compliance 

· Publicise rule-breaking and corrective action to others in the marketplace

Discussion: 

The representative for Australia commented that it was important to plan effectively enforcement during the policy design phase - for example, to avoid test methods that rely on expensive testing equipment and infrastructure where cheaper alternatives are available (as has occurred with some lighting test methods).  

The Chair was interested in what practical activities could be taken to address the issues identified in the survey - for example, to improve testing capabilities in the region.

Day 1, Session 7: Economy presentations (continued as Day 2, Session 2)
Economy representatives gave some general updates on key developments in their economies and presented on the topic “testing and compliance for standards and labeling”, including these questions:

· What are the major compliance issues faced by your economy?

· What would help your economy to improve compliance rates?

· What testing capacities exist within your economy? 

Presentations were made by Australia, Hong Kong, Chinese Taipei, Indonesia, Japan, China, Korea, Singapore, Thailand, the US, and Vietnam. (Refer to meeting materials for details of specific economy presentations.)
Summary discussion

In the summary discussion at the end of this session, meeting participants identified areas for cooperation on compliance and ideas on how to cooperate.

Sharing information 

The group agreed that sharing information on compliance activities, test results and testing capabilities could help economies to target their compliance activities but that acknowledged that there may be some privacy issues, etc. to work through.  

Examples of existing information-sharing activities included:
· Extensive work undertaken in China to validate and define the capabilities of their test facilities for various products

· The China National Institute of Standards (CNIS) publishing test results online

· A compendium of lighting test laboratories and their capabilities being done through the LITES Asia initiative (which will be available on the LITES Asia website - see http://www.lites.asia and http://www.lites.asia/news/june-2012-newsletter)

· New Zealand noting that it had acted on US test report conveyed via Australia to investigate and take sanctions against a local refrigerator supplier.

Suggestions to strengthen information sharing included:

· Setting up an information clearinghouse or alert system via the ESIS webpage; agencies publishing test results online (It was noted it would be necessary to identify the different efficiency levels required by economies, as a product could meet the levels of one economy but not another)

· Compiling a stocktake of test facilities and their capabilities in APEC economies

Cooperation on compliance activities

Ideas for cooperation between APEC economies included:

· Sharing facilities and resources

· Coordinating check-testing activities to reduce costs and duplication of effort

· Entering into mutual recognition arrangements to enable economies to recognise test reports from other economies

Meeting participants suggested taking the following steps to progress ideas on strengthening compliance, sharing information, and cooperating on compliance issues in the APEC region:

· Form a working group to promote information-sharing activities and cooperation 

· Collate information from economy presentations and feed it into the report for the market compliance mechanisms project 

· Conduct a follow-up session on compliance at the next EGEE&C meeting

· Follow up on practical ways information might be shared within ESIS 

· Highlight issues and ideas to the APEC Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance and partner with them to deliver solutions (potentially including joint projects) and reach the right audience 
The Chair sought agreement to send an out-of-session invite to join a working group that will develop and promote ideas for information sharing on testing capabilities and test results, and to approach the SCSC about their potential involvement.

Day 2, Session 3: Guidance on submitting APEC project proposals
The secretariat gave a presentation on the APEC project approvals process, including key dates for project submissions under Sessions 2 and 3 in 2012, and told members where they could find more information and guidance.

The secretariat explained the role of co-sponsors in supporting a project through the APEC project approvals process and explained economies who co-sponsor a proposal are not required to contribute funding to the project.
(Refer to meeting presentation materials for more information.)

Day 2, Session 4: EGEEC project submissions for Session 2, 2012
Proposals put forward for Session 2, 2012 included the four proposals presented by the ICA during Day One, Session Five, and a further proposal from the US relating to lighting efficiency.  The US representative also presented on a multi-year “Green Buildings” proposal being developed by the APEC Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC), in which the SCSC invites EGEE&C’s participation on activities relating to the energy performance of buildings.  In addition, the representative for Chinese Taipei shared an idea for a potential Self-funded APEC project relating to labeling programmes.
Workshop to support the development of national lighting design centers in the APEC region (US): The US representative presented this proposal and asked economies to co-sponsor it.  This proposal would draw on APEC funding to support a workshop to bring together representatives from successful lighting design centers, and leading researchers and government representatives from APEC member economies.  The workshop would present best practices and define next steps in the development of national lighting design centers in multiple APEC member economies.  It would be held alongside an APEC Expert Group on Energy Efficiency and Conservation (EGEEC) meeting.
APEC Distribution Transformers Survey: Estimate of Energy Savings Potential from Increase in MEPS (China): Refer to notes for Day One, Session Five
Study on the potential for energy savings and GHG emission reductions from higher efficient air conditioners in the APEC economies (sponsor not confirmed): Refer to notes for Day One, Session Five
Harmonization of EE standards for Air Conditioners in ASEAN
 (sponsor not confirmed): Refer to notes for Day One, Session Five
Evaluation of Energy Savings Potential in Installed Electric Motors through Enhanced Motor Repair Practices in APEC (sponsor not confirmed): Refer to notes for Day One, Session Five
SCSC Proposal for Multi-Year Green Buildings Project

