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	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11. In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will promptly publish in its domestic language or otherwise make available its laws, regulations, and progressively, all procedures concerning the protection, including enforcement, of intellectual property rights in such a manner as to enable interested parties to become acquainted with them.


	Implemented.  
Intellectual property laws may be found at 

(i) http://statutes.agc.gov.sg/
(ii) www.lawnet.com.sg
	Further to such implementation :

(i) IP laws and Regulations will soon also be hosted on the website of IPOS.
(ii) New IP laws are also planned for dissemination in laymen’s terms through an IP bulletin to be made available on IPOS’ website.
	Nil

	2. Furthermore, each Economy will clarify procedures and practices regarding application, issuance, and registration of intellectual property rights by publishing the following information:

(a) Clear and simple instructions, and an explanation of the steps involved regarding the application and registration process,

(b) Examination guidelines and assessment criteria used to review an application for approval, if applicable,

(c) Contact points for inquires on standards, technical regulations, and other requirements,

(d) Provisions that are directed to SMEs.
	Implemented.
Such instructions are found at www.ipos.gov.sg
Such guidelines are contained in the various guidelines and infopacks, found at

http://www.ipos.gov.sg/main/index.htm
Such contact points are already provided at www.ipos.gov.sg :
Email: ipos_enquiry@ipos.gov.sg 
Fax: (65) 6339 0252 - for general and trade mark correspondences 
(65) 6339 9230 - for patent correspondences 
(65) 6339 1369 - for registered design correspondences
We do not have specific legislation directed to SMEs.  Our legal provisions apply equally to all types of businesses.

	Nil
	Nil

	3. Each Economy will also provide a system for the registration of industrial property, which shall include:

(a) Providing to the applicant a communication in writing, which may be electronic, of the reasons for any refusal to register a trademark or grant a patent;

(b) Providing to the applicant an opportunity to respond to communications from the relevant government authorities, to contest an initial refusal, and to have a higher authority review any refusal to register a trademark or grant a patent;

(c) An opportunity for interested parties to petition to oppose or to challenge a trademark or patent application or to seek cancellation after a trademark has been registered or a patent has been granted; and

(d) A requirement that decisions in opposition or cancellation proceedings be reasoned and in writing.


	Implemented.
Patents – see S.30(6)(a) Patents Act

Trademarks – see S.12(3) Trade Marks Act

Registered Designs  - see S. 16 (2) Registered Designs Act
Plant Varieties - see S.19 (3) Plant Varieties Protection Act

Implemented.

Patents – see S.30(6)(b) Patents Act and Order 87A Rule 13, Rules of Court

Trademarks – see S.12(3) Trade Marks Act and Order 87 Rule 4, Rules of Court

Registered Designs  - see S. 16 (2) Registered Designs Act

Plant Varieties - see S.19 (3) Plant Varieties Protection Act

Implemented.
Patents – see S.80 Patents Act

Trademarks – see S.13, 22 and 23 Trademarks Act
Registered Designs  - see S. 27 Registered Designs Act

Plant Varieties - see S.16 and 25 Plant Varieties Protection Act

Implemented.  
Written grounds of decision are prepared for such proceedings. 
Trademarks – see Rule 38 of Trade Marks Rules

Registered Designs  - see rule 49 Registered Designs Rules
Plant Varieties - see rule 30 Plant Varieties Protection Rules

	Nil
	Nil

	4. Each Economy will provide that final judicial decisions or administrative rulings, those where appeals are no longer possible, of general applicability pertaining to the protection, including enforcement, of intellectual property rights shall be communicated to the parties to the proceedings. Each Economy will also provide for publication of such decisions or rulings, or where such publication is not practicable, made publicly available, in a domestic language in such a manner as to enable governments and rights holders to become acquainted with them.
	Implemented.

Significant judicial decisions in the Supreme Court pertaining to the protection of IPR are published in the Singapore Law Reports.
	Further to such implementation :

Significant judicial decisions are also planned for dissemination in laymen’s terms through an IP bulletin to be made available on IPOS’ website.
	Nil

	5. In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will, when possible, publish in advance any proposed changes to laws, regulations, and progressively, all procedures concerning the protection, including enforcement, of intellectual property rights, and provide where applicable interested persons a reasonable opportunity for public comment. Each Economy will also make available to all interested parties timely updates of changes to intellectual property law statutory regimes, including as appropriate via the APEC Secretariat.


	Implemented.

Where possible and appropriate, public consultations are held to gather feedback on proposed changes to laws where such proposed changes are highlighted and explained.

All changes to intellectual property laws are duly published over the Internet at  http://statutes.agc.gov.sg/ and www.lawnet.com.sg 

	Nil
	Nil

	6. In addition to paragraphs 3, 4, and 5 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will conduct as appropriate periodic reviews of administrative regulations, rules, and procedures to ensure they are simplified, consistent, and transparent. Outstanding issues raised by the reviews will be resolved where possible in a timely manner.


	Implemented

We periodically review our laws, regulations and procedures and will adjust them to ensure that they are consistent with current local social and economic circumstances.
Issues raised by public consultations are carefully weighed as to their merits, taking into account the said circumstances before a decision is made on, e.g. whether to amend certain laws.

 
	Nil
	Nil

	7. Where possible, each Economy will publish information on its efforts to provide effective enforcement of intellectual property rights in its civil, administrative and criminal system, including any statistical information that the Economy may collect for such purposes.


	Implemented
Enforcement statistics are published at www.ipos.gov.sg (under Facts and Figures – IPR Statistics)

IPR enforcement efforts are periodically highlighted in the press. 
	Nil
	Nil

	8. Each Economy will conduct regular briefings in appropriate fora to provide updates on the status of intellectual property protection and enforcement as well as future policy direction, if appropriate


	Implemented

Singapore conducts regular dialogue sessions with IP associations and right holders on IPR protection/enforcement issues, and to ascertain the current trends and issues in order to develop anti-piracy initiatives.
Singapore will continue to work closely with the right holders and IP associations to identify areas for collaboration.
	Nil
	Nil
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