	Individual Action Plan Update for Mexico for 2014 - 2015

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how [economy] is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	 


	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since  2014 IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	Bound Tariffs

No changes made since last IAP.

Bound tariffs for the industrial sector as well as for the agricultural and fishery sectors have remained at the level committed under the Uruguay Round for several years. All tariffs are bound under the WTO. Mexico’s applied tariffs are lower than bound tariffs.
Applied Tariffs

The following amendments were published in the Official Gazette:

*July 30, 2014:
- A Tariff-rate quota was established for 6 tariff codes of chicken meat and edible offal (0207.13.01, 0207.14.01, 0207.26.01, 0207.29.99, 0207.27.01, 0207.27.99).
*August 29, 2014:

- The 20% tariff reduction on 14 tariff codes of the footwear industry (6402.19.01, 6402.20.01, 6402.91.01, 6402.99.01, 6402.99.02, 6402.99.04, 6403.91.99, 6403.99.02, 6403.99.03, 6403.99.04, 6403.11.01, 6404.11.02, 6404.11.99, 6404.19.02) was extended till January 31, 2019.
* December 10, 2014: 

- Two tariff codes were created, to classify jamaica flowers (1211.90.07) with an import tariff of 10%; and a tariff code for inner tubes of rubber for motorcycles (4013.90.03), exempted from import duties.
- Import duties of new pneumatic tires, of rubber, of a kind used on motorcycles (4011.40.01) were eliminated. 
- Import duties of 5 tariff codes (1006.10.01, 1006.20.01, 1006.30.01, 1006.30.99 and 1006.40.01) were modified, increased to 9, 20, 20, 20 and 20%, respectively.
- A Tariff-rate quota was established for meat of swine (0203.11.01, 0203.12.01, 0203.19.99, 0203.21.01, 0203.22.01 and 0203.29.99).
* October 10, 2015:

- Import tariffs were increased for 97 tariff lines of the steel sector, from 0% to 15%.
Tariff Quotas
No changes made since last IAP.

As Mexico has reported to the WTO,  all bound TRQ´s have lower applied tariff treatment than those negotiated, going beyond Mexico´s commitments under the WTO.
Tariff Preferences

(See annex 1 “ Tariff Summary Report for 2013 and 2014”).

	Provide brief points only

	Non-Tariff Measures   
	A modification to the “Agreement by which the Ministry of Economy establishes the requirement of prior export licenses of conventional weapons, their parts and components; dual use goods; software and technologies to produce conventional weapons of mass destruction” was published in the DOF on March 13, 2014. 
The purpose is to comply with the export control regimes, issued by the Australia Group and the Wassenaar Arrangement during 2011, 2012 and 2013.
An amendment to the “Agreement establishing the classification and codification of goods whose import and export is subject to regulation by the Interministerial Commission for the Control of the Processing and Use of Pesticides, Fertilizers and Toxic Substances” was published in the Official Gazette on March 19, 2014. The purpose was to subject to import regulations certain substances that damage the ozone layer (hydrochlorofluorocarbons).

An amendment to the “Agreement establishing the classification and coding of goods whose import and export are subject to regulation by the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources” was published in the Official Gazettte (DOF) on March 19, 2014. 
The objective of this amendment was to properly classify a substance known as Difluoroethan and to regulate the import and export of hazardous materials or substances classified under tariff items 2903.99.99 and 3824.82.01.
The First resolution of the amendments to the “Rules and criteria of international trade” was published in the DOF on September 1, 2014. 

The objective was to identify the specific customs where footwear goods are imported, and to determine an import  registration for specific sectors for footwear importing companies.
Resolution of the amendment to the mechanism granting a bond to cover expenses payment of goods subject to estimated prices by the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit, published in the DOF on September 5, 2014. The aim is to incorporate importers of footwear goods into the mechanism, which request them to provide a guarantee to fully cover import expenses. With the intention to prevent its undervaluation, in accordance with the Customs Law.
An amendment to the “Agreement establishing the prohibition to export or import some goods to/from countries, entities and persons indicated” was published in the DOF on September 22, 2014. 
The objective was to prohibit exports, in order to implement the arms embargos for shipments of certain listed military materials to Lebanon in accordance with UN Security Council (UNSC) Resolution № 1701 (2006), and the Central African Republic in accordance with UNSC Resolution № 2127 (2013). The restrictions only apply to identified goods.
An amendment to the “Agreement establishing the classification and codification of goods whose import and export are subject to regulation by the Ministry of National Defense” in the Federal Official Gazette (DOF for its acronym in Spanish) on October 6, 2014. The purpose was to regulate the controlled goods, under the Wassenaar Arrangement; to implement the fifth amendment to the Harmonized System issued by the World Custums Organization (WCO) and to remove regulations to goods related to fire weapons and explosives.
Publication of the “Agreement establishing the classification and codification of goods whose import and export are subject to regulation by the Ministry of Energy” in the Federal Official Gazette (DOF for its acronym in Spanish) on December 29, 2014.
According to the Hydrocarbons Law, the Ministry of Energy will grant, modify and revoke import and export authorizations of hydrocarbons and petroleum in terms of the Foreign Trade Law.
A modification to the “Agreement by which the Ministry of Economy issues rules and criteria of international trade” was published in the Official Gazette on January 8, 2015. The objective was to establish an automatic alert for goods of the footwear industry when imported.
An amendment to the “Agreement by which the Ministry of Economy issues rules and criteria of international trade” was published in the Official Gazette on January 29, 2015.
The purpose was to extend the period of the export prior permission requirement for iron ore. 
A modification to the “Agreement by which the Ministry of Economy issues rules and criteria of international trade” was published in the Official Gazette on February 5, 2015.
With the aim to subject to an automatic alert for goods of the textile and clothing industry when imported.
Publication of the “Agreement by which sugar imports are subject to prior export permission” was published in the Official Gazette on February 6, 2015.
The purpose was to have a mechanism to administer Mexican sugar exports.

An amendment to the “Agreement by which the Ministry of Economy issues rules and criteria of international trade” was published in the Official Gazette on June 15, 2015.

Among other purposes, Annex 2.2.1 were modified (Permission Agreement) to eliminate tariff codes that classify oil goods.
An amendment to the “Agreement establishing the classification and coding of goods whose import and export are subject to regulation by the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources” was published in the Official Gazettte (DOF) on June 16, 2015. 
The objective was to subject  to regulation wood species, sharks and other fish; included in the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora appendixes.

	

	Website for further information
	http://www.gob.mx/se/

	

	Contact point for further details:
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General Directorate for International Trade in Goods
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