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	KEY TRANSPARENCY PROVISIONS
	STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION (PROVIDE DETAILS)
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1FURTHER ACTIONS PLANNED TO COMPLETE IMPLEMENTATION
(INDICATE TIMEFRAME)
	CAPACITY BUILDING NEEDS TO COMPLETE IMPLEMENTATION

	1. Consistent with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will:

(a) ensure that its laws, regulations, and progressively judicial decisions, administrative rulings, policies (including any discriminatory or preferential treatment such as prohibitions against or set asides for certain categories of suppliers), procedures and practices (including procurement methods) related to government procurement (collectively referred to as “procurement rules”) are promptly published or otherwise made available, for example, via the Internet, in such a manner as to enable interested persons and other Economies to become acquainted with them;

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1(b) designate an official journal or journals and publish the procurement rules in such journals on a regular basis and make copies of the journals readily available to the public (e.g., via the Internet); and

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1(c) promote observance of the provisions of this paragraph by the regional and local governments and authorities within its customs territory.

	Implemented
Singapore’s laws governing Government Procurement and its regulations are published in the Government gazette available at:

http://www.egazette.com.sg/
Implemented

Singapore’s Government Procurement guidelines are available at:

http://www.gebiz.gov.sg/
As a city-state, Singapore does not have local government/ regional authorities. 


	
	

	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12. Each economy will disseminate information on its procurement rules, for example, by:

(a) publishing either a positive or negative list of the procuring entities subject to its rules; and

(b) providing a description of its procurement rules on the APEC Government Procurement Experts Group Home Page and linking its government procurement Home Page, where available, with the APEC Government Procurement Experts Group Home Page.


	Implemented

Singapore’s Government Procurement policies and procedures apply to all Ministries, Organs of State and Statutory Boards. 
Singapore’s Government Procurement guidelines are published on the APEC website available at:

http://www.apec.org/content/apec/apec_groups/committees/committee_on_trade/government_procurement/gpeg_links.html


	
	

	3. Consistent with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement, when possible each Economy will publish in advance any procurement rules that it proposes to adopt; and provide, where applicable, interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed procurement rules.


	Implemented

Singapore’s laws and regulations are published in the Gazette. Interested persons may purchase copies of the Gazette at retail outlets. Proposed amendments to the laws and regulations will be available, where applicable, for public consultation at:
http://www.mof.gov.sg/

	
	

	4. Consistent with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will endeavor upon request from an interested person or another Economy to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed rules. Each Economy will also establish contact points for such inquiries.


	Implemented
Enquiries on Government Procurement procedures may be directed to Singapore’s Ministry of Finance. 
Email: mof_pdg_secy@mof.gov.sg
	
	

	5. Consistent with paragraph 4 of the Leaders’ Statement, in administrative proceedings applying to any procurement rule, each Economy will ensure that:

(a) wherever possible, persons of another Economy that are directly affected by a proceeding are provided reasonable notice, in accordance with domestic procedures, when a proceeding is initiated, including a description of the nature of the proceeding, a statement of the legal authority under which the proceeding is initiated and a general description of any issues in controversy;
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1(b) such persons are afforded a reasonable opportunity to present facts and arguments in support of their positions prior to any final administrative action, when time, the nature of the proceeding and the public interest permit; and

(c) its procedures are in accordance with domestic law.


	Implemented

Government Contracting Authorities are required to provide an explanation on the procurement practices and procedures to applicable suppliers. This is in accordance with the Government Procurement Regulations published in the Gazette.

	
	

	6. Consistent with paragraph 5 of the Leaders' Statement, where warranted, each Economy will ensure that appropriate domestic procedures are in place to enable prompt review and correction of final administrative actions, other than those taken for sensitive prudential reasons, regarding matters covered by these Standards, that:

(a) provide for tribunals or panels that are impartial and independent of any office or authority entrusted with administrative enforcement and have no substantial interest in the outcome of the matter;

(b) provide parties to any proceeding with a reasonable opportunity to present their respective positions;

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1(c) provide parties to any proceeding with a decision based on the evidence and submissions of record or, where required by domestic law, the record compiled by the administrative authority; and

(d) ensure, subject to appeal or further review under domestic law, that such decisions are implemented by, and govern the practice of, the offices or authorities regarding the administrative action at issue.


	Implemented
A Government Procurement Adjudication Tribunal, set up in accordance with the Government Procurement Act, will handle complaints of non-compliance with the GPA. Singapore’s Ministry of Finance is the contact agency. The contact details are available at:

http://www.gebiz.gov.sg/
Further information can be found in the Government Procurement (Challenge Proceedings) Regulations published in the Gazette. 