The US representative presented a proposal on behalf of the Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance for a joint SCSC-EGEEC multi-year project on green buildings to link APEC Energy Working Group activities with new Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance activities, and address gaps in work under the broader APEC Energy Smart Communities Initiative.  Ideas for the project scope included:
· Best practices in the retrofit of existing building stock to achieve energy efficiency gains

· Use of building information modeling (common formats for information exchange standards) (BIM) to facilitate green building

· Indoor Environmental Quality standards

· Energy Management and Commissioning

· Elaborating data that validates green buildings technologies.

The project proponent for this proposal invited feedback from EGEEC to inform development of this proposal.  SCSC is also inviting ASEAN to collaborate on this project.
Potential Self-Funded Project from Chinese Taipei on appliance rebate schemes: The representative for Chinese Taipei discussed a potential self-funded APEC project proposal to hold a workshop on rebate/incentive schemes for appliances.
The Secretariat reminded participants that concept notes for Session 2 proposals were due with the Secretariat by 18 April.  In order to meet this deadline, project proponents were asked to submit draft concept notes to the Chair, Secretariat and EWG Secretariat by 6 March so that EGEE&C members would have the chance to review & comment on the concept notes, and EWG members could rank and endorse them at the upcoming EWG meeting.   Project proponents were asked to identify lead sponsors and co-sponsors on their draft concept notes.
The US representative suggested that EGEE&C proposals should be co-sponsored by all willing economies to show that they have the support of the group and are seen to address common priorities.  The Secretariat agreed to follow this up out-of-session.

Day 2, Session 5: Upcoming events

During this session, two guest presenters gave EGEEC members an update on EGEE&C activities occurring under other APEC fora and the date and venue for the next EGEE&C meeting was discussed.

EWG 11 2011 Stock-Take of Electric Vehicle Interface with Electricity and Smart Grids across APEC Economies and the Potential for Harmonisation

Ms Alini Devi of Verdant Visions presented to the group on this New Zealand-led APEC project relating to electric vehicles (EVs) and their interaction with electricity grids.  Verdant Visions is the service provider selected to deliver this project on behalf of the Expert Group on New and Renewable Energy Technologies (EGNRET).  

This project contributes to the objectives of the APEC Smart Grid Initiative and Energy Smart Communities Initiative.  

The project provides an overview of different business models for charging EVs and other aspects of connectivity such as metering, locating charging stations, communication protocols, privacy issues, and the range of EV models being introduce into the market

The project team are currently compiling a survey and report of activities in APEC economies.  Meeting participants were asked to help the project team to identify key contacts working on EV issues in the public sector and other key EV stakeholders in their economies.

The presenter noted that a workshop is scheduled to occur on 20 June 2012 in Wellington, New Zealand, alongside the next EGNRET meeting.  She noted that participation will be by invitation but the organisers aim to be as inclusive as possible.

The Australian representative noted that this project relates to the Australia-led EGEE&C project “EWG 01 2011T Engagement by APEC economies in smart appliance standards” as this project looks at standardising demand response protocols for appliances including EV chargers.  He indicated he would seek to engage the project team for this project in the EV connectivity project.   

The US representative was keen to ensure standards development organisations are included in the EV connectivity project.

Cooperative Energy Efficiency Design for Sustainability (CEEDS) Phase 3: Energy Efficient Urban Passenger Transportation

Ms Laura Van Wie McGrory gave a presentation on Phase Three of the APEC Cooperative Energy Efficiency Design for Sustainability (CEEDS) initiative, on behalf of the Asia Pacific Energy Research Center (APERC).  

The CEEDS initiative aims to promote “high-performance” energy efficiency policies in selected sectors across participating APEC economies.  (It complements APERC’s Peer Review on Energy Efficiency (PREE) initiative, which reviews the energy efficiency policies across all sectors for one economy at a time.)

