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	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11. In furtherance of paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy, will promptly publish and make available on the Internet, information on its customs laws, regulations, procedures and administrative rulings of general application in such a manner as to enable interested persons to become acquainted with them.


	In progress

BOC has official website at www.customs.gov.ph but the said website does not yet contain information on customs laws, regulations, procedures and administrative rulings of general application.
	There are plans to provide specific information available in the BOC website accessible only to registered users and subscribers. There is no plan yet if the information will be accessible to anyone. 
To complete the implementation there is need to compile all customs laws, regulations, procedures and administrative rulings and thereafter identify which are of general application. The pertinent information will have to be encoded and posted in the website.
	TA/CB in the forms of seminar/workshop, study/observation tour on best practices in other countries

	2. In furtherance of paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will, to the extent possible, publish in advance any regulations of general application governing customs procedures proposed for adoption, and provide a reasonable opportunity for comments from interested persons.


	In progress
	None
	None

	3. In furtherance of paragraph 4 of the Leaders’ Statement, and taking into account Economies’ individual circumstances, upon request from an interested person in its territory, each Economy wherever possible will provide for the issuance, of advance rulings based on specific facts and circumstances provided by such requester prior to the importation of a good into its territory, for areas such as:

(a) tariff classification;

(b) the application of the provisions set forth in the WTO Agreement on Customs Valuation;

(c) the application of duty drawback;

(d) country of origin marking requirements;

(e) the application of rules of origin under free trade agreements and other preferential tariff regimes; and

(f) admissibility requirements.


	On-going in the case of tariff classification.  

Advanced rulings are issued under the law by the Tariff Commission.
There is no specific law expressly dealing on advance ruling on other areas although the Customs Commissioner has created an ad-hoc body known as Central Valuation Classification Review and Ruling Committee which may also advance ruling on valuation and classification. 
As to other areas, there are no formal regulations and procedures in place.
	The other areas have to be further studied and discussed.
	TA/CB in the forms of seminar/workshop, study/observation tour on best practices in other countries

	4. Subject to domestic confidentiality requirements, each Economy, will make such advance rulings publicly available for purposes of ensuring application of the rulings to other goods where the facts and circumstances are the same as those under which the rulings are issued.


	Advance rulings on tariff classification are posted by the Tariff Commission in its website at www.tariffcommission.gov.ph.

In addition, those rulings are disseminated by BOC through Customs Tariff Circulars.
	On-going for tariff classification.
As to other areas, the matter should be further studied and discussed.
	TA/CB in the forms of seminar/workshop, study/observation tour on best practices in other countries

	5. In furtherance of paragraph 5 of the Leaders’ Statement, where warranted each Economy will maintain procedural transparency and fairness in customs procedures by:

(a) providing for the prompt review and correction of customs administrative actions;

(b) ensuring that importers are provided with the right to a level of administrative review independent of the employee or office issuing the determination subject to review; and

(c) maintaining the availability of judicial review of customs administrative determinations.


	In progress
	None
	None

	6. Each Economy will, maintain one or several contact points to which interested parties can address questions concerning customs matters, and shall make available on the Internet information concerning the procedures for making such inquires.


	Fully implemented

Contact numbers of specific offices are posted in the BOC website at www.customs.gov.ph by clicking ”contact us”. 
Telephone numbers are indicated. Some offices have email addresses. 
Interested parties can address questions to particular offices through personal visits and/or personal service of letters, voice calls, ordinary mails, couriers and emails.
	None 
	None


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1IMPLEMENTATION OF APEC’S AREA-SPECIFIC TRANSPARENCY STANDARDS
AREA: CUSTOMS PROCEDURES
POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE AND EXPERIENCE TO OFFER

Economy:

Contact Point

Name:




Title:




Telephone Number:


Fax Number:


E-mail Address:



Economies with particular expertise and resources to offer could indicate this here and/or refer to relevant websites.

