BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

I. PURPOSE

The Bogor Goals Progress Report Guidelines will be implemented for reviewing 21 economies’ progress towards achieving free and open trade and investment by 2020.

II. RATIONALE FOR A REVISED MECHANISM 

In Montana, in May 2011, Senior Officials (SOM) endorsed recommendations prepared by the Committee of Trade and Investment (CTI) for a more robust mechanism to track progress towards the Bogor Goals. Background information can be found at: 2011/SOM2/021anx2. 

III. BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

(a) Format of the Individual Action Plan (IAP)  

· Economies will report on the IAP Template (annex 1) new trade and investment policies and procedures and the improvements planned for the remaining areas to fill the gap in moving closer to achieving the Bogor Goals. If policy settings remain the same from one reporting period to the next, then there is no need to collect and repeat the same information. 2010 economies
 might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment.  

· The areas to be reported will be based on the Osaka Action Agenda plus those added afterwards: 

· Tariffs

· Non-tariff measures 

· Services 

· Investment

· Standards and conformance 

· Customs procedures

· Intellectual property 

· Competition policy

· Government procurement

· Deregulation/regulatory review

· World Trade Organization (WTO) obligations including rules of origin

· Dispute mediation

· Mobility of business people

· Official websites that gather economies´ information

· Transparency

· Regional Trade Agreements / Free Trade Agreements (RTAs/FTAs)

· Other voluntary reporting areas 

· Economies will describe, in brief points only, significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Refer to the IAP reporting templates revised in 2004 together with 2000 APEC IAP Format Guidelines as guidance for reporting on each issue area.  

· Wherever possible entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address, etc.) where further information can be obtained.

(b) Reporting from the Policy Support Unit  

· The Policy Support Unit (PSU) will prepare a short one- to two-page report with key highlights on members’ main achievements and remaining areas for improvement in the year of review. This would include information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. Economies would have the opportunity to examine the PSU’s report ahead of the SOM discussion, preferably with a few months’ leeway to ensure that each economy has sufficient time to review the report, make comments and highlight any factual errors, if any. Senior Officials will also have an opportunity to respond to the PSU’s report at their meeting, and also pose questions to each other, before it is finalized and made public as an independent report by PSU.

· In response to ABAC’s recommendation, the PSU will also prepare a “Dashboard” to complement the brief report abovementioned. 

(c) IAP Peer Review Process 

Regular Senior Officials’ review 

· Economies will be reviewed by Senior Officials in: 2012, 2014, and 2018.  In each previous year, the CTI will table for SOM’s endorsement the schedule to prepare the IAP submission and PSU report, taking into account the calendar for that APEC’s year.

· For 2012, economies will submit their templates by SOM1, February 2012. Senior Officials will discuss the brief reports prepared by the PSU by SOM2, June/July 2012.

Second-term review 

· Economies will be assessed in 2016, as a second term review. 

· 2010 economies might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment. 

· The host economy in 2016 supported by the APEC Secretariat and the PSU will lead the assessment based on the information provided in the IAP Template, and also information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund and other respectable sources, considering that data could be available for tariffs, but similar information for non-tariff measures, services and investment might be less visible.

Final Assessment 

· In 2020, economies will undertake a final assessment toward the achievement of the Bogor Goals. 

· The template prepared by Japan in 2010 could be used as the basis for the evaluation, to be consistent as much as possible with the 2010 assessment. 

· The host economy in 2020 supported by the APEC Secretariat, the PSU will lead the assessment based on the individual IAP reports and information provided in the abovementioned templates. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization or other international organizations.

(d) Public Access to the IAP Information 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU would make the APEC-IAP website more user-friendly as well as improve its functionality, among other measures: i) the IAP Template might be divided by chapters, so users can download only the section of their interest; and ii) to include a point of contact in the APEC Secretariat to attend requests for further information. Additionally, visits to the website could be tracked. 

· The IAP Template submitted by economies and the report prepared by the PSU will be made publicly available on the internet. 

	Individual Action Plan Update for [Economy] for [Year/s]

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how [economy] is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	· Deregulation/Regulatory Review. Since 2010 to 2015, the Federal Commission of Regulatory Improvement (COFEMER), body in charge of the Regulatory Policy in Mexico, has taken different actions in order to improve its regulatory management system. The most relevant of them were the Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA), the Federal Registry of Formalities and Services (RFTS), and the Regulatory Reform Programs (RRP).  To design a RIA based on the economic impact of regulation, an alert system was created to distinguish high-impact regulations from moderate impact ones in order to do a more thorough analysis of the high-impact ones. The alert system is named “regulatory impact calculator”. Indeed, in November 2012, Mexico via COFEMER made some changes to its RIA system. The changes consisted of the incorporation of two checklists to the alert system, in order to determine whether or not the regulation require a deeper competition analysis or a risk analysis, and in 2013 a system entered into force to require ex-post RIA analysis to high impact technical standards. Also, in the year 2015, an Agreement was signed between the Ministry of Interior (Secretaría de Gobernación) and the COFEMER, with the purpose of including a perspective of Human Rights in RIA assessments, so that for every new regulation a pre-screening will be applied to check consistency with human rights in Mexico. With respect to the Federal Registry of Formalities and Services, it is working with the National Digital Strategy Coordination, which is a new body in the President's Office in charge of the Digital Government Agenda. This will also be the basis for the simplification strategy and to develop a National Single Window, which will be a single online website with the relevant information of all the formalities and services for the three levels of the Mexican Government, and shall allow citizens and entrepreneurships to start and complete their requirements online with the use of the Advanced Electronic Signature.  Last, the Regulatory Reform Programs (RRP) is important to note that is the most important tool used to estimate the economic impact of regulation is the Standard Cost Model (SCM).




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since  [2015] IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Customs Procedures
	Provide brief points only
International Cooperation 
Until the end of 2015, Mexico has subscribed 22 bilateral and two multilateral agreements on customs cooperation; we are conducting negotiations to subscribe 17 additional agreements on customs cooperation; and the negotiation with Costa Rica as well as with Dominican Republic have concluded. 

Single Window 2nd phase

Paperless trading: Currently the Mexican single window includes 242 governmental procedures, which are accessible through the website: www.ventanillaunica.gob.mx. 32 million of foreing trade operations have been processed since its implementation.

The advancement and improvement of the VUCEM (Mexican Single Window for its Spanish acronym), includes: 

· New Functionalities and interoperability with other Single Windows 

· Disaster Recovery Plan  (backup) placed in a federal complex owned by SAT

· Improvement of formalities process 

· Business Process Management (BPM before Axway software platform)

· Cloud computing with high availability and elastic capacity for processing on demand

· Safer and reliable connections inside the SAT

· Reduction of corruption´s possibilities by increasing the use of electronic means

· Real time interconnection with logistic operators like enclosures, railroad, shipping and freight forwarders 

Business intelligence and anticipated reception of information for risk analysis.
	Provide brief points only

Next Implementations for Single Window 

Paperless trading: It is expected to migrate the computing model into a cloud to allow interoperability with other countries single windows.

Moreover, customs authorities will continue working on the improvement of the single window performance to streamline and incorporate new foreign trade procedures.

· Transmissions of the Cargo Manifest for Rail (partial crossborder), maritime and air traffics 

· Inventory control of bonded warehouses

· Access credentials (security characteristic)

· Control system for customs brokers
· Electronic Customs Clearance
200 more formalities required for the other Gov. Agencies

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.sat.gob.mx/
www.ventanillaunica.gob.mx
http://www.sat.gob.mx/PITA/Paginas/default.htm
http://www.sat.gob.mx/Paginas/despacho_aduanero_conjunto.aspx
http://www.sat.gob.mx/comext/neec/Paginas/apartado_L.aspx

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Isabel Clavijo Mostajo

Central Administrator for Customs Attention and International Affairs

Administration General of Customs

Tax Administration Service 

+ 52 (55) 5802-1226

isabel.clavijo@sat.gob.mx
internacionales@sat.gob.mx
Miroslava Elizabeth Pérez López

Director 

Rules of Origin and Customs Procedures

Undersecretary for Foreign Trade

Ministry of Economy

+ 52 (55) 5729-9100 Ext. 15031

miroslava.perez@economia.gob.mx
Luis Raúl Montaño Hernández

Administrator for Customs Attention and International Affairs

Administration General of Customs

Tax Administration Service 

+ 52 (55) 5802-0758

luis.montano@sat.gob.mx
internacionales@sat.gob.mx
	

	Health Related and Social Services
	Operational Requirements

There are no changes since the last IAP.

Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers

Equivalence Agreement for Medical Devices approved by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare of Japan.

This Agreement simplifies the way that the Federal Commission for the Protection from Sanitary Risks (COFEPRIS) grants registries for medical devices that already have been approved for commercialization in Japan.

Agreements to recognize that the requirements set forth under articles 167 and 170 of the Health Products Regulation, and that the technical assessment procedures carried out by the Federal Commission for the Protection from Sanitary Risks are equivalent to grant the sanitary registration for health products under Article 166-II of the Health Products Regulation, to the requirements and the trials undertaken by the Food and Drug Administration of the United States of America, Ministry of Health of Canada, Therapeutic Goods Administration of Australia, Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare of Japan, the European Medicines Agency of the European Union or the Swissmedic of Switzerland in order to allow marketing of allopathic drugs authorized by those agencies in Mexican territory.

Foreign Entry

There are no changes since the last IAP.

Discriminatory Treatment/MFN

There are no changes since the last IAP.


	Strategies 

To promote and to regulate the pharmacogenomics development

Recognition of foreign Certificates for Good Manufacturing Practices.

Establishment of bilateral mechanisms with counterparts of COFEPRIS in order to facilitate the exchange of information and cooperation on GMP´s.