Phase Three focused on the urban passenger transport sector. (Appliance standards and labelling were the focus in Phase One and building codes and labelling in Phase Two.)

Participants from Vietnam, Thailand, Mexico, Philippines, China and Indonesia attended two workshops in San Francisco, 14-16 September 2011 and Singapore, 17-19 January 2012. The first workshop was to assess the status of each economy’s policies and programmes relating to urban passenger transport, identify areas for further development, and develop an action plan for each economy.  The second workshop was to report on progress to date for each economy and refine their action plan.
Key themes included urban design, mass transit and vehicle efficiency.  The following were identified as best practices:

· De-emphasising the role of vehicles 

· Charging vehicles coming into the city center

· Maximising the intermodal connectivity of transit hubs

· Focusing on mass transit solutions (e.g. bus rapid transit)

· Incorporating pedestrian and bike networks into cities
· Highlighting the co-benefits of transport efficiency measures (e.g. reduction in traffic congestion) to ensure widespread support
The group was informed that a draft final report on CEEDS Phase 3 will be presented to the Energy Working Group.

The presentation concluded by highlighting the opportunities for regional coordination to develop efficient urban passenger transport solutions, including:

· The APEC Low Carbon Model Towns project

· A transportation workshop to be held in China in July 2012 (details were available from Ms Van Wie McGrory)
· Joint projects between the APEC Transport and Energy Working Groups
· Activities under Energy Smart Communities Initiative’s Energy Efficient Urban Transport Network
· The Better Air Quality 2012 conference to be held in Hong Kong from 5 to 7 December 2012 under the Clean Air Initiative for Asian Cities (CAI-Asia) http://www.baq2012.org/ 
· Rio+20 and the Partnership on Sustainable Low Carbon Transport (SLoCaT) - see http://www.slocat.net/about-slocat
 
· Projects supported through ASEAN and Asian Development Bank 
Date and venue for the next EGEEC meeting

It was tentatively confirmed that the 40th meeting of the APEC Expert Group on Energy Efficiency and Conservation (EGEE&C 39) would be held in Chinese Taipei in the first week of November, 2012.
Day 2, Session 6: Summary Session
The Chair brought the meeting to a swift close to allow meeting participants to depart on time for their site visit to the Choice (Australia Consumers’ Association) testing facilities.  
The Chair confirmed he would be attending the 43rd Meeting of the APEC Energy Working Group (EWG 43) in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on 7-9 March.  He undertook to report on EGEE&C activities and key meeting outcomes from EGEE&C 39 at the meeting.  He also undertook to share key meeting outcomes from EWG 43 with EGEE&C representatives and stakeholders.

The Chair brought the meeting to a close quickly to as participants were due to depart on a site visit to the Choice consumer testing laboratories.  He indicated that meeting papers would be uploaded to the EGEE&C website and a meeting summary would be circulated.

Close of EGEE&C 39[image: image1.png]



� The SCSC is convened under the APEC Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI)


� International Standards Organisation


� APEC Senior Officials Meeting (This occurs three times per year.  The third meeting occurs just before the annual APEC Leaders Meeting)


� APEC travel-eligible economies include China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Russia, Thailand and Vietnam.  


� EGEEC 37 in Washington DC, Feb/March 2012 was held to coincide with this workshop and included a number of EGEEC participants


� APEC Regulatory Cooperation Advancement Mechanism on Trade-Related Standards and Technical Regulations


�Super Efficient Appliance Deployment (SEAD) is a US-led initiative under the Clean Energy Ministerial.  


� The US has committed SEAD funding over a five-year period towards Energy Ministers’ instructions (from EMM9 in Fukui, Japan, 2010) to “Strengthen ESIS” and implement CAST 


� APEC project funding rules preclude funding of long-term operational costs &/or the establishment of websites outside APEC’s website infrastructure





� See footnote on SEAD above


� International Standards Organisation


� APEC Guidelines require the project sponsor to be an APEC economy representative.


� Minimum energy performance standards and high efficiency performance standards


� The International Energy Agency’s Efficient End-use Electrical Equipment initiative - The IEA 4E mapping and benchmarking annex is an inter-country project to help policymakers understand differences in product performance and energy consumption between countries. 


� The International Electrotechnical Association


� Association of South East Asian Nations


� Over 50 organisations have joined the Partnership, including UN organizations, multilateral development banks, technical cooperation agencies, NGOs, research organizations and other organizations.
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