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	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Competition Law and Policy
1. In furtherance of paragraph 1 of the General Principles of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will ensure that its competition laws, regulations, and progressively, procedures, administrative rulings of general application and judicial decisions of general application are promptly published or otherwise made available in such a manner as to enable interested persons and other Economies to become acquainted with them.


	The Commerce Commission’s adjudicative decisions are published and can be accessed at the Commission’s website www.comcom.govt.nz/
Under section 25 of the Commerce Act, the Commerce Commission is also subject to the duty to disseminate information in relation to: (a) its functions and powers under the Act; and (b) the provisions of the Act itself.  

	
	

	2. In furtherance of paragraphs 4 and 5 of the General Principles of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will ensure that before it imposes a sanction or remedy against any person for violating its national competition law, it affords the person the right to be heard and to present evidence, except that it may provide for the person to be heard and present evidence within a reasonable time after it imposes an interim sanction or remedy; and that an independent court or tribunal imposes or, at the persons request, reviews any such sanction or remedy. Proceedings subject to this paragraph are to be in accordance with domestic law.


	Appeals of Commerce Commission determinations under the Commerce Act can be made to the High Court. The Commerce Commission’s decisions are also subject to judicial review.  The High Court is responsible for hearing all claims for relief in respect of beaches of the Commerce Act. 


	
	

	Regulatory Reform
1. In furtherance of paragraph 1 of the General Principles of the Leaders’ Statement, each Economy will ensure that its laws, regulations, procedural rules and administrative rulings of general application relating to regulatory reform are promptly published or otherwise made available in such a manner as to enable interested persons and other economies to become acquainted with them.


	The Commerce Commission’s adjudicative decisions are published and can be accessed at the Commission’s website www.comcom.govt.nz/

	
	

	2. In furtherance of paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, Economies recognize the importance of ensuring transparency in the regulatory reform process APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards and of soliciting and responding to inquiries from interested persons and other Economies. Accordingly, each Economy will, where possible (a) publish in advance regulatory reform measures that it proposes to adopt, and (b) provide where applicable interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures. In addition, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed regulatory reform measure.


	The Commerce Act provides for a high level of cooperation between the Commerce Commission and the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission in the enforcement of abuse of dominance in trans-Tasman markets.  This extends to amendments to each country’s respective laws on jurisprudence such that the courts may hold interlocutory proceedings on behalf of the other country.  

 

In October 2003, the Commission signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission, Her Majesty's Secretary of State and Industry and the Office of Fair Trading of the United Kingdom.  

New Zealand has regularly contributed to APEC and other international fora since 1986, including its work in the development of the APEC competition and deregulation principles adopted in the APEC Leaders’ Declaration of September 1999.
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