	Website for further information:  
	http://www.cofepris.gob.mx/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx 

Marevna García Arreola

Deputy Director of Financial Cooperation

General Direction  of International Affairs and Emergent Risks

Ministry of Health

Phone:+52 (55) 11 02 09 21

Email: marevna.garcia@salud.gob.mx     


	

	Services

Chapter 3 Bussiness Services

a:1) Legal ; (a:2) Accounting; 

a:3)  Architectural; (a:4) Engineering

(a:5) Other Professional Services

(a:5) Other

There are no changes since the last IAP.


	There are no changes since the last IAP.


	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.sep.gob.mx/wb2/sep1/sep1_Direccion_General_de_Profesiones_ 

http://www.sep.gob.mx/wb/sep1/sep1_Direccion_General_de_Acreditacion# 

http://www.dgesu.ses.sep.gob.mx/Principal/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw 

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email:  fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx

Iván Gutiérrez López

Deputy Director of Professional Bodies

General Direction  of Professions (DGP for its acronym in Spanish)

Ministry of Public Education (SEP for its acronym in Spanish)

Phone: +52 (55)36 01 39 20 

Email: igutierrez@sep.gob.mx

Dr. Salvador Malo Álvarez

General Director of Higher Education

General Direction   of Higher Education (DGESU for its acronym in Spanish)

Ministry of Public Education (SEP)

Phone: +52 (55)36 01 10 00 ext. 65625 

Email: salvador.malo@sep.gob.mx 

Rigel Berenice Gavaldón García 

Deputy Director of Recognition and International Affairs

General Direction  of Accreditation, Certification and Recognition (DGAIR for its acronym in Spanish)

Ministry of Public Education (SEP)

Phone: +52 (55)36 01 31 07

Email: rigel.gavaldon@nube.sep.gob.mx
	

	Chapter 3 Communication Services

(b:1) Postal

	There are no changes since the last IAP.


	No further improvements planned.

	Website for further information:  
	www.correosdemexico.gob.mx 

www.sct.gob.mx

	

	Contact point for further details:


	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw 
Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx
Jorge E. Aldana Margáin
Assistant Director, International Affairs
Mexican Postal Service (SEPOMEX)

Phone: +52 (55) 51 33 0709

Email: jaldana@correosdemexico.gob.mx 


	

	b:2) Express Delivery 

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers

On March 29, it was issued the “Courier and Parcels Regulations” that establishes the rules and conditions to provide the transport of parcels and couriers service through federal roads and bridges.


	No further improvements planned.



	Website for further information:  
	www.correosdemexico.gob.mx
www.sct.gob.mx
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx 

Jorge E. Aldana Margáin

Assistant Director, International Affairs

Mexican Postal Service (SEPOMEX for its acronym in Spanish)

Phone: +52 (55) 51 33 0709

Email: jaldana@correosdemexico.gob.mx
	

	(b:3) Telecommunications

	Federal Telecommunications Institute

Legal Framework

Following the Mexican Constitutional Reform in Telecommunications issued on September 2013 (available at: http://www.sct.gob.mx/fileadmin/GITS/Traducci%C3%B3n_Ingl%C3%A9s_Reforma_Const_Telecom.pdf), the Federal Telecommunications Institute (IFT for its acronym in Spanish) was created as the new Mexican regulator and competition authority in the telecommunication and broadcasting sectors in Mexico. 

The difference between the former COFETEL and IFT is that the IFT is an autonomous entity bestowed with its own legal personality and state which purpose is the efficient development of broadcasting and telecommunications; IFT is responsible for the regulation, promotion and supervision of the use, development and exploitation of the electromagnetic spectrum and networks, and of the access to active and passive infrastructure; IFT also regulates broadcasting and telecommunication services, and is the legal agency in charge of antitrust enforcement within the telecommunications and broadcasting sectors.

These transformations were enabled by the issuance of secondary legislation to implement the Constitutional Amendment on Telecommunications, namely, the publication of the Federal Telecommunications and Broadcasting Law (FTBL) (available at http://www.sct.gob.mx/fileadmin/Comunicaciones/LFTR_english.pdf) on July, 2014; the enactment of the Federal Economic Competition Law (FECL) (available at https://www.cofece.mx/cofece/images/Documentos_Micrositios/Federal_Economic_Competition_Law.pdf) and the publication of the Statutory Charter of IFT on September 2014 (available only in Spanish at http://www.ift.org.mx/sites/default/files/contenidogeneral/conocenos/estatutoorganico040914.pdf).

Main improvements

Several constitutional goals were outlined to be completed by the IFT within its first 180 days of existence: 1) the publication of tenders for new concessions of frequencies to offer at least two television networks with national reach; 2) the identification of preponderant economic agents; 3) the unbundling of the local loop by the preponderant economic agent in telecommunications; 4) the review of existing concession titles and 5) the creation of the Concessions Public Record.

On November 2014 the Portability Rules were issued by the IFT Governing Board reducing the portability process for individual users to 24 hours.

From December 2012 to December 2014, wireless broadband penetration almost doubled.

On January 1st, 2015 the IFT approved the provisions to eliminate long distance fees within the Mexican territory. 

On September 2015, the IFT authorized the Federal Electricity Commission (CFE) to transfer its backbone network concession to Telecomm (a decentralized public body of the Ministry of Communications and Transport), in order to provide more access to broadband services, through a public network.

On January, 2016, the IFT and SCT announced the International

Tender Rules for the “Red Compartida” (Shared network public-private partnership) (available at: http://www.sct.gob.mx/red-compartida/bases-internacionales-eng.html)  For the operation of Red Compartida, the IFT has announced the direct allocation of 90 MHz of the 700 MHz band, considered ideal for the provision of mobile services and the Mexican Federal Government will provide two lines of optic fibre form the wholesale Axial Net.

Legislation
Since the publishing of the Constitutional Amendment on Telecommunications in 2014, secondary legislation was generated to implement its mandates on the sector.

This secondary legislation spurred successful implementation of the Constitutional Amendment in the liberalization of the Foreign Direct Investment regime, enabling foreign participation up to 100% in telecommunications and up to 49% in broadcasting
Redefinition of the use of 700 MHz band and 2.5 GHz band were also achieved to ensure the optimal use, under the principles of universal access, non- discriminatory open access and continuity.

Spectrum

IFT as a recently constituted autonomous authority implemented the execution of the policy strategy contained in the document El Espectro radioléctrico en México. Estudio y acciones (“The Radio Spectrum in Mexico. Study and Actions”). In order to carry on measures for the spectrum reallocation for wireless broadband services, especially those bands that are considered of particular relevance for the potential benefit of their use for these services. 

Infrastructure

IFT implemented the document “Effective Access to Installation Sites for Base Stations Associated to Wireless and Mobile Service Access.”
Satellites 

The Mexican Government launched Satellite “Centenario” on May 16th 2015from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan with unsuccessful results. 

Satellite “Morelos III” was successfully launched in September 2015. 

DTT

Following the Amendment, the transition to the terrestrial digital television was completed by December 31, 2015.

.

	For further improvements from this date, the following are outstanding:

Federal Telecommunications Institute

As established in article 28, section VIII of the Mexican Constitution, the IFT is obligated to present an Annual Work Plan to fulfil its mandate. This program is made publicly available at: www.ift.org.mx
Infrastructure

“Mexico Conectado” is a program with the main objective of providing connectivity in public places such as schools, healthcare centres, libraries, community centres or parks, in the three levels of government: federal, local and municipal. The program’s goal is to provide Internet broadband access to 250,000 public places across the country. Currently there are 100,000 public places with free internet access provided by “Mexico Conectado”; out of those 100,000 sites, approximately 70% are public schools. This obligation for the State to provide free internet access in all the public places across the country was established in the constitutional reform in telecommunications. 

“Puntos Mexico Conectado” is a project that consists on a national network of community centers providing digital training. This project includes 32 sites (referred to as “Puntos Mexico Conectado”), one in each state of the country, in which anyone can connect through  new information technologies, learn how to use them, develop creativity and undertake innovative projects.

Parallel to these projects, Mexico launched an initiative for “Red Compartida” (Shared Network) to accelerate availability and access to broadband services throughout the country.  “Red Compartida” is a project headed by the Ministry of Communications and Transport in coordination with the Federal Telecommunications Institute. Its development contemplates that a company or private business conglomerate participate in the design, financing, deployment, operation and marketing of its services. Pursuant to the new Federal Telecommunications and Broadcasting Law, “Red Compartida”  may have up to 100% of direct foreign investment.

The bidding process for “Red Compartida” will commence on January 29th with the official publication of the Request for Proposals (RFP). The award of the contest will take place in the fourth quarter of 2016, and it is expected to start network deployment in early 2017.

The constitutional reform in telecommunications mandates also the growth of the National Wholesale Backbone Network. Its goal is to increase the deployment of fiber optics in the country, bringing it closer to areas where this infrastructure does not currently exist and to promote competition.

The project includes the use of the public electrical utility company (CFE) fiber optic network, which is currently 35,000 km long. 

The national wholesale backbone will:

• Promote competition in areas where there is only one fiber optic network available, and increase coverage in suburban and rural regions, where there is no infrastructure to this day.

• Provide long-distance transport for the “Red Compartida” local operators without access to a fiber backbone network. 

• Provide all services and capacities in an unbundled and non-discriminatory manner, reducing entry barriers to the telecommunications markets in Mexico.

Satellites 

Satellite policy will be developed, in order to use MEXSAT´s national satellite network to provide national security and social coverage.

Satellite Morelos 3 is finishing operative tests to provide mobile services to National Security Defense and Social Coverage instances. 