	
	

	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 17. Each Economy will endeavour to maximize transparency in access to procurement opportunities. This should be accomplished where possible by:

(a) where open tendering is adopted, publishing procurement opportunities in a medium readily accessible to suppliers (e.g., on the Internet);

(b) making the same information on procurement opportunities available in a timely manner to all potential suppliers;

(c) publishing contact details of purchasers, and their product/ service purchase interests, for suppliers wishing to register their interest in being notified of bidding opportunities that may not be publicly advertised;

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1(d) making available early advice of complex high-value procurement needs through staged procedures such as public requests for information, requests for proposals and invitations for pre-qualification, and allowing adequate time for interested suppliers to prepare and submit a response;

(e) making publicly available requirements and procedures for pre-qualification of suppliers; and

(f) any time limits established for various stages of the procurement process.


	Implemented
Tender notices, schedules and awards are published through the Government Electronic Business (GeBIZ) website (http://www.gebiz.gov.sg/), which is designed to encourage levels of competition among suppliers by providing a single platform for suppliers to source for, and submit their proposals to, tenders and quotations. 


	
	

	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 18. Each Economy will make available for suppliers all the information required to prepare a responsive offer. This should include where possible:

(a) providing in procurement notices the following information: the nature of the product or service to be procured; specifications; quantity, where known; time frame for delivery; closing times and dates; where to obtain tender documentation, where to submit bids, and contact details from which further information can be obtained;

(b) providing any changes to participating suppliers; and

(c) providing tender documentation and other information to suppliers promptly on request.


	Implemented 
The relevant provisions are set out in the Government Procurement Regulations published in the Gazette. The details are as follows:

Under Singapore’s Government Procurement procedures, the Summary Notice shall contain the following information: 

(a) the nature and quantity of the goods or service, or goods and service, as the case may be, to be procured, including that of the goods or service, or goods and service, as the case may be, which may be procured in pursuance of an option; 

(b) the time limit for submission of tenders or of the application to be invited to submit a tender, as the case may be; 

(c) the address to which any request for documents relating to the procurement contract may be made; and 

(d) a statement that the procurement is covered by the Agreement on Government Procurement. 

Implemented
Singapore’s Government Procurement procedures state that if, after publication of an Invitation to Participate but before the time for opening or submission of tenders specified in the Invitation to Participate or the Summary Notice, it becomes necessary to amend or re-issue the Invitation to Participate or the Summary Notice, the amendment or re-issue shall be published in an approved medium. 

Implemented
According to Singapore’s Government Procurement Procedures, any significant information which a contracting authority gives to a supplier in relation to procurement shall be given to all other suppliers interested in participating in the tendering procedure for the procurement simultaneously and within such time as is adequate to allow the suppliers to consider the information and respond to it.


	
	

	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 19. Each Economy will maintain transparent criteria for evaluating bids and evaluate bids and award contracts strictly according to these criteria. This should be done where possible by:

(a) specifying in procurement notices or tender documentation all evaluation criteria, including any preferential arrangements; and

(b) maintaining, for a predetermined period proper records of decisions sufficient to justify decisions taken in the procurement process.


	Implemented
Relevant information is set out in the Government Procurement Regulations published in the Gazette.

Implemented

Contract documents provided by a contracting authority to suppliers shall contain such information as may be necessary to enable them to submit responsive tenders. The information shall include the criteria for awarding the contract, including —

(i) any factors other than price that will be considered in the evaluation of tenders; and

(ii) any cost elements to be included for the purposes of evaluating tender prices, such as transport, insurance and inspection costs, customs duties and other import charges, taxes and the currency of payment.
Implemented
Documentation relating to aspects of the process concerning procurements covered by Singapore’s international commitments is retained.

	
	

	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 110. Each Economy will award contracts in a transparent manner. This should be accomplished where possible by:

(a) publishing the outcome of the tender including the name of the successful supplier and the value of the bid; and

(b) as a minimum promptly notifying unsuccessful suppliers of the outcome of their bids and where and when contract award information is published, and debriefing unsuccessful suppliers on request.
	Implemented
Tender awards are published in GeBIZ at:

http://www.gebiz.gov.sg/
Implemented 
The details are set out in the Government Procurement Regulations. 


	
	

	11. Consistent with paragraph 11 of the Leaders’ Statement, an Economy does not need to disclose confidential information where such disclosure would impede law enforcement, the enactment of laws, or that would be contrary to the public or national interest, or compromise security of the economy concerned or that would prejudice the legitimate commercial interests of particular persons or enterprises. Each economy will keep commercially sensitive information secure and prevent its use for personal gain by procurement officials or to prejudice fair, open and effective competition.


	Implemented
The details are set out in the Government Procurement Regulations. 

A contracting authority may refuse to publish or provide any information if it is of the opinion that such publication or provision may —

(a) impede law enforcement or is otherwise contrary to the public interest;

(b) prejudice the legitimate commercial interests of particular persons, whether public or private; or

(c) prejudice fair competition between suppliers.
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