DTT

The blackout of analog television signals involved  around 40 million analog TVs which have now been replaced, in order to prevent any environmental repercussion regarding their component materials such as lead, mercury and cadmium, among others, which can affect the health of people, if not properly managed and confined. SCT and SEMARNAT will follow up the National Program for Comprehensive Management of Discarded TVs from the Transition to Digital Terrestrial Television



	Website for further information:  
	http://mexicoconectado.gob.mx/index.php
http://pmc.gob.mx/
http://www.sct.gob.mx/red-compartida/index.html
http://www.tdt.mx/
http://www.telecomm.net.mx/?option=com_content&view=article&id=67&Itemid=37

	

	Contact point for further details:


	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx

Pamela Araico Aguilar

Director of International Affairs

Subsecretaría de Comunicaciones

Secretaría de Comunicaciones y Transportes

Email: pamela.araico@sct.gob.mx
Juan Carlos Hernández Wocker

General Director of International Affairs

Federal Telecommunications Institute (IFT)

Phone: +52 (55) 5015 43 420 00

Email: asuntosinternacionales@ift.org.mx

	

	Standards and Conformance


	Provide brief points only

From 2014 to 2015 Mexico published 128 technical regulations.

Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 

Mexico continues working with Ministries and National Standards Bodies to ensure harmonization with international standards and regulations in accordance to our Federal Law on Metrology and Standardization.  

Active participation in the international and regional standardisation activities

Mexico strengthens its participation in international organizations in order to ensure that their technical work do reflects the needs of the Mexican interested parties, thus promoting harmonization.

Mexico continues to have the presidency of the Codex Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables (CCFFV) demonstrating our compromise with international work at the standardization process. On September 2015 this meeting was held on Ixtapa, Guerrero having Mexico as host and chair.

Nowadays, we still participate in the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and in the International Standardization Organization (ISO) with one chair at the CSC/SPC Group of Policy and Government of ISO´s Council. Actually, we have active participation within 110 Technical Committees and Subcomitees, and on 2015 we won the first international secretariat of ISO TC 94/SC 1 for head protection standards. 

During April 2014, Mexico hosted and Chaired COPANT´s General Assembly where we aim to foster regional cooperation to push for activities to raise the awareness of standardization activities, and make work of international standardization bodies more efficient.

Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical  infrastructure

On April 2015  Mexico gave technical assistance to latin American and carribean countries on standardization procedures and conformity assessment national system, in a Workshop called “Standardization and Conformity Assessment Perspectives”

Other activities

On 2015, DGN signed Collaboration Agreements and Memorandums of Understandings with: Germany, Dominican Republic, China, Colombia and Canadá.

Mexico has been working along other foreign standardization organizations as ASTM to sign an MoU to share their standards catalogue.  
	Provide brief points only

Several sector seminars are being planned for 2016.

To continue assistance with fellow countries economies who request it in areas such as: standardization process, conformity assessment, metrology, notifications and transparency.

Mexico is being very active in international and regional forum such as PASC, and within ISO we are part of a regional engagement initative for pacific countries.

Mexico hopes to conduct more workshops in the areas of greatest need on international standardization.

	Website for further information:  
	http://mexicoconectado.gob.mx/index.php
http://pmc.gob.mx/
http://www.sct.gob.mx/red-compartida/index.html
http://www.tdt.mx/
http://www.telecomm.net.mx/?option=com_content&view=article&id=67&Itemid=37

	

	Contact point for further details:


	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx

Pamela Araico Aguilar

Director of International Affairs

Subsecretaría de Comunicaciones

Secretaría de Comunicaciones y Transportes

Email: pamela.araico@sct.gob.mx
Juan Carlos Hernández Wocker

General Director of International Affairs

Federal Telecommunications Institute (IFT)

Phone: +52 (55) 5015 43 420 00

Email: asuntosinternacionales@ift.org.mx

	

	(b:4) Audiovisual 


	Federal Telecommunications Institute

On September 2014 the IFT Governing Board published the Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT) Transition Policy establishing provisions and obligations to the IFT, to the Ministry of Communications and Transport, to the Ministry of Social Welfare, to the Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources and to the concessions and permit holders in Mexico. 

Following a coordinated process, on 31 December 2015 the analog switch-off was completed (537 television stations and 536 complementary equipment completed the digital switch over) and the 700MHz band was cleared. 


	Federal Telecommunications Institute

A Continuity Program for the DTT was established for the low power stations to be completed no later than December 31, 2016. (available in Spanish at http://tdtqa.ift.org.mx/pdf/DOF-Equipos_complementarios.pdf) 

As established in article 28, section VIII of the Mexican Constitution the IFT is obligated to present an Annual Work Plan to fulfil its mandate. This program is made publicly available at: www.ift.org.mx


	Website for further information:  
	www.ift.org.mx
www.sct.gob.mx
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx

Juan Carlos Hernández Wocker

General Director of International Affairs

Federal Telecommunications Institute (IFT)

Phone: +52 (55) 5015 43 420 00

Email: asuntosinternacionales@ift.org.mx

	

	(c) Construction and Related Engineering Services
	1. The Legislative Branch approved in 2012 the following legal reforms in order to increase the private finance in economic infrastructure projects for the provision of services to the public sector or final user:

· (New) Law of Public Private Partnerships (PPP’s)

· (Reformed) Law of Public Works and Services Related 

· (Reformed) Law of Acquisitions, Leases and Services of the Public Sector

· (Reformed) Law of the Federal Budget and Fiscal Responsibility

· (Reformed) General Law on National Assets.

Investment restrictions in PPP’s are limited to the establishment of a Mexican corporation. The Regulation of the Law of Public Private Partnership, Guidelines and Technical Handbooks related to PPP’s were issued in 2012 and 2013 by Ministry of Finance and Public Credit (SHCP for its acronym in Spanish). 

2. In 2013 constitutional amendments to reform the energy sector (hydrocarbons and electrical energy) were approved.

The present Federal Administration has announced the National Development Plan 2013-2018 and the National Program of Investment in Infrastructure and Communications 2013-2018.


	Future reforms in the secondary legislation to regulate the participation for private corporations in the energy sector (electricity and oil industry).

	Website for further information:  


	www.presidencia.gob.mx
www.shcp.gob.mx
www.banobras.gob.mx 

www.sct.gob.mx 

www.piappem.org
	

	Contact point for further details:


	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx

Arturo Manríquez Martínez

Legal Advisor  Undersecretary of Road Infrastructure

Ministry of Communications and Transportation (SCT)

Phone: +52 (55) 5723 9483

amanriqm@sct.gob.mx  


	

	(e) Education Services
	There are no changes since the last IAP.
	

	Website for further information:
	http://www.sep.gob.mx/wb2/sep1/sep1_Direccion_General_de_Profesiones_ 

http://www.sep.gob.mx/wb/sep1/sep1_Direccion_General_de_Acreditacion# 

http://www.dgesu.ses.sep.gob.mx/Principal/
	

	Contact point for further details:


	Fernando Mayer de LeeuwDirector of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9172

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx
Iván Gutiérrez López

Deputy Director of Professional Bodies

General Direction  of Professions (DGP)

Ministry of Public Education (SEP)

Phone: +52 (55)36 01 39 20 

Email: igutierrez@sep.gob.mx
Dr. Salvador Malo Álvarez

General Director of Higher Education

General Direction  of Higher Education(DGESU)

Ministry of Education (SEP)

Phone: +52 (55)36 01 10 00 ext. 65625 

Email: salvador.malo@sep.gob.mx 
Rigel Berenice Gavaldón García 

Deputy Director of Recognition and International Affairs

General Direction  of Accreditation, Certification and Recognition (DGAIR)

Ministry of Education (SEP)

Phone: +52 (55)36 01 31 07

Email: rigel.gavaldon@nube.sep.gob.mx

	

	(f) Environment Services
	The Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT for its acronym in Spanish) through the National Water Commission (CONAGUA for its acronym in Spanish) has implemented the Clean Water Program (Programa de Agua Limpia –PAL-) to promote the prevention of water-borne diseases.
 In this sense, the PAL provides resources to states and supports actions for water disinfection through the installation of equipment and provision of chemical disinfectants.

Operational Requirements
 
No changes since the last IAP
 
Mexico maintains no restrictions in this sector.
The program will continue in 2014, with the allocation of resources and actions aiming at disinfection in order to achieve the government’s six-year goal of 99 % coverage of disinfected water.
Operational Requirements
No further improvements planned.

	The program will continue in 2014, with the allocation of resources and actions aiming at disinfection in order to achieve the government’s six-year goal of 99 % coverage of disinfected water.
Operational Requirements
 No further improvements planned
Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers
 No further improvements planned
 
Foreign Entry
 No further improvements planned
 

Discriminatory Treatment/MFN
 No further improvements planned

	Website for further information:  
	www.semarnat.gob.mx
	

	Contact point for further details:


	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx 

Cintia Amezcua Orellana 
Director of Trade Issues
Ministry of Environment And Natural Resources (SEMARNAT)
Phone: +52(55)56283910
Email: cintia.amezcua@semarnat.gob.mx       


	

	(g)  Financial Services
	As mentioned in the 2014 IAP, different amendments applicable to financial institutions and activities was enacted through the “Executive Order through which various provisions in financial matters are amended, added, and repealed and the Financial Groups Law is issued”, (Financial Reform) published in the Federal Official Gazette on January 10, 2014, which entered into force on January 11th of that year. 

The general purpose of the Financial Reform was to provide incentives to the private sector and development banks in order to enhance the granting of credits, with better conditions. To achieve said goal the following lines of action were considered:

· Promoting credit through development banks. 

· Increasing competition in the financial system. 

· Expanding credit to the private financial institutions. 

· Ensuring the soundness and prudence of the financial sector as a whole. 

In this regard the most relevant amendments to the financial legislation were the following:

Credit Institutions Law (Ley de Instituciones de Crédito)

· Amendments to the legal framework applicable to the bankruptcy resolution process, including negative capital of the commercial bank. 

· Introduction of a special resolution regime for insolvent commercial banks.

· Recognition of new procedures for a faster acknowledgment of bank creditors for the payment of the secured obligations and for the selling of assets.

· Improvements to the bridge bank provisions.

· Recognition of the Basel III capital and liquidity framework.

Securities Market Law (Ley del Mercado de Valores)
· Introduction of specialized regimes for: i) real estate investment trusts, ii) exchange trade funds and iii) investment trust funds in shares and equity interest, known as capital development certificates.

· Introduction of regulation regarding sale practices in order to comply with international standards.

· Recognition of new powers to the National Banking and Securities Commission to approve public offers of securities issued in countries that have entered into international treaties with Mexico.

· Elimination of the acquisition limits for shares in securities deposit institutions.

· Simplification of the public offering procedures for debt instruments.

Law to Regulate Financial Groups (Ley para Regular las Agrupaciones Financieras)

· Establishment of intermediate holding companies in financial groups.

· Authorization to holding companies to invest in other financial entities that are not members of the financial group (less than 50% of the capital stock).

· Improvements to the corporate governance of holding companies to uniform them with the regime established in the Securities Market Law.

· Reinforcement of the information sharing regime between national financial authorities and between said authorities and foreign financial authorities.

Investment Funds Law (Ley de Fondos  de Inversión) 

· Update the corporate structure, as well as the procedures for the investment funds incorporation and authorization. 

· Strengthening of corporate governance of managing companies of investment funds. 

· Authorization to managing companies of investment funds to act as trustees and to subcontract foreign investment funds as asset managers.
· New expedited procedure for splitting off investment funds subject to certain conditions.

Bankruptcy Law (Ley de Concursos Mercantiles)

· Simplification of the loan guarantees for entities subject to bankruptcy procedures.
· Adjustment of the bankruptcy procedures of commercial enterprises, in order to promote credit access, confidence and achieve greater legal certainty.
· Measures to expedite the bankruptcy procedure, such as the use of electronics means in proceedings.

· Introduction of a new liabilities regime applicable in which the enterprise is compensated for damages and lost profits caused by directors. 

Law for the Protection and Defense of the User of Financial Services (Ley de Protección y Defensa al Usuario de Servicios Financieros)

· Establishment of an Arbitral System in Financial Issues as a dispute settlement procedure.

· Creation of a financial entities bureau that contains information regarding each one of the financial entities practices as well as the administrative penalties imposed to them.

· Prohibition of financial entities to condition the acquisition of a financial service to another service (practice known as “tied sale”).

Law to Regulate Credit Information Bureaus (Ley para Regular las Sociedades de Información Crediticia)
· Possibility to create a credit information bureau as a state-owned company and as part of the financial system.

· Amendments to provisions related to reporting of credit transactions to credit information bureaus, including provisions where financial entities are required to be users and provide information to said bureaus in terms of the Law.

Popular Savings and Credit Law (Ley de Ahorro y Crédito Popular)
· Authorization to some type of Popular Financial Companies to act as trustees and to carry out transactions and supply services through electronic means with their clients. 

Credit Unions Law (Ley de Uniones de Crédito)
· Introduction of new partners of credit unions, such as individual and legal entities.

· Authorization for credit unions to be capitalized through the issuance and subscription of special shares and to receive funding from entities of federal, state and local governments.

· Liberalization of the range and type of operations these intermediaries could offer.
Foreign Investment Law (Ley de Inversion Extranjera) 

· Elimination of the limits for foreign investment in insurance companies; bonding companies; foreign exchange firms; general deposit warehouses; pension fund management companies; credit information companies; securities rating agencies and insurance agents.  The requirement to obtain a favorable resolution from the National Commission of Foreign Investment (CNIE, for its acronym in Spanish) in order to exceed 49% ownership of the equity and obtain control of credit information bureaus, insurance agencies and rating agencies, or that said Commission could apply an economic needs test, is no longer required.

Commerce Code (Código de Comercio)

· Improvements to the commercial legal framework were include to simplify and expedite foreclosure procedures.

Other relevant legislative reforms:

Foreign Government Investment in financial institutions 

· With the reform, the financial legislation provides that foreign governments may participate, directly or indirectly, in the equity of a financial institution in the following cases:

a) As a result of the implementation of temporary prudential measures such as financial supports or bailouts;

b) Through official entities (such as sovereign wealth funds, development government entities, among others) when the participation implies the control of such institution. This participation needs prior authorization by the competent financial authority once the official entities prove that: i) they do not exercise authority duties, and ii) their decision-making bodies operate independently from the foreign government;

c) Indirectly and as long as it does not imply control of the financial institution.

Development Bank’s 

· Improvement of the attributions and investments of development banks in order to promote credit in the specific sector of each development bank. 

Enhanced transfer operations

· When customers of financial entities transfer their operations to another financial entity, the latter will be in charge of all the corresponding legal arrangements, thus allowing customers to easily migrate to an entity that allows them conditions.

Payment Instruments Networks (Redes de Medios de Disposición )

· On March 11 of 2014 The National Banking and Securities Commission and Banco de México, issued provisions regarding the Payment Instrument Networks (Redes de Medios de Disposición), with the purpose of regulating payment instruments networks, network participants, term and conditions in which services related to networks are provided, conditions that network participants must fulfill, as well as interchange fees, commissions and any other fees.
Subsidiaries

· On December 31 of 2014 a new set of Rules for the Establishment of Subsidiaries of Foreign Financial Institutions were issued by the Ministry of Finance in order to simplify the subsidiary regulatory framework. 

Financial Groups

· On December 31st of 2014 the Financial Groups General Rules were issued by the Ministry of Finance in order to prevent conflicts of interest among financial group entities, such as the establishment of minimum capital requirements for holding companies and framework for the investment that said companies may carry out, in accordance with the Law to Regulate Financial Groups. 

Clearing Houses

· On March 11 of 2014 Banco de Mexico issued the Rules Applicable To Clearing Houses For Payments With Cards (Circular 4/2014) in order to promote competition in the clearing houses for payments with cards market and to develop the card payment market.

	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.banxico.org.mx/sistema-financiero/disposiciones/resumen-reformas/%7BC6FCC1D4-A226-FDCA-110F-6B5E0971CC21%7D.pdf 

http://pactopormexico.org/reformafinanciera/ 

http://reformas.gob.mx/reforma-financiera/que-es
http://www.hacienda.gob.mx/ApartadosHaciendaParaTodos/reformafinanciera/index.html

	

	Contact point for further details:


	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx 

María Teresa  Muñoz Arámburu 

Manager of International and Special Legal Affairs Division

Direction  of Central Bank Regulations

BANXICO

Phone: +52(55) 52372318

Email: tmunoz@banxico.org.mx 


	

	(i) Tourism and Travel Related Services


	The National Institute of Migration (Instituto Nacional de Migración):

Implemented the program named Trusted Traveler (Viajero Confiable), that allows the quick and safe entry to Mexico through automated kiosks that are located in the participant airports (Mexico City, Quintana Roo and San José del Cabo, Baja California Sur).

The program is directed to:

· Mexican citizens.

· American citizens that are members of the Global Entry.

Ministry of Finance and Public Credit (Secretaría de Hacienda y Crédito Público):

A big impulse has been given to the VAT Refund to Foreign Program. According to figures from the Tax Administration Service,(SAT for its acronym in Spanish) from a global return of fifty thousand pesos in 2006, it has been able to restore more than 80 million pesos in 2012.

Ministry of Finance and Public Credit (Secretaría de Hacienda y Crédito Público) The General Administration of Customs (Administración General de Aduanas)
The formalities at the customs for passengers can be made via internet, using the respective electronic payment, which expedites and greatly reduces the time required for these procedures.

Also, for those seasons in which nationals return home, a specialized website Compatriot Portal (Portal Paisano) was developed, where common procedures are concentrated prior to their entrance to the country (statement of money, goods, temporary importation of vehicles) common procedures concentrate was developed. This work was carried out with the support of BANJERCITO.

Ministry of Governance (Secretaría de Gobernación):

As a crossing action the Federal Government has developed a strategy to concentrate human and material resources, with information that comes from various departments and agencies, in order to integrate the “Countryman Guide” (Guía Paisano), as a tool for information dissemination benefits, procedures and requirements available for nationals entering the country.

Ministry of Tourism (Secretaría de Turismo):

On August 21, 2013, the President of Mexico  installed the Tourism Office, which will coordinate, under the principle of mainstreaming, the actions of federal agencies and organizations, in order to contribute to the transformation of the tourism sector in benefit of the society.

On November 8, 2013, the Agreement that precises the attributions and in which the general basis for the operation of the Tourist Office are established was published in the Official Gazette. Through 8 workshops, schemes to improve infrastructure, facilitate and expedite the tourist traffic, protect their consumption and provide greater safety and security to tourism will be addressed.
Ministry of Tourism (Secretaría de Turismo) and the National Council for the Development and Inclusion of People with Disabilities (Consejo Nacional para el Desarrollo y la Inclusión de las Personas con Discapacidad CONADIS):
"Guide to Universal Design Recommendations for Tourism Sector" (Guía de Recomendaciones de Diseño Universal para el Sector Turismo) was issued. This guide is based on the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (Convención de las Naciones Unidas sobre los derechos de las personas con discapacidad), ratified by Mexico, which has had the aim to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms of people with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherent dignity.

The Guide is a helpful tool for the personnel of that sector so that they evaluate, determine and make the necessary adjustments to physical care primarily, but not limited, to people with disabilities. Basic recommendations to provide basic services that take into account the characteristics of people with any disability are also included. Finally, economic solutions are presented considering the minimum necessary to create accessible environments for everybody and a list of basic self-evaluation are included.
This way, the Federal Government, through the Ministry of Tourism  and the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities  recognize the Accessible Tourism  as part of the construction of the common well and the commitment for the respect of human rights of all the population. 


	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.viajeroconfiable.inm.gob.mx/ 

http://www.sat.gob.mx/sitio_internet/transparencia/51_9574.html 

https://siat.sat.gob.mx/PTSC/index.jsp?opcion=1 

http://www.sat.gob.mx/BienvenidoaMexico/ 

http://www.paisano.gob.mx/ 

http://www.presidencia.gob.mx/que-es-el-gabinete-turistico/ 

http://www.conadis.salud.gob.mx/interior/sala_de_prensa/170-120903-guia-recomendaciones-sector-turismo.html 


	

	Contact point for further details:


	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx 
	

	(j) Recreational Cultural and Sporting Services
	There are no changes since the last IAP.
	Special Cultural and Art Program (Programa Especial de Cultura y Arte 2013-2018)

In this program, the National Council for Culture and the Arts (Consejo Nacional para la Cultura y las Artes CONACULTA for its acronym in Spanish) recognizes, among its principal actions the culture as an economic sector, and cultural industries as the axes that must take advantage of favorable intersectorial marketing strategies and public policies, in order to promote valuable content, innovation and quality of exports.

This council is working close to the National Institute of Statistics and Geography (Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Geografía INEGI), in an initial phase, to formulate economic statistics generated by the cultural sector in Mexico, which could set out the tone, in the future, for a deeper analysis and participation from the creative sector in topics related to the international trade of cultural goods and services in coordination with the specialized institutions in national themes.

	Website for further information:  
	www.sic.gob.mx

	

	Contact point for further details:


	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx 

Verónica Ahumada Chavez  

Director of the International Cultural Cooperation

General Direction  of International Affairs

National Council for Culture and the Arts (CONACULTA)

Phone: +52(55) 41550412
Email: vahumadac@conaculta.gob.mx  


	

	Chapter 3 Transport Services

(k:1) Maritime


	Operational Requirements

There are no changes since the last IAP


	The government is still working in the administrative process of the project of the Regulations to the Navigation and Maritime Commerce Law. Currently, the Federal Executive Legal Counsel (Consejería Jurídica del Ejecutivo Federal) is undertaking a revision of the project as a previous step to its approval and publication in the Official Gazette.

	Website for further information:  
	www.sct.gob.mx   
	

	Contact point for further details:


	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of  Services and Investment ”A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: mariadelsol.gamez@economia.gob.mx 

Pedro Pablo Zepeda Bermúdez 

General Director of Merchant Marine 

 General Direction of Ports

Ministry of Communication and Transportation (SCT)

Phone: +52(55) 57 23 93 00 Ext:26000

Email: pedropablo.zepedas@sct.gob.mx

	

	(k:1) Ports


	There are no changes since the last IAP.
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.sct.gob.mx/
http://www.sct.gob.mx/fileadmin/_migrated/content_uploads/3_Ley_de_Puertos_01.pdf

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade  of Services and Investment ”A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx 

Lic. J. Francisco Pastrana Alcántara.

Director of Finance and Operation Port

General Direction of Ports

Ministry of Communication and Transportation (SCT)

Phone: +52(55) 52.65.31.21.

Email: jpastran@sct.gob.mx

	

	(k:2) Air

Website for further information:  


	www.sct.gob.mx   
	

	Contact point for further details:


	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email:   fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx
Rafael García Gijón

Department Chief of International Agreements

General Direction of Civil Aviation

Ministry of Communication and Transportation (SCT)

Phone: +52(55) 57 23 93 00 Ext:18096

Email: ragarcia@sct.gob.mx 


	

	(k:3) Rail


	There are no changes since the last IAP.
	No further improvements planned.


	Website for further information:  


	http://www.sct.gob.mx/transporte-y-medicina-preventiva/transporte-ferroviario-y-multimodal/ http://www.sct.gob.mx/informacion-general/planeacion/estadistica-del-sector/anuario-estadistico-sct/ 

http://www.sct.gob.mx/informacion-general/planeacion/estadistica-del-sector/indicadores-mensuales-sct/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of  International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx
Eng. Juan Manuel Anaya Medina

Deputy General Director of Economic Regulation General  Director of Rail and Multimodal Transportation

Ministry of Communication and Transportation (SCT)

Phone: +52(55) 50 11 64 78

Email: juan.anaya@sct.gob.mx 

Eng. Paola Nuñez Zaparain 

Deputy Director General of Multimodal 

Transportation and Logistics

General Direction of Rail and Multimodal Transportation

Ministry of Communication and Transportation (SCT)

Phone: +52(55) 50 11 65 07

Email: pnunezza@sct.gob.mx 
	

	(k:4) Road


	Operational Requirements

Development and implementation of strategies relating to simultaneous operations: combat irregular trucking, ongoing verification of weights and dimensions; physical and mechanical, and medical examinations process.

Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers

Training Programs for Federal Motor Carrier Drivers. During 2012,  227 training centers were operating in Mexico. The content and hours of the training programs for federal motor carrier drivers were revised by the Mexico Federal Motor Carrier Administration (DGAF for its acronym in Spanish). A benchmarking was executed to obtain international best practices for a safe commercial vehicle operation.

Mexico – US Freight Cross Border Long Haul Program.

The Memorandum of Understanding subscribed on July 6, 2011, has provided legal support to the Pilot Program, which ends in October 2014.

Through this instrument, the governments of Mexico and the United States of America will base their  decision on trucks liberation  at the border, assessing safety of participating carriers.

Discriminatory Treatment/MFN

There are no changes since the last IAP.

	Operational Requirements

No further improvements planned.

Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers

No further improvements planned.

Mexico – US Freight Cross Border Long Haul Program.

No further improvements planned.

Discriminatory Treatment/MFN

No further improvements planned.



	Website for further information:  
	http://www.sct.gob.mx/transporte-y-medicina-preventiva/autotransporte-federal/ 

http://www.sct.gob.mx/transfronterizo
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx 

Adrian del Mazo Maza  

General Director 

Federal Motor Carrier Administration.

Ministry of Communication and Transportation (SCT)

Phone: +52 (55) 57239300 ext. 20672

Email: adrian.delmazo@sct.gob.mx 

Carolina Sarabia Jaramillo 
Director for Planning and Development

Federal Motor Carrier Administration

Ministry of Communication and Transportation (SCT)

Phone:+52 (55) 57239300 ext. 20001

Email: carolina.sarabia@sct.gob.mx
	

	(l) Energy Services
	Energy Reform 

Consolidates the Nation’s ownership on hydrocarbons and State guidance in the energy industry. 

The reform to articles 25, 27 and 28 of the Mexican Constitution reaff​irms the Nation’s ownership of hydrocarbons in the underground. Exploration and extraction of oil and natural gas, as well as planning and control of the national electric power system and the public service of electric power transmission and distribution, are established as exclusive and strategic State activities.

It includes a public and private investment model in the exploration and extraction of hydrocarbons. The State may perform oil and other hydrocarbon exploration and extraction activities through assignments granted to PEMEX, contracts signed with PEMEX on its own, with PEMEX associated with private entities, and with private entities on their own. There will be at least four types of contracts: services, profi​t sharing, production sharing, and licenses. State enterprises or private persons may report their expected bene​fits for these assignments and contracts for ​financial and accounting purposes.

In competition field changes were introduced in the electric power industry to maximize its ef​iciency. The National Center of Energy Control (CENACE) is established as a public decentralized entity, which will be in charge of controlling the national power system, guarantee open and non-discriminatory access to the national transmission grid and distribution grids, and operate the electric power market.

Environmental Protection and Renewable Energy

The mechanisms of environmental protection and green energy, will be in charge of the National Agency for Industrial Safety and Environmental Protection Sector of Hydrocarbons, who prohibits conducting extractive hydrocarbon activities in protected areas, preservation areas to preserve the environment environment and cultural heritage, issuing energy certificate to be issued by the Energy Regulatory Commission, and clean distributed generation is expected. This, in order to promote environmental protection and clean energy generation.

Geothermal Energy Act, which is to regulate the recognition, exploration and exploitation of geothermal resources for the use of the thermal energy of the subsoil was published on August 11, 2014 in the Official Gazette within the limits the national territory, in order to generate electricity or use it to various uses.

This Act, envisages as a priority to the Federal Electricity Commission, permits and concessions for projects in this area said Production Company of the State has been making investments and jobs, this action has been known as Round Zero Geothermal.
Transparency and Accountability

The procedures for contract bids will be public and transparent. These contracts will have transparency clauses, which will be available for consultation. Citizens will be able to verify payments to companies. There will be also external audits that will oversee the recovery of incurred costs and other accounting related to the operation of such contracts. Legal mechanisms will be established to prevent, identify and prosecute acts of corruption in the energy industry.


	

	Website for further information:  
	www.sener.gob.mx
www.reformaenergetica.gob.mx

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx 

Israel Gutiérrez Treviño

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “B”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729 9151

Email: Israel.gutierrezt@economia.gob.mx 

Alejandro Amerena Carswell

General Director of International Affairs

Ministry of Energy (Secretaría de Energía)

Phone. +52 (55)  5000 6000  

	

	Investment


	General Policy Framework

Foreign Direct Investment in Mexico is regulated, at the domestic level, by the “Political Constitution of the United  Mexican States”, the “Foreign Investment Law” (FIL) and the “Regulations to the Foreign Investment Law and the National Registry of Foreign Investments” (RFIL). 

These instruments are available at the following site: 

http://www.gob.mx/se/acciones-y-programas/competitividad-y-normatividad-inversion-extranjera-directa?state=published
On January 10, 2014, a set of reforms to the financial sector were published in the Official Gazette. These reforms liberalized the FDI regime in financial institutions allowing full foreign direct investment (FDI) participation in insurance and bonding institutions, exchange houses, bonded warehouses, retirement funds management companies, credit information companies, among other institutions. 
http://www.dof.gob.mx/index.php?year=2014&month=01&day=10 

http://reformas.gob.mx/en/financial-reform/what-is 

On July 14, 2014, the Federal Telecommunications and Broadcasting Law was published. It reprised the contents of the Constitutional Decree of June 12, 2013, to allow the participation of foreign direct investment in telecommunications and satellite communications up to 100%, and up to 49% in broadcasting, subject to reciprocity.  

http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5352323&fecha=14/07/2014 

http://reformas.gob.mx/en/telecommunications-reform/what-is 

Furthering the Constitutional Decree of December 20, 2013, the 

Hydrocarbons Law and the Law of the Electric Industry, among others, were issued on August 11, 2014. These laws set the regulations for the participation of the private sector (including foreign investment) in activities such as exploration and extraction of oil and other hydrocarbons and in the generation transmission and distribution of electricity. 

http://www.dof.gob.mx/index.php?year=2014&month=08&day=11
http://reformas.gob.mx/en/energy-reform/what-is    

Further improvements were made to the domestic legal framework for FDI by way of the simplification of: 

a) The simplification of the requirements for foreign companies to operate in Mexico through a branch or representative office (General Resolution of the National Commission of Foreign Investments of May 13, 2014); and, 

b) The formalities that foreign investors must fulfil before the National Registry of Foreign Investments when their operations surpass the minimal amounts set by the National Commission of Foreign Investments (Decree of October 31, 2014). 
http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5344328&fecha=13/05/2014 

http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5382974&fecha=23/02/2015
For more information:  

http://www.gob.mx/cms/uploads/attachment/file/4259/aviso_establecimiento_personas_morales_extranjeras_republica_mexicana_prestacion_servicios.pdf
	The FIL is being reviewed to identify restrictions to FDI that are no longer valid, under “public interest” criteria.

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.gob.mx/se/acciones-y-programas/competitividad-y-normatividad-inversion-extranjera-directa?state=published

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Fernando Mayer de Leeuw

Director of International Trade of Services and Investment “A”

General Direction  of International Trade of Services and Investment

Ministry of Economy

Phone: +52 (55) 5729  9151

Email: fernando.mayer@economia.gob.mx 
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Director for International Affairs and Public Policies

Ministry of Economy

Email: miguel.galindo@economia.gob.mx
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	Intellectual Property Rights
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International Agreements to widen or facilitate IP cooperation with the Asia-Pacific region: 

Our Institute has signed new agreements for Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) with the Pacific Alliance (Colombia, Perú, Chile, Mexico).

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for cooperation on IP was signed with the Hong Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC).

An Adendum was signed to the MOU with the Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL) to deepen the cooperation IMPI and IPOPHL on protection, use and enforcement of IPRs through joint organization of seminars, workshops, and other capacity-building activities.  

IMPI has recognized the Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS) and the National Institute of Indutrial Property of Chile (INAPI) as International Searching and International Preliminary Examining Authorities under the PCT (ISA/IPEA). 

Tools to facilitate IP registration for the Asia-Pacific region:
· On-line-Trademark

“Marca en línea” is an efficient tool that allows the filling, payment and delivery of a distinctive sign application. It is a safe system that saves time and is more comfortable for users of the Mexican IP system. 

Actions for effective enforcement of IP rights to stop commercialization of counterfeited goods, including those from the Asia-Pacific region.

· Piracy mailbox

The mailbox at IMPI’s website to report violations to IPRs received 137 reports in 2015, all of which were given reponse within less than 48 hours. 

· Customs observers

Working together with costumes authorities to identify possible infringing goods in  favor of right holders.

· IMPI-CUSTOMS Trademark database  

A database where trademark registers are shared with Customs to give stakeholders a tool for the detection of infringing goods seeking to enter the country. It is also useful to seed-up the clearance of goods at customs.  Stakeholders can go directly to the General Customs Administration to give information related to products protected under their trademarks and their characteristics to help Customs’ in its duty against counterfeiting and piracy. Al the end of 2015, there were 5,714 trademarks entered with 6,430 trademark registries.  

· Intersecretarial Commission to prevent and fight illegal economy

Created on 2013 and led by the National Security Commission, it is a specialized group formed of different governmental authorities to prevent and fights illegal practices affecting the country, including piracy, counterfeited medicines, smuggling and others. 

· Interinstitutional Committee for the attention and protection of Copyrights and Industrial Property

Led by the Attorney General’s Office, it is integrated by IMPI, INDAUTOR, the Consumer Protection Office, Customs and the Federal Commission for the Protection against Sanitary Risk, and representatives from the private sector. They share and discuss their activities to protect IPRs.

· Private sector activities

IMPI has signed several cooperation agreements with different associations and collective management societies to guarantee an appropriate protection to IPRs. At the end of 2015, there were 3,016 ex-officio inspection visits in joint collaboration.

Public Education and Awareness of IP, enhanced IP user skills

IMPI has been working on programs directed to university students, a sector which we believe is  key to address before starting their professional lives.

· Por un México original 

The First poster contest was launched, aimed at Mexican university students enrolled in public and private colleges. Conceived to boost creativity and involve them in the critical reflection of responsible consumption of original goods and IP protection. There were 242 contenders from which 20 finalists arose. 

· Creating protected innovators

Aimed at universities and higher education institutes, public as well as private.It offers a curricular course of 6 hours divided into 4 modules: Introductory, Distinctive Signs, Inventions and Technology Transfer. Iniciated on February 2015 and 49 universities were invited and 19 courses have been given to 793 participants. 

· Expo-Ingenio 2015: 

It is an event to gather institutions of higher education and research centers with public, social and private sectors. This creates a space for those who offer and those who seek protection on intellectual property.

During this event, diverse actions were conducted to foster a model of consumption and respect of original products by companies and consumers. One of them, was the signature of the Commitment Wall “For an Original Mexico”; recognizing the co-responsibility in the matter.

· National Entrepreneur Week 2015

In 2015, this event took place, focusing on promoting the culture of protection of industrial property through seminars, workshops and conferences. During this week, messages about consumption of original products were generated and sent in a “radio-cabin” format.

· IP Summer Course

In the 2015 edition, 42 participants were part of a rally to reflect on the importance of responsable consumption of original goods and anti-counterfeiting. 

APEC Cooperation on IP Issues

The strengthening of SMEs through the use of IPR will contribute to further advance the region’s economic development, and as such, several economies within IPEG (mainly Korea, The Philippines, Russia and Mexico, reaching a wide part of the region) have sought to implement projects in this particular sector under the “Initiative to facilitate the exploitation of IPRs and innovation in SMEs”. 

This joint effort is aimed at providing APEC SMEs with the proper tools and the necessary skills to enhance their productivity and their overall management through different specialized strategies, which would help their internationalization and growth. Interconnectivity between APEC SMEs would increase, exchanging experiences and creating joint IP projects. Mexico’s proposal is centered on a forum that will help SMEs design an overall IP strategy in order to understand and wisely use their intangible assets and connect them with the research and academic fields.

Copyrights

On June 26th of 2015, The National Institute of Copyright (INDAUTOR) was the first place winner of the United Nations Public Service Award Programme 2015, this award consists in the international recognition of the excellence in public service. It rewards the creative achievements and contributions of public service institutions that lead to a more effective and responsive public administration in countries worldwide; in which INDAUTOR made an excepcional achievement and a significant contribution improving the public administration.

In 2013, 2014 and 2015, INDAUTOR has won the award for the improvement of management related to the public service of The Ministry of Public Education for the best practices that promote the excellence, quality, innovation and creativity in Public Service. 

INDAUTOR has reached a nationwide coverage that allows citizens from other states in the Mexican Republic to make their applications (approximately 10,500 to date).

INDAUTOR socially responsible organization works in the inclusion of a vulnerable sector, providing facilities to make a personalized attention to disabled, elderly, pregnant women and children.

In order to make more accessible the information about INDAUTOR's services, this Institute has made handouts into seven Mexican indigenous languages  (Maya, Mixteca, Náhuatl, Purepecha,Totonaca, Zapoteco, Tzetzal). Furthermore, a section for visually impaired was created in the INDAUTOR´s website; and handouts in Braille  were published.

Likewise, INDAUTOR also created a didactic game named "Mi Primer Obra, Mi Primer Registro" that shows children the process of registratios of works; “Programa Guía Autorín” focus on create a copyright culture that teaches children basic copyright concepts and requirements for the registration of works;  “Manitas a la Obras” was the First National Contest made for children to show their ceations and protect their works.

INDAUTOR created a Bank of Legal Questions and Answers, that helps citizens the obtention of information through questions related to the enforcement of the Federal Law of Copyright and its Regulation. 

“La Revista Mexicana del Derecho de Autor” magazine, is published in electronic means that provides a wider dissemination of Copyright and related issues.

On the other hand, on April 28th 2015, the General Director of INDAUTOR was at the Senate of  hearing and April 30th 2015, the Senate ratified the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled, this treaty will benify over 285 million people worldwide; finally on July 29th 2015 it was depositated on WIPO, this means that Mexico becomes the nineth State from 20 needed to the entry in force. 

On a regular basis, in INDAUTOR´s Cultural Hall, has been set art expositions and book presentation in order to encourage the national creativity in the scope of Copyright and to promote the Mexican Culture.
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International Agreements to widen or facilitate IP cooperation with the Asia-Pacific region: 

In the future, IMPI is planning a Trilateral PPH with the IP Offices of the United States of America (USPTO) and Canada (CIPO). 

There is algo a negociation to sign a PPH agreement with Taiwan Intellectual Property Office (TIPO).

IMPI will also recognize the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) as an ISA/IPEA.

An MOU with CIPO is also under negociation. 

Ammendments that will widen the protection of IP for the Asia-Pacific Region

With the future signing of the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP), new ammendments to the IP law will be made, mostly regarding Trademarks, Patents and Geographical Indications. 

In addition, there is a roadmap to adapt and introduce the opposition system regarding trademarks in Mexico.

Tools to facilitate IP registration for the Asia-Pacific region:
· On-line-Trademark

The second stage of “Marca en línea” is in progress and will allow the study and granting or denial through electronic media.

Copyright

To continue signing cooperation agreements between INDAUTOR and public and private higher education institutions in order to promote and disseminate the copyright system.

INDAUTOR will continue participating in the teaching of copyright and related rights.

INDAUTOR´s officials will continue participating as speakers in several forums.

To continue organizing events aiming to promote the Copyright culture.

To continue signing cooperation agreements between INDAUTOR and Institutions involved in the protection of copyright of others countries.

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	Improvements made since 2012 IAP

Since 2010 to 2015, the Federal Commission of Regulatory Improvement (COFEMER), body in charge of the Regulatory Policy in Mexico, has taken different actions in order to improve its regulatory management system. The most relevant of them were the following:

Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA)

Mexican RIA was implemented by the Mexican Government in 2000 since that time, Mexico used a single format of RIA for all kinds of regulations with compliance costs.

Ten years later, in July 2010, in order to streamline the regulatory analysis, Mexico, based on the best international accounting practices, considered necessary to design a RIA based on the economic impact of regulation. For this, an alert system was created to distinguish high-impact regulations from moderate impact ones in order to do a more thorough analysis of the high-impact ones. The alert system is named “regulatory impact calculator”. In this sense, from 2010 to 2013, Mexico used two types of RIA, the high-impact one and moderate impact one. Both of them differ because of the depth of information to be provided by regulators and the type of analysis to be submitted.

In November 2012, Mexico via COFEMER made some changes to its RIA system. The changes consisted of the incorporation of two checklists to the alert system, in order to determine whether or not the regulation require a deeper competition analysis or a risk analysis. 

Therefore, since March 30, 2013, COFEMER is implementing new tools for the regulatory impact analysis, which will provide better information to assess the economic impact arising from the issuance of the regulation. These tools are:

Competition RIA: It incorporates the competition analysis into the RIA in order to ensure that the regulations provide the maximum social benefit as well as strengthen the process of competition and free markets.

Risk analysis RIA: It embeds the regulatory impact analysis in the risk analysis in order to promote the social regulation does not provide greater economic costs to solve a problem without considering alternatives to mitigate the problem at the lowest cost.

Ex post RIA: COFEMER will review regulations periodically to identify, modify, or even remove those that are obsolete, inadequate or inefficient. The Ex post RIA is mandatory only in some cases. 

Also, in the year 2015, an Agreement was signed between the Ministry of Interior (Secretaría de Gobernación) and the COFEMER, with the purpose of including a perspective of Human Rights in RIA assessments, so that for every new regulation a pre-screening will be applied to check consistency with human rights in Mexico. The Regulatory Policy Division of the OECD has expressed that Mexico will be the first country to introduce a system of this kind through RIA.

Federal Registry of Formalities and Services (RFTS)

The RFTS is an inventory of all formalities and services required by federal governmental bodies. This website is available since 2000 and it implies formal obligations for authorities, including sanctions for applying formalities in a different way to what the RFTS website describes. 

Since 2010, the COFEMER has implemented a strategy to reduce administrative burden of the formalities and services included in the RFTS, by using the Standard Cost Model to measure all of the formalities included in it, and this is accompanied by a permanent strategy of simplification’s proposals to government bodies based on the relevant costs detected.

Since December, 2012, the COFEMER is working with the National Digital Strategy Coordination, which is a new body in the President's Office in charge of the Digital Government Agenda. This work includes the creation of a National Catalog of Formalities and Services, based on the RFTS, which would eventually include procedures at the state and municipal level. This will also be the basis for the simplification strategy and to develop a National Single Window, which will be a single online website with the relevant information of all the formalities and services for the three levels of the Mexican Government, and shall allow citizens and entrepreneurships to start and complete their requirements online with the use of the Advanced Electronic Signature.

Regulatory Reform Programs (RRP) 

Legally, all federal Ministries and agencies have to formulate and to COFEMER, a regulatory reform program, every two years. These regulatory reform programs are instruments implemented to encourage accountability and planning, allowing all productive sectors to know about and discuss on future actions regarding the Regulatory Reform Policy. The most recent program was submitted in 2015 -2016.

These RRP take advantage of the use of the standard cost model (SMC) in order to measure the administrative burdens of the current regulation and also to measure the reduction of the administrative burdens resulting from modifications or simplifications of the regulation. 

Since 2013, a new goal was set to reduce administrative burdens from 4.25% of GDP to 3.15% of GDP by 2018. By 2015, the administrative burden has been estimated by COFEMER at 3.40% of GDP.

 Coordination with States and Municipalities.

COFEMER jointly works with State and Municipal governments to build a legal framework that promotes competitiveness in a certain and transparent environment. COFEMER provides consultancy and training to State and Municipal public officials since 2001, in order to encourage actions on regulatory reform, such as: 

i)
reengineering of processes; 

ii)
the creation of State and Municipal Registries of Formalities and Services; 

iii)
the establishment of State and Municipal Regulatory Reform Councils with public and private participation; 

iv)
the implementation of Rapid Business Start-Up Systems (SARE System); and, 

v)
reforms to the local legal frameworks to promote competitiveness among the cities, as well as the adoption of State Regulatory Reform Laws. 

The Common Agenda of Regulatory Reform in Local Government 

 On December 19, 2012, the  of Economy and the Mexican Association of Secretaries of Economic Development (AMSDE in Spanish) held a meeting with the aim to strengthen cooperation on regulatory reform and competitiveness. In this forum, the Ministry of Economy reiterated his commitment to drive regulatory policy in all the 32 states of the country. In this sense, COFEMER developed a Common Agenda for Regulatory Reform which consisted on identifying the status quo of the Regulatory Reform Policy in each federal entity and, with that information, propose tools to strengthen their regulatory management systems.

The Common Agenda was signed between AMSDE and COFEMER on March 12, 2013 and it is a tool of public policy aimed at increasing productivity and competitiveness. The document is integrated by 21 points, which are classified in four sections. During 2013 The Common Agenda was adopted by all the Mexican states.  

The Rapid Business Start-Up System (SARE)

The SARE is a permanent program of the Federal Government, whose main goal is speeding up the establishment of new low-risk businesses. This goal is achieved through the coordination of the three levels of government and the simplification of procedures. 

Through the SARE, any entrepreneur may start a business in a maximum of 72 hours. This mechanism seeks to facilitate the start-up of businesses and encourage the formal establishment of enterprises. 

In this regard, SARE has turned into one of the regulatory reform tools of greater acceptance within the local administrations interested in a favourable environment for investment, which will promote job creation, and increased living standards. 

Since May 2002 until 2015, 322 Municipalities have opened a SARE office. During 2015, COFEMER advised 47 municipalities in order to implement the one stop shop.   

  Regulatory Reform Laws

COFEMER has been working with local governments in order to advise them on regulatory reform issues with the purpose  of creating a high -level quality regulatory environment, in which local governments and legislators implement public policies that level up competitiveness at lower levels of government. These actions seek to foster a national regulatory reform policy, through a coordinated mechanism with States and Municipalities. 

International fora participation

Mexico, through COFEMER, participates in international economic organizations (i.a. OECD, APEC) and other international fora, dealing with Regulatory Reform issues. Through these international fora, governments may compare policy experiences, seek answers to common problems, identify and share good practices, as well as coordinate domestic and international policies. 

5.1 OECD Regulatory Policy Committee

In 2013, OECD confirmed the position of Mexico into the Bureau of Regulatory Policy Committee (RPC), in which Mexico actively participates in working groups and advisoring in regulatory policy issues. 

Actually, Mexico gives support to the working groups of the RPC in many topics such as compliance costs, regulatory reform for inclusive growth, governance of regulators, International regulatory co-operation, and Measuring Regulatory Performance. 

5.2 Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

During 2013, Mexico via COFEMER participated in some workshops funded by APEC in Indonesia, Chile and the USA. 

Also, in September 2012, Mexico proposed to APEC the project "Development and implementation of methods to improve the quality of regulation and Regulatory Impact Assessments, to increase the opening of markets, ensure transparency and promote economic growth" endorsed by Peru and Australia. This project was approved (on December 28, 2012) by the Budget and Management Committee. Such approval contemplated the development of three workshops during 2013, with the participation of representatives of the following economies: Chile, Russia and Peru as participants, and Australia and New Zealand as experts on the topics.

The project consisted of three workshops, in which economies identified the methods and methodologies to measure the impact of regulation. The project objectives were: 1) sharing experiences and best practices in evaluation of the impact of regulation, 2) identifying methodologies for assessing the impact of regulation and thereby improve the quality of regulation, 3) developing a training system for officials.

This project led to concrete results for Mexico and APEC. The principal outcome was the elaboration of the “Regulatory Impact Evaluation Guide” in English and Spanish, which contains the main methods and methodologies for assessing the impact of regulation. The project also made possible that the participating economies showed interest in the regulatory impact evaluation process. The Guide sets the basis to start capacity building training projects.

Also, during 2014, the APEC Secretariat approved the financing for two projects to Mexico, which where proposed by COFEMER, one consisting on two workshops to develop a Guide of Best Practices on Public Consultation, and another one on applying a Capacity Building System on Methods and Methodologies to Evaluate the Impact of Social and Economic Regulations.

These two projects were successfully developed during 2015 and had helped develop relevant documents and materials to support the implementation of GRP’s both in Mexico and in all APEC Economies.

Finally, it is important to note that, during the Economic Committee Meetings in 2015, it was proposed that Mexico (represented by COFEMER) could take the lead on the Friends of the Chair on Regulatory Reform group. In this sense, during 2016 Mexico will present a new plan of work for this group to the EC Chair for its adoption.

5.3 International Regulatory Cooperation 

5.3.1 Technical Bilateral Agreements for Regulatory Cooperation 

The cooperation between Mexico via COFEMER and Costa Rica through the Ministry of Economy, Industry and Trade had its beginnings in 2011 when representatives of COFEMER attended the "XIV Meeting of the Committee on Scientific and Technical Cooperation between Mexico and Costa Rica" held on August 8 and 9 2011, in which was signed the Cooperation Program for the biennium 2011-2013. This cooperation program incorporated the proposal for strengthening, transferring and exchanging of knowledge between the Direction of Regulatory Improvement and Technical Regulations Costa Rica Ministry of Economy, Industry and Trade Regulatory reform and simplification of procedures Department, and Mexico Federal Regulatory Improvement Commission (COFEMER), decentralized body of the Ministry of Economy of the Government of Mexico, to improve work processes and management capacity of resources. 

After the success of this Agreement, the COFEMER has signed similar instruments with at least four economies, which are El Salvador, Colombia, the People’s Republic of China and the Republic of Indonesia, which also include technical mutual assistance on regulatory reform issues.

5.3.2 High-Level Regulatory Cooperation Council (HLRCC) between Mexico and United States

The Mexico – United States RCC was created on May 19th, 2010 through the Joint Statement of the president of the United States and the president of Mexico, affirming their mutual commitment to improve the regulatory cooperation between both countries.  The bilateral initiative, called High-Level Regulatory Cooperation Council (HLRCC) between Mexico and United States is headed by high-level officials of the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) of the White House in the United States and the Ministry of Economy (SE, for its acronym in Spanish) of Mexico. The Council has a guidance document entitled “Terms of Reference for the High-Level Regulatory Cooperation Council” issued on March 3, 2011, in which it is stated the primary focus of the Council on promoting the following goals:

To make regulations more compatible, by simplifying and reducing burdens without compromising public health, public safety, environmental protection or national security; 

To increase regulatory transparency to build national regulatory frameworks designed to achieve higher levels of competitiveness and to promote development; 

To simplify regulatory requirements through public involvement; 

To improve and simplifying regulation by strengthening the analytic basis of regulations; 

To harmonize  and simplify regulation in border proceedings and in customs; and 

To increase technical cooperation.

According to the “Terms of reference of the HLRCC”, the Council is co-chaired by high-level representatives of the central regulatory oversight agencies of  both governments, working closely with their respective trade and foreign affairs agencies as well as the regulatory agencies within their federal governments, when appropriate. 

The Council has committees at the technical level in order to follow up the regulatory cooperation activities included in each annual Work Plan. For this, the “Terms of Reference” propose as the first task of the Council to create a Work Plan to identify areas of mutual interest for cooperation to facilitate trade within North American countries and to enhance the competitiveness of North American producers in key export markets, with a special emphasis on small and medium enterprises, while enhancing the collective ability to achieve regulatory goals.

In order to determine the areas of regulatory cooperation of mutual interest, in 2011 both countries implemented public consultation in which comments from the business community of the United States (48) and Mexico (252) were received. These comments were part of the bilateral discussions to identify potential sectors and collaborative actions.

As a result of the above, the Work Plan was terminated on February 28, 2012, focusing on the following seven priority areas:

Food safety modernization

E-Certification for plants and plant products

Transportation: Commercial motor vehicle safety standards and procedures

Nanotechnology

Electronic Health Record (EHR) Certification (E-Health)

Offshore oil and gas development standards

Cross-Sectorial Issue: Accreditation Of Conformity Assessment Bodies

The Work Plan outlined the activities for a period of two years, including evaluations of its progress, achievements and modifications, if necessary. The actions contained in the Work Plan are aimed at reducing burden, homologating regulations and creating new business opportunities for companies, with the objective of improving the overall economic performance and regional competitiveness. The Work Plan does not imply obligations for both countries under national or international law.

On August 15 and 16, 2013 was held the 3rd Session of the RCC in Mexico City.

5.3.3 Regulatory Issues in Trade Agreements

Mexico has been pushing and supporting the idea of including the regulatory governance issues as part of the trade agreements in which Mexico is currently participating. In a specific way, Mexico supported the Regulatory Coherence Chapter in the Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership Agreement (TPSEP or P4) and pushed the adoption of a Regulatory Improvement chapter into the Pacific Alliance.

5.3.4 Technical Bilateral Meetings

During 2012 to 2015, Mexico was held some technical meetings in regulatory policy issues with the aim to share experiences in the application and use of regulatory tools. The economies were: Brazil, Colombia, Chile, China, Ecuador, El Salvador, Finland, Germany, Indonesia, Peru, Malaysia, Nicaragua, Taiwan, Russia, and Vietnam. 


	

	Website for further information:  
	www.cofemer.gob.mx
	

	Contact point for further details:
	José M. PLIEGO RAMOS

josemanuel.pliego@cofemer.gob.mx      

Tel +(52) 55 5629 9600  ext. 22604

Eduardo E. ROMERO FONG

eduardo.romero@cofemer.gob.mx 

Tel +(52) 55 5629 9600  ext. 22640
	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs
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WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement

· On May 14, 2015, Mexico notified to the WTO the designating of all the provisions in Section I of the TFA as Category A commitment.

· Mexico has submitted the TFA to the Mexican Senate for its approval.
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	Website for further information:  
	www.economia.gob.mx 
	

	Contact point for further details:
	José Luis Roberto Zapata Barradas

Director General for Asia, Oceanía and Multilateral Organizations

roberto.zapata@economia.gob.mx 

Tel. 57299100, Ext. 15100
	


	RTAs/FTAs  



	- Description of current   agreements
	Please use Part 1 of the RTA/FTA reporting template to provide a short description or hyperlinks to any new agreements and to report improvements to existing agreements.  

	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1


	Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP)

On October 5th, 2015 the TPP Parties (included Mexico), announced the conclusion of the negotiation process. The TPP Parties are working on the legal scrubbing of the Agreement.

The TPP is integrated by Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malasya, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, US and Vietnam.



	
	Agreement #2


	Mexico and Panama has signed the FTA in april 3rd, 2014 and entered into force since july 1st, 2015.



	
	Agreement #3


	The Pacific Alliance is a regional integration process integrated by Chile, Colombia and Perú.  It´s objective is mainly focused on allowing free movement of goods, services, capital and people.

In that sense, to achieve the free movement of good and services, the four countries have signed a Trade Agreement in February 10th, 2014, which establishes an immediate tariff reduction of 92% of the common goods (once the agreement enters into force), and a gradual liberalization for the 8% of the remaining goods (short- and medium-term). Also, includes 19 chapters to facilitate trade; avoid trade barriers, establish common rules of origin, protect human, animal and plant health, and to solve disputes that may affect trade between the countries, companies or investors. The enter into force of the Agreement could be under the first semester of 2016.  

In July 3rd, 2015, a Modificatory Protocol to the Trade Agreement was signed. It includes a Chapter in Regulatory Coherence an annex in cosmetics and new dispositions related to the chapters of telecommunications and e-commerce.  This Modificatory Protocol will be under consideration of the Congress of members of the Pacific Alliance. 

To achieve the liberalization of capitals, México has integrated into the Latin America Integrated Market (MILA).  Indeed, the Pacific Alliance has established an fiscal agenda.  In the area of the free movement of people, the Pacific Alliance has eliminated the visa among the four countries.  



	
	Agreement #4


	Free Trade Agreement between Mexico and Turkey.

Over 2015, the Parties held four rounds of negotiations addressing all the areas covered  by the Agreement, including Market Access, Rules of Origin and Trade Facilitation, Technical Barriers to Trade, Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures, Safeguards and Trade Remedies, Trade in Services, Investment, Intelletual Property, Competition Policy and Dispute Settlement. Currently, the Parties have exhausted technical discussions on Initial Provisions , Trade Facilitation, Competition Policy and Dispute Settlement.

	
	Agreement #5


	Free Trade Agreement between Mexico and Jordan.

Over 2015, the Parties held two rounds of negotiations addressing all the areas covered  by the Agreement, including Market Access, Rules of Origin and Trade Facilitation, Technical Barriers to Trade, Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures, Safeguards and Trade Remedies, among others. 

	- Future plans


	· The TPP wil be signed on February 4th, 2016 in Auckland, New Zealand.

· Once the TPP is signed, the Parties will star their internal procedures for its legislative approval. 


	Website for further information:  
	http://www.gob.mx/se/acciones-y-programas/tratado-de-asociacion-transpacifico-tpp 

http://www.economia.gob.mx/files/comunidad_negocios/comercio_exterior/tlc_mexico_panama/indice_tlc_mexico_panama.pdf


	Contact point for further details:
	José Luis Roberto Zapata Barradas

Director General for Asia, Oceanía and Multilateral Organizations

roberto.zapata@economia.gob.mx 

Tel. 57299100, Ext. 15100 

Carlos Piñera González

Director General 

carlos.pinera@economia.gob.mx 

Tel. 57299100, Ext. 15312

Rosaura Castañeda Ramirez

Head of Unit of Intenational Negotiations

roberto.zapata@economia.gob.mx 

Tel. 57299100, Ext. 15313
Manuel Luna Calderon

Director General for Europe and Africa 

maunuel.lunac@economia.gob.mx 

Tel. 57299100, Ext. 15310



� Economies assessed in 2010, on the achievement of the Bogor Goals: APEC industrialized economies: Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, and the United States, and volunteer developing economies: Chile; Hong Kong, China; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; Peru; Singapore and Chinese Taipei. 





